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AMENDMENTS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Regional 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following amendments in its 
report:

Text proposed by the Commission Amendments by Parliament

Amendment 1
Recital 6

(6) Building on the experience and strengths 
of the Urban Community initiative foreseen 
by Article 20(1)(b) of Council Regulation 
(EC) No 1260/1999 of 21 June 1999 laying 
down general provisions on the Structural 
Funds [5], the urban dimension should be 
reinforced by fully integrating measures in 
that field into the operational programmes 
co-financed by the ERDF.
 

(6) Building on the experience and strengths 
of the Urban Community initiative foreseen 
by Article 20(1)(b) of Council Regulation 
(EC) No 1260/1999 of 21 June 1999 laying 
down general provisions on the Structural 
Funds [5], the urban dimension should be 
reinforced by fully integrating measures in 
that field into the operational programmes 
co-financed by the ERDF, and both 
economic and employment policy 
measures, complemented by measures to 
combat social exclusion and to improve the 
environment, should be grouped together. 

Amendment 2
Recital 10

(10) The ERDF should address the problems 
of accessibility and remoteness from large 
markets confronting areas with an extremely 
low population density, as referred to in 
Protocol No 6 to the Act of Accession of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden. The ERDF 
should also address the specific difficulties 
encountered by certain islands, mountain 
areas and sparsely populated areas whose 
geographical situation slows down their 
development..

(10) The ERDF should address the problems 
of accessibility and remoteness from large 
markets confronting areas with an extremely 
low population density, as referred to in 
Protocol No 6 to the Act of Accession of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden. The ERDF 
should also address the specific difficulties 
encountered by certain islands, the 
autonomous cities of Ceuta and Melilla, 
which have high population density and 
high unemployment rates, mountain areas 
and sparsely populated areas whose 
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geographical situation slows down their 
development.

Amendment 3
Article 1, subparagraph 2

It lays down specific provisions concerning 
the treatment of urban and rural areas, of 
areas dependent on fisheries, of the 
outermost regions, and of areas with natural 
handicaps.

It lays down specific provisions concerning 
the treatment of urban and rural areas, of 
areas dependent on fisheries, of the 
outermost regions, of areas with natural 
handicaps and of isolated areas of dense 
population and high unemployment.

Amendment 4
Article 2, paragraph 1

The ERDF shall contribute to the financing 
of assistance towards the reinforcement of 
economic, social and territorial cohesion by 
reducing regional disparities and supporting 
the structural development and adjustment 
of regional economies, including the 
conversion of declining industrial regions. 

The ERDF shall contribute to the financing 
of assistance towards the reinforcement of 
economic, social and territorial cohesion by 
reducing regional disparities and supporting 
the structural development and adjustment 
of regional economies, including both the
conversion of declining industrial regions
and areas and combating unemployment 
and poverty.

Justification

The development of declining industrial regions must be one leg in attaining the objective, 
since in these regions a situation already exists which needs to be remedied. Having said that, 
we should focus on what is a major issue in the development of places and human resources, 
namely the fight against poverty, which can occur only under conditions of full and sound 
employment.

Amendment 5
Article 2, paragraph 2

In so doing, the ERDF shall give effect to 
the priorities of the Community, and in 
particular the need to strengthen 
competitiveness and innovation, to create 
sustainable jobs, and to promote 

In so doing, the ERDF shall give effect to 
the priorities of the Community, and in 
particular the need to strengthen economic 
growth, competitiveness and innovation, to 
create sustainable jobs, to promote 
environmentally sound growth and 
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environmentally sound growth. sustainable development and to ensure
equality between men and women, non-
discrimination on the grounds of sex, racial 
or ethnic origin, religion or belief, 
disability, age or sexual orientation and 
social inclusion, ensuring that accessibility 
for disabled people is a condition for all 
projects benefiting from the Funds.

Justification

The ERDF is an essential tool for reducing and alleviating social exclusion of disabled 
persons in all areas of life in particular by promoting and creating an accessible physical 
environment for disabled persons in relation to tourism, transport and the built environment.

It is of vital importance that Structural Funds do not lead to the creation of further access 
barriers for disabled people; therefore explicit reference is necessary to link accessibility 
requirements for disabled persons to allocation of resources.

