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Amendment by Anja Weisgerber

Amendment 62
Title of the Directive

Proposal for a 
DIRECTIVE OF THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL

on the protection of groundwater against 
pollution

Proposal for a 
DIRECTIVE OF THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL

on the protection of groundwater against 
pollution and deterioration

Or. de

Justification

The new Directive goes beyond the scope of Article 17 of Directive 2000/60/EC and also 
contains provisions concerning the transition from and the preservation of the achievements 
made under the groundwater Directive 80/68/EEC, which expires by 2013 at the latest, with 
the aim of preventing or restricting input of hazardous substances. In addition, the aim is also 
to prevent not only the pollution but, in particular, the deterioration of groundwater caused 
by further discharges.
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Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 63
Recital 1

(1) Groundwater is a valuable natural 
resource which should be protected from 
pollution in its own right.

(1) Groundwater is a valuable natural 
resource which should be protected from 
pollution in its own right.

This is particularly important for 
groundwater dependent ecosystems and for 
the use of groundwater in the water supply 
for human consumption.

Or. nl

Amendment by Dorette Corbey  

Amendment 64
Recital 1 a (new)

(1a) Groundwater must be protected in 
such a way that good quality drinking 
water can be achieved by simple 
purification, as specified  in the objectives 
set out in Article 7(2) and (3) of Directive 
2000/60/EC.

Or. en

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin 

Amendment 65
Recital 1 a (new)

(1a) The volume of groundwater in pristine 
condition is rapidly decreasing in Europe, 
jeopardising the supply of future 
generations with natural drinking water 
and risking the irreversible loss of a 
natural heritage and amenity.
Further research should be conducted in 
order to introduce into the Directive criteria 
for groundwater ecosystem quality and 
provisions for the protection of 
groundwater ecosystems from 
deterioration.
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Or. en

Justification

Groundwater natural resources should be protected also as ecosystems. The protection of 
groundwater should not be restricted to the good chemical status of the subterranean resources but 
also one should prevent the loss of functionality of this resource and the maintenance of the 
diversity of ecosystems, both within subsurface aquifer and the overlying layer of earth.

Amendment by Anja Weisgerber

Amendment 66
Recital 3

(3) In order to protect the environment as a 
whole, and human health in particular, 
concentrations of harmful pollutants in
groundwater should be avoided, prevented 
or reduced.

(3) In order to protect the environment as a 
whole, and human health in particular, 
detrimental concentrations of pollutants in 
groundwater must be avoided, prevented or 
reduced.

The main sources of groundwater pollution 
are waste, air pollution, agriculture and 
transport. These areas are now largely 
regulated by EC law. The protection of 
groundwater must be secured on the basis 
of uniform standards for all these areas.

Or. de

Justification

There must be standard provision for the protection of groundwater under other EC or EU 
water legislation, particularly in order to avoid duplication. In establishing these provisions, 
the EU must itself apply the precautionary principle, i.e. aim for the highest level of 
protection for groundwater. Otherwise, Member States will be unable to guarantee the high 
quality of groundwater and drinking water enjoyed hitherto. The EC's landfill directive and 
its implementing rules do not provide that level of protection.
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Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 67
Recital 3 a (new)

(3a) Groundwater bodies should be 
protected in order to safeguard the viability 
of European agriculture, which constitutes 
an essential tool in the fight against 
desertification. Underground aquifers need 
to be protected from future over-
exploitation which may cause them to 
become polluted, may drastically reduce 
their flow and may even result in their 
disappearance.

Or. es

Justification

Aquifers must be monitored exhaustively in order to enable the necessary action to be taken 
in good time in the event of any significant reduction in the volume of water or any increase 
in pollution. Irrigation must not be allowed to cease, since this would lead to a loss of 
ground-cover vegetation which plays an essential role in the fight against desertification. 
Action must therefore be taken to guard against the over-exploitation of aquifers.

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde

Amendment 68
Recital 4

(4) Council Directive 2000/60/EC of 
23 October 2000 establishing a framework 
for Community action in the field of water 
policy sets out extensive provisions for the 
protection and conservation of groundwater. 
As provided for in Article 17 of that 
Directive, measures to prevent and control 
groundwater pollution should be adopted,
including criteria for assessing good 
chemical status and criteria for identifying 
significant and sustained upward trends 
and for defining starting points for trend 
reversals.

(4) Council Directive 2000/60/EC of 
23 October 2000 establishing a framework 
for Community action in the field of water 
policy sets out extensive provisions for the 
protection and conservation of groundwater. 
As provided for in Article 17 of that 
Directive, measures to prevent and control 
groundwater pollution should be adopted.
Such measures are aimed at achieving the 
objective of good chemical status for 
groundwater in accordance with Article 
4(1)(b).
According to Article 4(1)(b), Member States 
must (i) implement the measures necessary 
to prevent or limit the deterioration of the 
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status of all bodies of groundwater and (ii) 
protect, enhance and restore all bodies of 
groundwater with the aim of achieving 
good groundwater status.

Or. da

Justification

The Commission’s reference to the provisions of the water framework directive is a distortion 
of the directive’s requirements concerning the adoption of specific measures for the 
prevention and control of groundwater pollution.  
Article 17 of the water framework directive reads: ‘The European Parliament and the 
Council shall adopt specific measures to prevent and control groundwater pollution. Such 
measures shall be aimed at achieving the objective of good groundwater chemical status in 
accordance with Article 4(1)(b)....’
The Commission’s draft directive gives the following misleading description of Article 17 of 
the water framework directive: ‘The European Parliament and the Council shall adopt 
specific measures to prevent and control groundwater pollution by defining common criteria 
on good chemical status and on quality trends’.
In the Commission proposal the definition of common criteria on good chemical status and on 
quality trends is therefore the same as specific measures to prevent and control groundwater 
pollution. This is not, of course, the case.

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 69
Recital 4

Council Directive 2000/60/EC of 23 October 
2000 establishing a framework for 
Community action in the field of water 
policy sets out extensive provisions for the 
protection and conservation of groundwater. 
As provided for in Article 17 of that 
Directive, measures to prevent and control 
groundwater pollution should be adopted, 
including criteria for assessing good 
chemical status and criteria for identifying 
significant and sustained upward trends and 
for defining starting points for trend 
reversals.

Council Directive 2000/60/EC of 23 October 
2000 establishing a framework for 
Community action in the field of water 
policy sets out extensive provisions for the 
protection and conservation of groundwater. 
As provided for in Article 17 of that 
Directive, measures to prevent and control 
groundwater pollution should be adopted, 
including criteria for assessing good 
chemical status and criteria for identifying 
significant and sustained upward trends and 
for defining starting points for trend 
reversals. Criteria also need to be 
established for assessing the effects which 
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any reduction in aquifers’ water reserves 
may have on the environment. Pursuant to 
Article 8 of Directive 2000/60/EC, the 
quantitative status bodies of water must be 
monitored.

Or. es

Justification

When the quality of groundwater bodies is being assessed the effect of any reduction in water 
volumes cannot be ignored, since such reduction leads to an increase in the concentration of 
natural pollutants such as sulphate. The proposal for a directive is rather vague as regards 
the quantitative monitoring of groundwater provided for in Article 8 of the Framework 
Directive on water.

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 70
Recital 5  

Replaces the rapporteur's Amendment 5 

(5) Quality standards, threshold values, and 
assessment methods should be developed in 
order to provide criteria for the assessment 
of the chemical status of bodies of 
groundwater.

(5)  Groundwater quality standards and 
assessment methods should be developed in 
order to assess and describe the chemical 
status of groundwater and bodies of 
groundwater in accordance with uniform 
standards. However, minimum standards of 
groundwater protection in the European 
Union should be such that they do not give 
rise to distortion of competition.
The measures required to achieve good 
groundwater quality will demand 
significant investments. Where appropriate, 
the relevant funding mechanisms being 
developed under the new financial 
perspective should provide assistance to 
those faced with these additional costs.

Or. de

Justification

Unchanged
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Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 71
Recital 5

(5) Quality standards, threshold values, and 
assessment methods should be developed in 
order to provide criteria for the assessment 
of the chemical status of bodies of 
groundwater.

(5) Groundwater quality standards and 
assessment methods should be developed in 
a transparent manner in order to assess and 
describe the chemical status of bodies of 
groundwater. In doing so, appropriate 
minimum standards should be established 
to ensure that no distortion of competition 
arises in the European Union.

Or. de

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde

Amendment 72
Recital 5

(5) Quality standards, threshold values, and 
assessment methods should be developed in 
order to provide criteria for the assessment 
of the chemical status of bodies of 
groundwater.

(5) Quality standards and assessment 
methods should be developed in order to 
provide criteria for the assessment of the 
chemical status of bodies of groundwater.

Or. da

Justification

It is absolutely absurd to talk about limit values for groundwater pollution. Groundwater is 
polluted as soon as active substances can be measured in groundwater. Since measuring 
techniques are constantly being developed and improved, no fixed limit value should be set 
for pollution, but measurements should be based on the minimum measurable level.

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 73
Recital 5 a (new) 
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Replacing the rapporteur’s recital 6 

(5a) The protection of groundwater may in 
some areas require a change in 
farming/forestry practices,  which could 
entail a loss of income. This issue should
be addressed in the development of the 
rural development plans under the 
reformed CAP.

Or. en

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde

Amendment 74
Recital 6

(6) Criteria need to be established for 
identifying any significant and sustained 
upward trends in pollutant concentrations 
and for defining the starting point for trend 
reversal, taking into account the likelihood 
of adverse effects on associated aquatic 
ecosystems or dependent terrestrial 
ecosystems.

Deleted

Or. da

Justification

As soon as unnecessary pollution of groundwater is observed, action must be taken to control 
the sources of pollution. It is unacceptable for action to control the sources of pollution to 
have to wait for pollution to continue to rise.

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 75
Recital 7a (new)

Replaces the rapporteur's Amendment 8

There must be clarification as to the 
discharge of which substances must be 
prevented and restricted, with particular 
regard to scientific knowledge concerning 
problematic substances such as endocrine 
active substances (1)..
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(1) On this point, see Parliament's 
resolutions of 20 October 1998 on 
endocrine-disrupting chemicals (OJ C 341 
of 9.11.1998, p. 37) and 26 October 2000 on 
the Commission communication  on a 
Community strategy for endocrine 
disrupters - a range of substances suspected 
of interfering with the hormone systems of 
humans and wildlife (OJ C 197 of 
12.7.2001, p. 409).

Or. de

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 76
Recital 7 a (new)

(7a) In line with Article 11(3)(f) of 
Directive 2000/60/EC, groundwater storage 
and recovery should be considered as an 
allowable practice under permit and 
acknowledged as a valuable method for 
water resources management.

Or. en

Justification

In the criteria for good chemical status a reference is made to 50 mg/l for nitrates and 0.1 
microgram/l for pesticides. Additionally, via a reference to the WFD, it is stated that groundwater 
quality may not interfere with the ecological quality of the surface water. This amendment creates a 
link with the use of groundwater as source of the drinking water supply in the criteria for assessing 
good groundwater chemical status.

Amendment by Caroline Jackson

Amendment 77
Recital 7 a (new)

(7a) In line with Article 11(3)(f) of 
Directive 2000/60/EC, groundwater storage 
and recovery should be considered as an 
allowable practice under permit, and 
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acknowledged as a valuable method for 
water resources management.

Or. en

Justification

Artificial recharge is already a widely used practice across Europe. This recital aims at ensuring 
that artificial recharge of aquifers is confirmed in its use for sustainable water resources 
management. It also complements Article 6 of the present directive.

Amendment by Dorette Corbey  

Amendment 78
Recital 7 a (new)

(7a) Where possible Member States should 
use existing statistical procedures provided 
they comply with international standards 
and contribute to comparability of 
monitoring results between Member States 
over long periods;

Or. nl

Justification

Attention and effort should be concentrated on achieving the objectives. Unnecessary 
bureaucracy, such as the duplication of statistical procedures, should be avoided.

Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 79
Article 1

This Directive establishes specific measures
as set out in Article 17(1) and (2) of 
Directive 2000/60/EC in order to prevent 
and control groundwater pollution. These 
measures include in particular:

This Directive establishes specific measures 
as set out in Article 17(1) and (2) of 
Directive 2000/60/EC in order to prevent 
and control groundwater pollution. These 
measures include in particular: 

(a)  criteria for the assessment of good 
groundwater chemical status; and

(a)  criteria for the assessment of good 
groundwater chemical status; 

(b)  criteria for the identification and reversal 
of significant and sustained upward trends 
and for the definition of starting points for 
trend reversals.

(b)  criteria for the identification and reversal 
of significant and sustained upward trends 
and for the definition of starting points for 
trend reversals; and



AM\550205EN.doc 11/102 PE 350.247v01

EN

This Directive also establishes a 
requirement to prevent or limit indirect 
discharges of pollutants into groundwater.

(c)  a requirement to prevent or limit indirect 
discharges of pollutants into groundwater.

Or. nl

Justification

Establishing requirements for indirect discharges is one of the main objectives of this 
directive and should be put on the same footing as the objectives set out in subparagraphs (a) 
and (b).

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 80
Article 1, paragraph 2

This Directive also establishes a 
requirement to prevent or limit indirect 
discharges of pollutants into groundwater.

This Directive specifies the requirement of 
Article 4(1) (b) (i) of Directive 2000/60/EC 
to prevent or limit the input of pollutants 
into groundwater and the deterioration of 
the status of all bodies of groundwater.

Or. en

Justification

Indirect discharges is a new concept and should be introduced. The Water Framework Directive 
uses only the general term input and the specific term direct discharge.

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde

Amendment 81
Article 1(a)

(a) criteria for the assessment of good
groundwater chemical status; and

(a) criteria for the assessment of 
groundwater free from unnecessary 
pollution; and

Or. da

Justification

It is crucial that groundwater should be assessed to be clean, i.e. without pollution from 
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substances attributable to human agency. This applies, for example, to pesticides, nitrogen or 
other substances alien to the environment that are recorded in groundwater and that derive 
from agricultural or industrial activity.

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde

Amendment 82
Article 1(b)

(b) criteria for the identification and reversal 
of significant and sustained upward trends 
and for the definition of starting points for 
trend reversals.

(b) criteria for the identification of measures 
to control the sources of pollution after 
unnecessary groundwater pollution has 
been established.

Or. da

Justification

As soon as unnecessary pollution of groundwater is observed, action must be taken to control 
the sources of pollution. It is unacceptable for action to control the sources of pollution to 
have to wait for pollution to continue to rise.

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin 

Amendment 83
Article 1, paragraph 2

This Directive also establishes a 
requirement to prevent or limit indirect 
discharges of pollutants into groundwater.

This Directive specifies the requirement 
laid down in Article 4(1)(b)(i) of Directive 
2000/60/EC to prevent or limit the input of 
pollutants into groundwater and to prevent 
the deterioration of the status of all bodies 
of groundwater.

Or. en

Justification

The Directive should not introduce a new concept of 'indirect discharges'. The Water Framework 
Directive (WFD) only distinguishes between the general case of 'input' and the specific case of 
'direct discharge' of pollutants into groundwater. 

The Directive should clarify the WFD obligations on substances 'to prevent' and substances 'to 
limit' and provide EU measures for achieving the prevent obligations in cases of European relevant 
pollutants. It should also clarify the WFD obligation of preventing the deterioration of chemical 
groundwater status. While some read this obligation as keeping the status quo, others read it as 
preventing deterioration from good to poor chemical status.
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Amendment by Dorette Corbey  

Amendment 84
Article 1, paragraph 2

This Directive also establishes a 
requirement to prevent or limit indirect 
discharges of pollutants into groundwater.

(ba) setting up a programme of measures to 
be taken by Member States in order to 
prevent or limit indirect discharges of 
pollutants into groundwater.

