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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the proposed Environmental Technologies Action Plan (ETAP) but underlines 
the importance of co-ordination between EU and Member State initiatives in order to 
avoid duplication of effort;

2. Notes that ETAP must be co-ordinated with existing initiatives and underlines the 
importance of implementing already agreed instruments such as the Cardiff Process 
through deadlines as suggested in the Kok Report;

3. Believes that encouragement should be given to help set up and develop databases and 
search engines to provide information on the available technologies in conjunction with 
the European Patent Office and the Community Trade Mark Office;

4. Believes that environmental technologies (ETs) should be defined as all technologies 
whose use is significantly less harmful in terms of its overall environmental impact over 
the longer term (i.e. over decades) than relevant alternatives;

5. Points to the need to make new environmental technologies accessible to consumers so as 
to provide ways of gauging and understanding the capacity of resources and averting 
risks related to air, water, soil contamination, etc.;

6. Indicates that the market for environmental goods and services is growing rapidly and 
that EU companies should continue to play an important role on this market and profit 
from first-mover advantage;

7. Underlines the employment and growth potential in the European eco-sector - notably for 
SMEs - which could make a crucial contribution to attaining the Lisbon objectives;

8. Points to the need to promote technologies to prevent natural disasters or actions likely to 
cause the destruction or deterioration of resources or entail risks to the public;

9. Underlines that the introduction of ETs must be combined with increased resource 
efficiency and a shift in consumer attitudes in order for the EU to attain sustainable 
growth;

10. Points to the need to promote and support QSAR (quantitative structure activity 
relationship) models so as to provide substitutes for certain types of research involving 
animal tests and experiments;

11. Believes that, to promote sustainable development, it is also necessary to encourage 
research into, and innovation in, technologies focused on prevention and the restoration 
of natural, cultural, and historical resources;

12. Observes that Green Public Procurement (GPP) could act as a door opener for 
introducing ETs on the market and urges the Commission to urgently propose measures 
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for increasing GPP;

13. Underlines that a validation mechanism for ETs would be a key instrument in boosting 
the use of GPP;

14. Notes that the development of ETs, notably in the energy sector, has been hampered by 
important state aids for fossil fuels and nuclear power in the Community; strongly 
believes in the principle that external costs should be included in the price of energy from 
different sources and that this principle should be a basis for the revision of the EU state 
aid guidelines due in late 2005; also notes that eco-taxes are an important tool to get 
energy prices right;

15. Urges the EIB and the EBRD to increase funding of projects involving eco-innovation 
and technology, notably by SMEs;

16. Notes that scarce resources are often a source of  regional conflicts in the developing 
world; is of the opinion that transfers of EU ETs could also serve as a conflict prevention 
tool;

17. Notes that environmental technologies for the treatment of waste have an important role 
to play in sustainable development and that the use of municipal waste to achieve energy 
savings will have dual environmental benefits in that it will eliminate materials harmful 
to the environment and produce energy that is renewable.
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