
What EU policies are in place on Health? 
National governments are primarily responsible for 
healthcare and medical services. European Union health 
policies can however support and strengthen this action. 
Some of the ways the EU can provide this support include 
securing vaccines, ensuring the availability of affordable 
medicines, treatments and medical equipment, and helping 
countries work together to coordinate their responses. So 
in this respect the EU aims at protecting and improving the 
health of EU citizens, supporting the modernisation of health 
infrastructure and improving the efficiency of Europe’s 
health systems. 

So the EU cannot legislate on  
health at all? 
The EU can adopt specific health legislation under the 
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union: Article 168 
(protection of public health), Article 114 (approximation of 
laws) and Article 153 (social policy). Areas where the EU has 
adopted legislation include:

• Patients’ rights in cross-border healthcare

• Pharmaceuticals and medical devices 
(pharmacovigilance, falsified medicines, clinical trials)

• Serious cross border health threats

• Tobacco

• Organs, blood, tissues and cells.

What about COVID-19? 
 Since the outbreak of COVID-19, the European Commission 
has been coordinating a common European response 
to the coronavirus outbreak. A Coronavirus response 
team at political level has been established to coordinate 
respsonses to the pandemic. On 17 June 2020, the European 
Commission presented a European strategy to accelerate the 
development, manufacturing and deployment of vaccines 
against COVID-19. An effective and safe vaccine against 
the virus is our best bet to achieve a permanent solution to 
the pandemic. On 15 October, the Commission adopted its 
Vaccination Strategy presenting the key elements Member 
States should take into consideration for their COVID-19 
vaccination plans, as well as priority groups to consider for 
vaccination first.
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What about the international context? 
To end this global crisis we don’t just need COVID-19 
vaccines, we also need to ensure that everyone in the world 
has access to them. This trigged the setting up of the 
COVAX Facility to secure access to the future COVID-19 
vaccine in low and middle-income countries. Here, the 
European Commission, the World Health Organisation and 
France bring together together governments, global health 
organisations, manufacturers, scientists, private sector, 
civil society and philanthropy, with the aim of providing 
innovative and equitable access to COVID-19 diagnostics, 
treatments and vaccines. In February 2021, the EU doubled 
its contribution to COVAX to €1 billion. 

What is the COVID-digital certificate? 
The EU Digital COVID Certificate will facilitate safe free 
movement of citizens in the EU during the COVID-19 
pandemic. EU Member States can start issuing and using 
it already and it will become available in all EU Member 
States as of 1 July 2021. National authorities are in charge of 
issuing the certificate. The digital version can be stored on 
a mobile device. Citizens can also request a paper version. 
Both will have a QR code that contains essential information, 
as well as a digital signature to make sure the certificate is 
authentic. Member States have agreed on a common design 
that can be used for the electronic and paper versions to 
facilitate the recognition.

How can we be better prepared for a 
similar pandemic in the future? 
The COVID-19 pandemic proved how dangerous lack of 
harmonization between Member States health policies 
can be. The EU needs an European Health Union offering 
stronger Europe-wide coordination, more resilient health 
systems and better preparation for possible future crises.

How can the EU support Member States 
in their Health Policies? 
The EU offers a number of possibilities for funding of health 
projects: 

• The Health Programme provides funding to projects on 
health promotion, health security and health information.

• The Horizon 2020 research programme supports 
projects in areas such as biotechnology and medical 
technologies.

• EU funds support investments in health in EU countries 
and regions.

• The European Fund for Strategic Investments.

How about you? Is Health a topic 
of interest to you? What are your 
opinions about it? Would you have 
any suggestions on improving the 
debate? 
Have your say on https://futureu.europa.
eu/?locale=en and if you are interested in 
organising an event on the topic, refer to  
our more specific guidelines. 

A sneak peek at what citizens are saying or suggesting on 
Health on the Platform so far: 

• Focus on Anti-Aging and Longevity research

• Strengthening the EU’s powers in health beyond support 
and coordination. Following an amendment of the 
Treaties, health will become a “shared competence” 
between the EU and the Member States. The result is that 
the EU would have clearer powers to pass laws on public 
health, and to respond to crises. Even after this change, 
national and regional authorities would be responsible for 
financing healthcare, in the way they are now. 

• Granting equal access to affordable and high-quality 
public services, including health. regardless of their 
economic situation and Member State of residence, 
every single European citizen should have access to 
high-quality public services, including quality health and 
social care, education, public transport, energy, water and 
sanitation, internet, good administration.

An event organized on this topic was “European 
HomeParliaments: The EU’s handling of the pandemic. Have 
a say on the big issues!” organized by the citizen movement 
Pulse of Europe. The event was structured in private online 
discussions of 4 to 8 members where it was possible to 
debate on topics related to health and the EU, with a focus on 
the COVID19 pandemic.


