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Following the 2019 European elections, in her statements to the European 

Parliament in July and November 2019, as candidate for European Commission 

President and President-elect respectively, Ursula von der Leyen outlined the six 

political priorities that would shape the working programme of the European 

Commission over the next five years.  

 

The main political priorities of the Commission are brought together under six 

broad headings: 'A European Green Deal', 'A Europe fit for the digital age', 'An 

economy that works for people', 'A stronger Europe in the world', 'A new push for 

European democracy', and 'Promoting the European way of life'. Together they 

define the framework within which the Commission will act in the coming five 

years.  

 

The ‘Legislative Train Schedule’ website – offering a detailed state-of-play on 

upcoming initiatives, legislative proposals and procedures already finalised, as 

well as issues blocked or files withdrawn – continues to present new European 

Commission initiatives using the railway image. The aim is to facilitate the follow-

up by all Members, Parliament staff and a broader public audience of the 

legislative and non-legislative activity of the EU institutions. It is updated on a 

monthly basis and is available online.i 

 

Furthermore, as of January 2019, the initial format of the Legislative Train 

Schedule was broadened and now – as of 1 January 2020 – all the initiatives, 

organised in six trains corresponding to the Commission’s six priorities can also 

be viewed by the (19) European Parliament committees responsible for the file. 

This second visualisation allows the inclusion of additional, important legislative 

files that do not fall under the von der Leyen priorities.  

 

Moreover, the European response to the current crisis linked to the COVID-19 

pandemic has been added to the Commission priorities list. In a seventh train 

entitled ‘Coronavirus and the EU’s action’ all the EU initiatives which aim to assist 



Member States in withstanding the social and economic impact of the crisis are 

gathered together.  

 

In this way, the reader gains the most complete picture of the legislative work of 

the European institutions.  

  

  
Klaus Welle  

  

i Legislative Train Schedule: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/  
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