
What are the core rights provided for by 
the EU? 
The EU Charter of Fundamental Rights prohibits any 
discrimination based on any ground and the EU enforces this 
principle through the EU Gender Equality Strategy, the Anti-
Racism Action Plan, the LGBTIQ Equality Strategy. Following 
the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon in 2009, the rights, 
freedoms and principles detailed in the Charter became 
legally binding on the EU and on member states. The EU also 
works on the promotion of human rights in relations with 
non-EU countries and international institutions, as well as in 
the negotiation of international agreements.

What are the EU’s core values? 
Rule of law is one of the core values on which the European 
Union is based. It guarantees fundamental rights and 
values while supporting an investment-friendly business 
environment. The EU is committed to protect human 
rights, promote gender equality and fight racism and 
discriminations. The European Union has set out concrete 
measures to strengthen its capacity to promote and  
uphold the rule of law. The rule of law is monitored in all 
EU countries under a new ‘rule of law framework’.

How can the EU keep its citizens safe? 
It is fundamental to help protect Europeans from acts of 
terrorism and crime. The EU Security Union Strategy is 
focused on 4 strategic priorities for action: a future-proof 
security environment, tackling evolving threats, protecting 
Europeans from terrorism and organised crime, and a strong 
security ecosystem. Apart from terrorism, the EU also 
seeks to protect its citizens through judicial cooperation 
and consumer protection. From combatting terrorism and 
organised crime, to preventing and detecting hybrid threats 
and increasing the resilience of our critical infrastructure, 
to promoting cybersecurity and fostering research and 
innovation, the strategy lays out the tools and measures to 
be developed over the next 5 years to ensure security in our 
physical and digital environment. 

How can the EU enforce all this 
throughout 27 different Member States? 
The EU seeks to create a European area of justice by linking 
the different national legal systems, in particular in its fight 
against crimes such as as human trafficking, smuggling 
and corruption. Organised crime comes at huge costs for 
victims, as well as for the economy, with €218 to €282 billion 
estimated to be lost every year. 
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How can consumers be better protected? 
The EU seeks to protect and empower consumers by 
reinforcing the safety of goods, services and food and  
by ensuring compliance of EU consumer rules.  

The New Consumer Agenda also addresses how to increase 
consumer protection and resilience during and after the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which brought significant challenges 
affecting the daily lives of consumers. Whether online 
scams or cancelled travel arrangements, the COVID-19 
pandemic has affected many areas of consumers’ lives. The 
Commission will continue to tackle consumer scams and to 
ensure the protection of travellers and passengers EU rights 
in case of cancelled trips. The Commission will also analyse 
the longer-term impact of COVID-19 on the consumption 
patterns of Europeans, which will serve as a basis for future 
policy initiatives. 

How about you? Are European 
Values and Rights a topic of interest 
to you? What are your opinions 
about it? Would you have any 
suggestions on improving the 
debate?  
Have your say on https://futureu.europa.
eu/?locale=en and if you are interested in 
organising an event on the topic, refer to our  
more specific guidelines

A sneak peek at what citizens are saying or suggesting on 
Values and Security on the Platform so far: 

• Enforcing the obligation to respect the Rule of Law within 
its borders. The EU must ensure that its Member States 
meet satisfactory standards on human rights, freedom of 
speech and press and democracy to have any credibility 
when addressing foreign countries regarding such issues. 
Current concerns about rule of law infringements are 
simply being brushed off as ‘national matters’. More strict 
and enforceable minimum standards must be introduced, 
under clear increasing penalties for non-compliance.  
If shared values and democracy are indeed a requisite to 
be a part of the EU, then continued adherence should be a 
precondition to remain a part of it.

• Strengthening the enforceability of the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union. The 
Conference should be an opportunity to reiterate the need 
for the EU to respect its legal obligation to accede to the 
ECHR, to introduce a legal obligation in the Treaties for 
the EU to also accede to the (revised) European Social 
Charter and its Protocols and to press the EU to ratify the 
relevant international, ILO and European human rights 
instruments, including the Istanbul Convention.

• Introducing a Review Mechanism on Democracy, Rule 
of Law and Fundamental Rights. This would include: an 
annual evidence-based scoreboard on the state of DRF 
in all member states developed by an independent expert 
panel, country-specific recommendations adopted by 
the European Commission based on the scoreboard 
and preventive and corrective measures adopted by 
the European Parliament and the Council by qualified 
majority.

• Implementing a Regulation to prohibit social credit 
systems through facial recognition. Such a system will 
always result in a loss of freedom and should be illegal 
in the EU. Therefore, a regulation should be passed now 
in order to prevent such systems to be implemented in 
the future. Furthermore, when an EU Constitution will be 
adopted, articles shall be redacted on this issue, to ensure 
that facial recognition will never be used by governments 
in the EU to grade EU citizens.

An event organized on this topic was “Basic value of the 
rule of law - Quo Vadis-“ organized by ED Ostlab. It was 
an online event that also saw audience participation via 
chat. The event focused on topics such as the concept and 
importance of the rule of law and how is it at risk. The event 
saw the participation of Dr. Andreas Holzwarth and Prof. Dr. 
Jan Bergmann and in the discussion with Rainer Wieland 
MEP, Vice President of the European Parliament and with 
the audience. Keynote speeches by Dr. Andreas Holzwarth, 
President of the District Court of Ellwangen and Prof. Dr. Jan 
Bergmann, presiding judge at the Administrative Court of 
Baden-Wuerttemberg, honorary professor for European law 
at the University of Stuttgart and honorary chairman of the 
Europe Center Baden-Wuerttemberg.


