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Proposal for a resolution

Amendment by Konstantinos Hatzidakis

Amendment 1
Paragraph 1, point (i)

(i) considers that economic, (deletion) social and territorial cohesion must remain a key 
basic component in defining European integration; considers therefore that the 
Cohesion Fund must continue to serve the Union’s objective of promoting cohesion 
and solidarity between Member States;

Or. el

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 2
Paragraph 1, point (i a) (new)

(ia) supports the proposal to encompass the Cohesion Fund within the new 
‘convergence’ objective, thus creating a link between Objective 1 programmes and 
Cohesion Fund assistance, and considers that a political solution should be sought 
for the Union territories that will be excluded in future as a result of enlargement;

Or. es
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Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez, and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 3
Paragraph 1, point (i a) (new)

(ia) requests that, during the new period, whenever referring to economic and social 
cohesion, reference be made in addition to the concept of territorial cohesion and 
that special attention be brought to bear with a view to developing this new concept;

Or. es

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach and Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 4
Paragraph 1, point (iii)

(iii) asks for support for the increase in the financial allocation for the Cohesion Fund from 
€ 18 billion (for the period 2000-2006) to € 62.99 billion and calls for an equal
distribution between the eligible sectors of the environment and transport 
infrastructure coupled with some flexibility in intervention by the Fund;

Or. en

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg

Amendment 5
Paragraph 1, point (iii)

(iii) asks for support for the increase in the financial allocation for the Cohesion Fund from 
€ 18 billion (for the period 2000-2006) to € 62.99 billion and for a (deletion) 
distribution between the eligible sectors of the environment and transport 
infrastructure coupled with some flexibility in intervention by the Fund;

Or. en

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 6
Paragraph 1, point (iii)

(iii) asks for support for the increase in the financial allocation for the Cohesion Fund from 
€ 18 billion (for the period 2000-2006) to € 62.99 billion and for a balanced 
distribution between the eligible sectors of the environment and transport 
infrastructure coupled with some flexibility in intervention by the Fund, but considers 
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this increase to be insufficient to cope with the cohesion needs arising from an 
enlarged EU;

Or. en

Amendment by Zita Gurmai

Amendment 7
Paragraph 1, point (iii a) (new)

(iiia) notes that the number of eligible countries may grow from the present 3 to 13 by 2009, 
adding some 108 million citizens to the 60 million beneficiaries of today;

Or. en

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 8
Paragraph 1, point (iii a) (new)

(iiia) maintains that, in addition to the trans-European transport networks, projects to 
improve regional networks and make them safe and operational should likewise 
be eligible under the Cohesion Fund;

Or. it

Amendment by Sérgio Marques

Amendment 9
Paragraph 1, point (iii a) (new)

(iiia) requests that ports and airports in the outermost regions be deemed to be 
included within the scope of Article 2(1);

Or. pt

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach, Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 10
Point 1, Paragraph (iii a) (new)

(iiia) emphasises the potential of the Cohesion Fund to implement the EU environmental 
legislation, including the Water Framework Directive, and the proper management 
of the Natura 2000 network and calls for encouragement of smaller, locally adapted 
projects in support of such measures;
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Or. en

Amendment by Oldřich Vlasák

Amendment 11
Paragraph 1, point (iii a) (new)

(iiia) calls on the Commission to enable the use of the Cohesion Fund for the 
revitalisation of panel housing estates built in the second half of last century, as 
they represent a major urban threat due to the accumulated economic, 
environmental and social risks;

Or. en

Amendment by Konstantinos Hatzidakis

Amendment 12
Paragraph 1, point (iii) (a) (new)

(iii)α calls for coastal shipping, sea links to smaller islands and cross-connections by air 
between first and second category airports to be specifically included in the 
individual transport sectors belonging to the area of intervention of the Cohesion 
Fund (Article 2, paragraph 3);

Or. el

Amendment by Miroslav Mikolášik

Amendment 13
Paragraph 1, point (iii a) (new)

