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AMENDMENTS 1-282 

Draft report (PE 347.119v02-00) 
Richard Corbett and Íñigo Méndez de Vigo 
Draft Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe 
(2004/2129(INI)) 

Motion for a resolution 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 1 
  

Remove throughout the report the word 'draft' from before the word 'Constitution' 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Alexander Stubb 

Amendment 2 
  

Make footnotes into endnotes. 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Alexander Stubb 

Amendment 3 
Citation 1 

- having regard to the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe (deletion), 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Jean-Luc Dehaene 

Amendment 4 
Citation 2 a (new) 

2a. having regard to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, 

 Or. nl 

 
 

Amendment by Jean-Luc Dehaene 

Amendment 5 
Citation 2 b (new) 

2b. having regard to the European Council's Laeken Declaration, 

Footnote: Laeken European Council, Laeken declaration on the future of the Union, SN 273/01, 
15 December 2001.  

 Or. nl 

 
 

Amendment by Jillian Evans, Alyn Smith, Bernat Joan i Marí, Ian Stewart Hudghton, 

Amendment 6 
Citation 4 a (new) 

- having regard to its resolution of 26 February 2004 on better lawmaking urging the 
Member States to adopt procedures that allow national parliaments and, where 
appropriate, other legislative parliaments and assemblies within Member States to be 
involved in the legislative procedure, 
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 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 7 
Fifth indent, footnote 4 

Add references to all resolutions adopted by the EP on the basis of reports of the Committee on 
Constitutional Affairs: Napolitano (regions), Napolitano (national parliaments), Lamassoure 
(distribution of competences), Bourlanges (hierarchy of norms) and Carnero González (legal 
personality). 

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 8 
Recital A 

A. the European Union's role in history has been to construct a common project based on 
justice, peace and democracy, across peoples and generations, combining a culture of 
modernity, economic freedom, and a value-system grounded in the sublime dignity of 
the human being, 

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 9 
Recital A 

A. the European Union has, in the course of its history, played a substantial role in creating 
a continuously expanding area of freedom and peace, prosperity, justice and security, 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Panayiotis Demetriou 

Amendment 10 
Recital A 

A. the European Union has, in the course of its history, succeeded in creating a continuously 
expanding area of democracy, freedom and peace, prosperity, justice and security, 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 11 
Recital B 

B. the draft Constitution for Europe marks a major step forward in the context of this 
challenge, since: 

 
- it creates an institutional architecture allowing for greater political and legal 

integration;  
 

- it offers a more predictable and effective decision-making system;  
 

- it furthers social and territorial cohesion;  
 

- it confers binding status on a Charter of Rights, reaffirming the EU's role as not 
merely a market but also an area of values; 

 
- it enhances citizenship and the legitimacy of decisions; 

 
- it embodies a transnational concept of law implying greater justice in human 

relations and more balanced relations between states,  
 

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 12 
Recital B 

B. the draft Constitution for Europe consolidates these achievements and enables the EU to 
face the great challenges of the 21st century - such as the governance of globalisation 
and the definition of a fair and democratic international order - and to respond 
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properly to the citizens' aspirations in their daily lives,  

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Pervenche Berès 

Amendment 13 
Recital B 

B. the draft Constitution for Europe seeks to consolidate these achievements and make them 
more tangible for the citizens of Europe and the outside world, 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Anne Ferreira, Françoise Castex, Benoît Hamon, Béatrice 
Patrie and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 14 
Recital B 

B. the draft Constitution for Europe consolidates these achievements only to a very limited 
extent without making them more tangible for the citizens of Europe and the outside 
world, 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 15 
Recital B 

B. the draft Constitution for Europe not only consolidates these achievements but also 
enhances the capacity of the Union to act effectively at home and abroad, 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 16 
Recital B 

(Merge Recitals B and C) 

B. the draft Constitution for Europe consolidates these achievements and makes them more 
tangible for the citizens of Europe and the outside world and also brings about 
important innovations which are essential to maintaining and developing a Union of 
25 and possibly more Member States; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 17 
Recital C 

deleted 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 18 
Recital C 

C. the draft Constitution codifies the existing European Treaties and constructs an 
institutional order that is suited to the new political era, in the light of enlargement to 
take in new Member States (widening) and increased participation by the citizens 
(deepening), 

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 19 
Recital C 

C. the draft Constitution marks a decisive advance towards the completion of political 
union, since it introduces, inter alia, important institutional innovations which will 
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make it possible to strengthen and democratise the enlarged EU and ensure that it is 
not turned into a mere free trade area,  

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Anne Ferreira, Françoise Castex, Benoît Hamon, Béatrice 
Patrie and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 20 
Recital C 

C. large parts of the draft Constitution constitutionalise the provisions of  existing and 
already ratified European Treaties, which, as definitions of sectoral policies, have no 
place in a Constitution, 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 21 
Recital C 

C. large parts of the draft Constitution codify the provisions of  existing (deletion) European 
Treaties, but it also brings about important innovations which appear essential to 
maintain and develop a Union of 25 and possibly more Member States for the benefit of 
European citizens, 

 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Joachim Wuermeling 

Amendment 22 
Recital C 

C. large parts of the draft Constitution codify the provisions of  existing and already ratified 
European Treaties, but it also brings about the institutional innovations (deletion) 
essential to maintaining and developing a Union of 25 and possibly more Member States 
for the benefit of European citizens, 
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Justification: The innovations are essential to maintaining the capacity to act. 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Panayiotis Demetriou 

Amendment 23 
Recital C 

C. large parts of the draft Constitution codify the provisions of existing and already ratified 
European Treaties, but it also brings about several institutional innovations which appear 
essential to maintain and develop a Union of 25 and potentially more Member States for 
the benefit of European citizens, 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Anne Ferreira, Françoise Castex, Benoît Hamon, Béatrice 
Patrie and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 24 
Recital C a (new) 

Ca. the provisions contained in the draft Constitution make a number of institutional 
modifications, whose disadvantages and benefits in terms of decision-making and the 
functioning of the Community institutions need to be analysed, 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 25 
Recital D 

deleted 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Jean-Luc Dehaene 

Amendment 26 
Recital D 

deleted 

 Or. nl 

 
 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 27 
Recital D 

D. the draft Constitution is now a reality thanks to the success of the Convention, which 
drafted it using a democratic, representative and transparent method that has fully 
proved its effectiveness, having enjoyed the active participation as members of MEPs, 
national parliamentarians and government and Commission representatives, and at all 
moments taken account of the contributions of the citizens of Europe, through their 
representative bodies and organisations,  

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 28 
Recital D 

D. the draft Constitution benefited from the preparatory work carried out in the European 
Parliament for about twenty years since its direct election and subsequently by the 
European Convention assembling Members of the European Parliament, members of 
national parliaments, government representatives and the European Commission; it 
therefore has the founding dynamic supplied by the representation of states and 
citizens, 

 Or. pt 
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Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber 

Amendment 29 
Recital D 

Does not affect English version. 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 30 
Recital D 

D. the draft Constitution would not have been conceivable without the preparatory work 
carried out in the European Parliament for about twenty years since its direct election and 
subsequently by the European Convention, which assembled, as members, in addition to 
representatives from among the ranks of Members of the European Parliament, 
representatives of national parliaments and of Heads of State or Government and of the 
European Commission, and, as observers, representatives of the European Economic 
and Social Committee, the Committee of the Regions and the Social Partners as well as 
the European Ombudsman,  

 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Panayiotis Demetriou 

Amendment 31 
Recital D 

D. the draft Constitution would not have been conceivable without the preparatory work 
carried out in the European Parliament for about twenty years since its direct election and 
subsequently by the European Convention assembling Members of the European 
Parliament, members of national parliaments, government representatives, regional 
representatives, NGO representatives and the European Commission, 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Anne Ferreira, Françoise Castex, Benoît Hamon, Béatrice 
Patrie and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 32 
Recital D 

D. the draft Constitution would not have been conceivable without the preparatory work 
carried out in the European Parliament for about twenty years since its direct election and 
subsequently by the European Convention assembling Members of the European 
Parliament, members of national parliaments, government representatives and the 
European Commission, but it would have been preferable for it to have been drafted by 
members of a body elected by European citizens, 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Jean-Luc Dehaene 

Amendment 33 
Recital E 

deleted 

 Or. nl 

 
 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 34 
Recital E 

deleted 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 35 
Recital E 

E. this representative base was combined, in the work of the Convention, with a public 
debate of a critical and pluralist nature, resulting in a consensus which was kept 
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essentially unchanged by the IGC, 

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 36 
Recital E 

E. the Convention and the draft Constitution would have been inconceivable without the 
forceful political encouragement and continuous preparatory work of the European 
Parliament, especially in the wake of the admitted failure of the Treaty of Nice and in 
the light of enlargement,  

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Wojciech Wierzejski 

Amendment 37 
Recital E 

E. the working method imposed in the European Convention, which was created as an 
entity with absolutely no mandate to work on the Constitution, was incompatible with 
the principles of democracy 

 Or. pl 

 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber, Monica Frassoni 

Amendment 38 
Recital E 

E. (deletion) the Convention on the Future of Europe, initially proposed by the European 
Parliament, and possessing a high degree of legitimacy thanks to the fact that the 
majority of its members were directly elected representatives of European citizens, 
allowed the Constitution to be prepared in a public and pluralistic political process 
(deletion), 

 Or. de 
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Amendment by Pervenche Berès 

Amendment 39 
Recital E 

E. the working method of the Convention, initially proposed by the European Parliament, 
allowing for constitutional texts to be prepared in an open, transparent and pluralistic 
political process, has proved its worth (deletion), 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Anne Ferreira, Françoise Castex, Benoît Hamon, Béatrice 
Patrie and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 40 
Recital E 

E. the working method of the Convention, initially proposed by the European Parliament, 
allowing for constitutional texts to be prepared in an open, transparent and pluralistic 
political process, has proved its worth as the subsequent Intergovernmental Conference 
has accepted most of the Convention's draft, 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 41 
Recital E 

E. the working method of the Convention, initially proposed by the European Parliament, 
allowing for constitutional texts to be prepared in an open, transparent and largely 
pluralistic political process, has proved its worth as the subsequent Intergovernmental 
Conference has left intact the bulk of the Convention's draft, 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Jacek Protasiewicz 

Amendment 42 
Recital F 

deleted 

 Or. pl 

 

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 43 
Recital F 

deleted 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff, Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 44 
Recital F 

deleted 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Alexander Stubb 

Amendment 45 
Recital F 

deleted 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Sérgio Sousa Pinto 

Amendment 46 
Recital F 

deleted 

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 47 
Recital F 

deleted 

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 48 
Recital F 

deleted 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 49 
Recital F 

F. The strength of the text drawn up by the Convention and the consensus established 
around it, as well as the determination of the European Parliament, the national 
parliaments and the great majority of the Union's governments, together with the 
pressure of public opinion, obliged the Intergovernmental Conference to move beyond 
the failure of the December 2003 Brussels summit and to approve, on 18 June 2004, 
the draft Constitution for Europe; despite this, events have once again exposed the 
enormous disadvantages of the IGC method when compared with the Convention 
method;  
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 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Jean-Luc Dehaene 

