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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Regional Development, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Regrets the lack of data and specific evaluation concerning the fisheries sector and the 
Financial Instrument for Fisheries Guidance (FIFG) in the Fourth Report on Economic 
and Social Cohesion in the EU; 

2. Reiterates the importance of the common fisheries policy (CFP) for the promotion of 
socio-economic cohesion in coastal communities, of local development and of cultural 
traditions;

3. Recalls that over the last ten years the fisheries sector has suffered reductions in jobs 
(35%), vessels (20%) and catch (28%), with severe social and economic consequences in 
less-favoured regions and communities;

4. Recalls that, following the recent enlargement of the EU, a number of Objective 1 regions 
with a significant fisheries sector have been unfairly prejudiced by the so-called 'statistical 
effect', without their serious structural problems being overcome or the existing 
inequalities having disappeared;

5. Insists that EU structural policy for the fisheries sector must ensure the effective 
promotion of modernisation and sustainable development in the sector, job preservation, 
fair income levels and improved living and working conditions for fishermen; 

6. Regrets the fact that the financial allocation for the European Fisheries Fund (EFF) in the 
EU-27 does not differ significantly from that for the FIFG in the EU-15, and believes that 
the EFF needs increased funding; 

7. Considers that the existence of the CFP necessitates significant and appropriate funding at 
Community level for the fisheries sector, especially for small-scale coastal fisheries, with 
a view to responding effectively to the needs and challenges facing the sector;

8. Recalls the crucial contribution made by the fisheries sector to the socio-economic 
situation of fishing communities in convergence regions, regions handicapped by 
permanent geographical or natural disadvantages (e.g. the most remote regions), and, also,
more prosperous regions;

9. Regrets the persistence and even accentuation of regional asymmetries and economic and 
social inequalities between and within Member States; stresses the situation of divergence
within the Union now affecting certain Member States and regions; 

10. Believes that cohesion policy is a key instrument for promoting the reduction of regional 
asymmetries and social inequalities with a view to favouring real convergence and 
stimulating growth and employment, serving also as a factor of redistribution and 
compensation as regards the costs of the internal market, especially for the less-developed 
regions; considers, therefore, that it needs increased Community funding and guarantees 
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of full implementation;

11. Rejects all attempts to introduce new conditions - such as criteria relating to politico-
economic commitment - for the granting of financial resources under cohesion policy that 
would tend to restrict access to it even further, especially for the convergence regions; 
believes that per capita GDP should remain the basic indicator for eligibility under the 
Union's cohesion policy;

12. Stresses, in the context of the proposed creation of an EU 'maritime policy', the principle 
that the new priorities should be matched with new and more generous financial 
resources, and that, consequently, the EFF must not be prejudiced.
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