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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Welcomes the Commission Communication and sees it as a good starting point for a 
more focused approach to achieving the 2010 biodiversity target, and endorses the 
decision to place the emphasis on strengthening the implementation of existing policy 
and existing measures; 

2. Points out that the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and the associated developmental 
dynamic leading, on the one hand, to specialisation and intensification and, on the other, 
to marginalisation and under-utilisation of land, have contributed to a significant 
biodiversity loss in recent decades;

3. Points to the wide richness of species and genetic diversity of agricultural crops and 
animals, and argues in favour of preserving and strengthening that diversity;

4. Notes that the supply of agricultural products on the market does not completely reflect 
the diversity of species and varieties, and argues in favour of promoting diversity in the 
supply of agricultural products by direct marketers and also in marketing carried out in 
cooperation with retailers and the processing industry;

5. Notes that agricultural producers and breeders of regional varieties require legal certainty 
for production and marketing; calls therefore for immediate transposition of Directive 
98/95/EC, which calls for a legal basis to permit, within the framework of legislation on 
the seed trade, the conservation, by use in situ and on farms, of varieties threatened with 
genetic erosion;

6. Believes the main factors behind the loss of biological diversity to be climate change, 
environmental degradation, the use of intensive farming methods and inappropriate forest 
and water resource management;

7. Points out that maintaining the diversity of European rural landscapes is essential not just 
to enable the services provided by sustainable farming to keep going, but also to maintain 
the gene flow between wild fauna and flora populations;

8. Points out that the promotion of protected designations of origin and protected 
geographical indications has a key role to play in safeguarding regional specialities, the 
entire rural culture associated with them and the related ancestral farming practices that 
enable the countryside and rural farming systems to be preserved as habitats for many 
wild species;

9. Points out that in 1992 an initial impetus was given to integrating the protection of 
biodiversity into the CAP, and that subsequently the 2003 reform introduced measures 
such as cross compliance, the single farm payment (decoupling) and rural development 
which have benefits for biodiversity;10. Draws attention to the new rural development 
regulation (programming period 2007-2013), which provides inter alia for  financing 
Natura 2000, contains agri-environmental measures and measures to preserve genetic 
resources in agriculture and support  sustainable forest management and maintains 
payments for areas with natural handicaps; 
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11. Notes that funding made available under the financial framework 2007-2013 for the Fund 
for Rural Development (EAFRD), the Cohesion and Structural Funds and Life+  above 
all provides the opportunity to further finance, as a matter of priority, biodiversity 
projects and the Natura 2000 network;

12. Regrets, however, that the Commission proposal, supported by Parliament, to provide 
EUR 20 billion more for rural development policy under the financial framework 2007-
2013 has not been accepted by the Council, all the more so as the money could have been 
used specifically to further broaden and deepen measures on biodiversity;

13. Deplores the fact that the available EAFRD funding falls woefully short of what would 
be necessary to produce the desired effect on management of the Natura 2000 network, as 
determined by farming and forestry, the support proposed for improving knowledge and 
monitoring being particularly meagre;

14. Proposes that biodiversity be made one of the key principles of the 'health check' on the 
CAP due to be carried out in 2008;

15. Considers it necessary to use the 2008 'health check' to assess the effectiveness of the 
various measures on biodiversity, especially measures in the forestry sector, and to deal 
appropriately with shortcomings in this area;

16. considère qu'en tant qu'utilisatrice de la biodiversité, l'agriculture a un rôle essentiel à 
jouer dans la gestion et le maintien de cette même biodiversité; estime que la PAC doit 
désormais promouvoir des modèles de production durables, qui tout en étant viables 
économiquement, permettent d'agir sur l'environnement et sur la valorisation et la 
réhabilitation de la biodiversité du plus grand nombre d'espèces, animales, végétales et 
microbiennes;

17. Advocates promoting (local/regional) partnerships between landowners and users, nature 
conservation organisations, government and centres of expertise so that they can work 
together to find local solutions to biodiversity problems, adopting a bottom-up approach;

18. Points out the need to produce tailored measures to promote biodiversity in the new EU 
Member States, and emphasises the fact that ecosystem services such as maintaining 
landscapes and economic activities such as tourism are mutually dependent;

19. Calls for the cultivation and use of biomass for the production of energy and as a fuel to 
be seized as an opportunity to increase biodiversity in agriculture; considers that this 
should also be reflected in the funding of research under the Seventh Framework 
Programme for research and that the cultivation of biomass should not be allowed to lead 
to a decline in biodiversity, either within or outside the European Union;

20. Calls on the Commission to ; consider how  biodiversity aspects might be incorporated 
into an eco-certificate, subject, however, to the following provisos: the actual feasibility 
of the future eco-certificates must be assessed, common market rules must not be 
undermined by distorting competition among products from Member States and the 
competitiveness of Community products must not be jeopardised in relation to rivals 
from non-member countries;

21. Regrets the limited attention paid to biodiversity aspects in bilateral and multilateral trade 
agreements; advocates integration of the biodiversity dimension into international trade 
and into global efforts to change unsustainable production and consumption patterns;  
therefore calls on the Commission and the Member States to give first priority to 
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recognition of the Non-Trade Concerns in the ongoing WTO negotiations;

22. Welcomes the express intention to take action to maintain biodiversity at global level, in
particular in the area of development cooperation;

23. Supports existing projects under which objective indicators for monitoring and evaluating 
biodiversity are being developed and calls on the Commission to ensure compliance with 
the obligations entered into by the European Union under the Biodiversity Convention, 
that is to say the sustainable use and conservation of biodiversity and the fair and 
equitable sharing of benefits arising from it, to make it an objective that reference 
material relating to species and varieties should be stored only in states party to the 
Biodiversity Convention, and to harmonise the available information and make use of 
existing networks;

24. Draws attention to the need for the public to be provided with information on EU action 
to protect biological diversity and on the economic and social benefits of such protection;

25. Considers that the existing reporting requirements should be streamlined and simplified 
and future reporting should not lead to an increased administrative burden;

26. Takes the view that the whole of EU society, including the business and education 
sectors, needs to be actively involved in the biodiversity protection process;

27. Welcomes the intention to provide an annual report to the Parliament and the Council on 
progress in implementation of the Biodiversity Action Plan.
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