Amendment 50 
Recital F 

F. the Intergovernmental Conference has taken over the European Convention's proposal 
to a large extent, 

 Or. nl 

 
 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 51 
Recital F 

F. the Intergovernmental Conference, however, in some cases agreed on changes to the draft 
which cannot all be considered beneficial (deletion), 

 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber, Monica Frassoni 

Amendment 52 
Recital F 

F. the Intergovernmental Conference did not, however, respect the overwhelming 
consensus within the Convention, in which its own representatives took part, and made 
changes to the draft Constitution that undermine the institutional balance, in favour of 
governments, 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Anne Ferreira, Françoise Castex, Benoît Hamon, Béatrice 
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Patrie and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 53 
Recital F 

F. the Intergovernmental Conference, however, in some cases agreed on changes to the draft 
in important policy areas and in decision-making which represent a setback compared 
to the draft Constitution adopted by consensus by the Convention, such as the increased 
complexity of the formula for constituting a qualified majority in the Council, 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Pervenche Berès 

Amendment 54 
Recital F 

F. the Intergovernmental Conference, however, (deletion) agreed on changes to the draft 
which weaken it, in particular the increased complexity of the formula for constituting a 
qualified majority in the Council, 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber 

Amendment 55 
Recital F a (new) 

Fa. representatives of national governments in many cases impeded progress within the 
Convention when it appeared to be within grasp; the fact that the Praesidium was 
appointed by Heads of State and Government instead of being elected by the 
Convention, its dominant position, secret negotiations and the constant threats of veto 
by government representatives repeatedly led to results that went against the genuine 
wishes of the majority and to blocking of reforms, 

 Or. de 
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Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber, Monica Frassoni 

Amendment 56 
Recital G 

deleted 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Pervenche Berès 

Amendment 57 
Recital G 

G. the agreement to the draft Constitution of every single national government in the 
European Union demonstrates that the elected governments of Member States all 
consider that this compromise is the basis on which they wish to work together in the 
future, on condition that it is ratified either directly by the citizens of the Member States 
in which referendums will be held or by their elected representatives, 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 58 
Recital G 

G. the agreement to the draft Constitution of every single national government in the 
European Union demonstrates that the elected governments of Member States all 
consider that this compromise is the basis on which they wish to work together in the 
future and which will require each of them to demonstrate maximum political 
commitment to ensuring ratification by 1 November 2006, 

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber 

Amendment 59 
Recital G a (new) 

Ga. one of the most serious instances of intervention by governments in the formulation of 
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the Convention's demands was the partial withdrawal of the mandate at the 
Thessaloniki summit, as a consequence of which part III of the Constitution had to be 
adopted in the version of the Praesidium draft, although a massive majority of the 
Convention had called for far-reaching changes; 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Panayiotis Demetriou 

Amendment 60 
Recital H 

deleted   

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 61 
Recital H 

deleted   

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber, Monica Frassoni 

Amendment 62 
Recital H 

deleted   

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Wojciech Wierzejski 

Amendment 63 
Recital H 

deleted   

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Anne Ferreira, Françoise Castex, Benoît Hamon, Béatrice 
Patrie and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 64 
Recital H 

deleted 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 65 
Recital H 

deleted   

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Alexander Stubb 

Amendment 66 
Recital H 

deleted   

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 67 
Recital H 

H. it should be stressed, from the first moment and to avert unjustified criticisms, that the 
draft Constitution will not lead to the creation of a centralised superstate, will 
strengthen rather than weaken the Union's social dimension, and does not ignore the 
historical and spiritual roots of Europe by referring to its cultural, religious and 
humanist inheritance, 

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 68 
Recital H 

H. the project is firmly grounded in: the representation of the Member States (with their 
democratically elected governments) and the citizens, drafting by the Convention, 
adoption by the European Council, approval by the European Parliament and 
ratification by the Member States in accordance with their constitutional provisions;  

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Jacek Protasiewicz 

Amendment 69 
Recital H 

H. (deletion) the Constitution: 

 Or. pl 

 

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 70 
Recital H 

H. the draft Constitution has been the object of some criticisms voiced in public debate that 
do not correspond to the real content and legal consequences of its provisions, 
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 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Pervenche Berès 

Amendment 71 
Recital H, introductory sentence 

H. the draft Constitution has been the object of some criticisms voiced in public debate, even 
though it is established that the Constitution: 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Mercedes Bresso 

Amendment 72 
Recital H 

H. some of the criticisms voiced against the Constitution need to be refuted, given that it: 

a) reinforces the powers of control of the national parliaments and of the local and 
regional authorities over the legislative process, and therefore is not a prelude to the 
creation of a centralised 'superstate';  

b) recognises and reinforces the participation of the social partners and organised civil 
society, enshrines social rights as fundamental rights, introduces gender equality as a 
value of the Union, adds a social market economy and full employment to the Union's 
objectives, introduces a legal basis for services of general interest and includes social 
policy among the competences shared between the Union and the Member States, and, 
therefore, does not weaken the social dimension of the Union - on the contrary, it is 
strengthened; 

c) draws inspiration from the cultural, religious and humanist inheritance of Europe 
and, therefore, encompasses Europe's historical and spiritual roots in their entirety 
without ignoring any of them, 

 Or. it 
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Amendment by Riccardo Ventre 

Amendment 73 
Recital H (a) 

a) will not lead to the creation of a centralised 'superstate', given, moreover, the fact that it 
strengthens the principle of subsidiarity; 

 Or. it 

 

Amendment by Jacek Protasiewicz 

Amendment 74 
Recital H, (c) 

deleted 

 Or. pl 

 

Amendment by Sérgio Sousa Pinto 

Amendment 75 
Recital I 

deleted 

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Wojciech Wierzejski 

Amendment 76 
Recital I 

deleted   

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 77 
Recital I 

deleted 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 78 
Recital I 

deleted 

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 79 
Recital I 

deleted 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Jean-Luc Dehaene 

Amendment 80 
Recital I 

deleted 

 Or. nl 
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Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 81 
Recital I 

deleted 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Alexander Stubb 

Amendment 82 
Recital I 

deleted 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 83 
Recital I 

I. Once it is in force, the European Constitution will have to be implemented and developed 
in an ambitious fashion, and, when the time comes, revised (for this, the EP will have to 
make use of the powers of initiative conferred on it by the constitutional text itself), 
with a view to specific improvements in the following fields:  

(a) the largest possible expansion of the areas covered by qualified majority voting and 
the legislative procedure (including, in the latter case, adoption of the multiannual 
financial framework and the Union's own resources); 

(b) the definition of a genuine economic government for the Union (e.g. as regards 
compatibility of the ECB's functions with the objectives of sustainable development 
and the creation of quality jobs, as well as the EP's effective participation in defining 
the broad economic policy guidelines), together with the delineation of a Europe 
genuinely oriented towards social and employment policy, consolidating and 
developing the welfare state - starting with public services - which characterises our 
way of life; 

(c) the strengthening of the rights inherent to European citizenship, and its extension 
to third-country citizens who are resident in the EU on a legal, stable and permanent 
basis;  

(d) implementation of parity-based democracy within the Union institutions; 
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(e) a simplified and more effective mechanism for future reforms, involving their 
approval by the European Parliament; 

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber, Monica Frassoni 

Amendment 84 
Recital I 

I. (deletion) the Intergovernmental Conference was regrettably not prepared to include in the 
Constitution an agreement on: 

(a) a wider extension of the fields to which qualified majority voting applies; 

(b) a simpler formula for calculating a qualified majority; 

(c) a democratic and flexible method of revising the Constitution, which rules out the 
possibility of an individual Member State blocking the change and involves ratification 
by the European Parliament; 

(d) the setting up of a (deletion) legislative Council, a central element of democratic reform, 
including in terms of the separation of powers and a public legislative process, 

(da) the removal of the contradiction between the goal of full employment laid down in Part 
I of the Constitution and the demand for merely a high level of employment in Part III; 

(db) adoption of 'passerelles' making it possible to change from a special legislative 
procedure to the ordinary legislative procedure and from unanimity to qualified 
majority voting, as proposed in the Convention, 

 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Panayiotis Demetriou 

Amendment 85 
Recital I 

I. unfortunately, the Intergovernmental Conference failed to reach a compromise and 
agree on: 

(a) a wider extension of the fields to which qualified majority voting applies; 

(b) a simpler formula for calculating a qualified majority; 
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(c) a provision allowing (deletion) future revision of the Constitution by a more effective 
simplified procedure; 

(deleted) 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Jacek Protasiewicz 

Amendment 86 
Recital I 

I. (deletion) it was not possible for the Intergovernmental Conference to include in its final 
compromise an agreement on: 

 Or. pl 

 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 87 
Recital I, subparagraph (a) 

(a) the very wide field of application of qualified majority voting as proposed by the 
Convention; 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Pervenche Berès 

Amendment 88 
Recital I, subparagraph (b) 

(b) a simpler and more effective formula for calculating a qualified majority; 

 Or. fr 
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Amendment by Wojciech Wierzejski 

Amendment 89 
Recital I a (new) 

Ia. it must be stated with regret and amazement that the draft Constitution denies the truth 
by disregarding the contribution of Christianity in the historical heritage of Europe, 

 Or. pl 

 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 90 
Recital I, subparagraph (d a) (new) 

(da) the bringing of Part III of the Constitutional Treaty into line, in respect of its objectives 
and principles, with Part I of the Constitutional Treaty;  

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Jillian Evans, Alyn Smith, Bernat Joan i Marí, Ian Stewart Hudghton 

Amendment 91 
Recital I, point (da) (new) 

(da)  the extension of the early warning system involving national parliaments so as to 
include other legislative parliaments and assemblies within the Member States; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Jillian Evans, Alyn Smith, Bernat Joan i Marí, Ian Stewart Hudghton 

Amendment 92 
Recital I, point (db) (new) 

(db) conferring the status of official EU language on all the languages enjoying official 
status in all or part of the territory of a Member State, in accordance with its 
constitutional order, 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Ole Krarup, Esko Olavi Seppänen 

Amendment 93 
Recital I a (new) 

Ia. regrets the transfer of power to the larger Member States which is a consequence of the 
draft Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Ole Krarup, Esko Olavi Seppänen 

Amendment 94 
Recital I b (new) 

Ib. notes that the draft Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe abolishes the current 
European Union and establishes a new one; considers that the abolition of the old 
Union has to be by unanimous decision, 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Ole Krarup, Esko Olavi Seppänen 

Amendment 95 
Recital I c (new) 

