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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality calls on the Committee on Regional 
Development, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its 
motion for a resolution:

 having regard to Article 2 and Article 3(2) of the EC Treaty, 

1. Supports the continued aim of the new programmes to remove barriers to employment, in 
particular for women, and in particular those affecting people in rural areas, young 
persons, people with disabilities, elderly people and low-skilled workers, and notes that 
the objective to increase the employment rate for women is far from being achieved;

2. Stresses that the Structural Funds regulations state that the Member States and the 
Commission shall ensure that equality between women and men and the integration of the 
gender perspective are promoted during the various stages of implementing the funds;

3. Calls for operational programmes to respect the principles of gender mainstreaming, 
tackling discrimination and promoting equal treatment pay and opportunities for women 
and men in the workplace and society as a whole by promoting female entrepreneurship in 
particular, facilitating women's participation in decision-making processes, and boosting 
women's presence in the scientific, academic and technological spheres, launching 
campaigns to raise awareness among the general public, exchanging good practices, and 
conducting an ongoing dialogue with citizens;

4. Supports the measures promoted by the European Social Fund and the PROGRESS 
programme for 2007-2013, which improve the situation of women in the labour market 
and help eliminate discrimination;

5. Emphasises that, in order to guarantee the necessary conditions for an equitable
participation of women and men in the private and public spheres and, at the same time,
confront the demographic challenge, those programmes should also focus on reconciling 
family and professional life; points out that it is necessary to improve the availability, 
quality and accessibility of childcare services and care services for dependent persons, 
elderly people, the chronically ill people, and people with disabilities, in line with the 
Barcelona objectives;

6. Supports the 'partnership principle' implemented by the Commission in the cohesion 
policy and calls on the Commission to involve local and national women's organisations 
in its negotiation and implementation;

7. Calls on the Member States to inform citizens, local authorities and non-governmental and 
women’s organisations fully about financing possibilities, in particular as regards 
information on specific programmes, eligibility for co-financing from the structural funds, 
the co-financing rules, the rules on reimbursement, and where to find calls for proposals in 
the framework of the new programming period 2007-2013;

8. Calls on the Member States to ensure that excessive administrative obstacles do not deter
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non-governmental organisations  from applying for project-financing, in particular those 
dedicated to supporting women in economically disadvantaged circumstances, immigrant 
women, women who are members of an ethnic minority, women with disabilities, women 
with dependents, and women who are the victims of violence or torture;

9. Calls on the Member States to avoid excessive delay in the reimbursement of the costs of 
completed projects, noting that the insolvency caused by such a practice frequently 
prevents the recipients - mainly local authorities and non-profit-making organisations -
from pursuing further activities specific to their area of action;

10. Calls on the Member States, in the context of the planning and implementation of strategic 
projects, to take account of the needs of women, families, particularly single-parent and 
large families, people with disabilities and vulnerable groups in geographically and 
socially disadvantaged regions, as appropriate;

11. Calls on the Member States to take account of the impact on women and the gender 
dimension in relation to all Structural Fund projects.
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