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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Constitutional 
Affairs, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Suggests that the most appropriated criteria for a rational assessment of the issues 
currently at the fore in the reflection period on the Treaty establishing a Constitution for 
Europe are those of greater effectiveness in promoting the competitiveness of the EU
economy and of the endowment of the EU society with tools and instruments capable to 
cope with the challenges brought about by globalisation;

2. Is of the view that, beyond the consideration of the institutional questions, Europe-
oriented national dialogues on the substance of the policies as set out in the Constitution 
should seek to demonstrate the added value of the Community and, especially, of the 
Constitution for Europe's citizens; suggests that, in addition, the up-coming EU 
presidencies could nominate high-ranking personalities with European experience to 
promote in-depth debate on the purpose of a European Constitution;

3. Considers it desirable that the reflection period be used to discuss with the public:

- the necessary contribution of EU-wide strategies and industrial policies favouring the 
sustainable basis for creating of new jobs;

- the reasons why a well structured EU policy on research and innovation can give a 
fresh boost to European industry, especially concerning to the small and medium-sized 
industry; 

- that, under the Constitutional Treaty, energy policy will be endowed with a legal base 
of its own and will fall within the shared competence of the Union and the Member 
States;

4. Considers that public awareness of Europe would be heightened by the presence of the 
European flag in all central and local government public buildings throughout Europe;

5. Recommends European Community funding for intensive European press briefing 
seminars on EU issues as a means of stimulating public debate regarding European 
policies;

6. Is of the view that the Constitution improves the decision-making process as regards 
space, energy and research policy, bringing a more prominent role of the Union in the 
constructing of a secure and sustainable environment;

7. Considers that intensified contacts between the European Parliament and national 
parliaments should contribute to that debate; considers that in order to step up national 
debate on the economic and social development of Europe, means should be found of 
placing the Lisbon Strategy on national parliamentary agendas; 

8. Considers that, in order  to encourage maximum public participation in the democratic 
process, joint meetings should be organised as frequently as possible between the relevant 
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European and national parliamentary committees and the representatives of the European 
political groups and national political parties; recommends also that national 
parliamentary experts be made familiar with the European instruments and their use;

9. Considers that the reflection period should be used not only to explain to citizens the 
chances that the Constitution could bring, but also to explain that the effectiveness of the 
Union is dependent on close and efficient cooperation between the Union and the Member 
States in decision making and implementation;

10. Supports the view that the introduction of European Excellence Awards for Young People 
and the support for those already in existence will give a major boost to research, 
innovation and energy and industrial policy where Europe is, or aspires to be, in the 
vanguard.
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