Ic. notes that the draft Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe does not include a 
functional concept of multinational democracy, 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 96 
Recital I a (new) 

Ia. it appears regrettable that it was not possible to include in the Constitutional Treaty an 
agreement on: 

(a) an express ban on offensive wars and the refraining from any kind of military 
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intervention by the European Union or one of its Member States, 

(b) gearing of the European Union's security policy towards disarmament and structural 
non-aggression capability, 

(c) the setting up of a European disarmament agency, 

(d) extensive parliamentary scrutiny of the Union's external action by the European 
Parliament, 

(e) full judicial scrutiny of the Common Foreign and Security Policy by the Court of 
Justice of the European Union,  

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Francesco Enrico Speroni 

Amendment 97 
Recital Ia (a) (new) 

Ia. Considers it unacceptable that: 

a) the monopoly of initiative remains with the Commission, while Parliament, the only 
institution directly elected by the citizens of Europe, is given no right of legislative 
initiative; 

 Or. it 

 

Amendment by Francesco Enrico Speroni 

Amendment 98 
Recital Ia (b) (new) 

Ia. b)  there is no provision for any kind of recourse to a popular referendum, whether for 
purposes of proposal or repeal, consultative or confirmatory;  

 Or. it 
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Amendment by Francesco Enrico Speroni 

Amendment 99 
Recital Ia (c) (new) 

Ia. c)  the watering-down of the principle of subsidiarity via the notion of 'early warning' by 
the national parliaments, together with the reduction in voting by unanimity, allow the 
Union to expropriate the sovereignty of the Member States and encroach on their 
legislative powers;  

 Or. it 

 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 100 
Paragraph -1 (new) 

-1. Regards the Constitutional Treaty as a milestone of outstanding importance in the 
process of European integration, and welcomes the fact that it was prepared not solely 
by an Intergovernmental Conference, but above all by a Convention deliberating in 
public and with the wide involvement of civil society; 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 101 
Paragraph -1 a (new) 

-1a. Notes that the refounding of the European Union by means of this Constitutional 
Treaty puts European integration on a sustainable future basis; 

 Or. de 

 

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde 

Amendment 102 
Paragraphs 1-6 

The Alternative Vision for a Europe of Democracies 
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MORE DEMOCRACY 

In all Member States of the EU, laws are adopted by the elected representatives and all laws 
can be amended by the elected representatives. The elected representatives are accountable to 
the electorate and can be removed at the next elections. We call that democracy. 

All Member States of the EU are democracies. The core feature of a democracy is the 
electorate's right to have the last word on all matters. We may hold elections, obtain a new 
majority and thereafter new legislation.  

This core value is impaired in the EU constitution. Although we can still hold elections, we 
will no longer be able to vote to pass new laws in the many areas in which a majority decision 
in the EU replaces our own representative government. 

In the EU, the unelected Commission has the exclusive right to submit legislative proposals on 
which decisions are taken by civil servants and ministers in the Council of Ministers. 

The directly elected European Parliament only has  influence over some EU legislation. It's 
influence is not the equivalent of elected representatives' influence in national parliaments. 
The European Parliament gains much less influence than the national parliaments lose in the 
new constitution. 

The electorate therefore suffers a loss of democracy through the EU constitution. Why should 
we vote for LESS DEMOCRACY? 

Europe deserves better than the proposed EU constitution. I therefore recommend that the 
constitution be rejected.  

In its place, I propose more democracy in the EU: 

• Each country retains its own Commissioner who they themselves appoint and hold 
accountable. 

• Each country has an equal vote in the Council of Ministers which is controlled by the 
national parliament.  

• A 75% majority is required to adopt a law in the EU.  

• All EU legislation must also be considered and adopted by the national parliaments 

• Each national parliament has the right of veto on vital matters which are subsequently 
considered at the next EU Summit. 

• The European Parliament and countries representing a majority of European citizens 
have the right of veto on all matters. If a legislative proposal is blocked, the national 
parliaments may themselves legislate in that area. 

• All legislation is public and can be followed on the Internet. All preparatory meetings and 
documents are public  unless 75% have voted in favour of a closed meeting or confidential 
documents. 
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LESS CENTRALISM 

The EU constitution introduces several new subjects on which the EU may legislate in parellel 
with or instead of the Member States. There will no longer be any vital social issues in which 
the EU cannot interfere. 

Majority decisions have been introduced in many new areas, which means that national 
parliaments can be outvoted. 

The heads of governments will therefore be able to go further and change areas which at 
present require unanimity so that in future they can be adopted by majority decisions in which 
countries can be outvoted. 

The heads of government will also be able to extend the EU's power to new areas without 
going back to the electorate for a mandate. 

We want an EU which is closer to its citizens. The EU constitution does the opposite, it 
centralises even more power in Brussels. 

I therefore recommend that the constitution be rejected. In its place, I propose more freedom 
in the Member States, not more centralism; 

• All laws should have a date of expiry when the law lapses unless it is amended or 
reconfirmed.  

• The 100 000 pages of existing EU legislation should be critically examined so that all non-
cross border subjects are referred back to the Member States' parliaments. 

• The introduction of a genuine principle of subsidiarity whereby the national parliaments 
adopt the annual list of legislation and give the Commission the right to draw up a 
legislative proposal. 

• All EU decisions to be rationalised into two forms: laws and recommendations. Laws to be 
used in areas where the Member States cannot effectively legislate themselves. 
Recommendations to be used in all other areas.  

• The Court should confine itself to ruling in specific disputes and refrain from creating 
more integration. 

NO NEW SUPERSTATE 

The EU constitution makes the EU a 'legal person' which represents the Member States in 
relation to the rest of the world and dissolves the Member States as independent nations. 

Every decision adopted by the EU takes precedence over the Member States' democratically 
adopted laws. Even our constitutions have to give way if they conflict with a decision from 
Brussels. 

This principle of a centralist federal state is now established in Article 6 of the new 
constitution and requires the Member States to bring all matters in dispute before the 
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European Court of Justice. 

The EU acquires its own Foreign Ministry and a common army and police force. A common 
president and a common foreign minister, together with a common head of government - the 
President of the Commission - is to represent us in relations with other countries in the world. 

For better or worse, the 25 Member States will become states in the US sense but with less 
freedom to legislate independently compared with American states. For this reason also I 
therefore recommend that the constitution be rejected. 

In its place, I propose cooperation between independent and free nations. The world has no 
use for a new superpower. 

• EU cooperation should not be based on a constitution but on an agreement between 
independent countries, a treaty which each country can terminate with two years notice. 

• The Court of Justice and the EU authorities should respect Member States' own 
constitutions as interpreted by the national supreme courts or constitutional courts.  

• A common EU foreign policy should not prevent the Member States from acting 
independently on the international stage.  

• Military should be kept separate from civilian cooperation in the EU. 

• The post of EU President should be abolished in favour of a practical office of the 
Presidency rotated between the Member States. 

THE EU SHOULD UNDERGO A THOROUGH OVERHAUL 

We still have a budget where fraud takes possibly 10% of the taxes we pay to Brussels.  

We still have an EU in which the Ombudsman, the Court of Auditors and the European 
Parliament's Committee on Budgetary Control are unable to control the use of EU funds. 

We have a fisheries policy harmful to fish and fishermen alike, an agricultural policy which is 
expensive for consumers and taxpayers without benefiting farmers. 

Structural Funds which squander money. 

For this reason also I recommend that the constitution be rejected. 

I propose that the EU should undergo an overhaul before it can have a greater say. 

FAIR REFERENDUM 

• The draft constitution should be subject to a referendum in all countries at the same time 
so that European citizens have the last word on the rules to be applied to their common 
cooperation. 

• The referendums should be fair and free with an equal amount of public resources for 
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those in favour and those against in each country. 

If the constitution is rejected in a country, a new and more representative convention should 
be set up to draw up proposals for more democratic rules capable of uniting us instead of 
dividing Europeans as the EU constitution does. 

 

 Or. da 

 
 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 103 
Paragraph 1 

1. Concludes that the Constitution for Europe adopted by the IGC on the basis of the 
Convention's draft represents a step of extraordinary importance in the process of 
European integration and embodies a historic commitment which, once implemented, 
will bring about direct benefits for the citizens of Europe, facilitating and 
democratising the Union's workings in the exercise of its powers and involving in that 
task all of its institutions and the Member States, from their governments and national 
parliaments to their regional and local authorities; 

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 104 
Paragraph 1 

1. Concludes that the draft Constitution is the culmination of a trend, present across the 
previous Treaties, towards closer political integration and the deepening of democracy 
in the European public area; stresses that it is in that open area that the Constitution is 
now launched, as both reference and process;  

 Or. pt 
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Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber, Monica Frassoni 

Amendment 105 
Paragraph 1 

1. Concludes that (deletion) the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe leads to a 
considerable improvement on the existing Treaties which will bring about tangible 
benefits for European citizens, for the European Parliament as their democratic 
representation and for the Union's institutions (deletion); 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Pervenche Berès, Béatrice Patrie, Françoise Castex, Anne 
Ferreira, Benoît Hamon, André Laignel, Marie-Noëlle Lienemann and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 106 
Paragraph 1 

1. Recognises that, globally, the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe represents a 
(deletion) compromise leading to some improvement on the existing Treaties (deletion); 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 107 
Paragraph 1 

1. Concludes that (deletion) the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe represents a 
good compromise and a considerable improvement on the existing Treaties which will 
bring about visible benefits for the European citizens and civil society, for the European 
Parliament and the national parliaments as their democratic representation, (deletion) 
for the Member States, their regions and local authorities, and for the European Union 
institutions and thus for the (deletion) Union as a whole; 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 108 
Paragraph 1 

1. Concludes that (deletion) the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe represents a 
vast improvement on the existing Treaties which will bring about tangible benefits for 
European citizens, for the European Parliament as their democratic representation and for 
the Union's institutions, but also for the Member States, their regions and local authorities 
and thus for the European Union as a whole; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Sérgio Sousa Pinto 

Amendment 109 
Paragraph 1 

1. Concludes that (deletion) the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe represents a 
good compromise leading to a considerable improvement on the existing Treaties which 
will bring about tangible benefits for European citizens, for the European Parliament as 
their democratic representation and for the Union's institutions, but also for the Member 
States, their regions and local authorities and thus for the European Union as a whole; 

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 110 
Paragraph 1 

Does not affect English version. 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 111 
Paragraph 1 a (new) 

1a. Expresses its full respect and understanding towards those citizens who may consider 
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that this text, as a text resulting from compromise, falls far short of one or more of 
their legitimate aspirations; underlines, however, that a global position on the 
Constitutional Treaty should in any case result from balancing those legitimate 
concerns with the considerable improvements it provides to the Union and to its 
citizens; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 112 
Title preceding Paragraph 2 

The European Union: a union of states and citizens - a single legal entity  

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber, Monica Frassoni 

Amendment 113 
Title before paragraph 2 

Community of fundamental rights and values 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Reinhard Rack 