Or. en



PE 350.247v01 14/102 AM\550205EN.doc

EN

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Caroline Jackson

Amendment 85
Article 1, paragraph 2 a (new)

This Directive, which is a further 
development of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
presupposes that the Member States and 
authorities responsible for the sustainable 
management of water resources will take 
all necessary measures to characterise and 
review the state of underground water 
bodies. These measures, set out in Annexes 
IV and V of Directive 2000/60/EC, include 
identifying the location and boundaries of 
the groundwater bodies, their geological 
and hydrological characteristics, capacity 
for recharge and recuperation, catchment 
areas, abstraction points and risks of 
overexploitation and pollution.

Or. es

Justification

Since this proposal is a further development of Directive 2000/60/EC, it should be made clear 
that some of the instruments of the Framework Directive are necessary for adequate 
protection of groundwater.

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin 

Amendment 86
Article 2, paragraph 1

1. ‘threshold value’ means a concentration 
limit for a pollutant in groundwater, 
exceedance of which would cause a body of 
groundwater or groundwater bodies to be 
characterised as having poor chemical 
status.

deleted

Or. en
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Justification

There is no need to introduce a new definition of 'threshold value', which is equivalent to ‘quality 
standard’. 

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 87
Article 2 Point 1

1.‘threshold value’ means a concentration 
limit for a pollutant in groundwater, 
exceedance of which would cause a body of 
groundwater or groundwater bodies to be 
characterised as having poor chemical 
status. 

1. 'Groundwater quality standards' means 
environmental quality standards expressed 
as concentration values for a particular 
pollutant, a group of pollutants or an 
indicator for groundwater deterioration 
which, in order to protect human health 
and the environment, should not be 
exceeded and which constitutes the dividing 
line between good and poor chemical 
status.

Or. de

Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 88
Article  2, paragraph 1

1. ‘threshold value’ means a concentration 
limit for a pollutant in groundwater, 
exceedance of which would cause a body of 
groundwater or groundwater bodies to be 
characterised as having poor chemical status. 

1. ‘threshold value’ means a concentration 
limit for a pollutant in groundwater, based 
on the naturally occurring concentration,
exceedance of which would cause a body of 
groundwater or groundwater bodies to be 
characterised as having poor chemical status. 

Or. nl

Justification

The definition fails to include a reference to the concentrations of naturally occurring 
substances. If a certain substance occurs naturally in a body of water, that body of water 
should not be labelled as 'having poor chemical status'.
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Amendment by Holger Krahmer

Amendment 89
Article 2  Point 1

1. ‘threshold value’ means a concentration 
limit for a pollutant in groundwater, 
exceedance of which would cause a body of 
groundwater or groundwater bodies to be 
characterised as having poor chemical status. 

1. ‘threshold value’ means a concentration 
limit for a pollutant in groundwater, 
exceedance of which would cause a body of 
groundwater or groundwater bodies to be 
characterised as having poor chemical status,
if the geogenically determined background 
values were also exceeded at the same time.

Or. de

Justification

Exceeding a threshold value cannot result in  poor status of the body of groundwater if the 
background concentration of a naturally occurring pollutant is not exceeded.

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde

Amendment 90
Article 2(2)

2. ‘significant and sustained upward trend’ 
means any statistically significant increase 
of concentration of a pollutant as compared 
to concentrations measured at the start of 
the monitoring programme referred to in 
Article 8 of Directive 2000/60/EC, taking 
into consideration quality standards and 
threshold values. 

2. ‘unnecessary pollution’ means the 
recording of substances not naturally 
occurring in groundwater that have been 
absorbed through the upper soil strata as a 
result of human agency.. 

Or. da

Justification

Same justification as for Article 1(b).

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin 

Amendment 91
Article 2, paragraph 2

2. ‘significant and sustained upward trend’ 
means any statistically significant increase 

2.  ‘significant and sustained upward trend’ 
means an upward trend in the concentration 
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of concentration of a pollutant as compared 
to concentrations measured at the start of 
the monitoring programme referred to in 
Article 8 of Directive 2000/60/EC, taking 
into consideration quality standards and 
threshold values.

of a pollutant that poses a threat to the 
achievement of the objectives set out in 
Articles 4(1) and 7 of Directive 
2000/60/EC.

Or. en

Justification

It is essential that pristine and near pristine groundwater are identified and given extra protection. 
Establishing a high chemical status for pristine groundwater would provide this protection by 
making it possible to target measures for Europe’s remaining unpolluted groundwater bodies. In 
most cases high chemical status groundwater bodies will be found in areas already protected under 
existing EU legislation (Habitat, Birds, Drinking Water Directives). Therefore it will not provide 
any significant extra burden for Member States but rather guarantee consistency and integration 
between existing EU policies. 

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 92
Article 2, paragraph 2

2. ‘significant and sustained upward trend’ 
means any statistically significant increase 
of concentration of a pollutant as compared 
to concentrations measured at the start of 
the monitoring programme referred to in 
Article 8 of Directive 2000/60/EC, taking 
into consideration quality standards and 
threshold values

2. ‘significant and sustained upward trend’ 
means any statistically significant increase 
of concentration of a pollutant that poses a 
threat to the achievement of the objectives 
set out in Articles 4(1) and 7 of Directive 
2000/60/EC.

Or. en

Justification

The environmental outcome of a "significant trend" should be the text rather than measurements 
which may not pay proper regard to the key objectives.
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Amendment by Caroline Jackson, Avril Doyle, Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Françoise 
Grossetête 

Amendment 93
Article 2, paragraph 2

2. ‘significant and sustained upward trend’ 
means any statistically significant increase 
of concentration of a pollutant as compared 
to concentrations measured at the start of 
the monitoring programme referred to in 
Article 8 of Directive 2000/60/EC, taking 
into consideration quality standards and 
threshold values. 

2. ‘significant and sustained upward trend’ 
means any statistically and environmentally 
significant increase of concentration of a 
pollutant in groundwater. 

Or. en

Justification

An upward trend may be confidently detected as being present in groundwater but be of no 
environmental consequence. The Commission’s proposal to fix the date against which trends are 
assessed would exclude trend assessment of pollutants not monitored at the start of the monitoring 
programmes but identified later.  This would lead to incomplete environmental protection.

The proposed amendment requires Member States to focus their efforts on reversing trends which 
could have environmentally significant consequences. The amendment therefore ensures a 
proportionate approach that is environmentally- and cost- effective.

A starting point for trend reversal will need to be identified in the relevant Annex.

Amendment by Linda McAvan, María Sornosa Martínez 

Amendment 94
Article 2, paragraph 2 

2.‘significant and sustained upward trend’ 
means any statistically significant increase 
of concentration of a pollutant as compared 
to concentrations measured at the start of 
the monitoring programme referred to in 
Article 8 of Directive 2000/60/EC, taking 
into consideration quality standards and
threshold values.

2.‘significant and sustained upward trend’ 
means any statistically and environmentally
significant increase of concentration of a 
pollutant in groundwater.

Or. en
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Justification

An upward trend may be confidently detected as being present in groundwater but be of no 
environmental consequence. The Commission’s proposal to fix the date against which trends are 
assessed would exclude trend assessment of pollutants not monitored at the start of the monitoring 
programmes but identified later.  This would lead to incomplete environmental protection.

The proposed amendment requires Member States to focus their efforts on reversing trends which 
could have environmentally significant consequences. The amendment therefore ensures a 
proportionate approach that is environmentally- and cost- effective. A starting point for trend 
reversal will need to be identified in the relevant Annex.

Amendment by Anja Weisgerber

Amendment 95
Article 2 point 2

2. ‘significant and sustained upward trend’ 
means any statistically significant increase 
of concentration of a pollutant as compared 
to concentrations measured at the start of the 
monitoring programme referred to in Article 
8 of Directive 2000/60/EC, taking into 
consideration quality standards and 
threshold values.

2. ‘significant and sustained upward trend’ 
means any statistically significant increase 
of concentration of a pollutant as compared 
to concentrations measured at the start of the 
monitoring programme referred to in Article 
8 of Directive 2000/60/EC, taking into 
consideration groundwater quality 
standards.

Or. de

Justification

Editorial change to replace threshold values with the standard term 'groundwater quality 
standards', see Klaß report.

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin 

Amendment 96
Article 2, paragraph 3

3. ‘indirect discharges to groundwater’ 
means discharge of pollutants into 
groundwater after percolation through the 

3. 'high chemical status’ of a body of 
groundwater means the chemical 
composition of a body of groundwater 
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ground or subsoil. where there is no, or very minor, 
anthropogenic alteration to its chemical 
composition from that normally expected 
under undisturbed conditions.

Or. en

Justification

It is essential that pristine and near pristine groundwater are identified and given extra protection. 
Establishing a high chemical status for pristine groundwater would provide this protection by 
making it possible to target measures for Europe’s remaining unpolluted groundwater bodies. In 
most cases high chemical status groundwater bodies will be found in areas already protected under 
existing EU legislation (Habitat, Birds, Drinking Water Directives). Therefore it will not provide 
any significant extra burden for Member States but rather guarantee consistency and integration 
between existing EU policies. 

Amendment by Anja Weisgerber

Amendment 97
Article 2 Point 3

3. 'indirect discharges to groundwater' means 
discharge of pollutants into groundwater 
after percolation through the ground or 
subsoil.

3. 'indirect discharges to groundwater' means 
discharges, emissions and losses, insofar as 
they are not direct discharges into 
groundwater within the meaning of Article 
2(32) of Directive 2000/60/EC, but may 
result in groundwater pollution and 
deterioration.

Or. de

Justification

Editorial change, see also justification to Amendment 1 and justification in the Klaß report to 
the definition of deterioration.

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 98
Article 2 Point 3

3. 'indirect discharges to groundwater' means 
discharge of pollutants into groundwater
after percolation through the ground or 
subsoil.

3. 'input of pollutants to groundwater' 
means direct or indirect discharge of 
pollutants into groundwater caused by 
human activity.

Or. de
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Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 99
Article 2 Point 3a (new)

3a. 'Deterioration' means any slight, 
anthropogenically induced and persistent 
increase in concentrations of pollutants in 
relation to the status quo in the 
groundwater.

Or. de

Amendment by Holger Krahmer

Amendment 100
Article 2, Point 3a (new)

3a. 'Deterioration' means any substantial 
change in the body of groundwater from 
good to poor status.

Or. de

Justification

The water framework directive 2000/60/EC distinguishes between good and poor status of the 
body of groundwater. Deterioration is therefore a substantial change from good to poor 
status.

Amendment by Niels Busk

Amendment 101
Article 2, paragraph 3 a (new)

(3a) 'groundwater' means water in the 
permanent saturation zone in the subsoil. 
Water from drainage pipes and water above 
drainage pipes does not fall under the 
definition of groundwater, neither does 
surface water and water in the root zone.
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Or. en

Justification

This additional definition concerning water in and around drainage pipes will help to clarify the 
definition with respect to agricultural areas.

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 102
Article 2, paragraph 3 a (new)

(3a) 'background concentration' means the 
concentration of a substance in a 
groundwater body corresponding to no, or 
only very minor, anthropogenic alterations 
to undisturbed conditions.

Or. en

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 103
Article 2, paragraph 3 b (new)

(3b) 'the baseline concentration' of a 
substance in a groundwater body is the 
average concentration measured during the 
reference years 2007 and 2008 on the basis 
of the monitoring programmes established 
under Article 8 of the Water Framework 
Directive.

Or. en

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin 

Amendment 104
Article 2, paragraph 1a (new)

For the purpose of satisfying the obligation 
to prevent the deterioration of the chemical 
status of bodies of groundwater laid down 
in Article 4(1)(b)(i) of Directive 
2000/60/EC, Member States shall classify 
bodies of groundwater of high chemical 
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status on the basis of the information 
obtained from  implementation of Article 5 
of Directive 2000/60/EC.
The classification of bodies of groundwater 
shall be reviewed, and if necessary updated, 
in accordance with the provisions of Article 
5(2) of Directive 2000/60/EC. Bodies of 
groundwater of high chemical status shall 
be identified as part of the river basin 
management plans referred to in Article 13 
of and Annex VII to Directive 2000/60/EC. 
As regards the bodies of groundwater of 
high chemical status, the river basin 
management plans shall include a 
summary of the measures taken, and a note 
of any failure to achieve the objectives 
together with the reasons for that failure.

Or. en

Justification

To clarify the application of the no-deterioration obligation and protects Europe’s remaining 
unpolluted groundwater from new contamination and filling up.



PE 350.247v01 24/102 AM\550205EN.doc

EN

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Caroline Jackson

Amendment 105
Article 3, paragraph -1 (new)

Pursuant to Directive 2000/60/EC, and in 
particular Points 2.1, 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4 of 
Annex II, the Member States must ensure 
the sustainability of groundwater and 
prevent its overexploitation, deterioration 
or disappearance. Since groundwater 
provides reservoirs for drinking water and 
for water used in agriculture, and also 
constitutes the main regulator of water 
resources in dry areas, the Commission 
must ensure strict compliance with the 
legislation in force.

Or. es

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 106
Article 3 (a)

(a) with regard to any of the substances 
referred to in column 1 of Annex I to this 
Directive, the measured or predicted 
concentration does not exceed the quality 
standards laid down in column 2 thereof;

(a) with regard to any of the substances 
referred to in column 1 of Annex I to this 
Directive, the measured concentration does 
not exceed the quality standards laid down 
in column 2 thereof;

Where the natural geogenically determined 
levels of pollutants in a body of 
groundwater or a group of groundwater 
bodies is above the value of the 
groundwater quality standard laid down in 
Annex I or an additional national 
groundwater quality standard derived from 
Annex II, the natural contents plus the 
prescribed ground water quality standards 
shall define the point of transition from 
good to poor status.

Or. de
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Justification

The sentence introduces a necessary provision on natural pollutant levels in groundwater 
known as 'background values'. Since the very different natural levels in Europe cannot be 
taken into account when setting quality standards, provision must be made to cover a 
situation in which the natural levels exceed the quality standards. In the event of this 
occurring in a body of groundwater or group of groundwater bodies, the higher natural levels 
should constitute the quality target. To avoid a situation where, in areas with natural levels 
above the quality standards, there is a tendency to discharge or deposit substances containing 
pollutants, further accumulation of pollutants in the groundwater should be prevented.

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 107
Article 3 (a)

(a) with regard to any of the substances 
referred to in column 1 of Annex I to this 
Directive, the measured or predicted
concentration does not exceed the quality 
standards laid down in column 2 thereof;

(a) with regard to any of the substances 
referred to in column 1 of Annex I to this 
Directive, the measured or predicted 
concentration does not exceed the quality 
standards laid down in column 2 thereof;

Where the natural geogenically determined 
levels of pollutants in a body of 
groundwater or a group of groundwater 
bodies is above the value of the 
groundwater quality standard laid down in 
Annex I or an additional national 
groundwater quality standard derived from 
Annex II, the natural levels plus 20% of the 
original value shall constitute the 
groundwater quality standard..

Or. de

Justification

The sentence introduces a necessary provision on natural pollutant levels in groundwater 
known as 'background values'. Since the very different natural levels in Europe cannot be 
taken into account when setting quality standards, provision must be made to cover a 
situation in which the natural levels exceed the quality standards. In the event of this 
occurring in a body of groundwater or group of groundwater bodies, the higher natural levels 
plus 20% of the original value should constitute the quality target. This formula should take 
account of unavoidable inputs resulting form human activities but also avoid a situation 
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where, in areas with natural levels above the quality standards, there is a tendency to 
discharge or deposit substances containing pollutants.

Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 108
Article  3, point (a)

a) with regard to any of the substances 
referred to in column 1 of Annex I to this 
Directive, the measured or predicted 
concentration does not exceed the quality 
standards laid down in column 2 thereof;

a) with regard to any of the substances 
referred to in column 1 of Annex I to this 
Directive, the measured, estimated or 
predicted concentration does not exceed the 
quality standards laid down in column 2 
thereof;

Or. nl

Justification

The concentration is estimated by means of interpolation and/or extrapolation and then 
predicted.