Amendment 6
Article 3, paragraph 2, point (c)

(c) other development initiatives including 
services to enterprises, creation and 
development of financing instruments such 
as venture capital, loan and guarantee funds 
and local development funds, interest 
subsidies, neighbourhood services, and 
exchange of experience between regions, 
towns, and relevant social, economic and 
environmental actors;

(c) other development and employment 
initiatives including services to enterprises, 
creation and development of financing 
instruments such as venture capital, loan and 
guarantee funds and local development 
funds, interest subsidies, neighbourhood 
services, and exchange of experience 
between regions, towns, and relevant social, 
economic and environmental actors;

Amendment 7
Article 3, paragraph 2, point (c a) (new)

ca. the continuous training of workers, 
chiefly in respect of technological 
innovations;

Justification

The continuous training of workers, particularly of older workers, will in principle ensure 
high quality performance at work and familiarity with the new technologies, and will then 
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help eliminate the phenomenon of the gradual replacement of the ‘older’ staff by younger 
staff who are more closely attuned to modern professional requirements. Lifelong learning 
must be a basic factor in safeguarding work and equal opportunities.

Amendment 8
Article 4, introductory part

Under the “Convergence” objective, the 
ERDF shall focus its assistance on 
supporting sustainable integrated regional 
and local economic development by 
mobilising and strengthening endogenous 
capacity through programmes aimed at the 
modernisation and diversification of regional 
economic structures, primarily in the 
following areas:

Under the “Convergence” objective, the 
ERDF shall focus its assistance on 
supporting sustainable integrated regional 
and local economic development by 
mobilising and strengthening endogenous 
capacity through programmes aimed at the 
modernisation and diversification of regional 
and local economic structures, primarily in 
the following areas:

Amendment 9
Article 4, point 1

1) Research and technological development 
(R&TD), innovation and entrepreneurship, 
including strengthening of regional research 
and technological development capacities, 
aid to R&TD in small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and to technology 
transfer, improvement of links between 
SMEs and universities, and research and 
technology centres, development of business 
networks and clusters, support for the 
provision of business and technology 
services to groups of SMEs, fostering of 
entrepreneurship and innovation funding for 
SMEs through new financing instruments;

1) Research and technological development 
(R&TD), innovation and entrepreneurship, 
including strengthening of regional research 
and technological development capacities, 
aid to R&TD in small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and to technology 
transfer, improvement of links between 
SMEs and universities, and research and 
technology centres, development of business 
networks and clusters, support for the 
provision of business and technology 
services to groups of SMEs and micro-
undertakings, fostering of entrepreneurship 
and innovation funding for SMEs and 
micro-undertakings through new financing 
instruments;

Amendment 10
Article 4, point 1 a (new)

1a) Fostering equality between men and 
women in the labour market, in particular 
through promoting the start-up of 
enterprises, infrastructures and services 
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which make it easier to reconcile family 
and professional life; 

Amendment 11
Article 4, point 2

2) Information society, including 
development of local content, services and 
applications, improvement of access to and 
development of on-line public services, aid 
and services to SMEs to adopt and 
effectively use information and 
communication technologies (ICTs);

2) Information society, including 
development of local content, services and 
applications, improvement of access -
particularly for disabled people and other 
socially excluded groups - to and 
development of on-line public services, aid 
and services to SMEs to adopt and 
effectively use information and 
communication technologies (ICTs);

Justification

Article 4 of ERDF which concerns Objective 1 regions only, rightly gives emphasis to the 
importance of the information society. 

Inclusion is an essential element of the European Community’s objective to achieve an 
information society for all, i.e. the promotion of access to the information society for 
vulnerable groups. The ERDF must be fully committed to the overall aims and objectives of e-
inclusion and e-accessibility and, therefore, must ensure that the activities supported in this 
field give attention and recognition of the need to promotion and secure accessibility by 
disabled persons to the information society.

Amendment 12
Article 4, point 2 a (new)

2a) Local employment and development 
initiatives: aid for structures providing 
neighbourhood services to create new jobs 
but excluding measures financed by the 
European Social Fund (ESF).

Amendment 13
Article 4, point 3

3) Environment, including investments 
connected with waste management, water 
supplies, urban waste-water treatment and 

3) Environment, including investments 
connected with waste management and 
recycling, water supplies, urban waste-water 
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air quality, integrated pollution prevention 
and control, rehabilitation of contaminated 
sites and land, promotion of biodiversity and 
nature protection, aid to SMEs to promote 
sustainable production patterns through the 
introduction of cost-effective environmental 
management systems and the adoption and 
use of pollution-prevention technologies;

treatment and air quality, integrated 
pollution prevention and control, 
rehabilitation of contaminated sites and land, 
promotion of biodiversity and nature 
protection, aid to SMEs to promote 
sustainable production patterns through the 
introduction of cost-effective environmental 
management systems and the adoption and 
use of pollution-prevention technologies;