Amendment 114 
Paragraph 1 a (new) 

1a. Does not wish, in view of the overall positive outcome, to expressly draw attention once 
again to all the contested individual points; 

 Or. de 
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Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 115 
Title before paragraph 2 

More Clarity for the European Union   

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 116 
Title before paragraph 2 

Improvement in the definition of the Union's nature and objectives   

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Mercedes Bresso 

Amendment 117 
Paragraph 2 

(Paragraph 2 becomes Paragraph 4) 

Clarification of the Union's objectives and competences 

2. Believes that the draft Constitution provides citizens with more clarity about the Union's 
(deletion) objectives and about its competences in relation to the Member States, 
notably because:  

a) the complex set of European treaties is replaced by the Constitution, a single and more 
readable text spelling out the objectives of the Union, its powers and their limits; 

b) the Union's dual legitimacy is consecrated, and it is clarified that it is a Union of 
States and citizens;  

c) the values and objectives of the Union as well as the principles guiding its action in 
relation to the Member States, on the basis of respect for the diverse competences, are 
clarified and better defined; 

d) the distinction disappears between the confusingly overlapping concepts 'European 
Community' and 'European Union'; the European Union becomes a single entity having 
legal personality;  
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e) the European legislative acts are simplified and their terminology is clarified: 
'European laws' and 'European framework laws' replace the existing multiple types of 
act (directives, regulations, decisions, framework decisions, etc), using vocabulary that 
better describes reality; 

f) full respect is guaranteed for the powers of the Member States and local and 
regional authorities, with the Union's motto becoming 'unity with diversity'; it is 
established that Member States have equal rights before the Constitution; respect is 
established for the Member States' national identities and their fundamental political 
and constitutional structures, inclusive of regional and local self-government; the 
principle is affirmed of conferred powers (whereby the Union has only those 
competences conferred on it by the Member States); greater stress is laid on the 
principle of subsidiarity (under which the Union shall act only where the objectives of 
an action cannot be achieved by the Member States in sufficiently effective fashion); 
consecration is given to the principle of proportionality (under which the Union shall 
act only where it is strictly necessary to achieve the objectives of the Constitution); the 
participation of Member States and the local and regional authorities in the decision-
making system of the Union is established; and territorial cohesion is added to the 
objectives of the Union;  

g) mention is made of the symbols of the European Union, thus enabling the citizens to 
deepen their sense of belonging to it: the flag with a circle of twelve stars against a blue 
background, the anthem taken from the 'Ode to Joy' from Ludwig van Beethoven's 
Ninth Symphony, the motto 'Unity with diversity' , the euro as single currency, and 
Europe Day (9 May) as an occasion to be celebrated throughout the Union;  

h) (Deleted) 

 Or. it 

 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 118 
Paragraph 2 

2. Welcomes the fact that the draft Constitution provides citizens with more clarity about the 
Union's nature and objectives and about the relations between the Union and the Member 
States: 
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(a) the complex set of European treaties will be replaced by a single more readable document 
spelling out the objectives of the Union, its powers and their limits; 

(b) the Union's dual legitimacy as a union of states and citizens is emphasised; 

(c) the values and objectives of the Union as well as the principles governing its action and 
its relations with Member States will be clearly defined and focus the Union's policies on 
the needs of its citizens; 

(d) the confusion between the 'European Community' and 'European Union' will end 
because the European Union will become one single legal entity (deletion); 

(e) European instruments and their terminology will be simplified, and jargon will be 
replaced by more easily understandable terms (e.g. European regulations will be called 
European laws, European directives will be called European framework laws) using 
vocabulary that better describes reality; 

(f) the emphasis on 'unity with diversity', the obligation to respect the equality of Member 
States (deletion) as well as their national identities, inherent in their fundamental 
structures, political and constitutional, inclusive of regional and local self-government, 
and on the principle of conferred powers (deletion), subsidiarity and proportionality 
(deletion); 

(g) the recognition of the symbols of the Union will improve its citizens' awareness of the 
Union's institutions and their action; 

(h) a solidarity clause between Member States provides citizens with an expectation of 
receiving support from all parts of the Union in case of a terrorist attack or a natural or 
man-made disaster; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber, Monica Frassoni 

Amendment 119 
Paragraph 2, introduction 

2. Welcomes the fact that citizens' individual rights are strengthened and values and 
objectives defined in the Constitution: 

 Or. de 
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Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 120 
Paragraph 2 

2. Welcomes the fact that the draft Constitution provides citizens with a sharper definition 
of the mission of the Union and more clarity about its nature and objectives and about 
the relations between the Union and the Member States, and in particular that: 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 121 
Paragraph 2 

2. Welcomes the fact that the draft Constitutional Treaty provides citizens with more 
clarity about the Union's nature and objectives and about the relations between the Union 
and the Member States: 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira, Benoît Hamon and 
Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 122 
Paragraph 2 

2. Recognises that the draft Constitution provides citizens with some degree of clarity about 
the Union's nature and objectives and about the relations between the Union and the 
Member States: 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Jean-Luc Dehaene 

Amendment 123 
Paragraph 2(a) 

(a) the complex set of European treaties will be replaced by a single more readable document 
spelling out the objectives of the Union, its powers, its policy instruments and its 
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institutions; 

 Or. nl 

 
 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 124 
Paragraph 2, (a) 

(a) the complex set of European treaties will be replaced by a single more readable document 
spelling out the objectives of the Union, its powers and their limits and explicitly stating 
the primacy of Community law; 

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber, Monica Frassoni 

Amendment 125 
Paragraph 2, subparagraph (a a) (new) 

(aa) the Charter of Fundamental Rights, a cornerstone of the common system of values, 
has been incorporated in full into the Constitution and is therefore legally binding; 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 126 
Paragraph 2, point (b) 

deleted 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud 

Amendment 127 
Paragraph 2(b) 

(b) the Union's dual legitimacy as a union of states and of citizens is emphasised, with due 
regard for fundamental democratic rules based on acceptance of the principle of 
majority voting; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Riccardo Ventre 

Amendment 128 
Paragraph 2 (b) 

b) the Union's (deletion) legitimacy as a union of citizens, local and regional communities 
and states is emphasised; 

 Or. it 

 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber, Monica Frassoni 

Amendment 129 
Paragraph 2, subparagraph (b) 

(2) the recognition of the Union's dual legitimacy as a union of states and citizens enshrines 
the latter's sovereign rights in European integration; 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber, Monica Frassoni 

Amendment 130 
Paragraph 2, subparagraph (b a) (new) 

(ba) individuals will have greater access to the Court of Justice of the European Union in 
connection with Community law; 
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 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira, Benoît Hamon, Béatrice 
Patrie and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 131 
Paragraph 2(c) 

(c) the values and (deletion) principles governing its action and its relations with Member 
States will be clearly defined  (deletion); 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 132 
Paragraph 2 (c) 

(c) the values and objectives of the Union as well as the principles governing its action and 
its relations with Member States will be clearly defined, in terms that are highly 
progressive and are adapted to society's new realities, and focus the Union's policies on 
the needs of its citizens; 

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Panayiotis Demetriou 

Amendment 133 
Paragraph 2, point (c) 

(c) the values and objectives of the Union as well as the principles governing its action and 
its relations with Member States will be clearly defined, without impinging on the basic 
sovereignty of the Member States, and without ignoring the historical and spiritual 
roots of Europe, and focus the Union's policies on the needs of its citizens; 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 134 
Paragraph 2 (c) 

(c) the values and objectives of the Union as well as the principles governing its action and 
its relations with Member States will be clearly defined and will orient the Union's 
policies in the direction of progress and wellbeing for its citizens; 

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 135 
Paragraph 2, point (d) 

deleted 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 136 
Paragraph 2 (d) 

(d) the confusingly overlapping 'European Community' and 'European Union' will become a 
single legal entity and the Union will acquire a single and specific legal personality;  

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Pervenche Berès 

Amendment 137 
Paragraph 2(d) 

(d) the confusingly overlapping 'European Community' and 'European Union' will become a 
single legal entity and structure, even if the Community method does not apply to all 
decisions; 

 Or. fr 
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Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 138 
Paragraph 2 (e) 

(e) the new relationship between the powers of the Member States and those of the Union 
and the better-structured and more effective decision-making process are matched by a 
clearer definition of legal acts and the extent to which they are binding; regulations 
are replaced by European laws, and directives by European framework laws;  

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Panayiotis Demetriou 

Amendment 139 
Paragraph 2, point (e) 

(e) European instruments and their terminology will be simplified and will become more 
understandable to ordinary people; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 140 
Paragraph 2, subparagraph (e) 

(e) European instruments and their terminology will be simplified, and jargon will be 
replaced by more easily understandable terms (deletion) using vocabulary that better 
describes reality; 

 Or. de 
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Amendment by Alexander Stubb 

Amendment 141 
Paragraph 2, point (f) 

deleted   

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber, Monica Frassoni 

Amendment 142 
Paragraph 2, subparagraph (f) 

deleted 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 143 
Paragraph 2, point (f) 

(f) all those factors that guarantee that the Union will never be a centralised all-powerful 
superstate, among which  

- the basic equality of Member States within the Union and as regards their 
participation in the decision-making process; 

- respect for their identities, inherent in their political and constitutional structures, 
inclusive of regional self-government; 

- the principles of conferred powers (whereby the Union has only those competencies 
conferred on it by the Member States), subsidiarity (whereby, when it does not have 
exclusive powers, the Union acts only when an objective cannot be better achieved at a 
lower level by the Member States, the regions or local authorities) and proportionality 
(whereby the form and content of the Union’s actions must not exceed what is needed 
to reach the specific objectives provided for by the Treaty; 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 144 
Paragraph 2 (f) 

(f) in the definition of the powers of the Member States and those of the Union, the 
competition between decision-making centres follows the principles of proportionality 
and subsidiarity, thus ensuring the 'unity in diversity' of the nations and peoples of 
Europe; in addition, insofar as it confers increased legal weight on the political 
decision-making area, the Constitution tends towards equality between Member States;  

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 145 
Paragraph 2, point (f) 

(f) there is such strong emphasis on decentralisation inherent in the theme of 'unity with 
diversity', the obligation to respect the equality of Member States before the Constitution 
as well as their national identities and domestic constitutional structures, the conferral 
of competencies on the Union by its Member States, the principles of subsidiarity and 
proportionality, and the central role of Member States in the decision-making system of 
the Union; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 146 
Paragraph 2, subparagraph (f) 

(f) the emphasis on 'unity with diversity', the obligation to respect the equality of Member 
States before the Constitution as well as their national identities, inherent in their 
fundamental structures, political and constitutional, inclusive of regional and local self-
government, the principle of conferred powers (whereby the Union has only those 
competences conferred on it by the Member States), subsidiarity, proportionality, and the 
participation of Member States in the decision-making system of the Union, in particular 
their central role in the case of changes to the Constitution that would involve a shift in 
competences in favour of the Union, guarantee that the Union will never be a centralised 
all-powerful 'superstate'; 