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 109
Article 3 Paragraph 1a (new)

Compliance with the standards shall be 
based on a comparison with the arithmetic 
means of the monitoring values at each of 
the measurement points in the body or 
group of bodies of groundwater 
characterised as being at risk pursuant to 
the analysis to be carried out under Article 
5 of Directive 2000/60/EC. Measurements 
at individual measurement points which 
are not compliant with the standard shall 
determine the classification only where the 
measurement point is, according to expert 
verification pursuant to Annex I Part A, 
representative of the pollution of the body 
of groundwater or a part thereof. Member 
States shall publish, in their river basin 
management plans to be drawn up 
pursuant to Article 13 of Directive 
2000/60/EC, their assessment of the 
chemical status of all bodies of 
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groundwater, including details of how 
excessive values at an individual 
measurement point contribute to the overall 
classification of the particular body of 
groundwater or groups of groundwater 
bodies concerned. Member States shall 
adopt legally binding provisions for the 
classification of a body of groundwater as 
of good chemical status.

Or. de

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin 

Amendment 110
Article 3, paragraph b a (new)

(ba) new Member States meet the 
requirements of the Nitrates Directive 
(91/676/EEC)and the Pesticides 
Authorisation Directive (91/414/EEC) and 
ensure that drinking water supplies are 
protected in accordance with Article 7 and 
Article 4(1)(c) of Directive 2000/60/EC and 
quality is improved in order to minimise the 
water purification treatment required to 
meet the standards established by Directive 
80/778/EEC as amended by Directive 
98/83/EC.

Or. en

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 111
Article 3, paragraph 1 a (new)

Compliance with the standards will be 
evaluated per sampling point by comparing 
the average of the monitoring values at that 
sampling point with the standards for good 
status and the threshold values for other 
pollutants. Exceedance of the threshold 
values must result in action being taken 
under the programme of measures.
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Or. en

Justification

This point was mentioned in Annex I, footnote 22. This footnote is too important to place in a 
footnote to an appendix. Discuss the assessment of measured data to standards in a separate article 
or annex. The assessment method must also be applicable to other pollutants. The footnote does not 
explain clearly how to assess to the standards. It must be prevented that data smoothing causes 
bottlenecks to be overlooked. There for it is added as a paragraph to Article 3.

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 112
Article 3, paragraph 1 a (new)

In the case of sites suffering long-standing  
pollution, the assessment of groundwater 
pollution shall be carried out by the 
competent authority after evaluating the 
risks to health and the environment, but 
shall not be taken into account for the 
evaluation of groundwater status.  The 
criteria for the assessment and 
rehabilitation of the site must be included 
in the management plan provided for in 
Article 13 of Directive 2000/60/EC.
In order to restore the site, the programme 
of measures may include rehabilitation 
actions and actions designed to prevent any 
further spread of the pollution.  This 
provision shall be without prejudice to 
Article 4(4) and (5) of Directive 
2000/60/EC. 

Or. fr

Justification

The framework directive on water does not provide for a ‘recovery programme’ but 
‘programmes of measures’, which include actions to be taken to achieve the objectives listed 
in the management plan. 

Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 113
Article  3, point b a (new)

(ba) bodies of groundwater classified as 
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bodies of water for the purposes of Article 
7(1) of Directive 2000/60/EC1 also comply 
with the requirements of Article 7(2) of that 
directive.

1 OJ L 327, 22.12.2000, p. 1.

Or. nl

Justification

This additional clause is required because the reference in subparagraph (b) to Annex V of 
the Framework Water Directive is not sufficient in the case of drinking water.

Amendment by Caroline Jackson, Avril Doyle, Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Françoise 
Grossetête, Chris Davies 

Amendment 114
Article 3 a (new)

Article 3a
Assessment of groundwater chemical status
1. Member States shall classify a body of 
groundwater as being of good chemical 
status when groundwater quality standards 
and threshold values are not exceeded at 
any monitoring points established in 
accordance with Article 8 and Annex V of 
Directive 2000/60/EC for the purpose of 
groundwater chemical status assessment.
2. If a groundwater quality standard or a 
threshold value is exceeded at a monitoring 
point, Member States shall investigate 
whether the exceedance indicates that:
(i) one or more of the conditions for good 
groundwater chemical status set out in 
Table 2.3.2 of Annex V to Directive 
2000/60/EC are not being met; or
(ii) drinking water supplies are not being 
protected in accordance with Article 7 of 
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Directive 2000/60/EC.
3. A groundwater body shall be considered 
to be in poor chemical status only when the 
investigation referred to in paragraph 2 
concludes that one or more of the 
conditions in paragraph 2(i) or paragraph 
2(ii) apply.

Or. en

Justification

The technical challenges of understanding what is going on in the groundwater contained in 
underground strata are immense. For example, the quality of groundwater found by drilling down 
at one point and to one depth in a body of groundwater may be entirely different from the quality 
only a few metres away.  

This amendment ensures that Member States take the necessary action to assess whether the 
conditions required for good groundwater chemical status are being met.  It is based on an 
investigative approach to make a sensible and site-specific assessment of the true condition of a 
body of groundwater and adds a condition to protect drinking water sources in accordance with the 
WFD.

Amendment by Linda McAvan 

Amendment 115
Article 3 a (new) 

Article 3a
Assessment of groundwater chemical status
1. Member States shall classify a body of 
groundwater as being of good chemical 
status when groundwater quality standards 
and threshold values are not exceeded at 
any monitoring points established in 
accordance with Article 8 and Annex V of 
Directive 2000/60/EC for the purpose of 
groundwater chemical status assessment.
2. If a groundwater quality standard or a 
threshold value is exceeded at a monitoring 
point, Member States shall investigate 
whether the exceedance indicates that:
(i) one or more of the conditions for good 
groundwater chemical status set out in 
Table 2.3.2 of Annex V to Directive 
2000/60/EC are not being met; or
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(ii) drinking water supplies are not being 
protected in accordance with Article 7 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC.
3. A groundwater body shall be considered 
to be in poor chemical status only when the 
investigation referred to in paragraph 2 
concludes that one or more of the 
conditions in paragraph 2(i) or paragraph 
2(ii) apply.

Or. en

Justification

The technical challenges of understanding what is going on in the groundwater contained in 
underground strata are immense. For example, the quality of groundwater found by drilling down 
at one point and to one depth in a body of groundwater may be entirely different from the quality 
only a few metres away.  

This amendment ensures that Member States take the necessary action to assess whether the 
conditions required for good groundwater chemical status are being met.  It is based on an 
investigative approach to make a sensible and site specific assessment of the true condition of a 
body of groundwater and adds a condition to protect drinking water sources in accordance with the 
WFD. 

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 116
Article 3 a (new)

Article 3a
Assessment of groundwater chemical status
1. Member States shall classify a body of 
groundwater as being of good chemical 
status when groundwater quality standards 
and threshold values are not exceeded at 
any monitoring points established in 
accordance with Article 8 and Annex V of 
Directive 2000/60/EC for the purpose of 
groundwater chemical status assessment.

2. If a groundwater quality standard or 
a threshold value is exceeded at a 
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monitoring point, Member States shall 
investigate whether the exceedance 
indicates that:

(i) one or more of the conditions for 
good groundwater chemical status set 
out in Table 2.3.2 of Annex V to 
Directive 2000/60/EC are not being met; 
or

(ii) drinking water supplies are not 
being protected in accordance with 
Article 7 of Directive 2000/60/EC.

3. A groundwater body shall be 
considered to be of poor chemical status 
only when the investigation referred to 
in paragraph 2 concludes that one or 
more of the conditions in paragraph 2(i) 
or paragraph 2(ii) apply.

Or. en

Justification

The technical challenges of understanding what is going on in the groundwater contained in 
underground strata are immense. For example, the quality of groundwater found by drilling down 
at one point and to one depth in a body of groundwater may be entirely different from the quality 
only a few metres away.  

This amendment ensures that Member States take the necessary action to assess whether the 
conditions required for good groundwater chemical status are being met.  It is based on an 
investigative approach to make a sensible and site specific assessment of the true condition of a 
body of groundwater and adds a condition to protect drinking water sources in accordance with the 
WFD.

Amendment by Dorette Corbey  

Amendment 117
Article 3 a (new)

Article 3a
Assessment of groundwater chemical status
1. Member States shall classify a body of 
groundwater as being of good chemical 
status when groundwater quality standards 
and threshold values are not exceeded at 
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any monitoring points established in 
accordance with Article 8 and Annex V of 
Directive 2000/60/EC for the purpose of 
groundwater chemical status assessment.
2. If a groundwater quality standard or a 
threshold value is exceeded at a monitoring 
point, Member States shall investigate 
whether the exceedance indicates that:
(i) one or more of the conditions for good 
groundwater chemical status set out in 
Table 2.3.2 of Annex V to Directive 
2000/60/EC are not being met; or
(ii) drinking water supplies are not being 
protected in accordance with Article 7 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC.
3. A groundwater body shall be considered 
to be of poor chemical status when the 
investigation referred to in paragraph 2 
concludes that one or more of the 
conditions in paragraph 2(i) or paragraph 
2(ii) apply.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment ensures that Member States take the necessary action to assess whether the 
conditions required for good groundwater chemical status are being met. It is based on an 
investigative approach to make a sensible and site specific assessment of the true condition of a 
body of groundwater and adds a condition to protect drinking water sources in accordance with the 
WFD. 

Amendment by Caroline Jackson, Avril Doyle, Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Françoise 
Grossetête 

Amendment 118
Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1

1. On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under sections 2.1 
and 2.2 of Annex II thereto, in accordance 
with the procedure described in Annex II to 
this Directive, and taking account of the 

1. On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under Annex II 
thereto and in accordance with a common 
EU framework for establishing threshold 
values, Member States shall establish 
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economic and social costs, Member States 
shall, by 22 December 2005, establish 
threshold values for each of the pollutants, 
which within their territory have been 
identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or group of bodies 
of groundwater as being at risk. Member 
States shall as a minimum establish 
threshold values for the pollutants referred 
to in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III to this 
Directive. These threshold values shall inter 
alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC.

threshold values for each of the pollutants, 
which within their territory have been 
identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or groups of 
bodies of groundwater as being at risk of 
failing to achieve good groundwater 
chemical status. Member States shall as a 
minimum establish threshold values for any
pollutants referred to in parts A.1 and A.2 of 
Annex III to this Directive which are so 
identified. These threshold values shall inter 
alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment will strengthen and simplify the Commission’s proposal by clearly requiring 
Member States to follow a set of common EU criteria for establishing threshold values.  The 
mechanism for this is in Annex II to the Directive.  Unlike common EU standards, this will provide 
a flexible but obligatory EU framework for the protection of groundwater, in which Member States 
will be able to target the important threats to groundwater bodies according to their specific 
national and regional location and conditions.  

The ‘common EU framework for establishing threshold values’ will have to be set out in an Annex 
to the Directive.

Amendment by Linda McAvan, María Sornosa Martínez

Amendment 119
Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1 

1. On the basis of the characterisation
process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under sections 2.1 
and 2.2 of Annex II thereto, in accordance 
with the procedure described in Annex II to 
this Directive, and taking account of the 
economic and social costs, Member States 
shall, by 22 December 2005, establish 
threshold values for each of the pollutants, 
which within their territory have been 
identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or group of bodies 
of groundwater as being at risk. Member 
States shall as a minimum establish 

1. On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under Annex II 
thereto and in accordance with a common 
EU framework for establishing threshold 
values Member States shall establish 
threshold values for each of the pollutants, 
which within their territory have been 
identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or groups of 
bodies of groundwater as being at risk of 
failing to achieve good groundwater 
chemical status. Member States shall as a 
minimum establish threshold values for any
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threshold values for the pollutants referred 
to in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III to this 
Directive. These threshold values shall inter 
alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC.

pollutants referred to in parts A.1 and A.2 of 
Annex III to this Directive which are so 
identified. These threshold values shall inter 
alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment will strengthen and simplify the Commission’s proposal by clearly requiring 
Member States to follow a set of common EU criteria for establishing threshold values.  The 
mechanism for this is in Annex II to the Directive.  Unlike common EU standards, this will provide 
a flexible but obligatory EU framework for the protection of groundwater, in which Member States 
will be able to target the important threats to groundwater bodies according to their specific 
national and regional location and conditions.  

The ‘common EU framework for establishing threshold values’ will have to be set out in an Annex
to the Directive.

Amendment by Dorette Corbey  

Amendment 120
Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1

1. On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of
Directive 2000/60/EC and under sections 2.1 
and 2.2 of Annex II thereto, in accordance 
with the procedure described in Annex II to 
this Directive, and taking account of the 
economic and social costs, Member States 
shall, by 22 December 2005, establish 
threshold values for each of the pollutants, 
which within their territory have been 
identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or group of bodies 
of groundwater as being at risk. Member 
States shall as a minimum establish 
threshold values for the pollutants referred 
to in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III to this 
Directive. These threshold values shall inter 

1. On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under Annex II 
thereto and in accordance with a common 
EU framework for establishing threshold 
values, based on natural background 
concentrations of substances, Member 
States shall, by 22 December 2005, establish 
threshold values for each of the pollutants, 
which within their territory have been 
identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or groups of 
bodies of groundwater as being at risk of 
failing to achieve good groundwater 
chemical status. Member States shall as a 
minimum establish threshold values for any 
pollutants referred to in parts A.1 and A.2 of 
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alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC. 

Annex III to this Directive which are 
identified as such. These threshold values
shall inter alia be used for the purposes of 
carrying out the review of groundwater 
status as provided for in Article 5.2 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC. 

Or. en

Justification

This amendment will strengthen and simplify the Commission's proposal by clearly requiring 
Member States to follow a set of common EU criteria for establishing threshold values. The 
mechanism for this is in Annex II to the Directive. Unlike common EU standards, this will provide a 
flexible but obligatory EU framework for the protection of groundwater, in which Member States 
will be able to target the important threats to groundwater bodies according to their specific 
national and regional situations/conditions. 

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 121
Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1

1. On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of
Directive 2000/60/EC and under sections 2.1 
and 2.2 of Annex II thereto, in
accordance with the procedure described in 
Annex II to this Directive, and taking
account of the economic and social costs, 
Member States shall, by 22 December
2005, establish threshold values for each of 
the pollutants, which within their territory 
have been identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or group of bodies 
of groundwater as being at risk. Member 
States shall as a minimum establish 
threshold values for the pollutants referred to 
in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III to this 
Directive. These threshold values shall inter 
alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC. 

1. On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of
Directive 2000/60/EC and under sections 2.1 
and 2.2 of Annex II thereto, in
accordance with the procedure described in 
Annex II to this Directive, based on natural 
background concentrations of substances, 
Member States shall, by 22 December 2005, 
establish threshold values for each of the 
pollutants, which within their territory have 
been identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or group of bodies 
of groundwater as being at risk. Member 
States shall as a minimum establish 
threshold values for the pollutants referred to 
in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III to this 
Directive. These threshold values shall inter 
alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC. 

Or. en



AM\550205EN.doc 37/102 PE 350.247v01

EN

Justification

Article 4 paragraph 1 states that economic and social costs can be taken into account to establish 
threshold values. However, natural background concentrations form the basis for the threshold 
values. Economic and social costs can be considered with regard to whether or not to take 
measures, but not to establish threshold values. These considerations will be added to Annex III 
(Part B) 2.3. 

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 122
Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1

1.  On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under sections 2.1 
and 2.2 of Annex II thereto, in accordance
with the procedure described in Annex II to 
this Directive, and taking account of the 
economic and social costs, Member States 
shall, by 22 December 2005, establish 
threshold values for each of the pollutants, 
which within their territory have been 
identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or group of bodies 
of groundwater as being at risk.

1.  On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under Annex II 
thereto and in accordance with a common 
EU framework for establishing threshold 
values, Member States shall, within six 
months after the entry into force of this 
Directive, establish threshold values for each 
of the pollutants, which within their territory 
have been identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or groups of 
bodies of groundwater as being at risk of 
failing to achieve good groundwater 
chemical status.