(iiia) calls for the inclusion in Article 2 of the Regulation establishing a Cohesion Fund 
of an explicit reference to, and recognition of, the role which the Cohesion Fund 
has to play in removing barriers and ensuring the social inclusion of disadvantaged 
groups and, in particular, in removing barriers for people with disabilities;

Or. en
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Amendment by Richard Howitt, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 14
Paragraph 1, point (iii a) (new)

(iiia) calls for the inclusion in Article 2 of the Regulation establishing a Cohesion Fund 
of an explicit reference to, and recognition of, the role which the Cohesion Fund 
has to play in removing barriers and ensuring the social inclusion of disadvantaged 
groups and, in particular, in removing barriers for people with disabilities.

Or. en

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez, and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 15
Paragraph 1, point (iii a) (new)

(iiia) calls on the Commission to prevent discrimination on grounds of disability by 
making accessibility a condition for any project to be supported under the Fund;

Or. es

Amendment by István Pálfi and László Surján

Amendment 16
Paragraph 1, point (iii a) (new)

(iii) a stresses that conscious efforts are needed to prevent tension developing between 
those regions which are able to participate in the Cohesion Fund following 
enlargement of the EU, and those which, owing to the statistical effect, may 
suddenly have been deprived of subsidies; 

Or. hu

Amendment by István Pálfi and László Surján

Amendment 17
Paragraph 1, point (iii b) (new)

(iii) b considers that the final financial agreement must ensure that we are able to meet 
the political challenges of our age, chief among which is the reform of the cohesion 
policy. To that end 0.41% of the EU’s Gross National Product (GNP) is the 
appropriate level; 

Or. hu
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Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 18
Paragraph 1, point (iii a) (new)

(iiia) considers that, following the conclusions of the European Spring Council of 22 and 
23 March concerning the revision of the Stability and Growth Pact, in which it is 
stated that the “purpose of the excessive deficit procedure is to assist rather than to 
punish”, the conditions applying to access to Fund assistance (Article 4 of the 
proposal for a Regulation establishing a Cohesion Fund) should be removed in 
order to help cohesion countries to cope with the need for heavy investment in 
infrastructure in particular and accordingly help ensure real convergence;

Or. en

Amendment by Konstantinos Hatzidakis

Amendment 19
Paragraph 1, point (iii) (a) (new)

(iii)α considers that the suspension of all or part of financial aid from the Fund in the 
event of the decision provided for in Article 104, paragraph 8, of the EC Treaty, 
must be the subject of a special decision by the Council and not occur automatically, 
as provided for by the proposal for a regulation;

Or. el

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 20
Paragraph 1, point (iii b) (new)

(iiib) calls for consistency to be ensured between projects financed by the Cohesion 
Fund and those financed under other Community programmes, especially where 
Natura 2000 is concerned; 

Or. it

Amendment by Zita Gurmai

Amendment 21
Paragraph 1, point (iii b) (new)

(iiib) welcomes the extension of the scope of assistance to energy efficiency and renewable 
energy, as their application potential is great in the countries involved and consequent 
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benefits, including improved air quality, the creation of new jobs and enhanced social 
justice, are of common European interest;

Or. en

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 22
Paragraph 1, point (iv)

deleted

Or. pl

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 23
Paragraph 1, point (iv)

(iv) considers that the rules relating to the major projects governed by Articles 38-40 of the 
proposal for a general regulation should be explicitly incorporated in the regulation on 
the Cohesion Fund so as to make for greater transparency;

Or. it

Amendment by Konstantinos Hatzidakis

Amendment 24
Paragraph 1, point (vi)

deleted

Or. el

Amendment by Rolf Berend

Amendment 25
Paragraph 1, point (vi)

(vi) takes the view that the coordination of the Cohesion Fund with the ERDF under the 
development priority of convergence is basically positive and that the Cohesion 
Fund should be given its own priority alongside the ERDF in national 
programming;
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Or. de

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach, Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 26
Paragraph 1, point (vii)

deleted

Or. en

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 27
Paragraph 1, point (vii)