Amendment 14
Article 4, point 5

5) Tourism, including promotion of natural 
and cultural assets as potential for the 
development of sustainable tourism, 
protection and enhancement of the cultural 
heritage in support of economic 
development, aid to improve the supply of 
tourism services through new higher value-
added services;

5) Tourism, including promotion of natural 
and cultural assets as potential for the 
development of sustainable tourism and 
protection and enhancement of the social 
and cultural heritage in support of economic 
growth and employment development. This 
shall also include aid to improve the supply 
of tourism services, in particular by means 
of vocational training for jobs in tourism, 
through new higher value-added services;

Amendment 15
Article 4, point 6

6) Transport investments, including trans-
European networks and integrated city-wide 
strategies for clean urban transport, which 
contribute to improving the access to and 
quality of passenger and goods services, to 
achieving a more balanced modal split, to 
promoting intermodal systems and reducing 
environmental impacts;

6) Transport investments, including trans-
European networks and integrated city-wide 
strategies for clean urban transport, which 
contribute to improving the access to, and 
quality of passenger and goods services, 
particularly equal access to transport for 
disabled people, to achieving a more 
balanced modal split, to promoting 
intermodal systems and reducing 
environmental impacts; 

Justification

Article 4 of ERDF which concerns Objective 1 region only, rightly gives emphasis to the 
importance of the information society. 

The ERDF is an essential tool for reducing and alleviating social exclusion of disabled 
persons in all areas of life in particular by promoting and creating an accessible physical 
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environment for disabled persons in relation to tourism, transport and the built environment.

It is of vital importance that Structural Funds do not lead to the creation of further access 
barriers for disabled people; therefore explicit reference is necessary to link accessibility 
requirements for disabled persons to allocation of resources.

Attention must also be given to ensuring vulnerable groups, such as disabled persons, have 
equal access to health care including access to health care information which should be 
provided in accessible formats for disabled persons.

Amendment 16
Article 4, point 7

7) Energy, including trans-European 
networks, which contribute to improving 
security of supply, completing the internal 
market, and integrating environmental 
considerations, improvement of energy 
efficiency and the development of renewable 
energies;

7) Energy, including trans-European 
networks, which contribute to improving 
security and quality of supply, safeguarding 
jobs, completing the internal market, and 
integrating environmental considerations, 
improvement of energy efficiency and the 
development of renewable energies;

Amendment 17
Article 4, point 8

8) Education investments, which contribute 
to increasing the attractiveness and quality 
of life in regions;

8) Investments in education and vocational 
training, which contribute to increasing the 
attractiveness and quality of life in regions, 
and in the continuous training of workers 
in new technologies;

Justification

The continuous training of workers, particularly of older workers, will in principle ensure 
high quality performance at work and familiarity with the new technologies, and will then 
help eliminate the phenomenon of the gradual replacement of the ‘older’ staff by younger 
staff who are more closely attuned to modern professional requirements. Lifelong learning 
must be a basic factor in safeguarding work and equal opportunities.

Amendment 18
Article 4, point 9

9) Health, including investments to develop 9) Health, including investments to develop 
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and improve health provision which 
contribute to regional development and 
quality of life in regions;

and improve health provision and equal 
access to health care for vulnerable groups 
which contribute to local and regional 
development and quality of life in regions;

Justification

Article 4 of ERDF which concerns Objective 1 region only, rightly gives emphasis to the 
importance of the information society. 

The ERDF is an essential tool for reducing and alleviating social exclusion of disabled 
persons in all areas of life in particular by promoting and creating an accessible physical 
environment for disabled persons in relation to tourism, transport and the built environment.

It is of vital importance that Structural Funds do not lead to the creation of further access 
barriers for disabled people; therefore explicit reference is necessary to link accessibility 
requirements for disabled persons to allocation of resources.

Attention must also be given to ensuring vulnerable groups, such as disabled persons, have 
equal access to health care including access to health care information which should be 
provided in accessible formats for disabled persons.

Amendment 19
Article 4, point 10

10) Direct aid to investment in SMEs 
contributing to creating and safeguarding 
jobs. 

10) Direct aid to investment in SMEs 
contributing to technological modernisation 
and creating and safeguarding sustainable 
and high-quality employment.

Justification

Whether SMEs can be profitable and therefore viable depends to a great extent on how up-to-
date they are and therefore how accessible they are to consumers. The modernisation of 
SMEs will bring profitability and will therefore ensure both the existence and the quality of 
jobs.