Member States shall as a minimum establish 
threshold values for the pollutants referred to 
in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III to this 
Directive. These threshold values shall inter 
alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC.

Member States shall as a minimum establish 
threshold values for each of the pollutants 
referred to in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III 
to this Directive. These threshold values 
shall inter alia be used for the purposes of 
carrying out the review of groundwater 
status as provided for in Article 5.2 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment will strengthen and simplify the Commission’s proposal by clearly requiring 
Member States to follow a set of common EU criteria for establishing threshold values.  The 
mechanism for this is in Annex II to the Directive.  Unlike common EU standards, this will provide 
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a flexible but obligatory EU framework for the protection of groundwater, in which Member States 
will be able to target the important threats to groundwater bodies according to their specific 
national and regional location and conditions.  

The ‘common EU framework for establishing threshold values’ will have to be set out in an Annex 
to the Directive.

Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 123
Article  4, paragraph 1

1. On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under sections 2.1 
and 2.2 of Annex II thereto, in accordance 
with the procedure described in Annex II to 
this Directive, and taking account of the 
economic and social costs, Member States 
shall, by 22 December 2005, establish 
threshold values for each of the pollutants, 
which within their territory have been 
identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or group of bodies 
of groundwater as being at risk. Member 
States shall as a minimum establish 
threshold values for the pollutants referred to 
in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III to this 
Directive. These threshold values shall inter 
alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC.

1. On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under sections 2.1 
and 2.2 of Annex II thereto, in accordance 
with the procedure described in Annex II to 
this Directive, and taking account of the 
economic and social costs, Member States 
shall, by 22 December 2005, establish 
threshold values for each of the pollutants, 
which within their territory have been 
identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or group of bodies 
of groundwater as being at risk. Member 
States shall as a minimum establish 
threshold values for the pollutants referred to 
in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III to this 
Directive. These threshold values shall inter 
alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC.

Or. nl

Justification

Economic and social costs should not play any role in establishing threshold values. These 
costs are, however, relevant when devising measures to be taken under the Framework Water 
Directive.

Amendment by Dan Jørgensen

Amendment 124
Article 4(1)

1. On the basis of the characterisation 1. On the basis of the characterisation 
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process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under sections 2.1 
and 2.2 of Annex II thereto, in accordance 
with the procedure described in Annex II to 
this Directive, and taking account of the 
economic and social costs, Member States 
shall, by 22 December 2005, establish 
threshold values for each of the pollutants, 
which within their territory have been 
identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or group of bodies 
of groundwater as being at risk. Member 
States shall as a minimum establish 
threshold values for the pollutants referred to 
in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III to this 
Directive. These threshold values shall inter 
alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC.

process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under sections 2.1 
and 2.2 of Annex II thereto, in accordance 
with the procedure described in Annex II to 
this Directive, Member States shall, by 
22 December 2005, establish threshold 
values for each of the pollutants, which 
within their territory have been identified as 
contributing to the characterisation of bodies 
or group of bodies of groundwater as being 
at risk. Member States shall as a minimum 
establish threshold values for the pollutants 
referred to in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III 
to this Directive. These threshold values 
shall inter alia be used for the purposes of 
carrying out the review of groundwater 
status as provided for in Article 5.2 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC.

Or. da

Justification

The possibility of including economic considerations when Member States are establishing 
threshold values that are an objective for groundwater quality may undermine the water 
framework directive. Threshold values must be set on the basis of quality considerations and 
not on the basis of the current or short-term willingness to undertake economic investment.

Amendment by María Sornosa Martínez

Amendment 125
Article 4, paragraph 1

1. On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under sections 2.1 
and 2.2 of Annex II thereto, in accordance 
with the procedure described in Annex II to 
this Directive, and taking account of the 
economic and social costs, Member States 
shall, by 22 December 2005, establish 
threshold values for each of the pollutants, 
which within their territory have been 

1. On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under sections 2.1 
and 2.2 of Annex II thereto, in accordance 
with the procedure described in Annex II to 
this Directive, and taking account of the 
economic and social costs, Member States 
shall, by 22 December 2006, establish 
threshold values for each of the pollutants, 
which within their territory have been 
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identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or group of bodies 
of groundwater as being at risk. Member 
States shall as a minimum establish 
threshold values for the pollutants referred to 
in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III to this 
Directive. These threshold values shall inter 
alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC.

identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or group of bodies 
of groundwater as being at risk. Member 
States shall as a minimum establish 
threshold values for the pollutants referred to 
in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III to this 
Directive. These threshold values shall inter 
alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC.

Or. es

Justification

Article 4(1) sets 22 December 2005 as the deadline for establishing threshold values and 22 
June 2006 as the date by which this information should be provided to the Commission 
(Article 4(2).

These dates are too early, bearing in mind that, in order to establish the thresholds, it is 
necessary to determine the natural concentrations (base concentrations) and take account of 
the social and economic costs of these calculations. It does not make sense to adopt these 
deadlines when the framework directive on water (Article 8(2) allows until December 2006 
for the establishment of the networks for monitoring the chemical quality of water. 

Amendment by Holger Krahmer

Amendment 126
Article 4 Paragraph 1 

1. On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under sections 2.1 
and 2.2 of Annex II thereto, in accordance 
with the procedure described in Annex II to 
this Directive, and taking account of the 
economic and social costs, Member States 
shall, by 22 December 2005, establish 
threshold values for each of the pollutants, 
which within their territory have been 
identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or group of bodies 
of groundwater as being at risk. Member 
States shall as a minimum establish 
threshold values for the pollutants referred to 

1. On the basis of the characterisation 
process to be carried out under Article 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC and under sections 2.1 
and 2.2 of Annex II thereto, in accordance 
with the procedure described in Annex II to 
this Directive, and taking account of the 
economic and social costs, Member States 
shall, by 22 December 2005, establish 
threshold values for each of the pollutants, 
which within their territory have been 
identified as contributing to the 
characterisation of bodies or group of bodies 
of groundwater as being at risk. Member 
States shall as a minimum establish 
threshold values for the pollutants referred to 
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in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III to this 
Directive. These threshold values shall inter 
alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC.

in parts A.1 and A.2 of Annex III to this 
Directive. These threshold values shall inter 
alia be used for the purposes of carrying out 
the review of groundwater status as provided 
for in Article 5.2 of Directive 2000/60/EC.
Where the natural geogenically determined 
levels of pollutants in a body of 
groundwater or a group of groundwater 
bodies are above the values laid down in a 
national groundwater quality standard 
derived from Annex II, the natural levels 
shall constitute the groundwater quality 
standard.

Or. de

Justification

The sentence introduces a necessary provision on natural pollutant levels in groundwater 
known as 'background values'.  Should the geogenically determined background values in a 
body of groundwater exceed the quality standards, the higher background values should 
constitute the quality target.

Amendment by Dorette Corbey  

Amendment 127
Article 4, paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. In the case of bodies of groundwater 
that fall within an international river basin 
district, the Member States concerned shall 
cooperate, on the basis of the specific 
national and regional conditions, in 
devising quality standards, threshold values 
and assessment methods to establish 
criteria for assessing the chemical status of 
bodies of groundwater.
If the Member States cannot manage to do 
so, they may refer the matter to the 
Commission pursuant to Article 12 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC; the Commission 
shall respond within 6 months.
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Or. nl

Justification

The failure of Member States to agree should not result in no action being taken.
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Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 128
Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1 (a) (new)

The Member States may stipulate that the 
establishment of threshold values take into 
account the levels of substances naturally 
present in water.

Or. fr

Justification

When establishing threshold values, account must be taken of substances naturally present in 
water so as not to exclude any new human activity. 

Amendment by Marie-Noëlle Lienemann

Amendment 129
Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1 (a) (new)

The Member States may stipulate that the 
establishment of threshold values take into 
account the levels of substances naturally 
present in waters.

Or. fr

Justification

When establishing threshold values, natural levels in water must be taken into account so as 
not to exclude any new human activity. Thresholds (or quality standards) cannot be set 
arbitrarily at the level naturally present in water, as proposed by the rapporteur in his 
amendment 15. 
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Amendment by María Sornosa Martínez

Amendment 130
Article 4, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1 a (new)

If the Member States choose to establish 
threshold values, the regional water 
resources management authorities shall 
have the power to impose stricter values 
when this is necessary to achieve the 
environmental objectives of Directive 
2000/60/EC in the respective river basin 
districts.

Or. es

Justification

If the Member States choose to establish threshold values, regional water management bodies 
must be able to make them stricter to take account of vulnerable areas in the river basin 
districts under their authority, when this is necessary to achieve the environmental objectives 
that have been set. This measure is consistent with the framework directive on water and it 
could be beneficial to include it in the groundwater directive.

Amendment by Caroline Jackson, Avril Doyle, Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Françoise 
Grossetête 

Amendment 131
Article 4, paragraph 2

2. At the latest by 22 June 2006, Member 
States shall provide the Commission with a 
list of all pollutants for which they have 
established threshold values. For each 
pollutant on the list, Member States shall 
provide the information set out in part B of 
Annex III to this Directive.

2. Member States shall provide the 
Commission, in accordance with the river 
basin management plans, with a list of all 
pollutants for which they have established 
threshold values. For each pollutant on the 
list, Member States shall provide the
information set out in part B of Annex III to 
this Directive.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment will strengthen and simplify the Commission’s proposal by clearly requiring 
Member States to follow a set of common EU criteria for establishing threshold values.  The 
mechanism for this is in Annex II to the Directive.  Unlike common EU standards, this will provide 
a flexible but obligatory EU framework for the protection of groundwater, in which Member States 
will be able to target the important threats to groundwater bodies according to their specific 
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national and regional location and conditions.  

The ‘common EU framework for establishing threshold values’ will have to be set out in an Annex 
to the Directive.

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 132
Article 4, paragraph 2

2. At the latest by 22 June 2006, Member 
States shall provide the Commission with a 
list of all pollutants for which they have 
established threshold values. For each 
pollutant on the list, Member States shall 
provide the information set out in part B of 
Annex III to this Directive.

2. Member States shall provide the 
Commission, in accordance with the river 
basin management plans, with a list of all 
pollutants for which they have established 
threshold values. For each pollutant on the 
list, Member States shall provide the 
information set out in part B of Annex III to 
this Directive.

Or. en

Amendment by Linda McAvan, María Sornosa Martínez

Amendment 133
Article 4, paragraph 2 

2. At the latest by 22 June 2006, Member 
States shall provide the Commission with a 
list of all pollutants for which they have 
established threshold values. For each 
pollutant on the list, Member States shall 
provide the information set out in part B of 
Annex III to this Directive.

2. Member States shall provide the 
Commission, in accordance with the river 
basin management plans, with a list of all 
pollutants for which they have established 
threshold values. For each pollutant on the 
list, Member States shall provide the 
information set out in part B of Annex III to 
this Directive.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment will strengthen and simplify the Commission’s proposal by clearly requiring 
Member States to follow a set of common EU criteria for establishing threshold values.  The 
mechanism for this is in Annex II to the Directive.  Unlike common EU standards, this will provide 
a flexible but obligatory EU framework for the protection of groundwater, in which Member States 
will be able to target the important threats to groundwater bodies according to their specific 



PE 350.247v01 46/102 AM\550205EN.doc

EN

national and regional location and conditions.  

The ‘common EU framework for establishing threshold values’ will have to be set out in an Annex 
to the Directive.

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde

Amendment 134
Article 4(2)

2. At the latest by 22 June 2006, Member 
States shall provide the Commission with a 
list of all pollutants for which they have 
established threshold values. For each 
pollutant on the list, Member States shall 
provide the information set out in part B of 
Annex III to this Directive.

2. At the latest by 22 June 2006, Member 
States shall provide the Commission with a 
list of all pollutants which must be 
ascertained by measurement.

Or. da

Justification

The principle of limit values means that the use of pesticides can continue even if observed in 
groundwater, as long as it does not exceed 0.1 mg per litre, in other words, a permanent 
permit to pollute. This amendment breaks with this principle. Instead, action must be taken as 
soon as pollution is recorded on the basis of the minimum measurable level.

Amendment by Caroline Jackson, Avril Doyle, Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Françoise 
Grossetête 

Amendment 135
Article 4, paragraph 3, subparagraph 1

3. On the basis of the information provided
by Member States in accordance with 
paragraph 2, the Commission shall publish a 
report, accompanied, if appropriate, by a 
proposal for a directive amending Annex I
to this Directive.

3. On the basis of the summaries published
by Member States in accordance with 
paragraph 2, the Commission may publish a 
report, accompanied, if appropriate, by a 
proposal for legislation amending this 
Directive.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment will strengthen and simplify the Commission’s proposal by clearly requiring 
Member States to follow a set of common EU criteria for establishing threshold values.  The 
mechanism for this is in Annex II to the Directive.  Unlike common EU standards, this will provide
a flexible but obligatory EU framework for the protection of groundwater, in which Member States 
will be able to target the important threats to groundwater bodies according to their specific 
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national and regional location and conditions.  

The ‘common EU framework for establishing threshold values’ will have to be set out in an Annex 
to the Directive.

Amendment by Dorette Corbey  

Amendment 136
Article 4, paragraph 3, subparagraph 1

3. On the basis of the information provided 
by Member States in accordance with 
paragraph 2, the Commission shall publish a 
report, accompanied, if appropriate, by a 
proposal for a directive amending Annex I 
to this Directive. 

3. On the basis of the information provided 
by Member States in accordance with 
paragraph 2, the Commission shall publish a 
report, accompanied, if appropriate, by a 
legislative proposal amending this Directive. 

Or. en

Justification

This amendment will strengthen and simplify the Commission's proposal by clearly requiring 
Member States to follow a set of common EU criteria for establishing threshold values. The 
mechanism for this is in Annex II to the Directive. Unlike common EU standards, this will provide a 
flexible but obligatory EU framework for the protection of groundwater, in which Member States 
will be able to target the important threats to groundwater bodies according to their specific 
national and regional situations/conditions

Amendment by Linda McAvan, María Sornosa Martínez

Amendment 137
Article 4, paragraph 3, subparagraph 1 

3. On the basis of the information provided 
by Member States in accordance with 
paragraph 2, the Commission shall publish a 
report, accompanied, if appropriate, by a 
proposal for a directive amending Annex I
to this Directive.

3. On the basis of the summaries published
by Member States in accordance with 
paragraph 2, the Commission shall publish a 
report, accompanied, if appropriate, by a 
proposal for legislation amending this 
Directive.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment will strengthen and simplify the Commission’s proposal by clearly requiring 
Member States to follow a set of common EU criteria for establishing threshold values.  The 
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mechanism for this is in Annex II to the Directive.  Unlike common EU standards, this will provide 
a flexible but obligatory EU framework for the protection of groundwater, in which Member States 
will be able to target the important threats to groundwater bodies according to their specific 
national and regional location and conditions.  

The ‘common EU framework for establishing threshold values’ will have to be set out in an Annex 
to the Directive.

Amendment by Anja Weisgerber

Amendment 138
Article 4a (new)

Revision of the list of groundwater quality 
standards and lists of substances 
established at Community level
Three years initially after the deadline laid 
down in Article 4, paragraph 2, and 
subsequently every six years,

- the Commission shall review the list of 
groundwater quality standards established 
at Community level (Annex I) on the basis, 
in particular, of the information provided 
by Member States pursuant to Article 4, 
paragraph 2, scientific and technical 
progress and an opinion of the committee 
referred to in Article 16, paragraph 5 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC; 
- the Commission shall draw up a summary 
report and, if necessary, submit proposals 
for a directive amending the list of 
pollutants and/or related pollutant 
concentrations, and a list to replace Annex 
I to Directive 80/68/EEC, pursuant to the 
procedure laid down in Article 251 of the 
Treaty.