 Or. de 
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Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud 

Amendment 147 
Paragraph 2(f) 

(f) the emphasis on 'unity with diversity', the obligation to respect the equality of Member 
States before the Constitution as well as their national identities, inherent in their 
fundamental structures, political and constitutional, inclusive of regional and local self-
government, the principle of conferred powers (whereby the Union has only those 
competences conferred on it by the Member States), subsidiarity, proportionality, and the 
participation of Member States in the decision-making system of the Union guarantee 
proper adequacy and implementation of commonly recognised and accepted rules of 
law; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Panayiotis Demetriou 

Amendment 148 
Paragraph 2, point (f) 

(f) it provides a guarantee that the European Union will never become a centralised all-
powerful 'superstate' through the emphasis on 'unity with diversity', and the obligation 
to respect the equality of Member States and their national identities (deletion), as well 
as through the principles of conferred powers (whereby the Union has only those 
competencies conferred on it by the Member States), of subsidiarity and of 
proportionality, and the participation of Member States in the decision-making system of 
the Union (deletion); 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 149 
Paragraph 2 (f) 

(f) the emphasis on 'unity with diversity', the obligation to respect the equality of Member 
States before the Constitution as well as their national identities, inherent in their 
fundamental structures, political and constitutional, inclusive of regional and local self-
government, the principle of conferred powers (whereby the Union has only those 
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competences conferred on it by the Member States), subsidiarity, proportionality, and the 
participation of Member States in the decision-making system of the Union guarantee 
that the Union will never be a centralised all-powerful 'superstate', but will, rather, 
develop in a federal direction, ensuring compatibility of the real circumstances of the 
nation-states and their political structures with the existence of a European interest 
and European citizenship; 

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 150 
Paragraph 2 (g) 

deleted 

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 151 
Paragraph 2, subparagraph (g) 

(g) the inclusion of the symbols of the Union in the Constitution will improve its citizens' 
awareness of the Union's institutions and their action; 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 152 
Paragraph 2, point (g) 

(g) the recognition of the symbols of the Union will improve (deletion) awareness of the 
Union's institutions and their action; 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Panayiotis Demetriou 

Amendment 153 
Paragraph 2, point (h) 

(h) a solidarity clause between Member States, (which might be better if extended to cover  
military attack against Member States and protection of the territorial integrity of 
Member States), provides citizens with an expectation of receiving support from all parts 
of the Union in case of a terrorist attack or a natural or man-made disaster; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud 

Amendment 154 
Paragraph 2(h) 

(h) a solidarity clause between Member States provides citizens with an expectation of 
receiving undifferentiated support from all parts of the Union in case of a terrorist attack 
or a natural or man-made disaster; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 155 
Paragraph 2 (ha) (new) 

(ha). as is of particular importance in an enlarged Union, economic, social and territorial 
cohesion is reaffirmed as a principle, an objective and a policy, in such a way as to 
ensure that action will continue, with sufficient means, with a view to its achievement 
and consolidation within and between all Member States;  

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Panayiotis Demetriou 

Amendment 156 
Paragraph 2 (ha) (new) 

(ha) the strengthening of the European Parliament and the involvement of the national 
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parliaments in policy-making; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Béatrice Patrie, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira, Benoît 
Hamon, André Laignel, Marie-Noëlle Lienemann and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 157 
Paragraph 2 a (new) 

2a. Regrets that the Treaty establishing a Constitution prohibits full attainment of a social 
Europe; deplores the fact that this Treaty prevents the establishment of social 
standards, in particular a minimum European wage; points out that these factors are 
crucial to securing full support from citizens for the European project; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber 

Amendment 158 
Title before paragraph 3 

The Union's capacity to act and the strengthening of its role in the world 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 159 
Title preceding paragraph 3 

A better-structured and more effective decision-making process   

 Or. pt 
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Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 160 
Title preceding paragraph 3 

Better-structured and more effective decisions  

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 161 
Title before paragraph 3 

More efficiency for the European Union   

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 162 
Heading before paragraph 3 

Improvement in terms of the efficiency and effectiveness of the Union 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Vincent Peillon, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira and 
Benoît Hamon 

Amendment 163 
Paragraph 3 introduction [up to (a)] 

deleted 

 Or. fr 
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Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 164 
Paragraph 3 

3. Welcomes the fact that, upon the entry into force of the Constitutional Treaty, the 
Union's institutions will be able to carry out their tasks more efficiently due to the 
following improvements: 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 165 
Paragraph 3 

3. Welcomes the fact that, upon the entry into force of the Constitution, the Union's 
institutions will be able to carry out their tasks more efficiently and effectively due to the 
following improvements: 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Mercedes Bresso 

Amendment 166 
Paragraph 3 

(Paragraph 3 becomes Paragraph 5) 

A more efficient Union 

3. Believes that, upon the entry into force of the Constitution, the Union's institutions will 
be able to carry out their tasks more efficiently, notably because:  

a) there is an increase in the areas in which the governments meeting in Council will 
decide by qualified majority voting rather than by unanimity, a vital factor if the Union 
of 25 Member States is to be able to function without being blocked by vetoes;  

b) the figure is created of the European Foreign Minister, who will speak as the voice of 
the Union on the international stage and guide its foreign policy, sitting as a 
Commission Vice-President while also appointed by the governments to the Council, 
and, as a member of the Commission, accountable to the European Parliament;  

c) the Union's ability to create common instruments in the area of defence policy is 
reinforced;  
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d) the European Council acquires a more stable presidency, with a two-and-a-half-year 
term, rotating among all 25 Member States, replacing the present six-month term;  

e) the European Union acquires legal personality (hitherto reserved to the European 
Community alone), and is thus enabled to act in the sphere of international relations 
and to be party to international agreements;  

f) the Commission will no longer have a commissioner from every Member State and its 
membership will be reduced to 20; 

g) the number of the Union's legislative instruments and the procedures for their 
adoption are reduced; the distinction between legislative and executive instruments is 
clarified; 

h) the Union's action in the area of justice and home affairs is made more effective, 
thanks to the extension to the entire area of the legislative procedure, with full 
involvement of the European Parliament, and to the introduction of qualified majority 
voting for decisions in Council, thus enabling the creation of a genuine 'Union in law';  

i) immigration and asylum policy becomes a fully-fledged Union policy, thus enabling 
the promotion of actions for the integration of third-country citizens and ensuring an 
equitable division of responsibilities between Member States, thanks to the inclusion of 
specific provisions in the Constitution;  

j) the opportunity is introduced for groups of Member States to engage in closer 
cooperation among themselves in certain policy areas where not all Member States are 
willing to do so; 

 Or. it 

 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 167 
Paragraph 3 

3. Welcomes the fact that with the entry into force of the Constitution, the Union's 
institutions will be able to carry out their tasks more efficiently, due to the following 
improvements: 

(a) there will be a significant increase in the scope of qualified majority voting rather than 
unanimity in the Council, indispensable for avoiding gridlock in a Union of 25 or more 
nations; 

(b) the European Council will have a two-and-a-half-year chair instead of a six-month 
rotating one; 

(c) there will be a reduction in the size of the Commission; 
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(d) the new European (deletion) Foreign Minister (deletion) will be (deletion) able to speak 
for the Union on those subjects where the latter has a common position; 

(e) the conferral of legal personality (deletion) on the Union will enhance its capacity to act 
in international relations and to be a party to international agreements; 

(f) the Union's capacity to develop common structures in the field of security and defence 
policy will be reinforced, thus strengthening the Union's role as a promoter of peace in 
the world; 

(g) there will be a more limited set of European Union legislative instruments and a more 
limited number of procedures for their adoption; the distinction between legislative and 
executive instruments will be clarified; 

(h) Union action in justice and home affairs will have more effective procedures, promising 
tangible progress with regard to security and immigration issues; 

(i) for a number of other matters, it will become easier to apply the successful Community 
method as soon as there is a common political will to do so; 

(j) there is more room for flexible arrangements when not all Member States are willing or 
able to go ahead with certain policies at the same time; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Vincent Peillon, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira and 
Benoît Hamon 

Amendment 168 
Paragraph 3(a) 

(a) there will be a significant increase in the scope of qualified majority voting rather than 
unanimity in the Council, indispensable for avoiding gridlock in a Union of 25 or more 
nations; the failure to move to qualified majority voting on social and fiscal issues is 
symptomatic of the lack of willingness to make progress in areas that are nonetheless 
essential to the cohesion and prosperity of the Union; 

 Or. fr 
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Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 169 
Paragraph 3 (a) 

(a) there will be a significant increase in the scope of qualified majority voting rather than 
unanimity in the Council, indispensable for avoiding gridlock in a Union of 25 or more 
nations, thus giving full meaning to the binary concept of deepening plus widening;  

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Béatrice Patrie, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira, Benoît 
Hamon, André Laignel, Marie-Noëlle Lienemann and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 170 
Paragraph 3(a) a (new) 

(aa) Regrets that the constitutional Treaty does not allow any progress in the fiscal sphere 
and that the unanimity rule has been maintained, even from measures to combat fiscal 
fraud contrary to what had been agreed by the Convention; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Pervenche Berès 

Amendment 171 
Paragraph 3(b) 

deleted 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Panayiotis Demetriou 

Amendment 172 
Paragraph 3, point (b) 

(b) the European Council will have a two-and-a-half-year chair instead of a six-month 
rotating one, safeguarding better policy-continuity; 
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 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Reinhard Rack 

Amendment 173 
Paragraph 3, subparagraph (c) 

deleted 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Alexander Stubb 

Amendment 174 
Paragraph 3, point (c) 

(c) there will be a reduction in the size of the Commission based on an equal rotation 
between Member States; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Panayiotis Demetriou 

Amendment 175 
Paragraph 3, point (c) 

(c) there will be a reduction in the size of the Commission, so as to become more effective; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Joachim Wuermeling 

Amendment 176 
Paragraph 3, subparagraph (c) 

(c) there will be a reduction in the number of Members of the Commission; 
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 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 177 
Paragraph 3, subparagraph (c) 

(c) there will be a reduction in the size of the Commission from 2014; 

 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 178 
Paragraph 3, point (d) 

(d) There will be a European Union Foreign Minister, merging the two posts that today 
may cause duplication and confusion, who will be able to speak for the Union on those 
subjects where it has a common position, which, together with the conferral of legal 
personality on it will greatly reinforce the Union’s visibility as an actor on the world 
stage; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 179 
Paragraph 3 (d) 