Amendment 20
Article 5, point 1

1) innovation and the knowledge economy, 
through support to the design and 
implementation of regional innovation 
strategies conducive to efficient regional 

1) innovation and the knowledge economy, 
through support to design and 
implementation of regional innovation 
strategies conducive to job creation and 
efficient regional innovation systems, which 
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innovation systems, and specifically: should also take into account accessibility 
features for disabled people. More 
specifically:

Justification

The ERDF is an essential tool for reducing and alleviating social exclusion of disabled 
persons in all areas of life in particular by promoting and creating an accessible environment 
for disabled persons.

Accessibility is a crucial and central part of a sustainable regional development strategy and 
must be recognised as one of the priorities.

In relation to urban development, particular attention to socially excluded persons is 
necessary notably in urban planning. Accessibility for disabled persons to the urban 
environment is essential.

Amendment 21
Article 5, point 1, point (a)

(a) enhancing regional R&TD and 
innovation capacities directly linked to 
regional economic development objectives 
by supporting industry or technology-
specific competence centres, by promoting 
technology transfer, and by developing 
technology forecasting and international 
benchmarking of policies to promote 
innovation, and by supporting inter-firm 
collaboration and joint R&TD and 
innovation policies; 

(a) enhancing regional R&TD and 
innovation capacities directly linked to 
regional economic development objectives 
and combating unemployment and poverty 
by supporting industry or technology-
specific competence centres, by promoting 
technology transfer, and by developing 
technology forecasting and international 
benchmarking of policies to promote 
innovation, and by supporting inter-firm 
collaboration and joint R&TD and 
innovation policies; 

Justification

Combating unemployment and poverty must constitute a primary objective, and it should be 
understood that it is indissoluble linked to development and technological progress.

Amendment 22
Article 5, point 1, point (b a) (new)

(ba) the provision of infrastructure on a 
scale appropriate to local and employment 
development;
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Justification

This wording is taken from the existing regulation where it applies to local employment 
initiatives, in particular in urban areas.

Amendment 23
Article 5, point 1, point (b b) (new)

(bb) aid for structures providing 
neighbourhood services to create new jobs 
but excluding measures financed by the 
European Social Fund (ESF);

Amendment 24
Article 5, point1, point (c a) (new)

(ca) fostering equality between men and 
women in the labour market, in particular 
through promoting the start-up of 
enterprises and infrastructures and services 
which make it easier to reconcile family 
and professional life, together with specific 
measures for women entrepreneurs to 
facilitate the economic application of new 
ideas, and measures to encourage the start-
up of new enterprises derived from 
universities and existing enterprises;

Amendment 25
Article 5, point 1, point (d a) (new)

da) increasing the active involvement of the 
most disadvantaged groups in urban and 
rural areas in the development of their 
communities and the local economy;

Amendment 26
Article 5, point 2, point (a)

a) stimulating investment for the 
rehabilitation of contaminated sites and land, 
and promoting the development of 
infrastructure linked to biodiversity and 

a) stimulating investment for the 
rehabilitation of contaminated sites and land, 
and promoting the development of 
infrastructure linked to biodiversity and 
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Natura 2000 contributing to sustainable 
economic development and diversification 
of rural areas;

Natura 2000 contributing to sustainable 
economic development, diversification of
production and retention of jobs in rural 
areas; 

Amendment 27
Article 5, point 2, point (c)

c) promoting clean urban public transport; c) promoting clean urban public transport
accessible for all, including disabled 
people;

Justification

The ERDF is an essential tool for reducing and alleviating social exclusion of disabled 
persons in all areas of life in particular by promoting and creating an accessible environment
for disabled persons. Accessibility is a crucial and central part of a sustainable regional 
development strategy and must be recognised as one of the priorities. In relation to urban 
development, particular attention to socially excluded persons is Necessary notably in urban 
planning. Accessibility for disabled persons to the urban environment is essential.

Amendment 28
Article 5, point 3

3) access, outside major urban centres, to 
transport and telecommunication services of 
general economic interest, and specifically:

3) access, in particular for disabled people  
and other socially excluded persons, outside 
major urban centres, to transport and 
telecommunication services of general 
economic interest, and specifically:

Justification

The ERDF is an essential tool for reducing and alleviating social exclusion of disabled 
persons in all areas of life in particular by promoting and creating an accessible environment 
for disabled persons. Accessibility is a crucial and central part of a sustainable regional 
development strategy and must be recognised as one of the priorities. In relation to urban 
development, particular attention to socially excluded persons is necessary notably in urban 
planning. Accessibility for disabled persons to the urban environment is essential. 

