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Amendment by Alain Hutchinson

Amendment 26
Article 1, paragraph 1

This Regulation establishes that tasks of the 
European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF), the scope of its assistance with 
regard to the ‘Convergence’, ‘Regional 
competitiveness and employment’, and 
‘European territorial co-operation’ 
objectives as defined in Article 3 of 
Regulation (EC) No (…) laying down 
general provisions for the European 
Regional Development Fund, the European
Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund, and the 
types of expenditure eligible for assistance.

This Regulation establishes that tasks of the 
European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF), the scope of its assistance with 
regard to the ‘Convergence’, ‘Regional 
competitiveness, employment and social 
inclusion’, and ‘European territorial co-
operation’ objectives as defined in Article 3 
of Regulation (EC) No (…) laying down 
general provisions for the European 
Regional Development Fund, the European 
Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund, and the 
types of expenditure eligible for assistance.
(This amendment applies throughout the 
text. Adopting it will necessitate 
corresponding changes throughout.)

Or. fr
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Justification

The Commission reform is based on the necessary link between reform of the Structural 
Funds and the Lisbon Strategy. Unfortunately, for many reasons, implementation of the 
Lisbon Strategy’s social dimension is currently inadequate.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 27
Recital 1

(1) Article 160 of the Treaty provides that 
the European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF) is intended to help redress the main 
regional imbalances in the Community. The 
ERDF therefore contributes to reducing the 
gap between the levels of development of 
the various regions and the extent to which 
the less-favoured regions and islands, 
including rural areas, are lagging behind.

(1) Article 160 of the Treaty provides that 
the European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF) is intended to help redress the main 
regional imbalances in the Community. The 
ERDF therefore contributes to reducing the 
gap between the levels of development of 
the various regions and the extent to which 
the less favoured regions and islands, 
including rural areas and the outermost 
regions, are lagging behind, and to 
promoting sustainable development.

Or. pt

Justification

Consistent with Article 299(2)TEC and the conclusions issued following the Göteborg 
European Council of 15 and 15 June 2001. 

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 28
Recital 1

(1) Article 160 of the Treaty provides that 
the European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF) is intended to help redress the main 
regional imbalances in the Community. The 
ERDF therefore contributes to reducing the 
gap between the levels of development of 
the various regions and the extent to which 
the less-favoured regions and islands,
including rural areas, are lagging behind.

(1) Article 160 of the Treaty provides that 
the European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF) is intended to help redress the main 
regional imbalances in the Community. The 
ERDF therefore contributes to reducing the 
gap between the levels of development of 
the various regions and the extent to which 
the less-favoured regions, including rural 
and urban areas, areas affected by 
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industrial transition and regions affected 
by serious and permanent natural or 
demographic disadvantages, areas with a 
low population density and island, 
transfrontier and mountain areas, are 
lagging behind.

Or. es

Justification

Special attention needs giving to all the areas that face permanent handicaps because of their 
geographical situation or difficulties with accessibility, as these impede their development 
and integration in the internal market.

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij, Markus Pieper

Amendment 29
Recital 3

(3) The ERDF should provide assistance 
within the framework of an overall strategy 
for cohesion policy which ensures greater 
concentration of assistance on the priorities 
of the Community, particularly outside the 
less-developed regions.

(3) The ERDF should provide assistance 
within the framework of an overall strategy 
for cohesion policy which ensures greater 
concentration of assistance on the priorities 
of the Community and seeks to address the 
underlying causes of regional disparities, 
particularly inside the less-developed 
regions.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment should be considered in conjunction with Article 2 and adds to the overall 
strategy of the ERDF to address and eradicate the causes of regional disparity.

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai and Bernard Poignant

Amendment 30
Recital 3

(3) The ERDF should provide assistance 
within the framework of an overall strategy 
for cohesion policy which ensures greater 
concentration of assistance on the priorities 

(3) The ERDF should be fully integrated 
within the framework of an overall strategy 
for cohesion policy which ensures greater 
concentration of assistance on the priorities 
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of the Community, particularly outside the 
less-developed regions.

of the Community, particularly outside the 
less-developed regions.

Or. fr

Justification

As one of the main tools of cohesion policy, the ERDF should not solely provide assistance 
but should target the same priorities by becoming part of the cohesion policy’s strategic 
framework. The term ‘assistance’ here is confusing. 

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai and Bernard Poignant

Amendment 31
Recital 4

(4) Regulation (EC) No (…) provides that 
the eligibility of expenditure is to be 
established at national level, with certain 
exceptions for which it is necessary to lay 
down specific provisions. The exceptions 
related to the ERDF should therefore be laid 
down.

(4) Regulation (EC) No (…) provides that 
the rules on eligibility of expenditure are to 
be established at national level, with certain 
exceptions for which it is necessary to lay 
down specific provisions. The exceptions 
related to the ERDF should therefore be laid 
down.

Or. fr

Justification

Regulation (EC) No (...) does not provide that the eligibility of specific expenditure is to be 
directly decided at national level but that the rules on eligibility of expenditure are to be 
established at national level, which enables the choices made to be more transparent.

