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Alenka BRATUŠEK

Alenka Bratušek was elected Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia on 27 February 2013 and

thus became the first woman at the top of the executive branch of power in the history of

independent Slovenia. In April 2014, she also took over the Ministry of Health.

She started her career in a small textile company. In 1995, she took up employment with the

Ministry of the Economy, where as part of her work in the area of small business, she participated in

the setting up of the small business promotion network. In 1999, she moved to Ministry of Finance

and was appointed head of Department for Agriculture, Economy and Government Offices. In 2004,

she became head of Budget Directorate and continued in this role until 2011. She was responsible

for the national budget, financing of local communities and drawing of European funds.

In 2005 and 2006 she was a member of the working group entitled "Harmonization and

Coordination of the State’s Development Planning", with goal to synchronize Slovenia's

Development Strategy, National Development Programme 2007-2013, National Reform Programme

2008-2010 (Europe 2020) and the state budget for each financial year. Coordination of the State’s

Development Planning covered all areas of the so-called "development part of the budget" of the

Republic of Slovenia aiming at modernization of the public sector, establishment of medium-term

financial framework and increase of  efficiency and effectiveness of sectoral policies. Between 2007

and 2008, she played an active role in the preparations for the Slovenian EU Council presidency. As

a member of the operational working group for presidency preparation, she headed the budget sub-

group.

Composed of four coalition partners, the government led by Ms Alenka Bratušek managed to

restore the confidence of Slovenian and international community as well as of financial markets into

Slovenia, the euro-zone Member State, strongly affected by the global financial and economic

crisis. In less than a year, the Government stabilized the situation by introducing structural

measures, fiscal consolidation, stabilization of the banking sector, while retaining the foundations of

the welfare state. In the first year of her government’s term of office, Slovenia recorded substantial

economic growth, a significant improvement in terms of national borrowing and started the

privatization process of public enterprises. The upward trend in unemployment was stopped and

youth employment has actually increased. The solid basis for restarting the economy and creating

new jobs was created. At the end of May 2014 she founded her own political party, the Alliance of



Alenka Bratušek and regained a place in the National Assembly at the parliamentary elections on 13

July 2014.

Alenka Bratušek started her political career in 2011, when she was elected to the National Assembly

of the Republic of Slovenia. As a deputy, she chaired the parliamentary Commission for Public

Finance Control and was a member of the Committee on Finance and Monetary Policy, and the

Committee on Justice, Public Administration and Local Self-Government. Main fields of her work

were the budget, management of state property, the public administration and local self-

government. Important element of her political activity is also a concern for gender equality and

more opportunities for youth.

Alenka Bratušek was born on 31 March 1970 in Celje.  Following her graduation from the Faculty

of Natural Sciences and Technology, she obtained a Master's degree in management of non-profit

organisations from the Faculty of Social Sciences in 2006. She lives in Kranj with her partner and is

proud mother of two children.