Or. de

Justification

When Directive 80/68/EEC expires in 2013, the substances listed in Annex I would otherwise 
no longer be taken into account.
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Amendment by Karl-Heinz Florenz

Amendment 139
Article 4a (new)

In order to ensure a minimum level of 
standard protection for groundwater, 
uniform threshold values (if Amendment 9 
is adopted: groundwater quality standards) 
shall be laid down for certain substances, 
which, when exceeded, indicate that the 
chemical status of the groundwater is no 
longer good.

Or. de

Justification

The notion that each Member State should decide, at its own discretion, which threshold 
values and concentrations to use in defining good chemical status of a body of water is 
inconsistent with the water framework directive's objective of achieving good chemical 
groundwater status throughout Europe. Different threshold values in the Member States will 
inevitably result in distortion of competition. Disproportionate requirements may be avoided 
by applying Article 4, paragraphs 5 and 7 of the water framework directive.

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde

Amendment 140
Article 5

Article 5 deleted
Criteria for the identification of significant 
and sustained upward trends and the 
definition of starting points for trend 
reversals
Member States shall identify any 
significant and sustained upward trend of 
concentrations of pollutants found in 
bodies of groundwater, or groups of bodies, 
and define the starting point for reversing 
that trend, in accordance with Annex IV to 
this Directive
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For those bodies of groundwater where 
significant and sustained upward trends in 
pollutant concentrations are identified, 
Member States shall reverse the trend 
through the programme of measures 
referred to in Article 11 of Directive 
2000/60/EC, in order progressively to 
reduce pollution of groundwater.

Or. da

Justification

We are operating with the minimum measurable level of pollution and immediate intervention 
where active substances are observed in groundwater. There is  no reason, therefore, to 
assess whether an upward trend exists.

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin 

Amendment 141
Article 5, Title

Criteria for the identification of significant 
and sustained upward trends and the 
definition of starting points for trend 
reversals

Trend reversals

Or. en

Amendment by Dimitrios Papadimoulis

Amendment 142
Article 5, Title

Criteria for the identification of significant 
and sustained upward trends and the 
definition of starting points for trend 
reversals

Trend reversals

Or. en
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Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 143
Article 5, Title

Criteria for the identification of significant 
and sustained upward trends and the 
definition of starting points for trend 
reversals.

Criteria for the identification of significant 
and sustained upward trends in pollutants, 
for the detection of any significant 
reduction in water reserves and the 
definition of starting points for trend 
reversals. 

Or. es

Justification

The Member States must implement the Water Framework Directive if they are to meet the 
requirements of the new proposal. They can identify trends only if they have adequate, 
rigorous and transparent systems for monitoring groundwater.

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 144
Article 5, paragraph -1 (new)

In order to identify trends and define 
starting points for reversing such trends, 
the Member States must have monitoring 
programmes, as laid down in Article 8 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC, to monitor all 
extraction points of water for human and 
agricultural consumption, in particular 
extraction points for more than 50 people, 
make an inventory of them and list them in 
a transparent and accessible register.

Or. es

Justification

The Member States must implement the Water Framework Directive if they are to meet the 
requirements of the new proposal. They can identify trends only if they have adequate, 
rigorous and transparent systems for monitoring groundwater.



PE 350.247v01 52/102 AM\550205EN.doc

EN

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin 

Amendment 145
Article 5, paragraph 1

Member States shall identify any significant 
and sustained upward trend of 
concentrations of pollutants found in bodies 
of groundwater, or groups of bodies, and 
define the starting point for reversing that 
trend, in accordance with Annex IV to this 
Directive.

Member States shall identify any significant 
and sustained upward trend of 
concentrations of pollutants found in bodies 
of groundwater, or groups of bodies, taking 
into account the review of the 
environmental impact of human activity as 
referred to in Article 5 of Directive 
2000/60/EC.

Or. en

Justification

The objective of the directive being to reverse significant and sustained upward trends of 
groundwater contamination, the starting point for trend reversal should be the point at which a 
trend is statistically established as being present, which is more consistent with the definition given 
in Article 2. In addition, the information provided by WFD (Article 5) on human impacts in a river 
basin should be used to efficiently identify and predict trends.

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 146
Article 5 Paragraph 2a (new)

Where necessary, Member States shall lay 
down additional groundwater quality 
standards in accordance with Article 3 and 
Annex II in respect of any other pollutant 
which makes a substantial contribution on 
their territory to the necessary 
classification of a body of groundwater or 
group of groundwater bodies as being at 
risk. These groundwater quality standards 
shall be applied, inter alia, in the context of 
the review of groundwater status pursuant 
to Article 5(2) of Directive 2000/60/EC. 
Member States shall adopt legally binding 
rules for the classification of a body of 
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groundwater in terms of the trends it 
displays. Member States shall publish, in 
their river basin management plans to be 
drawn up pursuant to Article 13 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC, their assessment of 
all bodies of groundwater, including details 
of how any excessive values at an 
individual measurement point contribute to 
the overall classification of the particular 
body of groundwater or groups of 
groundwater bodies in terms of the trend 
assessment.

Or. de

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin 

Amendment 147
Article 5, paragraph 2

For those bodies of groundwater where 
significant and sustained upward trends in 
pollutant concentrations are identified,
Member States shall reverse the trend 
through the programme of measures referred 
to in Article 11 of Directive 2000/60/EC, in 
order progressively to reduce pollution of 
groundwater.

Member States shall reverse the trend 
through the programme of measures referred 
to in Article 11 of Directive 2000/60/EC, in 
order progressively to reduce pollution of 
groundwater.

Or. en

Justification

The objective of the directive being to reverse significant and sustained upward trends of 
groundwater contamination, the starting point for trend reversal should be the point at which a 
trend is statistically established as being present, which is more consistent with the definition given 
in Article 2. In addition, the information provided by WFD (Article 5) on human impacts in a river 
basin should be used to efficiently identify and predict trends. 
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Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 148
Article 5 Paragraph 2

Replaces the rapporteur's Amendment 23

For those bodies of groundwater where 
significant and sustained upward trends in 
pollutant concentrations are identified, 
Member States shall reverse the trend 
through the programme of measures referred 
to in Article 11 of Directive 2000/60/EC, in 
order progressively to reduce pollution of 
groundwater.

For those bodies of groundwater where 
significant and sustained upward trends in 
pollutant concentrations are identified in 
comparison to the baseline concentration,  
Member States shall reverse the trend 
through the programme of measures referred 
to in Article 11 of Directive 2000/60/EC, in 
order progressively to reduce pollution of 
groundwater and prevent a deterioration.

Or. de

Amendment by Dimitrios Papadimoulis

Amendment 149
Article 5, paragraph 2 a (new)

Specific trend assessment and trend 
reversal shall be carried out for relevant 
pollutants in bodies of groundwater that 
are affected by point sources of pollution in 
order to verify that plumes from 
contaminated sites do not expand over a 
defined area and deteriorate the chemical 
status of the groundwater body.

Or. en

Justification

A new paragraph is added coming from Annex IV, which is useful to prevent the local or point 
pollution from being hidden by averaging with unpolluted monitoring sites in bigger bodies of 
groundwater.

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin 

Amendment 150
Article 5, paragraph 2 a (new)
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Specific trend assessment and trend 
reversal shall be carried out for relevant 
pollutants in bodies of groundwater that 
are affected by point sources of pollution, 
in order to verify that plumes from 
contaminated sites do not expand over a 
defined area and deteriorate the chemical 
status of the groundwater body.

Or. en

Justification

A new paragraph is added from WFD Annex IV  to prevent local or point pollution from being 
hidden by averaging with unpolluted monitoring sites in bigger bodies of groundwater.

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 151
Article 5, paragraph 2 a (new)

In line with the principle of integrated 
management of surface water and 
groundwater, the competent authorities 
must monitor any possible overexploitation 
of aquifers and the effects of lowering of 
the water table on concentrations of 
pollutants in groundwater, on wetlands and 
protected areas, and if necessary propose 
artificial recharging of the relevant body of 
groundwater.

Or. es

Justification

The Member States must implement the Water Framework Directive if they are to meet the 
requirements of the new proposal. They can identify trends only if they have adequate, 
rigorous and transparent systems for monitoring groundwater. 
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Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin

Amendment 152
Article 6, Title

Measures to prevent or limit indirect 
discharges into groundwater

Measures to prevent the input of pollutants
into groundwater

Or. en

Justification

The new Groundwater Directive should establish a list of substances to be prevented from entering 
groundwater.

Amendment by Caroline Jackson, Avril Doyle, Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Françoise 
Grossetête 

Amendment 153
Article 6, Title

Measures to prevent or limit indirect 
discharges into groundwater

Measures to prevent or limit inputs of 
pollutants into groundwater

Or. en

Justification

Protecting groundwater against pollution is far more effective than trying to use common standards 
as a basis for restoring polluted groundwater.  The Commission proposal does not fully maintain 
the protection currently offered by the 1980 Groundwater Directive.  These amendments to Article 
6 are therefore crucial for the protection of groundwater across the EU. The change to the title uses 
the wording from Article 4 of the WFD.

Amendment by Linda McAvan, María Sornosa Martínez

Amendment 154
Article 6, Title 

Measures to prevent or limit indirect 
discharges into groundwater

Measures to prevent or limit inputs of 
pollutants into groundwater 

Or. en
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Justification

Protecting groundwater against pollution is far more effective than trying to use common standards 
as a basis for restoring polluted groundwater.  The Commission proposal does not fully maintain 
the protection currently offered by the 1980 Groundwater Directive.  These amendments to Article 
6 are therefore crucial for the protection of groundwater across the EU. The change to the title uses 
the wording from Article 4 of the WFD.

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 155
Article 6, title

Measures to prevent or limit indirect 
discharges into groundwater

Measures to prevent or limit inputs of 
pollutants into groundwater

Or. en

Justification

The change to the title uses the wording from Article 4 of the WFD. Member States are required  to 
focus on preventing the inputs of hazardous pollutants.

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin 

Amendment 156
Article 6

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river 
basin district includes the prevention of 
indirect discharges to groundwater of any 
of pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 of 
Annex VIII to that Directive.

The EU and the Member States shall 
prevent the input of substances which meet 
the criteria in Annex IIIa by means of the 
following measures:

Furthermore, with regard to the pollutants 
referred to in points 7 to 12 of Annex VIII 
to Directive 2000/60/EC, the programme of 
measures set out in Article 11(3) of that 
directive shall include the provision that 
any indirect discharges to groundwater 
shall only be permitted on condition that 
the discharges does not put at risk the 
achievement of good groundwater chemical 

1. Member States shall identify a list of 
pollutants which meet the criteria in Annex 
IIIa and are of specific concern in a river 
basin district, including substances listed in 
Annex VIII(1) to (9) and Annex X of 
Directive 2000/60/EC.
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status.
2. Member States shall report in the river 
basin management plans under Annex VII 
of Directive 2000/60/EC:
(a) the list of identified substances above;
(b) the measures taken for prevention of 
input; and 
(c) an assessment of the effectiveness of 
those measures.

3. The European Parliament and the 
Council shall adopt specific measures to 
prevent the input of individual or groups of 
pollutants into groundwater. Such 
measures shall be adopted acting on 
proposals presented by the Commission in 
accordance with the procedures laid down 
in Article 16 of Directive 2000/60/EC.
4.  In doing so, the Commission shall, in 
establishing a list of substances to be 
prevented from entering groundwater, use 
a simplified risk-based assessment 
procedure as outlined in Article 16(2) of 
Directive 2000/60/EC, taking particular 
account of:
- the chemical property criteria in Annex 
IIIa to this Directive; 
- specific persistency in groundwater; or
evidence of widespread occurrence in the 
groundwater, such as data showing their 
presence, mobility and use patterns.

Or. en

Justification

The new Groundwater Directive should establish a list of substances to be prevented from entering 
groundwater. Measures to prevent input of pollutants in the groundwater are to be taken on two 
levels: Member States should have the general obligation to prevent input of polluting substances in 
their domestic groundwater and the Commission should have the obligation to pick out the 
polluting substances of EU concern and propose appropriate measures to prevent further input. 
The prevent list substances selection procedure can be merged with the procedure for priority 
substances in Article 16 WFD and the work of Expert Advisory Forum on Priority Substances 
without leading to a significant increase in workload
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Amendment by Holger Krahmer

Amendment 157
Article 6

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river 
basin district includes the prevention of 
indirect discharges to groundwater of any 
of the pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 
of Annex VIII to that Directive.

To achieve the objective of preventing or 
avoiding indirect discharges of pollutants 
into groundwater, as laid down in Article 4, 
paragraph 1, point (b)(i) of Directive 
2000/60/EC, Member States shall, in 
implementing the programmes pursuant to 
Article 11 of Directive 2000/60/EC, in 
particular the basic measures under Article 
11, paragraph 3, points (g) and (h) thereof 
and without prejudice to the provisions of 
Article 11, paragraph 3, point (j) 
concerning direct discharges, ensure that 

Furthermore, with regard to the pollutants 
referred to in points 7 to 12 of Annex VIII 
to Directive 2000/60/EC, the programme of 
measures set out in Article 11(3) of that 
directive shall include the provision that 
any indirect discharges to groundwater 
shall only be permitted on condition that 
the discharges does not put at risk the 
achievement of good groundwater chemical 
status.

a) indirect discharges, emissions and losses 
into groundwater of certain pollutants 
referred to in points 1 to 6 of Annex VIII to 
Directive 2000/60/EC are prevented and

b) indirect discharges of other pollutants 
are so restricted through the use of best 
environmental practice and the best 
available technology, taking into account 
cost-effectiveness and proportionality, that 
the discharge does not put at risk the 
achievement of good chemical status of the 
groundwater.

Or. de

Justification

Indirect discharges of pollutants listed in points 1 to 6 of Annex VIII of Directive 2000/60/EC 
as being a particular risk to water should be prevented. 

As regards the other pollutants, discharges should be restricted to ensure the good status of 
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the groundwater. As in the case of restrictions on discharges into surface water (Article 16, 
paragraph 6.2 of Directive 2000/60/EG), cost-effectiveness and proportionality are to be 
taken into account in this respect.

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 158
Article 6 Paragraph 1

Replaces the rapporteur's Amendment 24

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river 
basin district includes the prevention of 
indirect discharges to groundwater of any 
of the pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 
of Annex VIII to that Directive.

To achieve the objective of preventing or 
avoiding indirect discharges of pollutants 
into groundwater, as laid down in Article 4, 
paragraph 1, point (b)(i) of Directive 
2000/60/EC, Member States shall, in 
implementing the programmes pursuant to 
Article 11 of Directive 2000/60/EC, in 
particular the basic measures under Article 
11, paragraph 3, points (g) and (h) thereof 
and without prejudice to the provisions of 
Article 11, paragraph 3, point (j) 
concerning direct discharges, ensure that 
a) indirect discharges into groundwater of 
certain pollutants referred to in points 1 to 
6 of Annex VIII to Directive 2000/60/EC 
are prevented and
b) indirect discharges of other pollutants 

are so restricted through the use of best 
environmental practice and the best 
available technology that a deterioration in 
the groundwater quality is avoided and 
prevented in accordance with paragraph 2a 
of this Article.

Or. de

Amendment by Anja Weisgerber

Amendment 159
Article 6 Paragraph 1

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 

To achieve the objective of preventing or 
avoiding indirect discharges of pollutants 
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Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river 
basin district includes the prevention of 
indirect discharges to groundwater of any 
of the pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 
of Annex VIII to that Directive.

into groundwater, as laid down in Article 4, 
paragraph 1, point (b)(i) of Directive 
2000/60/EC, Member States shall, in 
implementing the programmes pursuant to 
Article 11 of Directive 2000/60/EC, in 
particular the basic measures under Article 
11, paragraph 3, points (g) and (h) thereof 
and without prejudice to the provisions of 
Article 11, paragraph 3, point (j) 
concerning direct discharges, ensure that 

a) indirect discharges into groundwater of 
certain pollutants referred to in points 1 to 
6 of Annex VIII to Directive 2000/60/EC 
are prevented and
b) indirect discharges of other pollutants 

are so restricted at least through the use of 
best environmental practice and the best 
available technology that a deterioration in 
the groundwater quality is avoided and 
prevented in accordance with paragraph 2a 
of this Article.