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai and Bernard Poignant

Amendment 32
Recital 5

(5) Efficient and effective implementation of 
the action supported by the ERDF relies on 
good governance and partnership among all 
the relevant territorial and socio-economic 
actors, and in particular regional and local 
authorities.

(5) Efficient and effective implementation of 
the action supported by the ERDF relies on 
good governance and on the collaboration 
and involvement of all the relevant partners 
– territorial, socio-economic and 
environmental actors, and in particular 
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interregional, regional and local authorities 
– at all the programming stages: 
preparation, implementation, follow-up and 
evaluation.

Or. fr

Justification

It is important to bear in mind here that partnership with the relevant territorial actors has to 
be established at the different programming stages in order for the best use to be made of the 
ERDF.

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 33
Recital 5

(5) Efficient and effective implementation of 
the action supported by the ERDF relies on 
good governance and partnership among all 
the relevant territorial and socio-economic 
actors, and in particular regional and local 
authorities.

(5) Efficient and effective implementation of 
the action supported by the ERDF relies on 
good governance and partnership among all 
the relevant territorial and socio-economic 
actors, and in particular regional and local 
authorities; in such cases as prove 
necessary, cooperation between regional 
and local bodies, particularly those in 
urban areas, will be stepped up so as to 
fulfil common objectives.

Or. es

Justification

Improving participation at the closest level of government is essential to enable citizens better 
to understand Community action, and ensure that the Union’s intervention is more effective 
and simpler.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 34
Recital 5

(5) Efficient and effective implementation of (5) Efficient and effective implementation of 
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the action supported by the ERDF relies on 
good governance and partnership among all 
the relevant territorial and socio-economic 
actors, and in particular regional and local 
authorities.

the action supported by the ERDF relies on 
good governance and partnership among all 
the relevant territorial, socio-economic, and 
environmental actors, and in particular 
regional and local authorities, and on 
observance of the principles governing 
Community law.

Or. pt

Justification

Consistent with the Community legal order and the primacy of the principles governing it.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 35
Recital 5

(5) Efficient and effective implementation of 
the action supported by the ERDF relies on 
good governance and partnership among all 
the relevant territorial and socio-economic 
actors, and in particular regional and local 
authorities.

(5) Efficient and effective implementation of 
the action supported by the ERDF relies on 
good governance and partnership among all 
the relevant territorial and socio-economic 
actors, and in particular regional and local 
authorities, the social and environmental 
partners, and recognised non-governmental 
organisations responsible for promoting 
equality between men and women.

Or. de

Justification

This addition reflects Article 10 of the general provisions, listing all the groups referred to 
specifically there in paragraph 1(a), (b) and (c).

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai and Bernard Poignant

Amendment 36
Recital 5 a (new)

(5a) As part of the technical assistance 
provided for in Articles 43 and 44 of 
Regulation (EC) No (…), the ERDF may 
finance action relating to preparation, 
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monitoring, administrative and technical 
support, evaluation, audit and control 
necessary both for the public administrative 
services and for other relevant territorial 
actors, such as non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs), associations of 
elected representatives and socio-
professional and environmental 
organisations.

Or. fr

Justification

It is important to specify that territorial actors other than the State and regional and local 
authorities can claim the technical assistance necessary for implementing Regulation (EC) 
No (…) and each of the operational programmes because so far they have only rarely made 
use of it.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 37
Recital 6

(6) Building on the experience and strengths 
of the Urban Community initiative foreseen 
by Article 20(1)(b) of Council Regulation 
(EC) No 1260/1999 of 21 June 1999 laying 
down general provisions on the Structural 
Funds1, the urban dimension should be 
reinforced by fully integrating measures in 
that field into the operational programmes 
co-financed by the ERDF.

(6) Building on the experience and strengths 
of the Urban Community initiative foreseen 
by Article 20(1)(b) of Council Regulation 
(EC) No 1260/1999 of 21 June 1999 laying 
down general provisions on the Structural 
Funds1, the urban dimension should be 
reinforced by fully integrating measures in 
that field into the operational programmes 
co-financed by the ERDF. Local 
development and employment initiatives, 
and their potential for innovation, play a 
significant role in this connection.

__________________
1 OJ L 161, 26.6.1999, p. 1. Regulation as last 
amended by the 2003 Act of Accession.

__________________
1 OJ L 161, 26.6.1999, p. 1. Regulation as last 
amended by the 2003 Act of Accession.

Or. de
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Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 38
Recital 7

(7) Particular attention should be paid to 
guaranteeing complementarity and 
consistency between support granted by the 
ERDF and that granted by the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
pursuant to Regulation (EC) No (…) and by 
the European Fund for Fisheries pursuant to 
Regulation (EC) No (…). Programmes co-
financed by the ERDF should therefore 
support the diversification of the rural 
economies and the areas dependent on 
fisheries, away from traditional activities.

(7) Particular attention should be paid to 
guaranteeing complementarity and 
consistency between support granted by the 
ERDF and that granted by the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
pursuant to Regulation (EC) No (…) and by 
the European Fund for Fisheries pursuant to 
Regulation (EC) No (…). Programmes co-
financed by the ERDF should therefore 
support the diversification of the rural 
economies, the cultural dimension of rural 
areas, the development of tourism, the 
diversification of areas dependent on 
fisheries, away from traditional activities, 
and the creation of sustainable jobs, and 
help such regions to become more 
economically and socially attractive.

