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designate of the European Commission

On 7 October 2014, the Conference of Presidents, following its decision of 18 September 2014, held
a meeting open to all Members for the hearing of Mr TIMMERMANS, First Vice-President-
designate of the European Commission, who, subject to the positive outcome of the nomination
procedure, would be in charge of better regulation, inter-institutional relations, the rule of law, and
the Charter of Fundamental Rights.

Prior to the hearing, Parliament had sent the First Vice-President designate a list of written questions
to which he replied in writing on 26 September 2014.

The Committee on Legal Affairs scrutinised Mr TIMMERMANS' declaration of interests at its
meeting of 25 September 2014, and subsequently informed the President that it had no observations
to make.

Mr TIMMERMANS opened the hearing by making a statement in which he referred, inter alia, to the
following:

• the historical context of the year 2014 and of European integration;
• the agenda for jobs, growth, fairness and democratic change of Mr JUNCKER, President-

elect of the European Commission;
• the new operational structure of the European Commission;
• the political guidelines set out by Mr JUNCKER, building on the support of a majority in the

European Parliament;
• the necessity to improve and strengthen better regulation, inter-institutional relations, and the

constant and comprehensive attention for all aspects of the rule of law and fundamental rights.

During the hearing, Mr TIMMERMANS made specific commitments regarding his future
responsibilities, inter alia:

• to ensure the full commitment of the Commission to its special partnership with the European
Parliament;

• to ensure that the Commission adopts timely communications in response to Parliament's
legislative initiative reports;

• to strengthen inter-institutional relations;
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• to oppose parallel and separate institutions for the Euro area, such as an Eurozone parliament;
• to ensure the application of the rule of law and respect for fundamental rights, without

hesitation, and  using all instruments at the Commission's disposal;
• to conclude the process of accession of the EU to the Convention for the Protection of Human

Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of the Council of Europe;
• to focus on transparency and bring forward a proposal for an inter-institutional agreement

creating a mandatory lobbyists register covering the Commission, the European Parliament
and the Council.

The questions asked during the hearing and the replies given by Mr TIMMERMANS adequately
covered the full range of the responsibilities of the First Vice-President designate in steering and
coordinating the Commission's work in the areas of better regulation, interinstitutional relations, the
rule of law, and the Charter of Fundamental Rights.

Before the end of the hearing, the First Vice-President designate made a brief closing statement in
which he reaffirmed his profound sense of urgency of the work that needs to be done in the next five
years, and the need to reconnect with the European citizens by delivering better concrete results.

On the basis of the written answers and the responses to the Members present at the hearing, the
Conference of Presidents came to the conclusion that Mr TIMMERMANS thoroughly demonstrated
his general competence and personal qualifications, such as integrity, independence, professional
aptitude and relevant experience, his communication skills and initiative as well as his European
commitment, and his commitment to cooperation with Parliament.

The Members of the Conference of Presidents confirmed the positive assessment of the nomination.

The clear outcome of the hearing is that Mr TIMMERMANS gave a thoroughly convincing
demonstration of his aptitude to be a member of the College of Commissioners and to carry out
competently the specific tasks and responsibilities assigned to him as First Vice-President.

Therefore the Conference of Presidents endorses his nomination.
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