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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development calls on the Committee on the 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the 
following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Points out that in Europe various forms of agriculture exist in parallel, and that the use of 
plant protection products (PPPs) is a feature of the majority; considers that there is an 
urgent need to review whether the provision of sufficient quantities of high-quality 
foodstuffs cannot be guaranteed without chemical plant protection products;

2. Stresses that a commitment to curb the use of plant protection products to make them less 
dangerous and to seek alternative plant protection products, resources and methods which 
are more environmentally friendly and less harmful to humans and animals will, in 
addition to environmental and public health benefits, improve the quality of European 
agricultural products and increase their added value as a result of widespread public 
awareness and consumer sensitivity regarding these issues;

3. Considers that interest should not focus primarily on the constant use of PPPs but rather 
on the sustainability of agricultural production with reference to food security, the health 
of consumers, the supply of clean drinking water, the conservation of diverse flora and 
fauna and the health of those working in agricultural occupations; takes the view that the 
use of PPPs may be a tool in this connection, but that it should be subject to special rules 
on account of the potential damage they may cause to health;

4. Points to the need for the dissemination of farming practices promoting the use of lower 
pesticide doses (among other things, integrated production and organic farming), which 
will contribute to an overall decrease in pesticide use;

5. Points out that sustainable resistance management and the further development of plant 
protection methods are contingent on the availability of a sufficiently broad range of plant 
protection products and agents, which will also increase support amongst farmers and 
other operators for the various legal acts regulating their use and reduce failure to comply 
therewith;

6. Points out that the EU has now adopted more than a dozen legal acts which directly or 
indirectly regulate the use of PPPs; stresses, however, that the proposed provisions 
governing the use of PPPs are leading in the right direction;

7. Urges that decisions on the use of authorised PPPs must be left to farmers under the 
guidance of suitably qualified advisers; considers that rules and checks must allow leeway 
for such decisions depending on the particular circumstances within the various Member 
States;

8. Emphasises that Community legislation should not set general quantitative restrictions, as 
this could encourage farmers and other operators to use substances which are less 
voluminous but more hazardous;
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9. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to provide adequate funding for 
information, advisory and training programmes; points out that such measures do more to 
improve the situation than additional documentation or reporting requirements; across-the-
board monitoring is completely unrealistic anyway;

10. Urges that the proposed provisions should not increase the burden on farmers by creating 
unnecessary red tape, but that instead the opportunity offered by the comprehensive 
harmonisation process should be taken to simplify monitoring procedures without making 
them less effective;

11. Urges that the planned statistics regulation should not impose new burdens on farmers;

12. Points out that many aspects of the integrated plant protection management system, which 
will be binding as from 2014, are still unclear, a state of affairs which, in conjunction with 
cross-compliance, may give rise to legal uncertainty and considerable feelings of 
insecurity among farmers;

13. Urges that voluntary and supportive measures should be employed in preference to 
binding provisions; it is for the Member States to take a decision on the correct mix of 
instruments, after analysing the local situation in the context of national action plans;

14. Calls for national action plans to be drawn up in close consultation with the farming 
sector, in a transparent manner, taking account of the environmental impact of such 
measures and ensuring that the objectives are verifiable; advocates Community co-
funding for national action plans; considers that the public must be provided with 
comprehensive information; regular revisions of the action plans are needed in order to 
compel the Member States to maintain their efforts; 

15. Warmly welcomes the further harmonisation of provisions in the area of the authorisation 
and marketing of PPPs; points out, however, that the procedures must be streamlined and 
optimised and made more predictable in order to facilitate access to the market for 
innovative products which generally involve a lesser degree of risk; the opportunity 
offered by the harmonisation process should also be taken to eliminate instances of legal 
uncertainty;

16. Calls on the Commission to speed up Community harmonisation of maximum residue 
levels, as the current situation means that there is an uneven playing field within the EU, 
hampering trade and confusing consumers;

17. Calls on the Commission, working together with the Member States and the industry, to 
take measures to prevent the import and marketing of counterfeit and/or unauthorised 
PPPs;

18. Calls on the Commission to ensure that when levels of pesticides which exceed the 
relevant limit values are found on and in imported foodstuffs the same measures are taken 
and the same penalties are imposed as in the case of products manufactured in the EU; 
calls for immediate steps to be taken to ensure that sufficiently frequent checks are carried 
out on imported goods (which are generally subject to less strict legislation on the use of 
PPPs meaning that there is a higher risk of illegal residue levels) in all Member States in 
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the same way, so that European farmers and manufacturers are not placed at a 
disadvantage and a level playing field is established within the EU;

19. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to make adequate resources available for 
resistance research, for the cultivation and supply of a wide range of crops with various 
resistance characteristics, for research into crop rotation and soil cultivation methods to 
combat pests and plant diseases and for innovations in the area of plant protection, 
including non-chemical alternatives;

20. Calls for appropriate controls and a ban on imports into the EU of foodstuffs produced 
using plant protection products and pesticides whose use and marketing are not permitted 
in the EU;

21. Calls for coordinated systems for the collection of information on the production, import, 
export, sale, distribution and use of generally available pesticides;

22. Calls for Community funding to be provided for the recycling of pesticides, given that 
within the EU more than 200 000 tonnes of pesticides are still being stored in both 
underground dumps and open-air stockpiles;

23. Calls on the Commission to formulate a protection and cooperation policy vis-à-vis the 
EU's neighbours, on the use of pesticide and plant protection products. 
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