Or. de

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 39
Recital 7

(7) Particular attention should be paid to 
guaranteeing complementarity and 
consistency between support granted by the 
ERDF and that granted by the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
pursuant to Regulation (EC) No (…) and by 
the European Fund for Fisheries pursuant to 
Regulation (EC) No (…). Programmes co-
financed by the ERDF should therefore 
support the diversification of the rural 
economies and the areas dependent on 
fisheries, away from traditional activities.

(7) Particular attention should be paid to 
guaranteeing complementarity and 
consistency between support granted by the 
ERDF and that granted by the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
pursuant to Regulation (EC) No (…) and by 
the European Fund for Fisheries pursuant to 
Regulation (EC) No (…). Programmes co-
financed by the ERDF should therefore 
support the diversification of the rural 
economies and the areas dependent on
fisheries, away from traditional activities, 
following a sustainable development 
approach.    

Or. pt
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Justification

Consistent with the conclusions issued following the Göteborg European Council of 15 and 
16 June 2001.

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij, Markus Pieper

Amendment 40
Recital 8 a (new)

(8a) It is desirable to develop the means 
and areas of support available under the 
convergence objective by introducing a new 
mechanism of assistance to SMEs and a 
new approach to regional development by 
making available to SMEs free of any 
charge the fruits of research financed 
wholly by public funds.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment introduces an innovative approach to research. First, it obliges those 
research institutes financed wholly by public (European or national) budgets to offer the 
results of their research to SMEs seeking to transpose it into a concrete industrial 
application. Second, we shall essentially have a direct transfer of knowledge gained by public 
funds to those interested in developing it further for the purpose of regional development.

Amendment by Salvatore Tatarella

Amendment 41
Recital 8 a (new)

(8a) In addition, ERDF operations need to 
be coordinated more closely with the 
seventh framework programme.

Or. it

Justification

The ERDF has to be coordinated with the seventh framework programme in order to bring 
about the knowledge-based society called for by the Lisbon strategy, as referred to in Articles 
4 and 5 of the Commission proposal for a regulation.
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Amendment by Michl Ebner

Amendment 42
Recital 8 a (new)

(8a) Greater stress should be placed 
on the ERDF's potential in 
promoting economic and social 
integration, especially in 
multicultural and multilingual 
areas.

Or. de

Justification

The ERDF can be deployed to best effect in multicultural and multi-ethnic areas. This should 
be stressed explicitly, since such areas are usually in the vanguard when it comes to using the 
Funds to promote different cultures and languages.

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo and Fernando Fernández Martín

Amendment 43
Recital 9

(9) Specific attention should be paid to the 
outermost regions, namely by enlarging, on 
an exceptional basis, the scope of the ERDF 
to the financing of operating aid linked to 
the compensation of the additional costs in 
certain sectors. Such a derogation requires 
the use of Article 299(2) of the Treaty as a 
legal basis.

(9) Specific attention should be paid to the 
outermost regions, namely by enlarging, on 
an exceptional basis, the scope of the ERDF 
to the financing of operating aid linked to 
the compensation of the additional costs 
arising from their special social and 
economic structural situation, aggravated 
by their remoteness, insularity, small land 
area, adverse topography and climate and 
economic dependence on a small number 
of products, factors whose persistence and 
combination seriously affect their 
development and access to the internal 
market. Such a derogation requires the use 
of Article 299(2) of the Treaty as a legal 
basis, and Article III-424 of the Treaty 
establishing a Constitution for Europe.
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Or. es

Justification

The Regional Development Fund should address the market access difficulties facing all those 
areas affected by permanent handicaps due to their special geographical and economic 
features.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 44
Recital 9

(9) Specific attention should be paid to the 
outermost regions, namely by enlarging, on 
an exceptional basis, the scope of the ERDF 
to the financing of operating aid linked to 
the compensation of the additional costs in 
certain sectors. Such a derogation requires 
the use of Article 299(2) of the Treaty as a 
legal basis.

(9) Specific attention should be paid to the 
outermost regions, namely by enlarging, on 
an exceptional basis, the scope of the ERDF 
to the financing of operating aid linked to 
the compensation of the additional costs in 
certain sectors, in keeping with
Article 299(2) of the Treaty.

Or. pt

Justification

The need to apply existing Treaty provisions, not least Article 299(2), should be made clear.

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski and Adam Jerzy Bielan

Amendment 45
Recital 10

(10) The ERDF should address the 
problems of accessibility and remoteness 
from large markets confronting areas with 
an extremely low population density, as 
referred to in Protocol No 6 to the Act of 
Accession of Austria, Finland and Sweden. 
The ERDF should also address the specific 
difficulties encountered by certain islands, 
mountain areas and sparsely populated 
areas whose geographical situation slows 
down their development.

deleted
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Or. xm

Amendment by Rolf Berend, Manfred Weber, Markus Pieper and Maria Berger

Amendment 46
Recital 10

(10) The ERDF should address the problems 
of accessibility and remoteness from large 
markets confronting areas with an extremely 
low population density, as referred to in 
Protocol No 6 to the Act of Accession of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden. The ERDF 
should also address the specific difficulties 
encountered by certain islands, mountain 
areas and sparsely populated areas whose 
geographical situation slows down their 
development.

