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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Development calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, as the 
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes that Article 9 C(6) of the Treaty of Lisbon (the new Treaty) stipulates that “the 
Foreign Affairs Council shall elaborate the Union’s external action on the basis of 
strategic guidelines laid down by the European Council and ensure that the Union’s 
action is consistent” and that Article 9 E(4) stipulates that the Vice-President of the 
Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
“shall ensure the consistency of the Union’s external action”;

2. Welcomes the fact that Article 10a(2) of the new Treaty , in Chapter V, Title I, explicitly 
mentions among the objectives of the Union’s external actions “the sustainable economic, 
social and environmental development of developing countries, with the primary aim of 
eradicating poverty” and the assistance of "populations, countries and regions confronting 
natural or man-made disasters”;

3. Welcomes the fact that in the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), 
Part Five (External Action by the Union), Title III (Cooperation with third countries and 
humanitarian aid), development cooperation is treated as an autonomous policy area, on 
an equal footing with other areas;

4. Welcomes, also, the fact that the TFEU (Article 188 J) recognises humanitarian aid as a 
fully-fledged Union policy, given that the Union is the world's leading humanitarian aid 
donor; notes that this recognition led to the adoption by the three institutions, on 18 
December 2007, after a very fruitful joint review of the issue, of a European Consensus 
on Humanitarian Aid;

5. Welcomes the fact that the TFEU (Article 188 D) recognises as the primary objective of 
the Union’s development policy “the reduction and, in the long term, the eradication of 
poverty”; insists that this primary objective must be placed in the context of the 
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, as a consequence of the 
international community’s commitment at the UN Millennium Summit in 2000;

6. Welcomes the fact that the new Treaty includes binding provisions for the protection of 
children's rights in the internal and external objectives of the European Union;

7. Welcomes the fact that the TFEU (Article 188 D) requires that the Union’s development 
cooperation policy and that of the Member States “complement and reinforce each other”, 
requiring the Member States and the Union to strive towards enhanced donor 
coordination and a better division of labour, which will contribute to greater aid 
effectiveness;

8. Hopes that this requirement for mutual complementarity between the Union and the 
Member States will lead to greater clarity of the roles of the Commission and the Member 
States, as called for by the OECD DAC Peer Review of June 2007, while giving rise to a 
strong common development policy, capable of better coordinating the policies of the 
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different Member States, and avoiding overlap between Member States and the 
Commission, thereby improving cost-efficiency and aid effectiveness;

9. Notes also that  under Article 188 D of theTFEU “the Union shall take account of the 
objectives of development cooperation in the policies that it implements which are likely 
to affect developing countries”; stresses that only if high priority is given to Policy 
Coherence for Development will  the Union be able to meet both the development 
objectives and the values of the Union as stated in the new Treaty; stresses that the 2008 
Midterm Review of the Common Agricultural Policy should lead to concrete and decisive 
steps to reach full coherence with the objectives of the EU's development policy, such as 
the rapid phasing out of all trade-distorting subsidies; 

10. Insists that, in order to ensure Policy Coherence for Development, there is a continued 
need for a specific Directorate General for Development at the administrative level, 
responsible for the policy setting, policy advice and policy management of EU 
development cooperation and, at the political level, a Commissioner specifically 
responsible for the EU's development policy in all developing countries and in a position 
to promote the interests of EU development policy within the College of Commissioners 
and in relation to the Council;

11. Calls on the Commission to correct the existing inconsistencies in the structure and the 
competences of its Directorates General, both in terms of policies and budget; calls for 
the Directorate General for Development to be made responsible for all EU development 
cooperation, including cooperation with non-ACP developing countries, and for the 
integration of EuropeAid into the Directorate General for Development;

12. Calls on Commission and the Council, given that a large part of current and future EU 
external relations revolve around development cooperation, to ensure that development 
experts from the Directorate General for Development and the Member State ministries 
are adequately represented both in the process of designing the external action 
service and in the service as such;

13. Welcomes the extension of the ordinary legislative procedure (co-decision), and stresses 
that this must mean that Parliament will enjoy a real and effective right of democratic 
scrutiny over all aspects of Union development cooperation policy;

14. Stresses that Parliament must structure and organise itself in the most efficient way 
possible so as to be able to scrutinise effectively the implementation of the laws bringing 
the provisions of the new Treaty into force;

15. Regrets that both the Council and the Commission have been reluctant to recognise 
Parliament's full scrutiny rights in the past; welcomes recent improvements made by the 
interinstitutional agreement on comitology as a first step in this direction;

16. Calls in this respect for the extension of the areas to which the regulatory procedure with 
scrutiny applies;

17. Welcomes the deletion by the new Treaty of Article 179(3) of the Treaty establishing the 
European Community, which excludes the European Development Fund (EDF) from the 
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scope of that Treaty, and notes that this opens the way to include the EDF in the budget 
of the Union without the need to revise that Treaty; calls on the Council and the 
Commission to include the EDF in the budget of the Union at the 2008/2009 Midterm 
Review, which will enhance the democratic legitimacy of an important part of Union 
development policy and its budget.



PE398.683v02-00 6/6 AD\703217EN.doc

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE

Date adopted 14.1.2008
Result of final vote +:

–:
0:

25
0
0

Members present for the final vote Margrete Auken, Alessandro Battilocchio, Thijs Berman, Josep 
Borrell Fontelles, Danutė Budreikaitė, Marie-Arlette Carlotti, Thierry 
Cornillet, Corina Creţu, Beniamino Donnici, Alain Hutchinson, 
Romana Jordan Cizelj, Madeleine Jouye de Grandmaison, Filip 
Kaczmarek, Glenys Kinnock, Maria Martens, Gay Mitchell, José 
Javier Pomés Ruiz, Frithjof Schmidt, Jürgen Schröder, Johan Van 
Hecke, Anna Záborská 

Substitute(s) present for the final vote Fiona Hall, Manolis Mavrommatis
Substitute(s) under Rule 178(2) 
present for the final vote

Colm Burke, Michael Gahler


	703217en.doc

