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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on  Environment, 
Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following 
suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. whereas climate change is a major and complex challenge of our time that has 
consequences for the environment, human health, living standards and regional planning,

B. whereas full implementation, by all Parties, of the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change and the Kyoto Protocol is fundamental in tackling climate change, even though the 
measures will not be truly effective until a global solution is found which includes the large 
economic blocs responsible for the bulk of polluting emissions,

C. whereas there is possibly less time to start reducing total greenhouse gas emissions than 
previously anticipated,

D. whereas, by 2050, emissions should be reduced by half globally in order to contain global 
warming below 2°C,

E. whereas the innovation and implementation of technology is the best way to combat 
climate change in the long term,

1. Strongly believes that the EU should retain its leading role in brokering an international 
agreement on the post-2012 regime under the Kyoto Protocol which should include all 
Parties based on a common but differentiated responsibilities without whose participation 
it is very difficult to control emissions at global level; believes that the adoption of
unilateral objectives by the European Union may have unwanted effects on the 
competitiveness of Community industry and give rise to trade disputes;

2. Calls on the EU to adopt domestic reduction targets of between 15% and 30% by 2020,
and a target for 2050 which is in line with the EU's agreed long-term objectives, taking 
account of the costs and benefits of the measures and the need for countries with more 
developed economies to make greater efforts;

3. Recognises that delayed action will increase the risk of adverse environmental effects and 
greater costs;  maintains that reducing global emissions must not lead to other threats;

4. Considers that combating climate change produces benefits both for society and the 
environment and contributes towards the achievement of the Lisbon objectives and the 
Millennium Development Goals; believes that investment in and the development of 
renewable energies gives rise to fresh possibilities for agriculture and forestry, more jobs, 
better health, increased regional growth, better exploitation of local and regional resources 
and of existing advanced technology, and less poverty;

5. Points to the need to diversify lines of research and preventive measures to avoid effects 
on human health and safety, floods, drought, fires - particularly in forested and protected 
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areas, a decline in biodiversity and economic losses; calls on the Member States and 
Commission to take account of the importance of forests and farming in absorbing carbon, 
slowing down erosion, providing resources and influencing the climate;

6. Recalls that the potential for energy savings is as high as 40% in the EU, but that to reach 
this goal binding targets must be set;

7. Notes that with a systemic approach it would be possible for renewable energies to cover 
25% of EU energy consumption by 2020;

8. Considers that it is important to resolve the problem of a sharply rising demand for energy 
from dwindling oil sources, and the resultant rise in the price of oil, in a way which also 
helps to reduce climate change; considers that greater energy efficiency, inter alia through 
trigeneration, and a higher proportion of energy from renewable sources are crucial;

9. Calls for more in-depth research into the causes and effects of climate change, given its 
complexity; takes the view that the amounts allocated for this purpose under FP7 are 
insufficient; is convinced that new applications should be sought for the Galileo project for 
the rapid detection of phenomena such as droughts and floods;

10. Welcomes the emphasis placed by the Commission on innovation, but also wishes to see 
clear, concrete measures; regrets the fact that the car industry will be unable to meet the 
140 g/km standard on time; urges the setting of a statutory standard of 80 to 100 g/km for 
the longer term; also urges the use of a system of tradeable emission rights for the car 
industry to enable it to continue to reduce emissions at the lowest cost; calls on the 
Commission to adopt innovative measures to encourage the industry to reduce emissions 
of greenhouse gases by cars more quickly;

11. Is concerned at the rise in freight transport; calls on the Commission to produce an 
estimate of CO2 emissions from freight transport, and urges the Commission to explore 
innovative ways of making CO2 pollution caused by transport transparent; is aware that
aviation is responsible at world level for 4 to 9% of total greenhouse gas emissions and 
that aviation emissions are growing by 3% a year; stresses the importance of sharp 
reduction targets for the aviation sector; notes that CO2 reduction targets at world level 
for the transport sector could help improve conditions of competition and bring about a 
level playing field; calls on the Commission to assess the implications for European 
industry of sharp CO2 reduction targets for the transport sector;

12. Recommends that steps be taken to adapt our society to be more weather-resilient (better 
land use planning, building codes, flood defences, geographically diverse production 
centres, contingency planning, etc.);

13. Demands that the EU put more effort into the development of promising technological 
solutions in co-operation with the other global players;

14. Calls on the Commission to more clearly point the way towards achieving a low CO2

economy by drawing up a road map indicating, inter alia, expectations with regard to 
hydrogen and sustainable energy sources; calls on the Commission to identify any sticking 
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points in the development and application of new and clean technologies.
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