(10) The ERDF should address the problems 
of accessibility and remoteness from large 
markets confronting areas with an extremely 
low population density, as referred to in 
Protocol No 6 to the Act of Accession of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden. The ERDF 
should also address the specific difficulties
encountered by certain islands, mountain 
areas and sparsely populated areas arising 
from geographical or natural handicaps 
which slow down their development. In 
addition, attention should be paid to the 
specific problems of the regions which 
constituted the Community's external 
borders until 30 April 2004 and which no 
longer have that status.

Or. de

Justification

The border areas which formed the European Union's external borders prior to the accession 
of the eastern European Member States face particular challenges. The prosperity gap here is 
extreme. These regions lost out during the division of Europe, and should not now lose out a 
second time around. The success of the European Union's enlargement to the east will also be 
determined at the former junction point.  

Amendment by Rolf Berend, Manfred Weber, Markus Pieper and Maria Berger

Amendment 47
Recital 10

(10) The ERDF should address the problems 
of accessibility and remoteness from large 
markets confronting areas with an extremely 
low population density, as referred to in 
Protocol No 6 to the Act of Accession of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden. The ERDF 

(10) The ERDF should address the problems 
of accessibility and remoteness from large 
markets confronting areas with an extremely 
low population density, as referred to in 
Protocol No 6 to the Act of Accession of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden. The ERDF 
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should also address the specific difficulties 
encountered by certain islands, mountain 
areas and sparsely populated areas whose 
geographical situation slows down their 
development. 

should also address the specific difficulties
encountered by certain islands, mountain 
areas, sparsely populated areas and border 
regions arising from geographical or 
natural handicaps which slow down their 
development. 

Or. de

Justification

In the light of Article III-220 of the Constitution for Europe certain border regions are 
recognised as regions with particular problems. This must also be reflected in European 
solidarity.

Amendment by Salvatore Tatarella

Amendment 48
Recital 10

(10) The ERDF should address the problems 
of accessibility and remoteness from large 
markets confronting areas with an extremely 
low population density, as referred to in 
Protocol No 6 to the Act of Accession of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden. The ERDF 
should also address the specific difficulties 
encountered by certain islands, mountain 
areas and sparsely populated areas whose 
geographical situation slows down their 
development.

(10) The ERDF should address the problems 
of accessibility and remoteness from large 
markets confronting areas with an extremely 
low population density, as referred to in 
Protocol No 6 to the Act of Accession of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden. The ERDF 
should also address the specific difficulties 
encountered by certain islands, mountain 
areas and sparsely populated areas whose 
geographical situation or socio-economic 
factors slow down their development.

Or. it

Justification

Obstacles to the development of islands, mountain areas, and sparsely populated areas can 
result from a great many factors: to mention geographical location alone in connection with 
accessibility and remoteness from large markets would be to take too narrow a view.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 49
Recital  10

(10) The ERDF should address the problems (10) The ERDF should address the problems 
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of accessibility and remoteness from large 
markets confronting areas with an extremely 
low population density, as referred to in 
Protocol No 6 to the Act of Accession of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden. The ERDF 
should also address the specific difficulties 
encountered by certain islands, mountain 
areas and sparsely populated areas whose 
geographical situation slows down their 
development.

of accessibility and remoteness from large 
markets confronting areas with an extremely 
low population density, as referred to in 
Protocol No 6 to the Act of Accession of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden. The ERDF 
should also address the specific difficulties 
encountered by certain islands, mountain 
areas, border regions and sparsely populated 
areas whose geographical situation slows 
down their development, with the aim of 
supporting independent, sustainable 
development in these regions.

Or. de

Amendment by Margie Sudre

Amendment 50
Recital 10

(10) The ERDF should address the problems 
of accessibility and remoteness from large 
markets confronting areas with an extremely 
low population density, as referred to in 
Protocol No 6 to the Act of Accession of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden. The ERDF 
should also address the specific difficulties 
encountered by certain islands, mountain 
areas and sparsely populated areas whose 
geographical situation slows down their 
development.

(10) The ERDF should address the problems 
of accessibility and remoteness from large 
markets confronting areas with an extremely 
low population density, as referred to in 
Protocol No 6 to the Act of Accession of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden. The ERDF 
should also address the specific difficulties 
encountered by island regions, mountain 
areas and sparsely populated areas whose 
geographical situation slows down their 
development.

Or. fr

Justification

The terms used in Article III-220 of the Constitutional Treaty should be used.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 51
Recital  11

(11) The ERDF should ensure synergy with 
assistance from the European Social Fund 

(11) The ERDF should ensure synergy with 
assistance from the European Social Fund 
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and the Cohesion Fund. It should also ensure 
complementarity and consistency with other 
Community policies.

and the Cohesion Fund. It should also ensure 
complementarity and consistency with other 
Community policies. Such synergy must 
feature in national strategic reference 
frameworks and in the corresponding 
operational programmes.

Or. de

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 52
Recital  12

(12) It is necessary to lay down specific 
provisions concerning the programming, 
management, monitoring and control of 
operational programmes under the 
“European territorial cooperation” objective.