(d) the European Union's Foreign Policy High Representative and the Commissioner for 
External Relations - two posts causing duplication and confusion - will be merged into a 
single European 'Foreign Minister' able to speak for the Union on those subjects where it 
has a common position, thus contributing to the EU's emergence as a major global 
power capable of acting on an international scale in order to achieve the objectives of 
the Constitution, including the preservation of peace, the avoidance of conflicts and 
strengthening of security pursuant to the principles of the UN Charter, the promotion 
of development and eradication of poverty, and the fostering of a system based on 
multilateral cooperation; 
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 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 180 
Paragraph 3, point (d) 

(d) the creation of the post of EU Foreign Minister who will speak for the Union in common 
foreign and security policy, be a Vice-President of the Commission, chair the Council 
of Foreign Ministers and run a new joint administration of the Commission and 
Council; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 181 
Paragraph 3, subparagraph (d) 

(d) the European Union's Foreign Policy High Representative and the Commissioner for 
External Relations - two posts causing duplication and confusion - will be merged into a 
single European 'Foreign Minister' able to speak for the Union on those subjects where it 
has a common position and draw on the support of a European external service in 
performing his duties; 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 182 
Paragraph 3, point (e) 

deleted 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 183 
Paragraph 3 (e) 

(e) the conferral of legal personality, previously enjoyed by the European Community, on 
the Union will enhance its capacity to act in international relations and to be a party to 
international agreements, thus contributing to multilateralism and to a new world order; 

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 184 
Paragraph 3, subparagraph (e a) (new) 

(ea) the whole of the Union's external action is expressly made subject under the 
Constitution to the principle of preserving peace and respecting international law;  

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 185 
Paragraph 3 (g) 

deleted 

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 186 
Paragraph 3 (h) 

(h) Union action in justice and home affairs will have more effective procedures, promising 
tangible progress with regard to justice, security and immigration issues;  

 Or. pt 
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Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 187 
Paragraph 3  (i) 

(i) for a number of other matters, the decision to apply the (deletion) Community method 
will be facilitated; 

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Pervenche Berès 

Amendment 188 
Paragraph 3(j) 

deleted 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Vincent Peillon, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira and 
Benoît Hamon 

Amendment 189 
Paragraph 3(j) 

deleted 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Vincent Peillon, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira and 
Benoît Hamon 

Amendment 190 
Paragraph 3(j) a (new) 

(ja) closer cooperation, the effectiveness of which must be assessed in the light of the strict 
provisions governing its implementation (possible blocking by the European 
Commission and decision by the Council in the last resort) and the real benefits in 
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terms of an integrated Europe; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Panayiotis Demetriou 

Amendment 191 
Paragraph 3, point (ja) (new) 

(ja) the area of co-decision of the Council and the European Parliament is enhanced, thus 
strengthening democracy; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Vincent Peillon, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira and 
Benoît Hamon 

Amendment 192 
Paragraph 3 a (new) Introductory sentence 

3a. Notes that the draft constitutional Treaty contains a number of advances enabling the 
Union institutions to fulfil their tasks more effectively, that said, these advances need to 
be qualified: 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Béatrice Patrie, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira, Benoît 
Hamon, André Laignel, Marie-Noëlle Lienemann and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 193 
Paragraph 3 a (new) 

3a. Regrets that services of general interest are still subject to the general competition 
rules; 

 Or. fr 
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Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Béatrice Patrie, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira, Benoît 
Hamon, André Laignel, Marie-Noëlle Lienemann and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 194 
Paragraph 3 b (new) 

3b. Regrets that the procedures for revising the Treaty establishing a Constitution for 
Europe are still modelled on the procedures in force in earlier treaties (Nice, 
Amsterdam, etc); regrets in particular that revision of the Union's internal policies and 
measures is not possible without a unanimous decision by the European Council and 
ratification by each Member State; this makes any change in European Union policies 
designed to achieve social and fiscal harmonisation in particular highly improbable; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 195 
Title before paragraph 4 

More Citizens' Rights and Democracy 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Alexander Stubb 

Amendment 196 
Title before paragraph 4 

Improvement in terms of increased democratic accountability and citizen´s rights 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Joachim Wuermeling 

Amendment 197 
Title before paragraph 4 

Improvement in terms of increased democratic legitimation 
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 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 198 
Title preceding paragraph 4 

Improvement of the quality of democracy  

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber 

Amendment 199 
Title before paragraph 4 

European democracy 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 200 
Paragraph 4 

(Merge Points 4 and 5, beginning with points 5(a) and 5(b) and 5(d) as amended, deleting 5(c), 
and then continuing with points 4(a) to (i) as amended) 

4 Welcomes the fact that individual rights of citizens will be reinforced and that citizens 
will have greater control over the (deletion) Union's action with an increased democratic 
accountability, (deletion) due to the following improvements: 

(a) the inclusion of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights in the Constitution, which 
means that all provisions of European Union law and all action taken by the European 
Union's institutions or based on European Union law will have to comply with these 
standards; 

(b) the European citizens' initiative and other new provisions which facilitate 
participation by citizens and representative associations in the deliberations of the 
Union; 
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(c) individuals will be better able to defend their rights before the European Courts;  

(d) the adoption of all European Union legislation will be subject to the prior scrutiny of 
national parliaments and, with a few exceptions, the dual approval of both national 
governments (in the European Union's Council) and the directly elected European 
Parliament - a level of parliamentary scrutiny that exists in no other comparable structure; 

(e) national parliaments will receive all European Union's proposals in good time to 
discuss (deletion) with their ministers before Council meetings and will also gain the 
right to raise objections to draft legislation if they feel it infringes their own rights; 

(f) the European Parliament will decide on an equal footing with the Council on the bulk 
of the Union's legislation; 

(g) the President of the Commission will be elected by the European Parliament, thereby 
establishing a link to the results of European elections; 

(h) the Minister of Foreign Affairs, appointed by the European Council in agreement with 
the Commission's President, will be accountable both to the European Parliament and to 
the European Council; 

(i) (deletion) the European Parliament will gain full budgetary powers under a new 
procedure, meaning that a considerable part of the budget, the so-called 'compulsory 
expenditure', will no longer be exempt from democratic control by the European 
Parliament; 

(j) the exercise of delegated legislative powers and implementing powers by the 
Commission will be brought under a new system of joint supervision by the European 
Parliament and the Council, enabling each of them to call back Commission decisions to 
which they object; 

(k) when acting on legislation the Council will meet in public; 

(l) with regard to future revisions of the Constitution, the European Parliament too will 
have the power to submit proposals, and the scrutiny of any proposed revision must be 
carried out by a Convention unless Parliament agrees that this is not necessary; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Mercedes Bresso 

Amendment 201 
Paragraph 4 

(Paragraph 4 becomes Paragraph 3) 
 
4. Considers that citizens will have greater control over the European Union's activities by 
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virtue of the institutions' more visible democratic accountability, notably for the 
following reasons: 

a) the national parliaments and, via the Committee of the Regions, the local and 
regional authorities will receive all European Union proposals in good time to discuss 
them with their ministers before Council meetings, will be able to exercise prior 
scrutiny, and will also gain the right to object to draft legislation if they feel it goes 
beyond the European Union's remit; 

b) all European Union laws, with a few exceptions, will require the dual approval of 
both national governments (in the European Union's Council) and the directly elected 
European Parliament - a level of parliamentary scrutiny that exists in no other 
supranational organisation; 

c) the European Parliament will decide on an equal footing with the Council on the bulk 
of the Union's legislation; 

d) the President of the Commission will be elected by the European Parliament, in line 
with the results of the European elections and, therefore, the political will of the 
majority of EU citizens;  

e) the Minister of Foreign Affairs, appointed by the European Council in agreement with 
the Commission President, will be accountable both to the European Parliament - 
therefore, to the citizens -  and to the European Council - therefore, to the governments; 

f) the EP will acquire joint powers of decision with the Council on all Union 
expenditure (rather than only a part - so-called 'non-compulsory expenditure' - as has 
hitherto been the case), which will therefore now be subject in its entirety to democratic 
control;  

g) (deleted) 

h) the Council will meet in public when debating and adopting Union laws;  

i) the EP will participate in the right to propose future amendments to the Constitution, 
which will be examined by a Convention consisting of representatives of the European 
Parliament, the national parliaments, the governments and the Commission, on very 
similar lines to those which successfully drew up the Charter of Fundamental Rights 
and the draft Constitution for Europe; 

 Or. it 
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Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Anne Ferreira, Françoise Castex, Benoît Hamon, Béatrice 
Patrie and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 202 
Paragraph 4 

4. Considers that the following changes fail to improve citizens' democratic control over 
the Union's action sufficiently, 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Jean-Luc Dehaene 

Amendment 203 
Paragraph 4 

(If this amendment is adopted , paragraph 5 will fall, together with the heading Improvement in 
terms of citizen's rights) 

4. Welcomes the fact that citizens will have greater control over the European Union's 
action by increased democratic accountability and applauds the fact that citizens' 
individual rights will be strengthened, notably due to the following improvements: 

 Or. nl 

 
 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 204 
Paragraph 4, point (a) 

deleted 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Anne Ferreira, Françoise Castex, Benoît Hamon and 
Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 205 
Paragraph 4(a) 

(a) the adoption of all European Union legislation will be subject to the prior scrutiny of 
national parliaments and, despite the many exceptions maintained, the dual approval of 
both national governments (in the European Union's Council) and the directly elected 
European Parliament - a level of parliamentary scrutiny that exists in no other 
comparable structure; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 206 
Paragraph 4, subparagraph (a) 

(a) the adoption of all European Union legislation will be subject to the prior scrutiny of 
national parliaments and, with a few exceptions, the dual approval of both national 
governments (in the European Union's Council) and the directly elected European 
Parliament - a level of parliamentary scrutiny that exists in no other supranational 
structure; 

 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 207 
Paragraph 4, subparagraph (b) 

(b) national parliaments will receive all European Union proposals in good time to discuss 
them (deletion) before they are adopted and will also gain the right to object to draft 
legislation if they feel it goes beyond the European Union's remit; 

 Or. de 
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Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 208 
Paragraph 4 (ba) (new) 

(ba)  greater stress is laid on the Union's regional and local dimensions, via the 
consolidation of the provisions for the participation of the regions in individual 
Member States' delegations to the Council, the major emphasis placed in the protocol 
on the subsidiarity principle on the regional dimension of the application of that 
principle, the strengthening of the Committee of the Regions, and the stress on respect 
for Europe's cultural and linguistic diversity; 

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Anne Ferreira, Françoise Castex, Benoît Hamon and 
Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 209 
Paragraph 4(c) 

(c) the European Parliament will decide on an equal footing with the Council on a large part 
of the Union's legislation; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Joachim Wuermeling 

Amendment 210 
Paragraph 4, subparagraph (c) 

(c) the European Parliament will as a rule decide on an equal footing with the Council on 
(deletion) the Union's legislation; 

 Or. de 
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Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 211 
Paragraph 4, point (c) 

