
What relations does the EU have with the 
rest of the world? 
Through the defence of multilateralism and a rules-based 
global order, the EU seeks to enhance its political and trade 
relations with foreign countries, speak with a united and 
stronger voice and strengthen its leadership around the 
world. The pandemic was a reminder to reinforce the EU’s 
strategy, based on global cooperation. The Union works 
closely with neighbouring countries and strives particularly 
on the development of its relations with the African 
continent. Furthermore, the EU reaffirms its commitment to 
support the European perspective for the countries of the 
Western Balkans. It will continue to hold regular summits 
with its strategic partners to act collaboratively on global 
issues. At the heart of these issues are peace and security, 
climate change, sustainable development, migration, and the 
global recovery.

What are the guiding principles for the 
EU of 27 different Member States? 
The EU’s action on the international scene is guided by 
the principles of development and enlargement, as well as 
the fundamental values of defence of human rights and 
democracy, which are also embedded in the United Nations 
Charter and international law. To this effect, the European 
Parliament awards the Sakharov Prize, with its EUR 50 
000 endowment, at a formal plenary sitting in Strasbourg 
towards the end of each year. The prize promotes freedom of 
expression, the rights of minorities, respect for international 
law, the development of democracy and the implementation 
of the rule of law. It has so far been awarded to dissidents, 
political leaders, journalists, lawyers, civil-society activists, 
writers, mothers, wives, minority leaders, an anti-terrorist 
group, peace activists, an anti-torture activist, a cartoonist, 
long-serving prisoners of conscience, a film-maker, the 
UN as a body and even a child campaigning for the right to 
education. 

CONFERENCE ON THE
FUTURE OF EUROPE:

EU IN THE WORLD

Factsheet 6

Make your voice heard



Does the EU have a strategy for dealing 
with its international partners and on the 
international scene in general? 
Yes, the EU has a Global Strategy where the primary aims 
are to improve the effectiveness of the defence and security 
of the Union, the cooperation between Member States’ 
armed forces, and the protection of civilians by addressing 
future crises. The EU gives priority to security and defence, 
building state and societal resilience, taking an integrated 
approach to conflicts and crises, strengthening cooperative 
regional orders and a rules-based global governance.

Is the EU prepared for natural disasters?
The EU has a Union civil protection mechanism that 
coordinates the response to natural and man-made 
disasters at the EU level. It does this by:

• fostering cooperation among national civil protection 
authorities

• increasing public awareness and preparedness for 
disasters

• enabling quick, effective, coordinated assistance to 
affected populations

Does the EU have a diplomatic service? 
Yes, under the form of the European External Action 
Service. It helps the EU’s foreign affairs chief – the High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy – 
carry out the Union’s Common Foreign and Security Policy.

How about you? Is the EU in the 
World a topic of interest to you? 
What are your opinions about it? 
Would you have any suggestions  
on improving the debate?  
Have your say on https://futureu.europa.
eu/?locale=en and if you are interested in 
organising an event on the topic, refer to  
our more specific guidelines. 

A sneak peek at what citizens are saying or suggesting on 
migration on the Platform so far: 

• The creation of a European Army. The integration of 
armed forces of the various member states would allow 
the EU to fully assume the responsibility of continental 
safety and be able to protect itself against hostile foreign 
influences. 

• Becoming an autonomous entity on the international 
scene. To spread European values and ideas more 
actively, the EU should develop the capabilities to defend 
itself and its interest if required.

• Acting as one: EU as a global actor. The EU should 
develop a genuine common foreign and security policy, 
allowing it to ensure the safety of Europeans while 
promoting democracy, human rights, the rule of law 
and environmental protection in its neighbourhood and 
globally. All actions in foreign affairs and security should 
be co-decided by the European Parliament and the 
Council based on qualified majority, with no possibility to 
block them by a single member state.

• Reforming EU trade and investment policy and 
relaunching global multilateralism. By boosting global 
multilateralism, this idea suggests a profound reform 
based on democracy and peace, solidarity and respect for 
human, social and environmental rights, and a reinforced 
role for the ILO.

An event organized on this topic was “The State of the 
Union 2021 – Europe in a Changing World”, organised by 
the European University Institute, which is an annual event 
for high-level reflection on the European Union. The 2021 
hybrid edition of The State of the Union focused on the theme 
“Europe in a Changing World”. The event welcomed 161 
speakers from 44 countries and an online audience of more 
than 10,000 participants. Experts and world leaders tackled 
multilateral governance and Europe’s role on the global 
stage, focusing on major issues such as climate emergency, 
artificial intelligence, geopolitics, global economy, peace and 
human rights, public health, and strategic autonomy in the 
ongoing global battle against COVID-19.