(vii) underlines the need to introduce a flexibility clause, combined with a stringent 
checking procedure, concerning the ineligibility of expenditure on the purchase of 
land for an amount exceeding 10% of the total eligible expenditure for the operation 
concerned in Article 3(3) of this regulation in order to allow a project to be carried out 
in cases where this figure is inadequate and may pose problems for implementation;

Or. it

Amendment by Adam Jerzy Bielan and Mieczysław Edmund Janowski

Amendment 28
Paragraph 1, point (vii)

(vii) underlines the need to introduce a flexibility clause concerning the ineligibility of 
refundable VAT, housing, with the exception of social housing and the costs of 
developing municipal land on which housing is being built, and expenditure on the 
purchase of land for an amount exceeding 10% of the total eligible expenditure for the 
operation concerned in Article 3(3) of this regulation in order to allow a project to be 
carried out in cases where this figure is inadequate and may pose problems for 
implementation;

Or. pl
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Amendment by Alain Hutchinson

Amendment 29
Paragraph 1, point vii)

(vii) underlines the need to introduce a flexibility clause concerning the ineligibility of 
expenditure on the purchase of land for an amount exceeding 10% of the total eligible 
expenditure for the operation concerned in Article 3(3) of this regulation in order to 
allow a project to be carried out in cases where this figure is inadequate and may pose 
problems for implementation; considers, however, that expenditure for the 
renovation of social housing with a view to achieving energy savings, protecting the 
environment and meeting the objective of social cohesion, should be made eligible; 

Or. fr

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 30
Paragraph 1, point (viia) (new)

(viia) requests that the current eligibility principles for VAT be maintained;

Or. pl

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach, Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 31
Paragraph 1, point (vii a) (new)

(viia) calls for the suspension of funding for projects that are developed in breach of EU 
environmental legislation;

Or. en

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach, Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 32
Paragraph 1, point (vii b) (new)

(viib) calls upon the Commission to monitor whether Strategic Environmental Assessment 
is being applied in a systematic manner to all proposed transport development plans 
and to withhold approval of plans in those cases where this is not being done;

Or. en
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Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 33
Paragraph 1, point (viii)

(viii) asks the Commission to draw up a list of indicative priorities in the programming 
phase to enable project outcomes to be assessed, not least from the qualitative point 
of view, along with the effectiveness of Community funding;

Or. it

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach, Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 34
Paragraph 1, point (viii)

(viii) asks the Commission to draw up a list of indicative priorities in the programming 
phase for the quality and assessment of project outcomes, for the effectiveness of 
Community funding and its contribution to sustainability in all the areas financed by 
the Cohesion Fund;

Or. en

Amendment by Vladimír Železný

Amendment 35
Paragraph 1, point (ix)

(ix) requests the Commission to introduce the principle of a ‘premium system’ so that 
beneficiary Member States whose per capita gross national income (GNI) is less 
than 90% of the Community average are encouraged to foster the development of 
high-quality project management skills;

Or. en

Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach, Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 36
Paragraph 1, point (ix)

(ix) requests the Commission to introduce the principle of a ‘premium system’ so that the 
progress achieved by the best performing Member States can be rewarded, especially 
in terms of better evaluation of funded projects, better cost-benefit analysis, 
innovation and contribution to sustainable development;

Or. en
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Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 37
Paragraph 1, point (ix)

(ix) requests the Commission to introduce the principle of a ‘premium system’ so that the 
progress achieved by the best performing Member States can be rewarded, provided 
that the premium does not exceed the ceiling on aid;

Or. pl

Amendment by Oldřich Vlasák

Amendment 38
Paragraph 1, point (x)

(x) feels it would be helpful to enhance intervention by national, regional and local 
administrations in implementing the Cohesion Fund through specific support measures 
and application of 'best practice';

Or. en

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 39
Paragraph 1, point (xi)

(xi) rejects the application of the automatic decommitment rule (the N+2 rule) to the 
Cohesion Fund and recalls the specificities and objectives of this Fund; however, if 
carried ,, calls for flexibility in its application, namely during the first three years of 
the new programming period, 