Or. de

Justification

Editorial change through introduction of the words 'at least'. To ensure groundwater 
protection and precaution, it is not always sufficient to require only best practice or 
technology. Further measures must also be taken in this case where necessary. As is the case 
with the combined approach for surfaced water introduced in Article 10, the use of best 
environmental practice and technology is also set only as a minimum requirement for the 
protection of groundwater.

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde

Amendment 160
Article 6

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district includes the prevention of indirect 

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC and 
in the cases where pollution is derived from 
EU-regulated policies in cooperation with 
the European Commission, Member States 
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discharges to groundwater of any of the 
pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 of 
Annex VIII to that Directive.

shall ensure that the programme of measures 
for each river basin district includes the 
prevention of indirect discharges to 
groundwater of any of the pollutants referred 
to in points 1 to 9 and 11 of Annex VIII to 
that Directive.

Furthermore, with regard to the pollutants 
referred to in points 7 to 12 of Annex VIII 
to Directive 2000/60/EC, the programme of 
measures set out in Article 11(3) of that 
directive shall include the provision that 
any indirect discharge to groundwater shall 
only be permitted on condition that the 
discharges does not put at risk the 
achievement of good groundwater chemical 
status.

deleted

Member States shall be provided with the 
minimum means to this end by being 
empowered to levy charges on pollutants 
that match the costs of monitoring and 
remedying the damage caused.

Or. da

Justification

It is important that Member States are afforded a genuine opportunity to take preventive 
action and this is possible only if they are empowered to use fiscal measures and if the 
Commission regulates the policy areas based on internal market rules to ensure best practice 
since internal market rules outrank environmental rules.

The change in the reference to point 6 to include points 7,8, 9 and 11 as well is important 
since they cover everything to do with pesticides, metals, phosphates and nitrates.

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Caroline Jackson

Amendment 161
Article 6, paragraph 1

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district includes the prevention of indirect 
discharges to groundwater of any of the 
pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 of 
Annex VIII to that Directive.

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district includes the prevention of indirect 
discharges to groundwater of any of the 
pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 of 
Annex VIII to that Directive. The Member 
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States shall encourage those initiating and 
responsible for development of human 
activity and expansion of inhabited areas to 
participate in the process of public 
information and consultation set out in 
Article 14 of Directive 2000/60/EC, as they 
must be aware of the future impact of their 
economic activities on the consumption and 
use of groundwater. The Member States 
shall ensure that this information is made 
available to the public in order to obtain 
their comments.

Or. es

Amendment by Caroline Jackson, Avril Doyle, Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Françoise 
Grossetête 

Amendment 162
Article 6, paragraph 1

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district includes the prevention of indirect 
discharges to groundwater of any of the
pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 of 
Annex VIII to that Directive. 

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district aims to prevent indirect inputs into
groundwater of any hazardous pollutants 
referred to in points 1 to 9 of Annex VIII to 
that Directive.

Or. en

Justification

The first paragraph requires Member States to focus on preventing the inputs of hazardous 
pollutants.    

Amendment by Linda McAvan, María Sornosa Martínez

Amendment 163
Article 6, paragraph 1 

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
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Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district includes the prevention of indirect 
discharges to groundwater of any of the
pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 of 
Annex VIII to that Directive.

Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district aims to prevent indirect inputs into
groundwater of any hazardous pollutants 
referred to in points 1 to 9 of Annex VIII to 
that Directive.

Or. en

Justification

The first paragraph requires Member States to focus on preventing the inputs of hazardous 
pollutants.  

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 164
Article 6, paragraph 1

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district includes the prevention of indirect
discharges to groundwater of any of the 
pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 of 
Annex VIII to that Directive. 

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district includes the prevention of indirect
inputs into groundwater of each of the 
pollutants referred to in points 1 to 9 of 
Annex VIII to that Directive.

Or. en

Justification

Protecting groundwater against pollution is far more effective than trying to use common standards 
as a basis for restoring  polluted groundwater.  The Commission proposal does not fully maintain 
the protection currently offered by the 1980 Groundwater Directive.  These amendments to Article 
6 are therefore crucial to protect groundwater across the EU. 

Amendment by Karl-Heinz Florenz

Amendment 165
Article 6 Paragraph 1

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district includes the prevention of indirect 
discharges to groundwater of any of the 

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district includes the prevention of indirect 
discharges to groundwater of any of the 
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pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 of 
Annex VIII to that Directive.

pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 of 
Annex VIII to that Directive, and in the 
case of bodies of groundwater which are at 
risk of not achieving good chemical status, 
of any of those pollutants also referred to in 
points 9 and 11 of that Annex.

Or. de

Justification

The addition is necessary, at least in the case of already polluted bodies of groundwater, to 
ensure effective protection against indirect input of biocides, pesticides, nitrates and 
phosphates. Since the measures are restricted to bodies of groundwater already affected by 
pollution, forms of farming which are less harmful to groundwater are rewarded. The 
Commission's proposal to include these substances in Article 6(2) is ineffective because an 
authorisation for an indirect discharge of these substances to groundwater would never be 
requested or granted.

Amendment by María Sornosa Martínez

Amendment 166
Article 6, paragraph 1

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district includes the prevention of indirect 
discharges to groundwater of any of the 
pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 of 
Annex VIII to that Directive. 

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district includes the prevention of indirect 
discharges to groundwater of any of the 
pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 of 
Annex VIII to that Directive, taking into 
account knowledge of regional 
hydrogeological functioning

Or. es

Justification

In order to apply preventive measures, more extensive research is needed into the 
hydrogeological functioning of aquifers at regional level. 
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Amendment by Dan Jørgensen

Amendment 167
Article 6, first paragraph

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district includes the prevention of indirect 
discharges to groundwater of any of the 
pollutants referred to in points 1 to 6 of 
Annex VIII to that Directive.

In addition to the basic measures set out in 
Article 11(3) of Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Member States shall ensure that the 
programme of measures for each river basin 
district includes the prevention of indirect 
discharges to groundwater of any of the 
pollutants referred to in Annex VIII to that 
Directive.

Or. da

Justification

Prevention of discharges of pollutants is a priority irrespective of the pollutant in question.

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 168
Article 6, paragraph 1 a (new) 

Without prejudice to the groundwater
quality standards laid down in other
areas to protect groundwater, the first 
paragraph shall not apply to discharges 
containing pollutants in small quantities 
and concentrations, nor shall it apply to 
artificial recharge of groundwater for the 
purpose of public drinking water supply.

Or. en

Justification

Artificial recharge for the purpose of drinking water supply is fully supported under a permit 
structure by Article 11(f) of Directive 2000/60/EC. A complete ban on indirect discharges may 
severely disturb current and environmentally sustainable practices in drinking water production.

Amendment by Dan Jørgensen

Amendment 169
Article 6, second paragraph

Furthermore, with regard to the pollutants 
referred to in points 7 to 12 of Annex VIII 

deleted
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to Directive 2000/60/EC, the programme of 
measures set out in Article 11(3) of that 
directive shall include the provision that 
any indirect discharges to groundwater 
shall only be permitted on condition that 
the discharge does not put at risk the 
achievement of good groundwater chemical 
status.

Or. da

Justification

See justification for Amendment 167. Furthermore, we do not wish to see the directive 
allowing pollute to the limit of good chemical status. On the contrary, we want retention of 
the current status.

Amendment by Linda McAvan, María Sornosa Martínez

Amendment 170
Article 6, paragraph 2 

Furthermore, with regard to the pollutants
referred to in points 7 to 12 of Annex VIII to 
Directive 2000/60/EC, the programme of 
measures set out in Article 11(3) of that 
directive shall include the provision that any 
indirect discharges to groundwater shall 
only be permitted on condition that the 
discharges does not put at risk the 
achievement of good groundwater chemical 
status

With regard to any pollutant, including 
those referred to in Annex VIII to Directive 
2000/60/EC, the programme of measures set 
out in Article 11(3) of that directive shall 
ensure that any indirect inputs into
groundwater shall be limited in order to 
avoid pollution.

Or. en

Justification

The second paragraph ensures that Member States take measures to limit inputs of pollutants into 
groundwater to avoid pollution. 

Amendment by Caroline Jackson, Avril Doyle, Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Françoise 
Grossetête 

Amendment 171
Article 6, paragraph 2 
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Furthermore, with regard to the pollutants
referred to in points 7 to 12 of Annex VIII to 
Directive 2000/60/EC, the programme of 
measures set out in Article 11(3) of that 
directive shall include the provision that any 
indirect discharges to groundwater shall 
only be permitted on condition that the 
discharges does not put at risk the 
achievement of good groundwater chemical 
status

With regard to any pollutant, including 
those referred to in Annex VIII to Directive 
2000/60/EC, the programme of measures set 
out in Article 11(3) of that directive shall 
ensure that any indirect inputs into
groundwater shall be limited in order to 
avoid pollution.

Or. en

Justification

The second paragraph ensures that Member States take measures to limit inputs of pollutants into 
groundwater to avoid pollution.

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 172
Article 6, paragraph 2

Furthermore, with regard to the pollutants
referred to in points 7 to 12 of Annex VIII to 
Directive 2000/60/EC, the programme of 
measures set out in Article 11(3) of that 
directive shall include the provision that any 
indirect discharges to groundwater shall 
only be permitted on condition that the 
discharges does not put at risk the 
achievement of good groundwater chemical 
status.

With regard to any pollutant, including 
those referred to in Annex VIII to Directive 
2000/60/EC, the programme of measures set 
out in Article 11(3) of that directive shall 
ensure that any indirect inputs into
groundwater shall only be permitted on 
condition that the inputs do not put at risk 
the achievement of good groundwater 
chemical status.

Or. en

Justification

The amendment ensures that Member States take measures to limit inputs of pollutants into 
groundwater to avoid pollution.

Amendment by Gyula Hegyi

Amendment 173
Article 6, paragraph 2
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Furthermore, with regard to the pollutants 
referred to in points 7 to 12 of Annex VIII to 
Directive 2000/60/EC, the programme of
measures set out in Article 11(3) of that 
directive shall include the provision that any 
indirect discharges to groundwater shall only 
be permitted on condition that the 
discharges does not put at risk the 
achievement of good groundwater chemical 
status.

Furthermore, with regard to the pollutants 
referred to in points 7 to 12 of Annex VIII to 
Directive 2000/60/EC, the programme of 
measures set out in Article 11(3) of that 
directive shall include the provision that any 
indirect discharges to groundwater shall only 
be permitted if prior investigation shows 
that:

- the discharges do not put at risk the 
achievement of good groundwater
chemical status; 
- the discharges do not have a harmful 
impact on soil or groundwater in the 
neighbourhood of the discharges.
The quality of groundwater affected by the 
indirect discharges shall be monitored 
where it is reasonable.

Or. en

Justification

Groundwater Daughter Directive should provide at least the same level of protection as the one set
down by Directive 80/68/EEC. Article 4  paragraph 1 of 80/68/EEC stipulates: 

"To comply with the obligation referred to in Article 3 (a), Member States:
- shall prohibit all direct discharge of substances in list I,
- shall subject to prior investigation any disposal or tipping for the purpose of disposal of these 
substances which might lead to indirect discharge. In the light of that investigation, Member States 
shall prohibit such activity or shall grant authorisation provided that all
the technical precautions necessary to prevent such discharge are observed,"

The overall chemical status of ground water bodies in Europe is declining; therefore it is of outmost 
important that any legal text made to ground water protection is stringent.

Amendment by Caroline Jackson, Avril Doyle, Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Françoise 
Grossetête 

Amendment 174
Article 6, paragraph 2 a (new)
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The measures required by this Article shall 
take account of best environmental practice 
and best available technology, and are 
those which are technically feasible and not 
disproportionately expensive.

Or. en

Justification

The third paragraph ensures that measures use good practice but are proportionate.  

Amendment by Linda McAvan, María Sornosa Martínez

Amendment 175
Article 6, paragraph 2 a (new) 

The measures required by this Article shall 
take account of best environmental practice 
and best available technology, and are 
those which are technically feasible and not 
disproportionately expensive.

Or. en

Justification

The third paragraph ensures that measures use good practice but are proportionate.  

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 176
Article 6, paragraph 2 a (new)

The measures required by this Article shall 
take account of best environmental practice 
and best available technology, and are 
those which are technically feasible and not 
disproportionately expensive.

Or. en

Justification

The amendment ensures that measures use good practice but are proportionate.
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Amendment by Péter Olajos

Amendment 177
Article 6, paragraph 2 a (new)

When permitting indirect discharges, the 
diffuse sources having an impact on the 
groundwater shall be taken into account 
where it is reasonable.

Or. en

Justification

Regarding the protection of groundwater against pollution the combined approach (considering the 
point and diffuse sources) shall be applied similarly as is already stated in the case of the surface 
waters in the Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC).

Amendment by Caroline Jackson, Avril Doyle, Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines, Françoise 
Grossetête 

Amendment 178
Article 6, paragraph 2 b (new)

An input may only be exempted from the 
requirements of this Article when, because 
of its quantity or concentration, it presents 
no current or future risk of causing 
deterioration in the quality of the receiving 
groundwater.

Or. en

Justification

The new fourth paragraph introduces a provision that bans exemptions, unless the input is so small 
that it will not affect the quality of the groundwater.

Amendment by Linda McAvan, María Sornosa Martínez

Amendment 179
Article 6, paragraph 2 b (new) 

An input may only be exempted from the 
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requirements of this Article when, because 
of its quantity or concentration, it presents 
no current or future risk of causing 
deterioration in the quality of the receiving 
groundwater.

Or. en

Justification

The new fourth paragraph introduces a provision that bans exemptions, unless the inputs is so 
small that it will not affect the quality of the groundwater.

Amendment by Gyula Hegyi

Amendment 180
Article 6 a (new)

Article 6a
The prior investigations referred to in 
Article 6 shall include examination of the 
hydrogeological conditions of the area 
concerned, the possible purifying powers of 
the soil and subsoil and the risk of 
pollution and alteration of the quality of 
the groundwater from the discharge and 
shall establish whether the discharge of 
substances into groundwater is a 
satisfactory solution from the point of view 
of the environment.

Or. en

Justification

The purpose of this amendment is to be consistent with Directive 80/68/EEC. The wording is 
according to Directive 80/68/EEC.

Amendment by Dorette Corbey  

Amendment 181
Article 6 a (new)

Article 6a 
Member States shall take measures, in 
accordance with Article 10 of Directive 
2000/60/EC, to pass on the costs of 
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groundwater pollution to the polluter.
If the production or use of products traded 
on the internal market are the source of 
groundwater pollution, the Commission 
shall take steps to impose appropriate and 
proportionate fines on the pollution sources 
concerned.

Or. nl

Justification

The Framework Water Directive requires Member States to pass on the costs of water use on 
the basis of the 'polluter pays principle'. The have until 2010 to report how they have 
achieved this. The use of chemical weedkillers by private individuals and local authorities is a 
major source of groundwater pollution. Even so-called environmentally friendly alternatives -
although better for soil life - are still highly damaging to groundwater.

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 182
Article 6 a (new)

Article 6 a
Research and dissemination

The Commission, in agreement with the 
Member States, shall encourage the 
dissemination of known methods of 
measuring and calculating parameters for 
the description and monitoring of aquifers 
and shall promote new research to improve 
the technologies available for the 
monitoring and management of 
groundwater bodies and their quality.

Or. es

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 183
Article 6 b (new)
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Article 6 b
Protection of spas and medicinal water 

sources

The Commission and the Member States 
shall establish a common methodology for 
defining protection areas for aquifers 
which supply spas and medicinal water 
sources, with the aim of ensuring that these 
areas are respected when industrial and 
urban activities are planned.

Or. es

Justification

Spas and medicinal water sources were not included in the Commission’s proposal despite 
the fact that they are the highest quality waters in the European Union. Special protection 
needs to 
be introduced for aquifers which supply them and preventive measures adopted at surface 
level. 

