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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Legal Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Acknowledges the Commission's Recommendation and invites it to present as soon as 
possible, after close consultation with the interested parties and after thorough market 
research, a suitable legal proposal to regulate efficiently the collective management of 
copyright and related rights in the music industry, taking into account the specificity of the 
digital era and the need to strike a balance between the guaranteeing of European cultural 
diversity, the safeguarding of local repertoires, the promotion of creativity and the 
protection of the interests of both right-holders and commercial users;

2. Regrets that the Commission did not undertake a broad and thorough consultation process 
with interested parties and with the European Parliament before the adoption of this 
Recommendation, and stresses the need for a proper consultation of all categories of right-
holders in any future regulatory activities in this process, in order to ensure a fair and 
balanced representation of their interests;

3. Recognises that greater competition in the collective management of copyright and related 
rights in the music industry can, if fair and transparent and in the right circumstances, 
safeguard the position of authors in Europe (including local authors and minority 
repertoire) and underpin cultural diversity in Europe;

4. Invites the Commission to assess suitable initiatives to ensure continued broad public 
access to repertoires, including smaller or local ones, in respect of the UNESCO
Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions, 
given the particularity of the digital era but also taking into account the direct and indirect 
impacts this will have on the overall position of authors and cultural diversity;

5. Asserts that music is not a commodity and that collective rights managers (CRMs) are 
mainly non-profit-making organisations, and that therefore introducing a system based on 
unrestricted competition may not be in the interests of authors and of promoting cultural 
diversity and creativity in Europe;

6. Understands and supports the provisions concerning the existing possibility for right-
holders to choose a collective rights manager (CRM), to determine the entrusted online 
rights and their territorial scope and the right to withdraw the rights from the CRM or to 
transfer them to another CRM, and stresses the importance of taking into consideration the 
efficiency of the cooperation between CRMs in order also to preserve the interests of 
smaller and local right-holders and thus to safeguard cultural diversity;

7. Expresses its concern about the potentially negative effects of some provisions of the 
Recommendation on local repertoires and on cultural diversity, as it might involve the risk 
of favouring a concentration of rights in the bigger CRMs; considers that the impact of 
any initiative for the introduction of competition between rights managers in attracting the 
most profitable right-holders should be evaluated;
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8. Believes that the system of reciprocal representation agreements should be maintained, as 
it enables all commercial and individual users without discrimination to have equal access 
to the world repertoire, ensures better protection for the right-holders, guarantees real 
cultural diversity and stimulates fair competition in the internal market;

9. Believes that the possibility for the right-holders to choose a CRM regardless of the 
Member State in which it is located, while stimulating competition in the internal market,
must:

- be accompanied by appropriate measures to safeguard and promote the diversity of 
cultural expressions, notably by offering users large diversified repertoires, particularly 
local repertoires,

- ensure that all right-holders, irrespective of their nationality or residence, receive a fair 
share of royalties as directly as possible,

- not allow the most profitable right-holders to strengthen their dominance to the detriment 
of the lower-earning right-holders,

and that therefore there should be a careful assessment of the consequences;

10. Considers also that the interests of authors and therefore of cultural diversity in Europe 
will be best served by the introduction of a fair and transparent competitive system that 
avoids downward pressure on authors' revenues;

11. Welcomes any effort made to stimulate competition in the internal market as well as the 
goal of promoting the international distribution of European musical works, regardless of 
which CRM manages the copyright, bearing in mind that every repertoire, regardless of 
whether or not it is widely known, should be treated equally;

12. Is convinced that the existing system of national CRMs will continue to play an important 
role in providing social support to minority authors and in promoting cultural diversity, 
albeit under conditions of greater competition;

13. Points out that the existing network of national CRMs plays an important role in providing 
financial support for the promotion of new and minority European repertoire and that this 
should not be lost;

14. Considers, furthermore, that in order to ensure the full and complete functioning of the 
system of reciprocity to the benefit of all right-holders, it is crucial to prohibit any form of 
exclusive mandate between major right-holders and CRMs for the direct collection of 
royalties in all Member States, as this would lead to the rapid extinction of national CRMs 
and undermine the position of minority repertoire and cultural diversity in Europe;

15. Welcomes the call for better governance of CRMs, through improved transparency, non-
discrimination and accountability rules;
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16. Calls on the Member States and CRMs to ensure a fair representation of all categories of 
the right-holders in CRMs and thus their balanced participation in the internal decision-
making process;

17. Considers that the existing system of reciprocal collection of royalties should be 
preserved, so that competition is introduced on the basis of the services that CRMs can 
offer and the commissions they charge and users are licensed on the basis of the tariff 
applied by the CRM in the country where the music will be used; calls, further, on the 
Member States to ensure that commercial users apply for the necessary legal consents and 
duly pay equitable royalties to all categories of right-holders;

18 Considers that whenever rights are managed collectively, equitable and effective dispute-
settlement mechanisms should be introduced in the Member States to ensure that right-
holders and users have access to a means of settling disputes, without prejudice to 
everyone's right to judicial review;

19. Supports the idea that a CRM should be free to provide commercial users based anywhere 
in the European Union with pan-European and multi-repertoire licences for online uses 
(including mobile telephony uses), on fair and individually negotiated conditions and 
without discrimination between users; calls on the Commission to conduct an assessment 
of the impact of a global licence for online services and its effects on the economic and 
social situation of authors;

20. Believes that the existence of one-stop shops where commercial users may obtain a 
licence concerning the world repertoire for the territory they need, in combination with a 
high degree of protection for right-holders by avoiding forum-shopping (users seeking out
the CRM that provides the cheapest licences), should be at the centre of the close 
cooperation between CRMs.
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