(12) It is necessary to lay down specific 
provisions concerning the programming, 
management, monitoring and control of 
operational programmes under the 
“European territorial cooperation” objective 
and to establish a complementary and 
coherent relationship to other Community 
policies, including the ‘wider 
neighbourhood’ policy.  

Or. pt

Justification

Consistent with the ‘Commission Communication  – Third progress report on economic and 
social cohesion’ (COM(2004)0107).

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 53
Recital  12

(12) It is necessary to lay down specific 
provisions concerning the programming, 
management, monitoring and control of 
operational programmes under the 
"European territorial cooperation" objective.

(12) It is necessary to lay down specific 
provisions concerning the programming, 
management, monitoring and control of 
operational programmes under the 
"European territorial cooperation" objective; 
the cross-border transnational or 
interregional character of the measures 
shall be reflected therein.
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Or. de

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 54
Recital 13

(13) It is necessary to support an effective 
cross-border and transnational cooperation 
with countries neighbouring the Community 
where this is necessary to ensure that the 
regions of the Member States which border 
third-countries can be effectively assisted in 
their development. Accordingly, it is 
appropriate to authorise on an exceptional 
basis the financing of assistance from the 
ERDF for projects located on the territory of 
third countries where they are for the benefit 
of the regions of the Community.

(13) It is necessary to support an effective 
cross-border and transnational cooperation 
with countries neighbouring the Community 
where this is necessary to ensure that the 
regions of the Member States which border 
third-countries can be effectively assisted in 
their development. Accordingly, it is 
appropriate to authorise on an exceptional 
basis the financing of assistance from the 
ERDF for projects located on the territory of 
third countries where they are for the benefit 
of the regions of the Community. It is also 
necessary to ensure proper weighting of the 
distribution of financial resources between 
the transnational and cross-border strands 
of the European territorial cooperation 
objective. The cross-border strand requires 
particular attention, since the borders of 
the Union have significantly increased and 
many of the regions lagging behind are 
border regions.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment aims at ensuring that the necessary financial means will be available for 
coping with the new challenges for the cross-border strand of European territorial 
cooperation in an enlarged Union.

Amendment by Jan Březina

Amendment 55
Recital 13

(13) It is necessary to support an effective 
cross-border and transnational cooperation 
with countries neighbouring the Community 

(13) It is necessary to support an effective 
cross-border and transnational cooperation 
with countries neighbouring the Community 
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where this is necessary to ensure that the 
regions of the Member States which border 
third-countries can be effectively assisted in 
their development. Accordingly, it is 
appropriate to authorise on an exceptional
basis the financing of assistance from the 
ERDF for projects located on the territory of 
third countries where they are for the benefit 
of the regions of the Community.

where this is necessary to ensure that the 
regions of the Member States which border 
third-countries can be effectively assisted in 
their development. Accordingly, it is 
appropriate to authorise on an exceptional
basis the financing of assistance for projects 
located on the territory of third countries 
where they are for the benefit of the regions 
of the Community. These projects should be 
financed from the New Neighbourhood and 
Partnership Instrument and the Instrument 
for Pre-Accession only.

Or. en

Justification

There is no reason why projects located entirely on the territory of third countries should be 
financed from the ERDF when the EU has specific financial instruments designed for third 
countries. The ERDF should be used exclusively for projects carried out on the territory of 
the EU.

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 56
Recital  13

(13) It is necessary to support an effective 
cross-border and transnational cooperation 
with countries neighbouring the Community 
where this is necessary to ensure that the 
regions of the Member States which border 
third-countries can be effectively assisted in 
their development. Accordingly, it is 
appropriate to authorise on an exceptional 
basis the financing of assistance from the 
ERDF for projects located on the territory of 
third countries where they are for the benefit 
of the regions of the Community.

(13) It is necessary to support effective 
cross-border and transnational cooperation 
with countries neighbouring the Community 
where this is necessary to ensure that the 
regions of the Member States which border 
third countries can be effectively assisted in 
their development. It must also be ensured 
that the EU border regions concerned are 
no worse off, in relation to their current 
opportunities and rights, than they 
previously were and than regions at 
internal EU borders. Accordingly, it is 
appropriate to authorise on an exceptional 
basis the financing of assistance from the 
ERDF for projects located on the territory of 
third countries where they are for the benefit 
of the regions of the Community.

Or. de
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Justification

The regulations, as currently drafted, reveal the risk that with regard to the involvement of 
EU border regions in drawing up and implementing programmes (subsidiarity and 
partnership) and with regard to eligibility (e.g. budgetary aid, food aid), those regions will be 
in a worse position than before, and that there is too much focus on non-EU border areas.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 57
Recital  13

(13) It is necessary to support an effective 
cross-border and transnational cooperation 
with countries neighbouring the Community 
where this is necessary to ensure that the 
regions of the Member States which border 
third-countries can be effectively assisted in 
their development. Accordingly, it is 
appropriate to authorise on an exceptional 
basis the financing of assistance from the 
ERDF for projects located on the territory of 
third countries where they are for the benefit 
of the regions of the Community.

