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David SASSOLI has been President of the European Parliament since
July 2019. He has been a Member of the European Parliament (S&D
Group, Italy) since 2009, serving as Vice-President of the Parliament with
responsibility for Mediterranean policy, the budget and buildings,
before being elected as the institution’s President. He has also served as
a member of the Industry, Research and Energy Committee (ITRE) and,
whilst a member of the Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN),
was rapporteur on European railway reform and the Single European
Sky. Before election to the EP, he worked as a newspaper journalist for Il
Giorno and as a television reporter and correspondent for TG3, Rai Uno,
Rai Due and TG1, including serving as deputy director of the latter.

Antonio TAJANI has been a Member of the European Parliament (EPP
Group, Italy) since 2014, having previously served as a Member from
1994 to 2008. He was President of the European Parliament from 2017 to
2019, and first Vice-President from 2014 to 2017. He is currently Chair of
the Parliament’s Committee on Constitutional Affairs (AFCO) and Chair
of its Conference of Committee Chairs (CCO). He was European
Commissioner for Industry and Entrepreneurship (2010-14) and
Commissioner for Transport (2008-10) in the two Barroso Commissions.
Earlier in his career, he worked as a domestic and foreign correspondent
for Il Giornale newspaper and as spokesman for the Italian government.
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Brigid LAFFAN is Director and Professor at the Robert Schuman Centre
for Advanced Studies, the inter-disciplinary research centre of the
European University Institute (EUI) in Florence. Previously, she was Vice-
President of University College Dublin (UCD) and Principal of its College
of Human Sciences. Professor Laffan’s research has focussed on EU
budgetary politics and the dynamics of European integration. Her book,
‘The Finances of the European Union’ (1997) is one of the EP’s ‘One
hundred books on Europe to remember’. More recently, she co-edited
‘Core-periphery Relations in the EU’ (2016) and ‘Europe’s Union in Crisis:
Tested and Contested’ (special edition of West European Politics, 2016).

Jim CLOOS is Secretary General of the Trans-European Policy Studies
Association (TEPSA), a network of European-related think tanks and
academic bodies, based in Brussels. Until January 2021, he was Deputy
Director-General in the Council secretariat, responsible inter alia for the
preparation of European Council meetings, having previously served as
Director for General Political Questions and Director for Transatlantic
Relations and Latin America. A former chef de cabinet to the President of
the European Commission and EU 'sherpa' within the G7/G8 framework,
he is co-author of 'Le traité de Maastricht: genèse, analyse,
commentaires' (1993) and of 'National Leaders and the Making of
Europe' (2015).

Ralf DRACHENBERG is a policy analyst in the European Council
Oversight Unit (ECOS) of the European Parliamentary Research Service
(EPRS), where his research focuses on institutional and horizontal policy
issues, such as the MFF and the future of Europe, as well has the
European Council’s activities in Justice and Home Affairs. Before joining
EPRS in January 2015, he worked for different European membership
associations in Brussels, covering a range of policy areas. He holds a PhD
in political science from Brunel University and a Master’s in European
integration from the University of Limerick.
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