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 184
Article 8, paragraph 1 a (new)

The Council shall establish a common 
methodology for cataloguing aquifers in 
preparation for the implementation of the 
Inspire programme. In this connection the 
Member States shall begin to collect data as 
soon as this Directive comes into force.

Or. es

Justification

A methodology for the collection of data must be established in preparation for the 
introduction of the Inspire programme (concerning the digital recording of groundwater 
bodies) which is currently proceeding through Parliament. For this reason the Member States 
must become involved in the data-collection methodology.
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Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 185
Annex I Part A (new), 

Replaces the rapporteur's Amendment 30

A. Classification and assessment of the 
status of bodies of groundwater at risk
Following presentation of the results of the 

assessment and the classification of the 
individual measurement points on the basis 
of the provisions of Article 3, paragraphs 1-
3, the classification of bodies of 
groundwater at risk or group of bodies of 
groundwater at risk shall be carried out 
pursuant to Article 5 of Directive 
2000/60/EC.
The proportion of measurement points 
classified as having good chemical status 
shall be definitive for the classification of 
the whole of the body of groundwater or the 
group of bodies of groundwater where it 
can be confirmed that at least 70% of the 
area of the body of groundwater or group 
of bodies of groundwater is compliant with 
the standards and/or no more than 30 km2  

within the body of groundwater are 
polluted zones, provided that the affected 
parts of the body or group of bodies of 
groundwater do not endanger the 
achievement of the environmental 
objectives of the overall body or group of 
bodies of groundwater, and/or that, where 
appropriate, the requirements of Article 7 
of Directive 2000/60/EC are met.
The relevant tests shall be carried out in the 
upper aquifer.

Or. de
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Amendment by Holger Krahmer

Amendment 186
Annex I Part A (new)

A. Classification and assessment of the 
status of bodies of groundwater at risk
Following presentation of the results of the 
assessment and the classification of the 
individual measurement points on the basis 
of the provisions of Article 3, paragraphs 1-
3, the classification of bodies of 
groundwater at risk or group of bodies of 
groundwater at risk shall be carried out 
pursuant to Article 5 of Directive 
2000/60/EC.
The proportion of measurement points 
classified as having good chemical status 
shall be definitive for the classification of 
the whole of the body of groundwater or the 
group of bodies of groundwater where it 
can be confirmed that at least 70% of the 
area of the body of groundwater or group 
of bodies of groundwater is compliant with 
the standards

Or. de

Justification

A substandard measurement point is not sufficient to classify the whole body of groundwater 
as poor. This is not justified if the measurement point is not representative of the whole or a 
substantial part of the body of groundwater. The proposed amendment should ensure that the 
measurement point is representative when assessing the status of the groundwater.

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde

Amendment 187
Annex I, 1st row, second  column - Quality standards

Pollutant Quality standards Pollutant Quality standards
Nitrates 50 mg/l Nitrates 0 - 10 mg/l

Or. da
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Justification

As regards nitrates:
Nitrogen occurs in our groundwater without human intervention. Even beneath pristine forest 
it is possible to measure the discharge of nitrogen from the root area on a scale of 5 kg. N pr. 
hectare. This means that nitrogen can occur in groundwater on a scale of 10 mg/l. However, 
this is far from the limit value of 50 mg/l proposed by the Commission. When a figure of more 
than 10 mg/l can be recorded in groundwater, there is therefore good reason to intervene 
since this must reflect unnecessary pollution.
At the same time, groundwater may be completely free of nitrates; in such cases action must 
be taken to counteract rising pollution on a scale of 0 - 10 mg/l.

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 188
Annex 1 Table Column 3

Comment deleted
The quality standard applies to all bodies of 
groundwater, with the exception of the 
nitrate-vulnerable zones identified under 
Directive 91/676/EEC.1 For these areas, 
Article 4(1)(c) of Directive 2000/60/EC 
applies.

Or. de

Justification

Retaining this sentence would mean that no measures would have to be taken in respect of a 
body of groundwater designated as 'good status' under the groundwater directive, while the 
same situation would already require measures to be taken under the nitrates directive.
Deletion of the paragraph would therefore ensure equal treatment in terms of assessment and 
approach.

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde

Amendment 189
Annex I, 1st row, third column - Comment

The quality standard applies to all bodies of 
groundwater, with the exception of the 
nitrate-vulnerable zones identified under 
Directive 91/676/EEC. For these areas, 

Where either a figure over 10 or a rise in 
the range 0-10 is recorded, action must be 
taken to control agricultural activity.

  
1 OJ L 375, 31.12.1991, p. 1.
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Article 4(1)(c) of Directive 2000/60/EC 
applies.

Or. da

Justification

As regards nitrates:
Nitrogen occurs in our groundwater without human intervention. Even beneath pristine forest 
it is possible to measure the discharge of nitrogen from the root area on a scale of 5 kg. N pr. 
hectare. This means that nitrogen can occur in groundwater on a scale of 10 mg/l. However, 
this is far from the limit value of 50 mg/l proposed by the Commission. When a figure of more 
than 10 mg/l can be recorded in groundwater, there is therefore good reason to intervene 
since this must reflect unnecessary pollution.
At the same time, groundwater may be completely free of nitrates; in such cases action must 
be taken to counteract rising pollution on a scale of 0 - 10 mg/l.

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde

Amendment 190
Annex I, 2nd row, second column - Quality standards

Pollutant Quality standards Pollutant Quality standards
Active ingredients 
in pesticides, 
including their 
relevant 
metabolites, 
degradation and 
reaction products

0.1 µg/l Active ingredients 
in pesticides, 
including their 
relevant 
metabolites, 
degradation and 
reaction products

Minimum 
measurable level

Or. da

Justification

As regards pesticides:
When we measure for pesticides in groundwater, this must in actual fact be regarded as a 
full-scale test. This must be understood to mean that where a pesticide after proper use can be 
traced in groundwater, this is proof that it actually ends up in the groundwater. The logical 
consequence ought, therefore, to be that use of the product ceases forthwith.
The minimum measurable level of pollution in our groundwater varies between different 
pesticides and their degradation products where some can be traced to under 0.1 mg/l; , 
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fortunately, measuring techniques are continually improving.

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde

Amendment 191
Annex I, 2nd row, third column - Comment (new)

Comment Comment
Where active substances such as, for 
example, pesticides are recorded in 
groundwater, an immediate ban must be 
introduced on the use of these sources of 
pollution.

Or. da

Justification

As regards pesticides:
When we measure for pesticides in groundwater, this must in actual fact be regarded as a 
full-scale test. This must be understood to mean that where a pesticide after proper use can be 
traced in groundwater, this is proof that it actually ends up in the groundwater. The logical 
consequence ought, therefore, to be that use of the product ceases forthwith.
The minimum measurable level of pollution in our groundwater varies between different 
pesticides and their degradation products where some can be traced to under 0.1 mg/l; 
fortunately, measuring techniques are continually improving.

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 192
Annex I, row 2, column 3 - Comment (new)

Comment Comment
Where drinking water standards for 
pesticides or their relevant metabolites are 
more stringent than 0.1 μg/l, drinking 
water standards will apply as the quality 
standard for good status.

Or. en
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Justification

Drinking water standards can be and are in some cases more stringent because of possible harmful 
health effects. Also a standard of 0.5 microgram/l for total pesticide concentrations should apply.

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 193
Annex I, row 2 a (new)

Pollutant Quality standards
Total 
pesticide/metabolite 
concentrations

0.5 µg/l

Or. en

Justification

Drinking water standards can be and are in some cases more stringent because of possible harmful 
health effects. Also a standard of 0.5 microgram/l for total pesticide concentrations should apply.

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 194
Annex 1 footnote 21

21 Where for a given body of groundwater, 
it is considered that the groundwater 
quality standards could result in failure to 
achieve the environmental objectives 
specified in Article 4 of Directive 
2000/60/EC for associated surface waters 
or result in any significant diminution of 
the ecological or chemical quality of such 
bodies, or any significant damage to 
terrestrial ecosystems which depend directly 
on the body of groundwater, more stringent 
threshold values shall be established in 
accordance with Article 4 and Annex IV to 
this Directive.

Deleted

Or. nl
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Justification

This footnote says that the quality standard for nitrates is 50 mg/l but that it must be lower if 
the environment so requires. This is stricter than the Nitrates Directive which stipulates 50 
mg/l based on public health considerations. Directives in the same sphere should avoid 
setting different objectives.

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 195
Annex I,  Footnote 22

22 Compliance with the standards shall be 
based on a comparison with the arithmetic 
means of the
monitoring values at each of the sampling 
points in the body or group of bodies of 
groundwater
characterised as being at risk pursuant to 
the analysis to be carried out under Article 
5 of Directive
2000/60/EC.

Delete

Or. en

Justification

The footnote is too important to place in a footnote to an appendix. Discuss the assessment of 
measured data to standards in a separate article or annex. The assessment method must also be 
applicable to other pollutants. The footnote does not explain clearly how to assess to the standards. 
It must be prevented that data smoothing causes bottlenecks to be overlooked. This point is added 
as an amendment in article 3 (c) (new)

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 196
Annex I, footnote 22

22Compliance with the standards shall be 
based on a comparison with the arithmetic 
means of the monitoring values at each of 
the sampling points in the body or group of 
bodies of groundwater characterised as 
being at risk pursuant to the analysis to be 
carried out under Article 5 of Directive 

22Compliance with the standards shall be
assessed in accordance with Section 
2.4.5 of Annex V to Directive 2000/60/EC, 
Article 4a of this Directive, and the 
Community legislation from which the 
standards are derived.
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2000/60/EC.

Or. en

Justification

The Commission’s footnote means that exceedance of a quality standard at one point in a body of 
groundwater would result in the body being classified as poor status, even if the standard were not 
exceeded elsewhere in the body.  Such a “one-out all-out” approach would cause many 
groundwater bodies to be classified as “poor” on account of  very localised exceedances, resulting 
in a misleading view of the overall quality of groundwater and  inconsistency with the Water 
Framework Directive and  other Community legislation (e.g. the Nitrates Directive).

This amendment (with the amendment to Article 4) would ensure that classification represents the 
overall quality of the groundwater body.    (Localised pollution “hotspots”  can be addressed 
through  trend reversal and pollution prevention/limitation measures and should only affect status  
where they are sufficiently important to affect the objectives of “good status”.

Amendment by Christa Klaß

Amendment 197
Annex I Table Row 2a to 2i (new)

Replaces the rapporteur's Amendment 33

Total active ingredients 
pesticides

0,5 µg/l Total pesticides 
including active 
metabolites.

Ammonium 0,5 mg/l

Arsenic 10 µg/l

Cadmium 1,0 µg/l

Lead 10 µg/l l

Mercury 0,2 µg/l

Minimum list of 
substances or 
ions occurring 
naturally or as a 
result of human 
activities.

Chloride
250 mg/l

As indicative 
values
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Sulphate 240 mg/l

Aluminium 0,2 mg/l

Or. de

Justification

This table becomes Part B of Annex I. As already stated in relation to Article 3, Europe-wide, 
uniform standards must be laid down for the good chemical status to be achieved by 2015 in 
order to prevent eco-dumping and unequal terms of competition. For that reason, the 
minimum parameters have been taken over from Annex III. The concentration values are 
based on human and eco-toxicological considerations and define the risk of pollution, i.e. the 
transition to poor status.

As it is impossible to measure and monitor all pollutants, there is a need for indicators to 
show whether certain pollutants are present in groundwater and possibly to provide 
information about the source. The three substances listed in Annex I are appropriate 
indicators in this respect. 

Total pesticides and their active ingredients are also included as  parameters since often 
pollution cannot be traced back to one pesticide.

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 198
Annex II

ASSESSMENT OF GROUNDWATER 
CHEMICAL STATUS FOR 
POLLUTANTS FOR WHICH 
COMMUNITY QUALITY STANDARDS 
DO NOT EXIST

COMMON CRITERIA FOR THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THRESHOLD 

VALUES FOR ASSESSING
GROUNDWATER CHEMICAL STATUS

The assessment procedure for testing 
compliance to good groundwater chemical 
status for pollutants for which Community 
quality standards do not exist shall be 
carried out in relation to all bodies of 
groundwater characterised as being at risk 
and in relation to each of the pollutants 
which contribute to the body or group of 
bodies of groundwater being so 
characterised.

1. Threshold values shall be derived by 
Member States in accordance with the 
following procedure:
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The assessment procedure shall in 
particular address the following issues:

1. Threshold values shall be derived by 
Member States in accordance with the 
following procedure:

(a) the information collected as part of the 
characterisation to be carried out under 
Article 5 of Directive 2000/60/EC and 
under sections 2.1 and 2.2 of Annex II 
thereto;

(i) the characteristics of the body or 
bodies of groundwater in relation to 
which the threshold values shall be 
used;

(b) environmental quality objectives and 
other standards for water protection that 
exist at national, Community or 
international level;

(ii) the properties of the pollutants 
concerned; and

(c) any relevant information concerning 
the toxicology, ecotoxicology, persistence 
and bioaccumulation potential concerning 
the pollutant or related substances;

(iii) the location of the monitoring 
points.

(d) the estimated amounts and the 
concentrations of the pollutants transferred 
from the body of groundwater to the 
associated surface waters and/or dependent 
terrestrial ecosystems;

A threshold value shall  represent the 
concentration of a pollutant, an 
exceedance of which would indicate a 
risk that:

(e) the estimated impact of the amounts and 
concentrations of the pollutants as 
determined in (d) on the associated surface 
waters and dependent terrestrial 
ecosystems;

(a) one or more of the conditions set out 
in Table 2.3.2 of Annex V to Directive 
2000/60/EC is not being met; or

(f) an assessment based on (d) and (e) as to 
whether the concentrations of the 
pollutants in the body of groundwater are 
such as would result in failure to achieve
the environmental objectives specified in 
Article 4 of Directive 2000/60/EC for 
associated surface waters or any significant 
deterioration of the ecological or chemical 
quality of such bodies or any significant 
damage to terrestrial ecosystems which 
depend directly on the body of 
groundwater.

(b) drinking water supplies are not being 
protected in accordance with Article 7 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC.

Or. en
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Justification

The amendment strengthens and simplifies the Commission’s proposed common procedure for 
deriving threshold values. It requires Member States to focus on what is important to the particular 
groundwater body, the risks posed by pollutants, and how the threshold value is measured.  It also 
links the setting of threshold values to the WFD meaning of “good status”, and adds a condition to 
protect drinking water sources in accordance with the WFD.  

To introduce common standards would be to ignore the variability of the natural quality of 
groundwater not only between, but also within, aquifers (eg. chloride can  vary naturally from 20 
mg/l to over 10,000 mg/l within a distance of 10km ). Groundwater’s roles in supporting ecosystems 
and other uses also varies. Imposing common standards would be like standardising shoes to a 
single size and design. Sometimes they would be too tight, sometimes  too loose.

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 199
Annex II, point f a (new)

(fa) an assessment of these concentrations in 
relation to the objectives of Article 7 of 
Directive 2000/60/ECconcerning waters used 
for the abstraction of drinking water.

Or. en

Justification

The groundwater aspect as source for the drinking water supply should be included in the 
assessment.

Amendment by Dorette Corbey  

Amendment 200
Annex II, point f a (new)

(fa)  an assessment of these concentrations 
in relation to the objectives of Article 7 of 
Directive 2000/60/EC concerning  waters 
used for the abstraction of drinking water.

Or. en

Justification

The groundwater aspect as source for the drinking water supply should be included in the 
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assessment.

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 201
Annex II, point f b (new)

(fb) the measured or calculated quantities 
and concentrations of pollutants in the 
sources for public drinking water supply;

Or. en

Justification

The groundwater aspect as source for the drinking water supply should be included in the 
assessment.
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Amendment by Dorette Corbey  

Amendment 202
Annex II, point f b (new)

(fb)  the measured or calculated quantities 
and concentrations of pollutants in the 
sources for public drinking water supply;

Or. en

Justification

The groundwater aspect as source for the drinking water supply should be included in the 
assessment.

