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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Employment and Social Affairs calls on the Committee on Regional 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Points out that company relocation is a serious matter in several Member States;

2. Believes that relocation affects not only highly labour-intensive ‘traditional’ industries 
such as textiles and clothing, footwear, cable-manufacturing, and timber, but also highly 
capital-intensive industries such as steel-making, mechanical engineering, shipbuilding, 
aviation, and electronic components, and, moreover, large parts of the services sector, for 
example software development and financial, information, and logistics services;

3. Calls on the Commission to work for the inclusion of social clauses in international 
treaties, and to do so on the basis of the five ILO conventions considered to be priorities, 
namely the right to organise, freedom of assembly, and the elimination of child labour, 
forced labour, and discrimination; calls for the implementation of these social clauses to 
be backed up by positive measures and incentives for countries and companies to abide by 
them; calls on the Commission and Council to work to ensure that this matter is again 
placed on the agenda at the WTO ministerial conference, and that a committee for trade 
and human rights is created to deal in particular with issues of human rights in the 
working world;

4. Is convinced that greater transparency regarding all the places where products are made, 
be it wholly, in part, or under licence, and the labour standards in force, to be provided 
through, for example, a ‘codex for working standards’ and a ‘fair trade codex’, could help 
to influence buyers and consumers in their choice of purchases; maintains that all forms of 
production under licence should be covered by a codex of the above type and calls on the 
Commission to take the lead in devising such a codex, which should encompass the ILO 
standards, including the minimum conditions for employee representation in cases where 
goods are produced wholly, in part, or under licence in non-member countries;

5. Considers that the use of Community funds, and especially funding for industry and from 
the European Social Fund, should be made subject to specific rules relating to innovation, 
local development, employment, and to production commitments within the territory, in 
the long term, of the enterprises benefiting; calls in particular for the rules on use of the 
Structural Funds to be respected and reinforced;

6. Calls for the rights of the workers affected to be safeguarded and for full guarantees to be 
given as regards the provision of information to workers;

7. Draws attention to the significance of Parliament’s resolution of 13 March 2003 on the 
closure of firms after they were granted financial aid by the European Union; calls on the 
Commission to ask the European Monitoring Centre on Change to study relocation with 
particular attention;

8. Recommends that the Commission keep the current company closures and relocations 
under proper and careful review and demand that aid granted be paid back if it is misused.
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