Amendment 29
Article 6, point 1, introductory part

1) the development of cross-border 1) the development of cross-border 
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economic and social activities through joint 
strategies for sustainable territorial 
development, and primarily:

economic and social activities through joint 
strategies for territorial development and 
sustainable employment, and primarily:

Amendment 30
Article 6, point 2, point (d a) (new)

(da) the creation of joint infrastructures for 
continuous cross-border educational and 
training systems intended particularly for 
bilingual and multilingual training;

Amendment 31
Article 8, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1

1. In the case of action involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25(4) a) 
and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No (…), the 
ERDF shall support the development of 
participative, integrated strategies to tackle 
the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems affecting 
urban agglomerations.

1. In the case of action involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25(4) a)
and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No (…), the 
ERDF shall support the development of 
participative, integrated strategies to tackle 
the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems affecting 
urban agglomerations, support the removal 
of access barriers faced by disabled people 
in the urban environment and require 
urban development projects funded by the 
ERDF to comply with accessibility criteria.

Justification

Urban regeneration cannot succeed if socially disadvantaged groups are not accommodated 
in urban policy and planning. In particular urban development must explicitly recognise the 
need to promote an urban environment which is accessible for disabled people.

Amendment 32
Article 8, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical, social and
cultural heritage with measures to promote 
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entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, paying particular 
attention to the quality of life of people 
suffering any kind of disability, as well as 
the provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures and the unemployment rate.

Amendment 33
Article 9, point 5 a (new)

5a) combating poverty and unemployment;

Justification

See justifications to amendments 4 and 21.

Amendment 34
Article 9, point 5 b (new)

5b) training of workers so that they can 
find work or upgrade their professional 
situation.

Justification

See justifications to amendments 7 and 17.

Amendment 35
Article 10, paragraph 1

Regional programmes co-financed by the 
ERDF covering areas facing natural 
handicaps as referred to in Article 52(1) b) 
of Regulation (EC) No (...) shall pay 
particular attention to addressing the specific 
difficulties of those areas. 

Regional programmes co-financed by the 
ERDF covering areas facing natural 
handicaps or serious social problems as 
referred to in Article 52(1) b) of Regulation 
(EC) No (...) shall pay particular attention to 
addressing the specific difficulties of those 
areas.

Justification

It is very important that we take into account the specific conditions obtaining in certain 
regions in which unemployment, and also geophysical factors, exacerbate poverty, since the
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scope for development, employment and prosperity is clearly limited in relation to developed 
centres.

Amendment 36
Article 10, paragraph 2

Without prejudice to Article 3 and 4, the 
ERDF shall in particular contribute towards 
the financing of investments aimed at 
improving accessibility, promoting and 
developing economic activities related to the 
cultural heritage, promoting the sustainable 
use of natural resources, and stimulating the 
tourism sector.

Without prejudice to Article 3 and 4, the 
ERDF shall in particular contribute towards 
the financing of investments aimed at 
improving accessibility, promoting and 
developing economic and social activities 
related to the cultural heritage, promoting 
the sustainable use of natural resources, and 
stimulating the tourism sector.

Amendment 37
Article 11, title

Outermost regions Outermost regions and the autonomous 
cities of Ceuta and Melilla

Amendment 38
Article 11, introductory part

In accordance with the additional allocation 
referred to in Article 16(1) d) of Regulation 
(EC) No (…) and by way of derogation from 
Article 3(2) of this Regulation, the ERDF 
shall help finance operating aid in the 
outermost regions to offset the additional 
costs incurred in the areas covered by 
Article 4 and in the following additional 
areas, with the exception of products falling 
within Annex I to the Treaty:

In accordance with the additional allocation 
referred to in Article 16(1) d) of Regulation 
(EC) No (…) and by way of derogation from 
Article 3(2) of this Regulation, the ERDF 
shall help finance operating aid in the 
outermost regions and in the autonomous 
cities of Ceuta and Melilla, which have 
high population density, to offset the 
additional costs incurred in the areas covered 
by Article 4 and in the following additional 
areas, with the exception of products falling 
within Annex I to the Treaty:

Amendment 39
Article 11, point (b)

b) support linked to storage constraints, the 
excessive size and the maintenance of 

b) support linked to storage constraints, the 
excessive size and the maintenance of 
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production tools, and the lack of human 
capital on the local labour market.

production tools, the lack of human capital 
on the local labour market and vocational 
training.

Amendment 40
Article 12, point 6, point (b)

(b) a description of the monitoring and 
evaluation systems as well as the 
composition of the monitoring committee;

(b) a description of the monitoring and 
evaluation systems as well as the 
composition of the monitoring committee
and documentation on the partners’ 
opinions;
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