Amendment by Dimitrios Papadimoulis

Amendment 203
Annex III

Delete ANNEX III

Or. en

Justification

The basis for the choice of core list of pollutants is not specified and appears arbitrary. The WFD 
requires Member States to consider any pollutant that is placing the achievement of its 
environmental objectives at risk. This is the most cost-effective approach to environmental 
protection. The introduction of a core list of pollutants on top of the risk-based approach will add 
costs for no added environmental benefit.

Amendment by Holger Krahmer

Amendment 204
Annex III Part A.1 - Table Row 4

Substance or ion Substance or ion

Chloride deleted

Or. de
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Justification

The classification of chloride as a pollutant is not appropriate since, as yet, there are no 
human toxicological values for chloride for drinking water or any other data showing eco-
toxicological effects. Chloride is not listed in Directive 2003/40/EC of 16 May 2003, for 
example, and should not therefore be regarded as a critical component. Mineral waters, for 
example, may have a chloride content of up to 5.1 g/l.

Moreover, the classification is not logical in the light of the fact that chloride is not among 
the pollutants referred to in Annex VIII of the EU water framework directive 2000/60/EC; 
even the pollutants referred to there as 'hazardous' were not all included in the proposal for 
the groundwater directive.

Amendment by María Sornosa Martínez

Amendment 205
Annex III - Part A.1 - Table, fourth row

Substance or ion

Chloride
Substance or ion

deleted

Or. es

Justification

The table includes chloride and sulphate ions, which are described as pollutants in the title to 
the annex and in the articles of the directive which refer to it.  This is a questionable 
description (they are not included in Annex VIII to framework directive 2000/600/EC) and 
maintaining these elements in the table would have undesirable consequences:

(a)  Article 4(2) allows the Commission to propose a directive amending Annex I, in other 
words establishing fixed quality standards for chlorides and sulphates.  This does not make 
sense as these substances are naturally present in water in high and very high concentrations 
in many aquifers in the European Union.

(b) These substances would have to be included in the trend analyses (see Annex IV.1.1. and 
Article 4(1)), with the corresponding requirement for reversal if they reach 75% of the quality 
standard or threshold value.
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Amendment by María Sornosa Martínez

Amendment 206
Annex III - Part A.1 - Table, seventh row

Substance or ion

Sulphate

Substance or ion

deleted

Or. es

Justification

The table includes chloride and sulphate ions, which are described as pollutants in the title to 
the annex and in the articles of the directive which refer to it.  This is a questionable 
description (they are not included in Annex VIII to framework directive 2000/600/EC) and 
maintaining these elements in the table would have undesirable consequences:

(a)  Article 4(2) allows the possibility for the Commission to propose a directive amending 
Annex I, in other words establishing fixed quality standards for chlorides and sulphates.  This 
does not make sense as these substances are naturally present in water in high and very high 
concentrations in many aquifers in the European Union.

(b) These substances would have to be included in the trend analyses (see Annex IV.1.1. and 
Article 4(1)), with the corresponding requirement for reversal if they reach 75% of the quality 
standard or threshold value.

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 207
Annex III - Part A.1 - Table, seventh row

Substance or ion

Sulphate
Substance or ion

deleted

Or. es

Justification

In some Member States the formation of sulphates in groundwater occurs naturally, not as a 
result of pollution.
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Amendment by Holger Krahmer

Amendment 208
Annex III Part A.1 - Table Row 7

Substance or ion Substance or ion

Sulphate deleted

Or. de

Justification

The substance 'sulphate' should be deleted from the list in Annex III as sulphate has no toxic 
effect and should not therefore be classified as a pollutant. In addition, natural sulphate 
deposits are widespread in Europe. Sulphate is also an important component of natural 
mineral water (see Directive 2003/40/EC of 16.05.2003).

Amendment by Dan Jørgensen

Amendment 209
Annex III, Part A.1 - Table, 7th row (a) (new)

Substance or ion Substance or ion

Phosphorus

Or. da

Justification

Phosphorus poses a serious threat to the chemical quality of groundwater both at present and 
in the longer term.
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Amendment by Dan Jørgensen

Amendment 210
Annex III, Part A.1 - Table, 7th row (a) (new)

Substance or ion Substance or ion

Copper

Or. da

Justification

The added substances pose a long-term threat to the chemical quality of groundwater.

Amendment by Dan Jørgensen

Amendment 211
Annex III , Part A.1 - Table, row 7 (b) (new)

Substance or ion Substance or ion

Zinc

Or. da

Justification

The added substances pose a long-term threat to the chemical quality of groundwater.

Amendment by Dan Jørgensen

Amendment 212
Annex III, Part A.1 - Table, row 7 (c) (new)

Substance or ion Substance or ion

Aluminium

Or. da

Justification

The added substances pose a long-term threat to the chemical quality of groundwater.
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Amendment by Johannes Blokland

Amendment 213
Annex III, Part B, point 1.2

1.2 Information on each of the bodies of 
groundwater characterised as being at risk, 
in particular the size of the bodies, the 
relationship between the bodies of 
groundwater and the associated surface 
waters and dependent terrestrial ecosystems 
and, in case of naturally occurring 
substances, the background levels in the 
bodies of groundwater.

1.2 Information on each of the bodies of 
groundwater characterised as being at risk, 
in particular the size of the bodies, the 
relationship between the bodies of 
groundwater and the associated surface 
waters and dependent terrestrial ecosystems, 
the use of groundwater as a source of water 
for human consumption, and, in case of 
naturally occurring substances, the 
background levels in the bodies of 
groundwater.

Or. nl

Justification

Because groundwater is the main source of drinking water in the European Union, Member 
States should indicate whether a body of groundwater characterised as being at risk can also 
be used as a source of drinking water, as required by Article 7(1) of Directive 2000/60/EC.

Amendment by Dan Jørgensen

Amendment 214
Annex III, Part B 2, .point 2.2

2.2.The relationship between the threshold 
values and, in the case of naturally occurring 
substances, the observed background levels. 

2.2. The relationship between the threshold 
values and, in the case of naturally occurring 
substances, the observed background levels. 
Where there are no known background 
levels in groundwater for naturally 
occurring substances, the background 
levels shall be established according to the 
best professional estimate.

Or. da

Justification

In a number of cases the background level will not be known until after prolonged monitoring 
- for some groups  of bodies of groundwater it may also be difficult to find bodies of such 
water where a natural background level can be measured. In both eventualities it will be 
necessary to establish background levels on the basis of qualified professional estimates.
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Amendment by Dorette Corbey  

Amendment 215
Annex III, Part B, point 2, point 2.3

2.3 The manner in which economic and 
social costs were taken into account in
establishing the threshold values.

2.3 The programme of measures to be set 
up by Member States includes the 
reasoning for the manner in which the 
economic and social costs are taken into 
account to assess the measures aimed at 
achieving a good status.

Or. en

Justification

Economic and social costs should not be a consideration for establishing threshold values, but 
should be considered in assessing the measures which may be taken to achieve a good status.

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 216
Annex III, Part B, point 2, point 2.3

2.3 The manner in which economic and 
social costs were taken into account in
establishing the threshold values.

2.3 The programme of measures to be set 
up by Member States includes the 
reasoning for the manner in which the 
economic and social costs are taken into 
account to assess the measures aimed at 
achieving a good status.

Or. en

Justification

Economic and social costs should not be a consideration for establishing threshold values, but 
should be considered in assessing the measures which may be taken to achieve a good status.

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin 

Amendment 217
Annex III a (new)

ANNEX IIIa



PE 350.247v01 94/102 AM\550205EN.doc

EN

Substances to be prevented from entering 
groundwater

1. Substances which meet the criteria for 
classification as carcinogenic, mutagenic 
or as toxic for reproduction category 1 or 2 
according to Directive 67/548/EEC;
2. Substances which are persistent, 
bioaccumulative and toxic;
3. Substances which are very persistent and 
very bioaccumulative;
4. Substances which have the potential to 
disrupt hormone functions in aquatic biota;
5. Substances which give rise to the same 
level of concern as those referred to under 
points 1to  4; or
6. Substances which have breakdown 
products meeting any of the above 
properties.

Or. en

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 218
ANNEX IV

ANNEX IV ANNEX IV
IDENTIFICATION AND REVERSAL OF 

SIGNIFICANT AND SUSTAINED 
UPWARD TRENDS

IDENTIFICATION AND REVERSAL OF 
SIGNIFICANT AND SUSTAINED 

UPWARD TRENDS

1. IDENTIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANT 
AND SUSTAINED UPWARD TRENDS

1. IDENTIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANT 
AND SUSTAINED UPWARD TRENDS

paragraphs: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6 are 
deleted

For the purpose of  identifying significant 
and sustained  upward trends in the 
concentration of any pollutant in 
groundwater, Member States shall select 
monitoring frequencies and monitoring 
locations such as are sufficient to:
- provide the information necessary to 
ensure that upward trends resulting from 
the impacts of human activity can be 
distinguished from natural variation with 
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an adequate level of confidence and 
precision; and
- enable upward trends to be identified in 
sufficient time to implement trend reversal 
measures aimed at preventing, or at least 
mitigating as far as practicable, 
environmentally significant detrimental 
change in groundwater quality.

Methods of monitoring and analysis 
shall be used that conform to 
appropriate international standards or 
national standards designed to ensure 
the provision of data of equivalent 
scientific quality and comparability.

2. STARTING POINTS FOR TREND 
REVERSALS

2. STARTING POINTS FOR TREND 
REVERSALS

Paragraphs 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.6, 2.7 
are deleted

The starting point for trend reversal shall 
be when the concentration of a pollutant 
reaches 75 % of any quality standard or 
threshold value, an exceedance of which 
would  result in an  environmentally 
significant detrimental change in 
groundwater quality, unless:
- an earlier starting point is required to 
enable trend reversal measures to cost-
effectively prevent, or at least mitigate as 
far as practicable, any environmentally 
significant detrimental change in 
groundwater quality;
- a different starting point is necessary 
because of technical difficulties in 
measuring the presence of a trend at the 
concentration concerned; or
- the rate of increase and the reversibility of 
the trend are such that a later starting point 
for trend reversal measures would still 
enable trend reversal measures to cost-
effectively prevent, or at least mitigate as 
far as practicable, any environmentally 
significant detrimental change in 
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groundwater quality.

Member States shall publish in the river 
basin management plans required under 
Article 13 of Directive 2000/60/EC a 
summary of the reasons for selecting the 
starting points identified.

Or. en

Justification

The Commission’s proposal to include prescribed monitoring frequencies and fixed starting points 
for trend reversal could result in delays in detecting environmentally significant trends and prevent 
timely action to reverse them  and avert significant environmental damage.  Fixed monitoring 
frequencies could also lead to an inappropriate level of monitoring to characterise a trend. This is 
not a cost-effective or scientifically robust approach.

This amendment requires Member States to select monitoring frequencies and starting points for 
trend reversal that ensure the identification and reversal of trends in time to prevent them causing 
significant impacts. To ensure a consistent approach, it requires Member States to determine 
frequencies and starting points using common criteria. The right frequencies and starting points 
will depend on the characteristics of the groundwater bodies and pollutants concerned.

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Marie Anne Isler Béguin 

Amendment 219
Annex IV, paragraph 1.2, point (a)

(a) the assessment shall be based on 
arithmetic mean values of the mean values 
of the individual monitoring points in each 
bodies or groups of bodies of groundwater 
bodies, as calculated on the basis of a 
quarterly, a half-yearly or an annual 
monitoring frequency.

(a) the evaluation of the measurements 
obtained from the monitoring programme 
shall be based on an analysis of trends at 
each individual measurement point in each 
body or group of bodies of groundwater.

Or. en

Justification

Averaging samples over time will mean that significant concentrations of pollutants can be diluted 
in the findings.

Amendment by María Sornosa Martínez

Amendment 220
Annex IV, point 12, letter a)
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(a) the assessment shall be based on 
arithmetic mean values of the mean values 
of the individual monitoring points in each 
bodies or groups of bodies of groundwater 
bodies, as calculated on the basis of a 
quarterly, a half-yearly or an annual 
monitoring frequency.

(a) the assessment shall be based on 
arithmetic mean values of the mean values 
of the individual monitoring points in each 
body or group of bodies of groundwater 
bodies, as calculated on the basis of a 
quarterly, a half-yearly or an annual 
monitoring frequency.  It is necessary to 
ensure that the monitoring points are 
comparable.

Or. es

Justification

There are considerable differences in the natural chemical composition of groundwater,  not 
only between different groundwater bodies, but also within the same groundwater body.  For 
example, there are chemical differences between groundwater close to the surface and 
groundwater at greater depth.  Accordingly, a proper assessment requires the monitoring 
points to be comparable, for example with regard to geological conditions.

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 221
Annex IV Point 1.2  (c) Introduction

(c) the minimum number of data values and 
the minimum length of time series are laid 
down in the following table. The time series 
shall not exceed 15 years.

(c) the minimum number of data values and 
the minimum length of time series are laid 
down in the following table. The time series 
shall not exceed 6 years

Or. de

Justification

If new periods of time are to be laid down, they should coincide with the 6 year schedule 
already set.

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 222
Annex IV Point 1.2  (c) Table Column 2. Row 1
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Monitoring                Minimum number 
frequency of years
Annual  8   

Monitoring                Minimum number 
frequency of years
Annual                                               6   

Or. de

Justification

If new periods of time are to be laid down, they should coincide with the 6 year schedule 
already set.

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 223
Annex IV Point 1.2 (c) Table Column 3

Monitoring             Maximum
frequency number of years
Annual                              15

Half-yearly                        15
Quarterly  15  
 

Monitoring                     Maximum
frequency number of years
Annual                              6

Half-yearly                        6
Quarterly  6  
 

Or. de

Justification

If new periods of time are to be laid down, they should coincide with the 6 year schedule 
already set.

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 224
Annex IV, point 1.6 a (new)

1.6.a When quantifying groundwater 
bodies the Member States - in cooperation 
with the bodies responsible for river basin 
districts - shall determine an aquifer’s 
water balance and level by using 
appropriate indicators defined on the basis 
of historical data and the monitoring 
networks developed for the purpose.
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Or. es

Justification

The Member States (acting through their appropriate bodies) know most about the trends in 
groundwater levels, thanks to control and monitoring networks. The fact that aquifers differ 
on account of the widely varying geology within the European Union should be taken into 
account.

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 225
Annex IV Point 2.3 Introduction

2.3 The minimum number of measurement 
values and the minimum length of time 
series for the analysis of trend reversal in 
years includes and depends on the selected 
monitoring frequency according to 
paragraph 1.2 item (c) of this Annex and is 
laid down in the following table. The time 
series shall not exceed 30 years.

2.3 The minimum number of measurement 
values and the minimum length of time 
series for the analysis of trend reversal in 
years includes and depends on the selected 
monitoring frequency according to 
paragraph 1.2 item (c) of this Annex and is 
laid down in the following table. The time 
series shall not exceed 6 years.

Or. de

Justification

If new periods of time are to be laid down, they should coincide with the 6 year schedule 
already set.

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 226
Annex IV Point 2.3 Table Column 2 Row 1

Monitoring          Minimum number 
frequency of years
Annual                                              14   

Monitoring                Minimum number 
frequency of years
Annual                           6   
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Or. de

Justification

If new periods of time are to be laid down, they should coincide with the 6 year schedule 
already set.

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 227
Annex IV Point 2.3 Table Column 3

Monitoring                     Maximum
frequency number of years
Annual                              30

Half-yearly                        30
Quarterly   30  
 

Monitoring                     Maximum
frequency number of years
Annual                              6

Half-yearly                        6
Quarterly   6  
 

Or. de

Justification

If new periods of time are to be laid down, they should coincide with the 6 year schedule 
already set.


