
What is the EU’s role in education, 
culture, youth an sport? 
The EU has a supporting role in the areas of education, 
culture, youth and sport. The main role of the EU is therefore 
to encourage cooperation between Member States. 
This is materialised by, amongst other measures, the 
recognition of diplomas and exchanges throughout the EU, 
the development of youth exchanges and the promotion 
of its cultural heritage. Some programmes and financial 
instruments have an important impact on these areas, 
such as Erasmus+, the European Solidarity Corps and the 
European Youth Event, the Creative Europe programme 
2021-2027 or the European Week of Sport.

Is this set to continue? 
Between 2014 and 2020, Erasmus+ offered mobility 
opportunities to more than 4 million participations. This 
number should triple in the course of the 2021-2027 financial 
package of the EU. A total of 26.27 billion will go towards the 
Erasmus+ program of which 83% goes towards education 
and training, 10.3% towards youth initiatives and 1.9% 
towards sport. 

How does the EU involve young people? 
Young people in particular have shown an extraordinary 
involvement in the run-up to the 2019 elections. The EU 
recognises the need for more youth participation and in 
order to strengthen the the dialogue and take into account 
the voices and the concerns of youth in public policies, 
a renewed EU Youth Strategy for 2019-2027 has been 
announced. This has the objectives of engaging young 
people in civic and democratic life, connecting young 
citizens and volunteers in the EU and empowering them 
by supporting youth work and initiatives. To put this into 
practice, besides Erasmus +, there is also the European 
Solidarity Corps Programme. This EU initiative aims to give 
young people between the ages of 18 and 30 years the 
opportunity to volunteer, to do a traineeship or to work on 
European projects. 

What is the EU doing in the field of 
culture and the arts? 
By establishing the Creative Europe Programme, the EU aims 
to offer increased support for European artists and creators 
in order to promote European art, culture and identity. Finally, 
the EU puts forward projects dedicated to the promotion of 
sport and physical activity across Europe and encourages 
European citizens to embrace a healthy lifestyle.
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What is the EU’s involvement in sports? 
The EU shares innovative ideas, assisting in the 
implementation of programmes at a regional and local level. 
The Erasmus+ Sport programme, for instance, helps develop 
the European dimension of sport, boosting cooperation 
between sports organisations, public authorities and 
other parties.The EU also sponsors many high-level and 
grassroots initiatives whose aim is to promote interaction 
between regional and local organisations – and therefore 
assist European citizens to become more involved. The 
European Week of Sport is one of the premiere initiatives in 
this field. The Week culminates in the presentation of the 
#BeActive awards.

In addition, the EC focuses on ensuring promotes positive 
values through good governance in sport. In particular, the 
EC advances policies toward anti-doping, anti-violence, 
anti-corruption and anti-racism, with a view to integrate best 
practices across Member States’ programmes and events.

How about you? Are Education, 
Youth, Culture and Sport topics 
of interest to you? What are your 
opinions about it? Would you have 
any suggestions on improving the 
debate? 
Have your say on https://futureu.europa.
eu/?locale=en and if you are interested in 
organising an event on the topic, refer to  
our more specific guidelines. 

A sneak peek at what citizens are saying or suggesting on 
Education, Culture, Youth and Sport on the Platform:

• Set up a European Public Broadcaster. Just as the 
national channels do, the aim of a European public service 
broadcaster would be to inform citizens, fund and produce 
proper European content with broad coverage of politics 
and social issues, in order to promote European culture at 
home and abroad.

• Fighting youth unemployment and precarious working 
conditions, ensuring that all workers and unemployed 
have access to social protection, by putting in place 
quality standards. The EU must bind for all jobs created 
under EU and National recovery plans. This also requires 
better monitoring and trade union involvement.

• Ensuring lifelong learning and the right to training for 
everyone in Europe, by implementing the first principle of 
the European Pillar of Social Rights.

• Create a single platform for applications to European 
universities. In order to encourage more students to study 
elsewhere within the Union, the EU should work with 
member states’ education ministries to create a single 
platform to apply to all universities within the EU.

An event organized on this topic was “Public call for Citizens 
Debates on the Future of Europe in Heritage Sites”, organised 
by Europa Nostra in association with other 50 member 
organisations of the European Heritage Alliance. All citizens 
and organisations are encouraged to organise a debate in 
selected heritage sites across the European continent, to 
discuss the future of Europe.

At the end of the debates, the outcomes will be collected 
and shared on the platforms of the Europa Nostra Agora, the 
Conference on the Future of Europe and the New European 
Bauhaus.


