
Why is migration such a hot topic? 
Migration is not a new phenomenon but over the last 
decade, there has been a substantial migration flow to and 
from the EU, whose peak was reached in 2007 (about four 
million people). It is a complex issue, with many facets that 
need to be weighed together. The safety of people who 
seek international protection or a better life, the concerns 
of countries at the EU’s external borders, which worry that 
migratory pressures will exceed their capacities and which 
need solidarity from others. Or the concerns of other EU 
Member States, which are concerned that, if procedures 
are not respected at the external borders, their own national 
systems for asylum, integration or return will not be able to 
cope in the event of large flows. 

So what is the EU doing about the whole 
issue? 
The EU is taking a fresh, holistic approach through its New 
Pact on Migration and Asylum which will focus on four main 
aspects: 

• Asylum and Migration: 

• Border Management: 

• Working with third countries: 

• Legal migration and integration

What protection does the EU offer to 
those facing violence and who flee their 
country as a consequence? 
Asylum is a fundamental right as well as an international 
obligation for countries and the Union safeguards it through 
the Common European Asylum System (CEAS). This is a 
system that sets out the common standards for Member 
States to ensure an equal and fair treatment for asylum 
seekers across the EU. In essence, the standards include 
the procedure to be followed when asylum seekers first 
arrive, their conditions of reception, the criteria for qualifying 
for refugee status and the rights that are associated with 
it. Moreover, the EU seeks to enhances the protection 
of asylum seekers and clarifies the rules governing the 
relations between states (The Dublin III Regulation). In 
order to improve the CEAS implementation and increase 
cooperation between Member States the Union established, 
in 2010, the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) based 
in Malta. 
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What is meant by border management? 
The migratory crisis and the terrorist attacks in several EU 
countries have highlighted the need to reinforce the EU’s 
external borders. This is done through: 

• the European Border and Coast Guard Agency

• upgrading the Schengen information system (SIS) 
and the visa information system (VIS) that allows 
governments to keep systematic checks against relevant 
databases on all persons crossing the external borders. 

• deploying the new European travel information and 
authorisation system 

• setting new rules to make EU databases more 
interoperable

In what ways does the EU work with third 
countries on migration? 
This entails cooperation that will be centred on 
comprehensive, balanced and tailor-made migration 
partnerships, mutually beneficial for the parties involved. 

The idea is to strike a balance between fighting against 
irregular migration, promoting mobility and legal migration. 
Committed funds in terms of financial instruments made 
available to third parties are a practical way of trying to 
achieve this goal. 

And what measures are there for 
integration for those who successfully 
stay on? 
The action plan on integration and inclusion 2021-2027 
promotes inclusion for all, recognising the important 
contribution of migrants to the EU and addressing the 
barriers that can hinder participation and inclusion of people 
with a migrant background. It is built on the principle that 
inclusive integration requires efforts from both the person 
and the host community through affordable housing,  
access to education and to the job market. 

How about you? Is Migration a topic 
of interest to you? What are your 
opinions about it? Would you have 
any suggestions on improving the 
debate?  
Have your say on https://futureu.europa.
eu/?locale=en and if you are interested in 
organising an event on the topic, refer to  
our more specific guidelines. 

A sneak peek at what citizens are saying or suggesting on 
migration on the Platform so far: 

• Establishing a Pan-European integration programme 
composed of 3 years of compulsory language learning 
(studying the language of the host country) as well as 
receiving professional help to find a job and a place in 
society. 

• Ensuring fair redistribution of refugees across Europe and 
ensuring better integration of refugees and applicants for 
international protection into workplaces. 

• A more concrete and fairer European policy on economic 
migration, to establish legal channels for entry and to 
foster an integration policy based on respect for rights 
and equal treatment of both local and migrant workers, as 
a key tool to address the social impact of migration flows.

• Investing in real statistics about migration impact on 
the EU society, and advertise via web and TV against 
disinformation through real data.

• Avoid paying non-EU countries to stop migrants’ journey 
to EU, which corresponds to systemic violation of human 
rights and dignity

A Migration Event promoted through the Citizen’s Platform

An Event organized on this topic was ‘Migrazioni, nazionalismi 
e cittadinanza europea’. It was organized online by the 
Movimento Federalisti Europei and saw the participation of 
Laura Zanfrini, lecturer of sociology at the Universita Cattolica 
di Milano, and Giampiero Bordino, president of Centro Einstein 
per Studi Internazionali. The debate was focused on Euro-
African relations and the criteria for having an European 
Citizenship while considering an historical perspective of the 
damages caused by imperialism in former European colonies 
in northern Africa.


