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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Regional 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Calls on local authorities, as employers of women and men, to set an example by 
guaranteeing equality between women and men in the number of people employed in 
every grade, providing for equal pay for equal work, and ensuring equality as regards 
professional training and positions of responsibility in the upper echelons of the hierarchy;

2. Takes the view that urban planning should take account of the specific nature of European 
cities in demographic and qualitative terms, incorporating a wide spectrum of policies and 
measures involving women with a view to ensuring people-friendly cities in terms of 
transport, economic activity, the environment, planning, social policy, public health, 
migration policy, social integration, housing policy and safety policy; this strategy should 
be accompanied by systematic gender mainstreaming throughout; 

3. Calls on the Member States, the regional and local authorities, businesses, the social 
partners and NGOs to devote particular attention not only to infrastructural issues but also 
to innovatory measures to remedy the social exclusion of more vulnerable sections of the 
population, especially less affluent women, elderly women, migrant women and ethnic 
minority women in big cities; 

4. Calls on the Commission to consider, in relation to equal opportunities and social aspects 
in the context of the recent and forthcoming enlargements, the following issues as the 
most pressing new urban challenges: creating opportunities for disadvantaged urban youth 
and street children; relative and absolute poverty and child poverty in the urban 
environment; encouraging emerging civil society manifestations such as neighbourhood 
forums; and encouraging citizens’ participation in governance, especially through digital 
democracy;

5. Calls on local authorities in urban areas to implement a system to consult women about 
their specific needs and priorities, and to take that information into account in their 
equality action plans and in the organisation of civic life;

6. Calls on local authorities in urban areas to take account of women’s needs when preparing 
their budgets and to establish a system for following up, monitoring and evaluating 
‘gender budgeting’;

7. Calls on the Member States and local authorities to pay particular attention to the problem 
of domestic violence, by promoting campaigns to raise awareness on the matter and by 
setting up support structures for women who are victims of domestic violence, thus 
ensuring them psychological support and follow-up;

8. Calls on local authorities in urban areas to encourage women’s participation in civic life;
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9. Calls on the Commission, given that URBAN II (2000-2006) is drawing to an end, and in 
particular in the wake of the recent enlargement, to devote particular attention to women’s 
interests over the coming programming period and to seek effective coordination with 
other Community urban planning initiatives (such as EQUAL or the Community 
programme of action for gender equality), incorporating, among the priorities contained in 
the new programme guidelines, measures to promote equal opportunities and facilitate the 
work-life balance; 

10. Calls on the national, local and private programme management authorities to promote the 
development of public transport in such a way as to take account of city-dwellers’ need 
for rapid, safe and flexible mobility in line with their day-to-day requirements; these 
measures will be of particular help to women because of the travel burden involved in 
combining work and family life;

11. Calls on the European Network for Exchange of Experience (URBACT), in the context of 
the exchange of good practice and experience between European cities, to devote 
particular attention to the problems of cities in the new Member States, giving particular 
attention to gender mainstreaming throughout and encouraging cooperation with European 
Urban Networks such as Eurocities and with international initiatives such as the UN-
HABITAT programme;

12. Takes the view that urban planning should be directed towards changing attitudes in order 
to resolve the housing and settlement problems of the Roma urban communities 
(exclusion, low housing quality and health risks from pollution).
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