(Move 4(c) to become new 4(a)) 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber 

Amendment 212 
Paragraph 4, subparagraph (c a) (new) 

(Paragraph 4, subparagraph (c) becomes paragraph 4, subparagraph (a)) (Paragraph 4, 
subparagraph (h) becomes paragraph 4, subparagraph (b))   

(ca) through the introduction of a European citizens' initiative a direct democratic 
instrument is enshrined in the Constitution that allows citizens to submit demands in 
respect of European laws; 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Pervenche Berès 

Amendment 213 
Paragraph 4(d) 

deleted 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 214 
Paragraph 4, subparagraph (d) 

(d) the President of the Commission will be elected by the European Parliament, (deletion) 
establishing a link to the results of European elections; 
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 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 215 
Paragraph 4, subparagraph (e) 

(e) the Foreign Minister (deletion), appointed by the European Council in agreement with 
the Commission's President, will be accountable both to the European Parliament and to 
the European Council; 

 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff, Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 216 
Paragraph 4, point (f) 

(f) a new budgetary procedure will require the approval of all European Union expenditure 
by both the Council and the European Parliament without any exceptions, thus bringing 
all expenditure under full democratic control; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 217 
Paragraph 4, subparagraph (f) 

(f) a new budgetary procedure will require the approval of all European Union expenditure 
by both the Council and the European Parliament, so that a considerable part of it, the so-
called 'compulsory expenditure', will no longer be subject to unilateral Council decisions, 
but will be brought under full democratic control by the European Parliament; 

 Or. de 
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Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 218 
Paragraph 4, subparagraph (g) 

(g) the exercise of delegated legislative powers (deletion) by the Commission will be 
brought under a (deletion) system of joint supervision by the European Parliament and 
the Council, enabling each of them to call back Commission decisions to which they 
object; 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 219 
Paragraph 4, subparagraph (h) 

(h) in its function as legislator the Council will meet in public; 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Joachim Wuermeling 

Amendment 220 
Paragraph 4, subparagraph (i a) (new) 

(ia) the Commission may no longer ignore calls by the European Parliament to submit 
proposals for legislation, but must formally act; 

 Or. de 
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Amendment by Jean-Luc Dehaene 

Amendment 221 
Paragraph 4, after (i) 

(insert subparagraphs (a), (b), (c) and (d) of paragraph 5) 

(ia) all provisions of European Union law and all action taken by European Union 
institutions or based on European Union law will have to meet the standards of 
fundamental rights laid down in the draft Constitution, it being understood that this 
does not affect the legal orders of the Member States; 

(ib) new provisions will facilitate participation by citizens and representative associations in 
the deliberations of the Union; 

(ic) citizens will have the possibility to submit proposals on matters where they consider 
that a legal act of the Union is required for the purpose of implementing the 
Constitution; 

(id) individuals will enjoy enhanced possibilities of defending their rights in the European 
courts; 

(If this amendment is adopted, paragraph 5 will fall, together with the heading Improvement in 
terms of citizen's rights) 

 Or. nl 

 
 

Amendment by Alexander Stubb 

Amendment 222 
Paragraph 4 (ia) (new) 

(indent transferred from paragraph 5 (a)) 

(ia) all provisions of European Union law and all action taken by European Union 
institutions or based on European Union law will have to meet the standards of the 
fundamental rights laid down in the draft Constitution (deleted); 

 Or. en 

 



PE 347.293v02-00 76/95 AM\546089EN.doc 

EN 

Amendment by Alexander Stubb 

Amendment 223 
Paragraph 4 (ib) (new) 

(indent transferred from paragraph 5 (b)) 

(ib) new provisions will facilitate participation by citizens and representative associations in 
the deliberations of the Union; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Alexander Stubb 

Amendment 224 
Paragraph 4 (ic) (new) 

(indent transferred from paragraph 5 (c)) 

(ic) citizens will have the possibility of submitting proposals on matters where they consider 
that a legal act of the Union is required for the purpose of implementing the 
Constitution; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Alexander Stubb 

Amendment 225 
Paragraph 4 (id) (new) 

(indent transferred from paragraph 5 (d)) 

(id) individuals will enjoy enhanced possibilities of defending their rights in the European 
courts; 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud 

Amendment 226 
Paragraph 4(i) a (new) 

(ia) with regard to the possibilities of revising the Constitution, citizens may take full 
advantage of their right of petition under the relevant conditions to submit proposals; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Béatrice Patrie, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira, Benoît 
Hamon, André Laignel, Marie-Noëlle Lienemann and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 227 
Paragraph 4 a (new) 

4a. Regrets the restriction of the legal and political scope of the Union's Charter of 
Fundamental Rights; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Alexander Stubb 

Amendment 228 
Tittle before paragraph 5 

deleted 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 229 
Title preceding paragraph 5 

A Charter of Rights with binding legal force 

 Or. pt 
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Amendment by Johannes Voggenhuber 

Amendment 230 
Paragraph 5 

deleted 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 231 
Paragraph 5 

deleted 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Alexander Stubb 

Amendment 232 
Paragraph 5 (two first lines) 

deleted 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Benoît Hamon, Vincent Peillon, Anne Ferreira, Françoise Castex and Béatrice 
Patrie 

Amendment 233 
Paragraph 5 

5. Notes that citizens' individual rights have not been strengthened sufficiently because: 

 Or. fr 
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Amendment by Mercedes Bresso 

Amendment 234 
Paragraph 5 

(Paragraph 5 becomes Paragraph 2) 

Improvement  in the area of citizens' rights and democratic accountability  

5. Considers that citizens' fundamental rights will be better protected due to the following:  

a) the incorporation of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European citizens, 
which the EU institutions and bodies and the Member States will be obliged to respect 
when applying Community law, subject to compliance with Member State law;  

b) the institutional recognition of the role of the social partners and the social 
dialogue, as well as the role of associations and civil society, which will ensure 
participation by citizens and representative associations in the deliberations of the Union; 

c) the new right of 1 m Union citizens to call on the Commission to propose draft laws 
which they believe are necessary in order to implement the Constitution;  

d) the extension of the right to bring an action before the European Court of Justice 
against the EU institutions for breach of fundamental rights to individual citizens in 
addition to Member States and legal persons;  

da) the 'solidarity clause' committing the Member States to a common effort to 
enhance security and protection of their citizens in case of a terrorist attack or a 
disaster of natural or human origin; 

 Or. it 

 

Amendment by Panayiotis Demetriou 

Amendment 235 
Paragraph 5 

5. Welcomes the fact that citizens' individual rights, and thus the whole social dimension 
of the Union, will be strengthened, due to the following improvements: 

-(a) (new) the incorporation of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union in the Constitution; 

(a) all provisions of European Union law and all action taken by European Union 
institutions or based on European Union law will have to meet the standards of 
fundamental rights laid down in the draft Constitution, it being understood that this does 
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not affect the legal orders of the Member States; 

(b) new provisions will facilitate participation by citizens and representative associations 
in the deliberations of the Union offering a role to a considerable number of citizens; 

(c) citizens will have the possibility to submit proposals on matters where they consider 
that a legal act of the Union is required for the purpose of implementing the Constitution; 

(d) individuals will enjoy enhanced possibilities of defending their rights in the European 
courts; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 236 
Paragraph 5, point -(a) (new) 

5. Welcomes the fact that citizens' individual rights will be strengthened due to the 
following improvements: 

-(a). the inclusion in the Constitutional Treaty of the Charter of Fundamental rights, 
which will make them fully enforceable within their sphere of application. 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 237 
Paragraph 5 -(a) (new) 

-(a) the Charter of Rights is the moral basis of the European Union, its cultural and 
political heritage;  

 Or. pt 
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Amendment by Benoît Hamon, Vincent Peillon, Anne Ferreira, Françoise Castex and Béatrice 
Patrie 

Amendment 238 
Paragraph 5(a) 

(a) the legal scope of the fundamental rights included in the draft Constitution has been 
strictly limited; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 239 
Paragraph 5, subparagraph (a) 

(a) all provisions of European Union law and all action taken by European Union institutions 
or based on European Union law will have to comply with the fundamental rights laid 
down in the draft Constitution (deletion); 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 240 
Paragraph 5, point (a) 

(a) all provisions of European Union law and all action taken by European Union institutions 
and Member States based on European Union law will have to meet the standards of 
fundamental rights laid down in the Charter which is now incorporated in the 
Constitution with mandatory effect; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 241 
Paragraph 5 (aa) (new) 

(aa)  the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union is incorporated into the 
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Constitution for Europe and thus becomes legally binding; 

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 242 
Paragraph 5, subparagraph (b) 

(b) new provisions will facilitate participation by citizens, (deletion) representative  
associations and civil society in the deliberations of the Union; 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Benoît Hamon, Vincent Peillon, Anne Ferreira, Françoise Castex and Béatrice 
Patrie 

Amendment 243 
Paragraph 5(b) 

(b) new provisions will facilitate participation by citizens and representative associations in 
the deliberations of the Union, but churches and religious associations or communities 
will enjoy undue special recognition in this context; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 244 
Paragraph 5 (c) 

(c) citizens, by virtue of the 'citizens' initiative' included in the Constitution (to which 
Parliament attaches great importance), will have the possibility to submit proposals on 
matters where they consider that a legal act of the Union is required for the purpose of 
implementing the Constitution; 

 Or. es 
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Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 245 
Paragraph 5, subparagraph (c) 

(c) citizens will have the possibility, through citizens' initiatives, to submit proposals on 
matters where they consider that a legal act of the Union is required for the purpose of 
implementing the Constitution; 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Andrew Duff and Ignasi Guardans 

Amendment 246 
Paragraph 5, point (c) 

(c) citizens will have the possibility to submit legislative proposals on matters where they 
consider that an act of the Union is required for the purpose of implementing the 
Constitution; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Benoît Hamon, Vincent Peillon, Anne Ferreira, Françoise Castex and Béatrice 
Patrie 

Amendment 247 
Paragraph 5(c) 

(c) citizens will have the possibility to submit proposals on matters where they consider that 
a legal act of the Union is required for the purpose of implementing the Constitution, but 
the Commission will be under no obligation whatsoever to accede to the request or 
even to give reasons for not permitting a legislative proposal; 

 Or. fr 
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Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 248 
Paragraph 5, subparagraph (d) 

(d) individuals will enjoy enhanced possibilities of defending their rights before the Court of 
Justice of the European Union; 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves 

Amendment 249 
Paragraph 5 (da) (new) 

(da) the Charter embodies in its values the fundamental constitutional convergence which 
was already a condition for countries joining the Union; it now acquires binding legal 
force and gives the Union the character of a constitutionally based motherland;  

 Or. pt 

 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 250 
Paragraph 5, subparagraph (d a) (new) 

(da) the European Union will be obliged to accede to the European Human Rights 
Convention; 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Ole Krarup, Esko Olavi Seppänen 