(13) It is necessary to support an effective 
cross-border and transnational cooperation 
with countries neighbouring the Community 
where this is necessary to ensure that the 
regions of the Member States which border 
third countries can be effectively assisted in 
their development. Accordingly, it is 
appropriate to authorise on an exceptional 
basis the financing of assistance from the 
ERDF for projects located on the territory of 
third countries where they are for the benefit 
of cross-border cooperation with the 
regions of the Community.

Or. de

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 58
Recital 13 a (new)

(13a) The general provisions offer an 
indicative distribution of the financial 
resources dedicated to the ERDF among 
the various objectives that amounts to an 
appropriate financial framework within 
which to address the challenges of the three 
objectives. Despite the greater flexibility of 
Article 5, this financial framework should 
be preserved as provided in the Council 
regulation laying down general provisions.

Or. en
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Justification

The range of needs of regions eligible under the ‘Regional competitiveness and employment’ 
objective has significantly increased with the enlargement of the Union and since the 
subsidiarity principle should allow for regional authorities to define their priorities, more 
flexibility has to be given to the scope of intervention of Article 5. 

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo and Fernando Fernández Martín

Amendment 59
Article 1, paragraph 2 

It lays down specific provisions concerning 
the treatment of urban and rural areas, of 
areas dependent on fisheries, of the 
outermost regions, and of areas with natural 
handicaps.

It lays down specific provisions concerning 
the treatment of urban and rural areas, of 
areas dependent on fisheries, of the 
outermost regions, of island regions, of 
areas with serious and permanent natural or 
demographic handicaps, of areas of low 
population density and of transfrontier and 
mountain areas. 

Or. es

Justification

When establishing the specific provisions we should not forget the areas that have difficulties 
with access to the internal market.

Amendment by Rolf Berend, Manfred Weber, Markus Pieper, Maria Berger

Amendment 60
Article 1, paragraph 2

It lays down specific provisions concerning 
the treatment of urban and rural areas, of 
areas dependent on fisheries, of the 
outermost regions, and of areas with natural 
handicaps.

It lays down specific provisions concerning 
the treatment of urban and rural areas, of 
areas dependent on fisheries, of the 
outermost regions, of border regions with 
major differences in levels of prosperity and 
of areas with natural handicaps.

Or. de

Justification

Border regions are more heavily affected by close cooperation within Europe than internal 
regions. European solidarity is particularly important in border regions with major 
prosperity gaps.
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Amendment by Bairbre de Brún

Amendment 61
Article 2

The ERDF shall contribute to the financing 
of assistance towards the reinforcement of 
economic, social and territorial cohesion by 
reducing regional disparities and supporting 
the structural development and adjustment 
of regional economies, including the 
conversion of declining industrial regions.

The ERDF shall contribute to the financing 
of assistance towards the reinforcement of 
economic, social and territorial cohesion in 
the context of a sustainable development 
strategy by reducing regional disparities and 
supporting the structural development and 
adjustment of regional economies, including 
the conversion of declining industrial 
regions.

In so doing, the ERDF shall give effect to 
the priorities of the Community, and in 
particular the need to strengthen 
competitiveness and innovation, to create 
sustainable jobs, and to promote 
environmentally sound growth.

In so doing, the ERDF shall give effect to 
the priorities of the Community, and in 
particular:

(a) the need to strengthen competitiveness 
and innovation, to create sustainable jobs, to 
promote social inclusion and equality 
between men and women, to combat 
discrimination and to achieve 
environmental improvements through the 
implementation of Community 
environmental legislation and proper 
management of the Natura 2000 network; 
(b) the need to remove the barriers faced 
by disabled people in accessing goods and 
services and built-up areas by ensuring 
that accessibility is a condition of any 
project benefiting from the Funds.

Or. en

Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 62
Article 2

The ERDF shall contribute to the financing 
of assistance towards the reinforcement of 
economic, social and territorial cohesion by 
reducing regional disparities and supporting 
the structural development and adjustment 

The ERDF shall contribute to the financing 
of assistance towards the reinforcement of 
economic, social and territorial cohesion in 
the context of the European Union 
sustainable development strategy by 
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of regional economies, including the 
conversion of declining industrial regions.

reducing regional disparities and supporting 
the structural development and adjustment 
of regional economies, including the 
conversion of declining industrial regions.

In so doing, the ERDF shall give effect to 
the priorities of the Community, and in 
particular the need to strengthen 
competitiveness and innovation, to create 
sustainable jobs, and to promote 
environmentally sound growth.

In so doing, the ERDF shall give effect to 
the priorities of the Community, the details 
of these priorities to be determined by 
regional and local partners in accordance 
with operational programmes and national 
rules, in particular:

(a) the need to strengthen competitiveness 
and innovation, to create sustainable jobs, to 
promote social inclusion and equality 
between men and women and to achieve 
environmental improvements through the 
implementation of Community 
environmental legislation;

(b) the need to remove the barriers faced by 
disabled people in accessing goods and 
services in built-up areas by ensuring that 
accessibility is a condition of any project 
benefiting from the Funds.

Or. en

Justification

The eligible activities outlined for ‘Regional competitiveness and employment’ are too 
detailed and narrow to reflect the development needs of all regions in the EU. The current 
proposals do not recognise the needs of rural areas in particular.