Or. en

Amendment by István Pálfi and László Surján

Amendment 40
Paragraph 1, point (xi)

(xi) rejects, as regards the structural funds, any further weakening of the N+2 rule 
proposed for major projects, since the benefits of this rule have been demonstrated 
through its effectiveness in improving the efficient implementation of funds over the 
current programming period; while maintaining financial discipline and in the 
interest of achieving regional cohesion, calls for the application, for a transitional 
but limited period, of the n+3 rule to projects supported by the Cohesion Fund ; at 
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the same time, urges that a detailed analysis be carried out on the application of the 
n+2 rule from the point of view of economic expediency.

Or. hu

Amendment by Rolf Berend, Markus Pieper and Manfred Weber

Amendment 41
Paragraph 1, point (xi)

(xi) supports application of the automatic decommitment rule (the N+2 rule) to the 
Cohesion Fund; (deletion)

Or. de

Amendment by Adam Jerzy Bielan and Mieczysław Edmund Janowski

Amendment 42
Paragraph 1, point (xi)

(xi) supports targeted application of the automatic decommitment rule (the N+2 rule) to 
the Cohesion Fund; however, calls for flexibility in its application during the first 
three years of the new programming period;

Or. pl

Amendment by Rolf Berend and Markus Pieper

Amendment 43
Paragraph 1, point (xii)

deleted

Or. de

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska,

Amendment 44
Paragraph 1, point (xii)

deleted

Or. pl
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Amendment by Gisela Kallenbach, Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 45
Paragraph 1, point (xii)

deleted

Or. en

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 46
Paragraph 1, point (xii)

(xii) considers that the regulation on the Cohesion Fund must define the conditions and 
detailed arrangements for a transitional mechanism for phasing out the aid granted to 
beneficiary Member States whose per capita gross national income (GNI) is more than 
90% of the Community average in order to avoid grave economic disruption as a 
result of a reduction in aid, which implies an increase in the financial resources 
accordingly (about € 3 billion more for the period 2007-2013);

Or. en

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez, and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 47
Paragraph 1, point (xii)

(xii) considers that the regulation on the Cohesion Fund must define the conditions and 
detailed arrangements for a transitional mechanism for phasing out the aid granted to 
beneficiary Member States whose per capita gross national income (GNI) is more than 
90% of the Community average in order to avoid grave economic disruption as a result 
of a reduction in aid; considers that it would be useful, as it already called for in 
connection with the previous financial perspective, to establish such a transitional 
mechanism, similar to the one now provided for the Structural Funds, in order to 
avert serious economic disruption and consolidate the convergence achieved;

Or. es
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Amendment by Josu Ortuondo Larrea

Amendment 48
Paragraph 1, point (xii a) (new)

(xiia) also considers that nothing in the regulation must prevent the Council from 
approving an arrangement whereby previous Cohesion Fund recipient Member 
States whose GNI had risen to more than 90% of the European average, not 
because they had increased their wealth in constant absolute terms, but purely 
on account of the statistical effect resulting from the fact that new Member 
States had joined the Union, could continue to receive Fund assistance, in 
decreasing annual amounts, in the programming period following the one in 
which they exceeded the above-mentioned figure of 90% of the average income;

Or. es

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 49
Paragraph 1, point (xiia) (new)

(xiia) calls for the adoption of appropriate transitional rules to ensure a gradual and 
effective changeover to the new principles;

Or. pl

Amendment by Simon Busuttil

Amendment 50
Paragraph 1, point (xii a) (new)

(xiia) calls on the Commission to take into account, when establishing the criteria for the 
distribution key of the fund, the specific characteristics of island Member States 
eligible under the Cohesion Fund in view of the fact that they suffer from severe 
and permanent natural and demographic handicaps, in particular a very high 
population density, resulting in a disparity in the level of development and in 
difficulties in fully integrating into the internal market;

Or. en
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