Amendment 251 
Title and Paragraphs 5a, 5b, 5c and 5d (new) 

Militarization of the EU 
 
5a. Notes that the draft Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe will increase the 

militarization of the European Union; 
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5b. Dismisses the collective security guarantees with which the military dimension of the WEU 
is being transferred into the Union's sphere of activities; 

5c. Notes that the draft Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe does not contain a 
specific requirement of a United Nations' mandate for military operations of the EU; 
considers that a UN mandate is the only way to give military operations legality in 
international law; 

5d. Notes that the crisis management peace making operations are offensive acts; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann 

Amendment 252 
Title and paragraph 5 a (new) 

Improvement in terms of the social dimension and the principle of equality 

5a. Welcomes the fact that the social dimension of the European Union and the principle 
of equality within the Union will be strengthened due to the following improvements: 

(a) the canon of values common to all the Member States, on which the Union is founded, 
has been widened to include the principles of human dignity, equality and protection of 
individual minority rights, as well as pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, justice, 
solidarity and equality of women and men; 

(b) the Union will strive to achieve a highly social market economy, with the goal of full 
employment and social progress; it will fight social exclusion and discrimination and 
promote social justice and social protection, equality of women and men, solidarity 
between generations and the protection of the rights of the child; 

(c) in addition, the Union will in future take account in all measures of the requirement to 
promote a high level of employment, to ensure adequate social protection, to fight 
social exclusion and to provide a high level of general and vocational education and 
training and health protection; 

(d) the Union will recognise and promote the role of the social partners, in particular in 
terms of their autonomy, and contribute to the social dialogue; 

(e) the Union will in future be able to take initiatives to coordinate Member States' social 
policy; 

(f) the Union will in future lay down the principles and conditions governing services of 
general economic interest, in order to ensure that such services are able to fulfil their 
duties within a Union that continues to become economically more closely integrated; 



PE 347.293v02-00 86/95 AM\546089EN.doc 

EN 

 Or. de 

 
 

Amendment by Jean-Luc Dehaene 

Amendment 253 
Paragraph 5 a (new) 

(after a new heading 'The Union as a global actor', insert subparagraphs (d), (e) and (f) of 
paragraph 3) 

The Union as a global actor 

5a. It is convinced that entry into force of the Constitution will strengthen the Union's role 
as a global actor thanks to the following advances: 

(a) the European Union's Foreign Policy High Representative and the 
Commissioner for External Relations - two posts causing duplication and confusion - 
will be merged into a single European 'Foreign Minister' able to speak for the Union 
on those subjects where it has a common position; 

(b) the conferral of legal personality, previously enjoyed by the European 
Community, on the Union will enhance its capacity to act in international relations 
and to be a party to international agreements; 

(c) the Union's capacity to develop common structures in the field of defence policy 
will be strengthened; 

(if this amendment is adopted, subparagraphs (d), (e) and (f) of paragraph 3 will fall) 

 Or. nl 

 
 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Béatrice Patrie, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira, Benoît 
Hamon, André Laignel, Marie-Noëlle Lienemann and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 254 
Paragraph 6 

6. Express its reservations vis-à-vis the draft Constitution and wishes to see changes to 
Part III of the constitutional Treaty so as to allow harmonisation in the social and 
fiscal spheres before Member States are called upon to ratify it; hopes that at the very 
least the so-called 'simplified' revision procedure for the Union's internal policies and 
actions will not be straight-jacketed by the dual unanimity requirement; this dual 
requirement is founded on a purely intergovernmental approach and is an obstacle to 
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generating a forward momentum based on the aspirations of European citizens; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Wojciech Wierzejski 

Amendment 255 
Paragraph 6 

6. Rejects the Constitutional Treaty; 

 Or. pl 

 

Amendment by Ole Krarup, Esko Olavi Seppänen 

Amendment 256 
Paragraph 6 

6. (deletion) Calls upon the individual Member States to ratify the Constitutional Treaty 
only after having secured a majority of voters at a referendum if such a referendum is 
possible and applicable to the relevant Member State; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Mercedes Bresso 

Amendment 257 
Paragraph 6 

6. Approves the Constitutional Treaty and calls upon the Member States to ratify it; 

 Or. it 
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Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 258 
Paragraph 6 

6. Endorses the Constitution for Europe and calls upon the Member States to ratify it; 

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff 

Amendment 259 
Paragraph 6 

6. Endorses the Constitutional Treaty and calls upon the nations and peoples of the 
European Union to ratify it; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Bronisław Geremek 

Amendment 260 
Paragraph 6 

6. Endorses the Constitutional Treaty and wholeheartedly supports its ratification; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Wojciech Wierzejski 

Amendment 261 
Paragraph 7 

deleted 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Béatrice Patrie, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira, Benoît 
Hamon, André Laignel, Marie-Noëlle Lienemann and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 262 
Paragraph 7 

7. Doubts that this Constitution will provide a stable framework for the future development 
of the European Union which will allow for further enlargement and which is tailored to 
last for a long period while open for adjustments; 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Mercedes Bresso 

Amendment 263 
Paragraph 7 

7. Believes that the Constitution represents a historic stage in the process of European 
integration, since, for the first time, it institutes a stable and lasting framework for the 
(3 words deleted) European Union which will also permit further development of the 
integration process and favour any necessary adaptations in the future;  

 Or. it 

 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 264 
Paragraph 7 

7. Is convinced that the Constitution for Europe will supply a stable framework for the 
future development of the European Union which will allow for further enlargement and 
will be tailored to last for a long period while open for the adjustments referred to above; 

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Riccardo Ventre 

Amendment 265 
Paragraph 7 

7. Trusts that this Constitution will continue to ensure a stable framework for the future 
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development of the European Union which will allow for possible further enlargement 
and which is tailored for permanence;  

 Or. it 

 

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 266 
Paragraph 7 

7. Trusts that this Constitutional Treaty will provide a stable framework for the future 
development of the European Union which will allow for further enlargement and which 
is tailored to last for a long period while open for adjustments; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Andrew Nicholas Duff, Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 267 
Paragraph 7 

7. Believes that this Constitution will provide a stable framework for the future 
development of the European Union that will allow for further enlargement while 
providing mechanisms for its revision when necessary or politically convenient, 
particularly with respect to achieving greater simplification; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Gérard Onesta and Monica Frassoni 

Amendment 268 
Paragraph 7 

7. Trusts that this Constitution will provide a stable framework for the future development 
of the European Union which will allow for further enlargement and which is tailored to 
last for a long period while open for adjustments; in this context, announces its intention 
of using the new right of initiative conferred upon it by the Constitution to propose 
amendments to the latter, in order to remedy the shortcomings highlighted in this 
resolution; 

 Or. fr 
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Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 269 
Paragraph 7 

7. Trusts that this Constitution will provide a stable framework for the future development 
of the European Union which will allow for further enlargements and which is tailored to 
last for a long period while open for adjustments such as, broadening its scope of 
application and simplifying the formula for the calculation of the qualified majority, 
providing for a more effective simplified procedure for future revisions of the 
Constitution and the setting up of a separate legislative Council; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Marie-Line Reynaud, Béatrice Patrie, Françoise Castex, Anne Ferreira, Benoît 
Hamon, André Laignel, Marie-Noëlle Lienemann and Vincent Peillon 

Amendment 270 
Paragraph 8 

deleted 

 Or. fr 

 
 

Amendment by Wojciech Wierzejski 

Amendment 271 
Paragraph 8 

deleted 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 272 
Paragraph 8 

8. Hopes that all Member States of the European Union will be in a position to achieve 
ratification - if possible by calling a referendum - by mid-2006; 

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 273 
Paragraph 8 

8. Encourages all Member States of the European Union to use the ratification of the 
Constitution as an opportunity to launch broad and well-informed debates with their 
citizens on the fundamental questions of European integration and hopes that all 
Member States (deleted) will be in a position to achieve ratification by mid-2006; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Mercedes Bresso 

Amendment 274 
Paragraph 8 

8. Hopes that all Member States of the European Union will be in a position to achieve 
ratification by mid-2006; believes, in any case, that if in two years' time only twenty 
Member States have ratified, the Constitution should nonetheless enter into force for 
those twenty;  

 Or. it 

 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 275 
Paragraph 9 

9. Reiterates its request to the Community institutions and the governments, parliaments 
and regional and local authorities of the Member States that all possible efforts be 
deployed in order to inform European citizens clearly and objectively about the content 
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of the draft Constitution, on the basis at all times of the active cooperation of civil 
society organisations; 

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 276 
Paragraph 9 

9. Reiterates its request that all possible efforts be deployed in order to inform the European 
citizens clearly and objectively about the content of the draft Constitution, especially 
countering misleading suggestions such as that the Constitution would lead to the 
creation of a centralised European super-state, that it would weaken the EU's social 
dimension or that it ignores the historical and spiritual roots of Europe; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Gérard Onesta and Monica Frassoni 

Amendment 277 
Paragraph 9 

9. Reiterates its request that all possible efforts be deployed in order to inform European 
citizens clearly and objectively about the content of the draft Constitution; therefore 
invites the European institutions and the Member States, when the distributing the text 
of the constitutional Treaty to citizens (in unabridged or summary versions), to make a 
clear distinction between the elements already in force in the existing treaties and new 
provisions introduced by the Constitution, with a view to educating the public and 
informing the debate; 

 Or. fr 

 

Amendment by Jo Leinen 

Amendment 278 
Paragraph 9 a (new) 

9a. recalls that the new method of the Convention, initially proposed by the European 
Parliament and assembling a majority of elected Parliamentarians from the European 
and national parliaments as well as government representatives and the European 
Commission, has proven to be a successful open, transparent and pluralistic political 
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process and that it should be used again for future adjustments of the European 
Constitution; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Bronisław Geremek 

Amendment 279 
Paragraph 9 a (new) 

9a. Calls upon the peoples and citizens of Europe, directly or through their chosen 
representatives, to ensure ratification of the Constitutional Treaty; 

 Or. en 

 

Amendment by Carlos Carnero González and Raimón Obiols i Germà 

Amendment 280 
Paragraph 9 a (new) 

9a.. Stresses that the European Parliament will do all in its power to promote a full debate 
involving the institutions, the public and the media on the Constitution for Europe, on 
a basis of active commitment to the success of the ratification process;  

 Or. es 

 

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 281 
Paragraph 10 

10. Decides that Parliament's services, including its external offices, should provide ample 
information about the Constitution and Parliament's position on it. 

(part withdrawn and transferred to new paragraph 11) 

 Or. en 
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Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó 

Amendment 282 
Paragraph 10 a (new)(remaining part of paragraph 10) 

10a. Instructs the President to forward this resolution and the report of the Committee on 
Constitutional Affairs to the national parliaments of the Member States, the Council, the 
European Commission and the former Members of the Convention on the Future of 
Europe (deletion). 

 Or. en 
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