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij, Markus Pieper

Amendment 63
Article 2

The ERDF shall contribute to the financing 
of assistance towards the reinforcement of 
economic, social and territorial cohesion by 
reducing regional disparities and supporting 
the structural development and adjustment 
of regional economies, including the 

The ERDF shall contribute to the financing 
of assistance seeking to reinforce the
economic, social and territorial cohesion by 
addressing and dealing with the underlying 
causes of regional disparities and supporting 
the structural development and adjustment 
of regional economies, including the 
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conversion of declining industrial regions. conversion of declining industrial regions.
In so doing, the ERDF shall give effect to 
the priorities of the Community, and in 
particular the need to strengthen 
competitiveness and innovation, to create 
sustainable jobs, and to promote 
environmentally sound growth.

In so doing, the ERDF shall give effect to 
the priorities of the Community, and in 
particular the need to strengthen 
competitiveness through an innovative 
approach to regional development intended 
to create sustainable jobs, and to promote 
environmentally sound growth.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment together with the one to Recital (3) makes the case that the main purpose of 
the ERDF is to uproot the causes of regional disparities. Hence ERDF assistance should be 
concentrated on the underlying factors that by their nature induce and accentuate regional 
disparities. Furthermore, it clarifies that innovations per se do not necessarily lead to 
lessening regional disparities, nor do they lead to sustainable growth. On the other hand, an 
innovations approach would help induce a multiplier effect on job creation.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 64
Article 2

The ERDF shall contribute to the financing 
of assistance towards the reinforcement of 
economic, social and territorial cohesion by 
reducing regional disparities and supporting 
the structural development and adjustment 
of regional economies, including the 
conversion of declining industrial regions.

The ERDF shall contribute to the financing 
of assistance towards the reinforcement of 
economic, social and territorial cohesion by 
reducing regional disparities and supporting 
the structural development and adjustment 
of regional economies, including the 
conversion of declining industrial regions 
and measures to overcome social, 
environmental and economic problems in 
urban areas.

Or. de

Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 65
Article 2, paragraph 1

The ERDF shall contribute to the financing The ERDF shall contribute to the financing 
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of assistance towards the reinforcement of 
economic, social and territorial cohesion by 
reducing regional disparities and supporting 
the structural development and adjustment 
of regional economies, including the 
conversion of declining industrial regions.

of assistance towards the reinforcement of 
economic, social and territorial cohesion by 
reducing inter- and intra-regional disparities 
and supporting the structural development 
and adjustment of regional economies, 
including the conversion of declining 
industrial regions.

Or. en

Justification

Relative poverty within Member States is as much of an issue as non-convergence between the 
poorer and richer Member States and the ERDF is best placed to tackle this. 

Amendment by Rolf Berend, Manfred Weber, Markus Pieper, Maria Berger, Lambert van 
Nistelrooij

Amendment 66
Article 3, paragraph 2, point a)

a) productive investment; a) productive investment in creating or 
retaining sustainable jobs;

Or. de

Justification

In the light of high European unemployment levels it must be spelled out that firms are 
entitled to support if they secure jobs or create new jobs. This must be spelled out.

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij, Markus Pieper

Amendment 67
Article 3, paragraph 2, point (b)

(b) infrastructure (b) physical and technological 
infrastructure;

Or. en

Justification

The two adjectives: 'physical and technological' essentially define the type of infrastructure 
that would be considered eligible for ERDF financing. Infrastructure of any kind would not 
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necessarily contribute to increasing the productivity of regions. Hence the need for the 
clarification proposed by this amendment.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 68
Article 3, paragraph 2, point c)

c) other development initiatives including 
services to enterprises, creation and 
development of financing instruments such 
as venture capital, loan and guarantee funds 
and local development funds, interest 
subsidies, neighbourhood services, and 
exchange of experience between regions, 
towns, and relevant social, economic and 
environmental actors;

c) other development initiatives including 
services to enterprises, creation and 
development of financing instruments such 
as venture capital, loan and guarantee funds 
and local development funds, interest 
subsidies, neighbourhood services, joint 
local initiatives, networking and 
cooperation, and synergic exchanges  
between regions, towns, neighbourhoods,
and relevant social, economic and 
environmental actors;

Or. pt

Justification

Places stronger emphasis on the need for greater transnational interaction among the 
different regional and local authorities and the various social, economic, and environmental 
actors. 

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 69
Article 3, paragraph 2, point (c)

(c) other development initiatives including
services to enterprises, creation and 
development of financing instruments such 
as venture capital, loan and guarantee funds 
and local development funds, interest 
subsidies, neighbourhood services, and 
exchange of experience between regions, 
towns, and relevant social, economic and 
environmental actors;

(c) development initiatives consisting of
services to enterprises, creation and 
development of financing instruments such 
as venture capital, loan and guarantee funds 
and local development funds, interest 
subsidies, neighbourhood services, and 
networking or exchange of experience 
between regions, towns, joint local 
initiatives and relevant social, economic and 
environmental actors;
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Or. en

Justification

The first part of the amendment is definitional in the sense that the 'development initiatives' 
should be specific, not abstract notions. The second part introduces the 'networking of 
experience' as an innovative means to attaining the scope of ERDF assistance, together with 
'joint local initiatives', which by their nature promote the participation of the local authorities 
in regional development.

