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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Regional Development, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that, as a result of future enlargements, the European Union will have to tackle three 
major challenges in cohesion policy, namely the aggravation of disparities in 
development, the displacement of the centre of gravity of cohesion policy towards the east 
and the inequalities which persist within the EU-15;

2. Recalls that, for the Financial Perspective 2007-2013, the Commission proposed a budget 
of € 16.5 bn (comprising € 11.858 bn for the Structural Funds and € 4.643 bn for the 
Cohesion Fund) for regional policy measures in Bulgaria and Romania for the period 
2010-20131;

3. Considers that the Commission and the Council must present preliminary financial 
scenarios for cohesion policy before deciding to embark on negotiations with a candidate 
country, as well as detailed financial scenarios during the process of negotiations with a 
candidate country;

4. Stresses the importance of a very strict approach in terms of quantitative and qualitative 
evaluation of the use of the Structural Funds entailing sound management and appropriate 
monitoring in order, in the interests of European citizens, to optimise the cost-benefit ratio 
of the EU's cohesion expenditures;

5. Stresses the importance of the reports of the Court of Auditors and the activity reports of 
the Commission as instruments which contribute to assessments of the sound management 
of the Structural Funds and intends, if appropriate, to take the necessary measures in the 
context of the annual budget procedure;

6. Considers that, in view of the current state of the EU's resources system, it would be 
difficult to finance any future enlargement without jeopardising the effectiveness of the 
current cohesion policies;

7. Stresses that the mid-term renegotiation should take account of the prospect of possible 
further enlargements and estimate their economic and budgetary impact.

  
1 European Commission, Fiche no. 43 REV on the Financial Perspective 2007-2013.
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