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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. With a view to bringing Europe closer to its citizens, welcomes the fact that the Treaty of 
Lisbon (Article 2(124)) has included sport among the legal bases of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), modifying Article 149 of the EC Treaty 
accordingly;

2. Stresses in particular that the Union can finally take action for the development of sport, 
including its European dimension, establishing a close link between its social and 
educational functions, promoting fairness and openness in sporting competitions and 
cooperation between bodies responsible for sports and protecting the physical and moral 
integrity of sportsmen and sportswomen, especially younger sportsmen and sportswomen;

3. Welcomes the extension of qualified majority decision making to the field of culture, 
including sport, in accordance with the ordinary legislative procedure, with regard to 
‘measures supporting, coordinating or complementing’ national decisions, excluding all 
measures harmonising internal laws;

4. Welcomes the amendment to Article 149 of the EC Treaty to extend the scope of EU 
action in the youth field to include encouraging the participation of young people in 
democratic life in Europe and, with a view to better involving young citizens in public 
life, stresses the importance of EU initiatives and development of policies that promote 
and facilitate the active participation of young people in democratic life at all levels;

5. Reaffirms the principles and points endorsed by Parliament in its resolution of 10 April 
2008 on a European agenda for culture in a globalising world1 regarding the inclusion of 
culture on the Lisbon agenda in connection with the Commission communication on that 
subject to the European Parliament, the Council, the Committee of the Regions, and the 
European Economic and Social Committee;

6. Expresses its satisfaction that the TFEU has conserved the horizontal approach taken by 
Article 151(4) of the EC Treaty, stipulating that ‘the Community shall take cultural 
aspects into account in its action under other provisions of this Treaty, in particular in 
order to respect and to promote the diversity of its cultures’;

7. Considers that this horizontal approach to culture in the spirit of the new horizontal 
clauses introduced by the TFEU, regarding the social dimension of the single market, 
sustainable development and measures to combat all forms of discrimination, is conducive 
to general programmes of action defining objectives to be achieved in the cultural sector;

8. Considers that such programmes of action should highlight the specific nature of culture 
in Europe, on the one hand establishing it both as a way to foster identity, mutual 
understanding, and citizenship and as a driving force behind European integration and, on 

                                               
1 Texts Adopted, P6_TA(2008)0124.



PE404.770v02-00 4/5 AD\727012EN.doc

EN

the other, defining its rightful place at international level;

9. Considers that every necessary step should be taken to bring about a European 
information and communication policy and renews its call for an interinstitutional 
agreement laying down common principles to govern cooperation among the European 
institutions in this area;

10. In view of the major innovation introduced by the TFEU enabling national parliaments to 
guarantee the correct allocation of responsibilities between the European Union and its 
Member States under the principle of subsidiarity, urges national parliaments to adjust, if 
necessary, their timetables and working methods to ensure conformity with the principle 
of subsidiarity in considering all EU legislative proposals relating to culture, the 
audiovisual sector, education, youth and sport, taking into account, where applicable, the 
regional and local dimension of the measures proposed.
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