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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs calls on the Committee on Culture and 
Education, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

1. Firmly believes that a pluralistic media system is an essential requirement for the 
continued existence of the democratic European social model;

2. Notes that the European media landscape is subject to continuing convergence, as regards
both the media and the markets;

3. Highlights that the concentration of ownership of the media system creates an 
environment favouring the monopolisation of the advertising market, introduces barriers 
to the entry of new market players and also leads to uniformity of media content;

4. Points out that the development of the media system is increasingly driven by profit-
making and that, therefore, societal, political or economic processes, or values expressed 
in journalists' codes of conduct, are not adequately safeguarded; considers, therefore, that
competition law must be interlinked with media law, in order to guarantee access, 
competition and quality and avoid conflicts of interests between media ownership 
concentration and political power, which are detrimental to free competition, a level 
playing field and pluralism;

5. Calls, therefore, for both a balance between public and private broadcasters - in those 
Member States where public broadcasters presently exist - and for the interlinking of
competition and media law to be guaranteed in order to strengthen the plurality of the 
media; emphasises that public media broadcasters are also increasingly driven by profit-
making, often raising questions relating to the appropriate use of public funds;

6. Believes that the main objectives of public authorities should be to create conditions that 
ensure a high level of media quality (including those of the public media), secure media 
diversity and guarantee the full independence of journalists;

7. Calls for measures to improve the competitiveness of European media concerns in order to 
make a significant contribution to economic growth, to be fostered also through raising 
the level of awareness and knowledge of economic and financial issues among citizens;

8. Highlights the growing influence of third-country media investors in the European Union, 
especially in the new Member States;

9. Calls for the consistent application of competition legislation at European and national 
level in order to ensure a high level of competition and new competitors to enter the 
market; 

10. Takes the view that European competition law has helped to restrict media concentration; 
nevertheless stresses the importance of independent, Member State supervision of the 
media and urges, to that end, that media regulation at a national level be effective, clear, 
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transparent and of a high standard;

11. Welcomes the Commission's intention to develop specific indicators to evaluate media 
plurality;

12. Calls for further indicators, in addition to media plurality, to be drawn up to as criteria for 
analysing the media, including its orientation as regards democracy, the rule of law, 
human and minority rights and professional codes of conduct for journalists;

13. Considers that the rules on media concentration should govern not only the ownership and 
production of media content, but also the (electronic) channels and mechanisms for access 
to and dissemination of content on the Internet, such as search engines.
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