
Why is democracy important? 
This has been the subject of much debate but overall it 
has been found that democracy improves the quality of 
decision-making because it provides a method to deal with 
differences and conflicts. It allows us to correct our own 
mistakes by making governments accountable and therefore 
subject to change. However, democracy in the Union and 
its member states is facing challenges such as rising 
extremism, disinformation and low turnouts.

What efforts is the EU making to keep 
democracy strong? 
Initiatives such as Citizen’s Dialogues, European Citizens’ 
Initiative and petitions to the European Parliament have 
been brought about to support public participation. The 
purpose of the Conference on the Future of Europe itself is 
to furtherly involve citizens in the way decisions and policies 
are shaped at European level. A European Democracy Action 
Plan has now been adopted with the purpose of promoting 
free and fair elections, uphold media freedom and fight 
disinformation. 

What is the European Democracy 
Action Plan? 
The European Democracy Action Plan is designed to 
empower citizens and build more resilient democracies 
across the EU by

• promoting free and fair elections

• strengthening media freedom

• countering disinformation

How will it promote free and fair 
elections? 
Safeguarding our European democracy requires more 
determined action to protect electoral processes. This 
means keeping elections free and fair, preserving open 
democratic debate, and updating digital safeguards. Several 
initiatives are being taken to do this: 

• proposing legislation to ensure greater transparency 
in the area of sponsored political content (‘political 
advertising’)

• proposing a revision of the Regulation on the funding of 
European political parties

• measures to protect elections and electoral infrastructure 
against threats, including against cyber-attacks
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How can media freedom be protected? 
To strengthen freedom and pluralism in media, journalists 
need a safer environment where they can do their work 
without fear and intimidation. One such initiative in this 
direction are current discussions to curb the abusive use 
of lawsuits against public participation (SLAPPs). The 
EU is also putting forward further measures to support 
media pluralism and to strengthen transparency of media 
ownership and state advertising, among others, through the 
new Media Ownership Monitor.

How can the EU counter disinformation?
The EU remains committed to increase transparency of 
targeted political content but it also recognises that in 
order to counter fake news it is also necessary to empower 
citizens to make informed decisions, notably through 
education and increased media literacy. To this effect, the 

Commission aims at strengthening the Code of Practice 
on Disinformation to become a more effective tool for 
countering disinformation. It proposes that online platforms, 
that are signatories of the Code, reduce financial incentives 
to disinformation, empower users to take an active role in 
preventing its spread, better cooperate with fact-checkers 
and provide a framework for access to data for researchers.

How about you? Is Democracy a 
topic of interest to you? What are 
your opinions about it? Would you 
have any suggestions on improving 
the debate?  
Have your say on https://futureu.europa.
eu/?locale=en and if you are interested in 
organising an event on the topic, refer to  
our more specific guidelines. 

A sneak peek at what citizens are saying or suggesting on 
Democracy on the Platform so far: 

• Creating EU-wide transnational voting lists in the 
European Elections. This would mean that every 
European citizen would have two votes: one to be cast 
for a candidate on a (sub)national list drawn by national 
parties and one to be cast for a candidate on an EU-wide 
transnational list drawn by European political parties. The 
MEPs would then be chosen based on the proportion of 
all votes cast on their respective (sub)national or EU-wide 
lists. As a minimum, the overall number of MEPs elected 
from EU-wide lists can be set at approximately 50 and 
gradually increased in relation to (sub)national lists to 
allow the European public to adapt to the new method.

• Turning the European Parliament into the primary 
legislative chamber of the EU representing European 
citizens, enjoying full lawmaking and budgetary powers 
in all areas along with the right to propose new legislation 
and fully elect the European Commission’s head. The 
Council of the EU should be replaced by a second EU 
legislative chamber (a European Senate) representing the 
member states. 

• Merging the roles of President of the Commission and of 
President of the European Council into a single one, and 
to elect it directly in European wide elections, according to 
the same electoral law, and with mechanisms that ensure 
citizens of small nations are not disadvantaged in their 
chances to get elected.

• Abolishing the unanimity principle in every institution 
and in every policy field especially in foreign and taxation 
affairs. 

An event organised on this topic was “From Europolitanism 
towards an inclusive European identity: A future of Europe for 
diverse perspectives” organized by Diplomats of Color and 
the Young German Council on Foreign Relations. The event 
consisted in a discussion on minority and BIPoC perspectives 
on Europe and its future on the role that BIPoC and other 
minorities play in our collective European self-conception and 
their expectations towards the future of Europe. Other topics 
discussed in the events were the fight against racism and 
other forms of discrimination and what needs to be done on 
the European level to improve equity and inclusion. It saw the 
participation of Michael Roth, Minister of State for Europe at 
the Federal Foreign Office, Hans Kundnani, Senior Research 
Fellow at Chatham House and Evein Obulor, Coordinator at 
the European Coalition of Cities against Racism. The event 
was moderated by Mehreen Khan, EU Correspondent for the 
Financial Times.


