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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Budgets calls on the Committee on Regional Development, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that as at 5 July 2007 outstanding commitments for the previous programming 
period totalled € 92 693 million, the bulk of which (over € 65 billion) related to Objective 
1 projects (more than 70% of the commitment appropriations);

2. Notes that cohesion policy (ERDF, Cohesion Fund and ESF) now accounts for 36% of 
the financial framework for 2007-2013, or a total of € 347 billion at current prices;

3. Stresses the extent of the delays in payments for policies under heading 1b (Cohesion), 
given that this is supposed to be a political priority of the European Union under the 
financial framework for 2007-2013;

4. Deplores the fact that outstanding commitments have now reached a worrying level, 
equivalent to three years’ commitments, whereas two years would seem to be the 
‘normal’ permissible threshold, and considers that this trend should be halted with a view 
to the revision of the financial framework;

5. Notes that in its annual report for the financial year 2006 (chapter 6, paragraph 6.39) the 
Court of Auditors sets out a large number of criticisms concerning the implementation of 
the Structural Funds, in particular with regard to the high error rate, which amounts to at 
least 12% of the co-financing awarded;

6. Deplores the considerable delay by the Member States and the Commission in validating 
the NSRF and the operational programmes (OPs) relating to the ERDF, the ESF and the 
Cohesion Fund for the 2007-2013 programming period; considers that this delay should 
not cause losses in funds for the Member States and therefore urges the Commission to 
provide Member States with all necessary assistance; stresses that the outturn for heading 
1b at the end of September 2007 represented 37% of commitments and 59% of payments;

7. Points out that compliance with the automatic decommitment principle is essential to 
encourage the financing and rapid implementation of projects by the management 
authorities; insists that the principle of the N+2 rule (and N+3 in the new Member States 
during the first three years of the 2007-2013 financial framework) should be adhered to;

8. Points out that the delays in implementing structural policy are due in part to the 
procedures being too rigid and that, consequently, consideration should be given to 
simplifying those procedures and clearly dividing responsibilities and competences 
between the EU and the Member States;

9. Reiterates that the Member States are responsible for managing the funds and points out 
that the IIA of 17 May 2006 contains a declaration on this subject, and that a national 
declaration, at the appropriate political level, on Community funds under shared 
management would be desirable; 

10. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to finalise as swiftly as possible the last 
OPs which have yet to be approved;

11. Calls on the Commission urgently to implement the new programming, taking into 
account the principle of sound financial management, the need to ensure a return on 
investments and the effective absorption capacity of the Member States; stresses, too, the 
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important role of the Member States and management authorities in ensuring that 
payment requests are submitted on time and in accordance with requirements;

12. Points to the joint commitment of Parliament and the Council as regards monitoring the 
OP and project approval process and calls on the Commission to provide monitoring tools 
during the budget procedure as requested in the joint statement of 13 July 2007;

13. considère qu'à cette fin, il conviendrait de mettre en œuvre des indicateurs de 
performance quantitatifs et qualitatifs communs à l'ensemble des États membres et 
rappelle que la rémunération des salariés, l'indicateur de pauvreté, la qualité de la vie, 
l'espérance de vie, la compétitivité et  les variations du niveau du chômage de longue 
durée ainsi que le niveau des services d'intérêt général dans les régions pourraient 
notamment être pris en compte en tant qu'indicateurs qualitatifs; demande qu'une 
communication plus claire soit effectuée par les États et régions bénéficiaires des fonds 
européens quant au rôle de l'Union européenne, afin que les citoyens sachent que l'Union 
européenne contribue largement au développement de leurs territoires et à la cohésion;

14. Calls on the Commission to analyse in its next reports the extent to which different 
instruments and policies, including cohesion policy, have contributed to the progress 
achieved in the field of economic and social cohesion; achievements and problems need 
to be analysed in all important fields, in particular that of the Lisbon strategy.
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