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 70
Article 3, paragraph 2, point c)

c) other development initiatives including 
services to enterprises, creation and 
development of financing instruments such 
as venture capital, loan and guarantee funds 
and local development funds, interest 
subsidies, neighbourhood services, and 
exchange of experience between regions, 
towns, and relevant social, economic and 
environmental actors;

c) other development initiatives including 
services to enterprises, creation and 
development of financing instruments such 
as venture capital, loan and guarantee funds 
and local development funds, interest 
subsidies, neighbourhood services, joint 
local initiatives, networking, cooperation,
and exchange of experience between 
regions, towns, and relevant social, 
economic and environmental actors;

Or. it

Justification

There has to be scope for territorial cooperation to find expression in different ways. Other 
types of initiatives should therefore be included in addition to exchange of experience as 
proposed by the Commission.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 71
Article 3, paragraph 2, point c)

c) other development initiatives including 
services to enterprises, creation and 
development of financing instruments such 
as venture capital, loan and guarantee funds 
and local development funds, interest 
subsidies, neighbourhood services, and 

c) other development and employment 
initiatives including services to enterprises, 
creation and development of financing 
instruments such as venture capital, loan and 
guarantee funds and local development 
funds, interest subsidies, neighbourhood 
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exchange of experience between regions, 
towns, and relevant social, economic and 
environmental actors;

services, and exchange of experience 
between regions, towns, and relevant social, 
economic and environmental actors;

Or. de

Amendment by Garrelt Duin

Amendment 72
Article 3, paragraph 2, point c a) (new)

ca) growth and employment dynamics of 
small and medium-sized firms 
(entrepreneurial activities such as founding 
firms, transferring firms, company 
dynamics, exporting and developing skills;

Or. de

Justification

In regions with socioeconomic problems, in particular, it is important to create the right 
conditions for economic growth and more employment by supporting these areas of activity.

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 73
Article 3, paragraph 2, point (c b) (new)

(cb) all actions referred to in Articles 8, 9 
and 10, which are additional to the priority 
areas mentioned above, shall receive equal 
treatment as concerns the allocation of 
funds namely, the complex regeneration of 
deteriorated urban areas, referred to in 
Article 8, rural areas and areas dependent 
on fisheries, referred to in Article 9, and 
areas with natural handicaps, referred to in 
Article 10;

Or. en

Justification

The aim here is to clarify the articulation between Article 4 and 5 and Articles 8, 9 and 10.
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Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 74
Article 3, paragraph 2 

The ERDF shall contribute towards the 
financing of:

The ERDF shall contribute towards the 
financing of:

(a)productive investment; (a)productive investment; 

(b)infrastructure; (b)infrastructure;

(c)other development initiatives including 
services to enterprises, creation and 
development of financing instruments such 
as venture capital, loan and guarantee funds 
and local development funds, interest 
subsidies, neighbourhood services, and 
exchange of experience between regions, 
towns, and relevant social, economic and 
environmental actors;

(c) other development initiatives including 
services to enterprises, creation and 
development of financing instruments such 
as venture capital, loan and guarantee funds 
and local development funds, interest 
subsidies, neighbourhood services, and co-
operation between regional and local levels
and relevant social, economic and 
environmental actors;

(d) technical assistance as referred to in 
Articles 43 and 44 of Regulation (EC) No 
(…);

(d) technical assistance as referred to in 
Articles 43 and 44 of Regulation (EC) 
No. (…);

(e) investment in the cultural heritage;

(f) investment in buildings and facilities for 
training for adaptability and active employment 
policy;

(g) running costs of the above training for 
adaptability and active employment policy 
activities, insofar as this falls within the scope 
of the ERDF under Article 33(2) of Council 
Regulation (EC)... 

Or. en
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Justification

Limiting territorial cooperation to the exchange of experience appears unduly restrictive 
since the latter constitutes only one aspect of the former. Furthermore, it would also seem 
appropriate, on the basis of positive experiences under ERDF funding, to identify and specify 
investment in restoring, restructuring and showcasing cultural heritage, as well as investment 
in public structures that play a functional and structural role in the implementation of ESF 
activities. It would also seem appropriate to clearly define eligibility with regard to current 
expenditure in order to ensure completeness and consistency with other articles in the 
proposal (see Article 8(2)).

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 75
Article 4, introductory phrase 

Under the "Convergence" objective, the 
ERDF shall focus its assistance on 
supporting sustainable integrated regional 
and local economic development by 
mobilising and strengthening endogenous 
capacity through programmes aimed at the 
modernisation and diversification of regional 
economic structures, primarily in the 
following areas:

Under the "Convergence" objective, the 
ERDF shall focus its assistance on 
supporting sustainable integrated regional 
and local economic development by 
mobilising and strengthening endogenous 
capacity through programmes aimed at the 
modernisation and diversification of regional 
economic structures, and the creation of 
sustainable jobs, primarily in the following 
areas:

Or. de

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 76
Article 4, introductory part 

Under the ‘Convergence’ objective, the 
ERDF shall focus its assistance on 
supporting sustainable integrated regional 
and local economic development by 
mobilising and strengthening endogenous 
capacity through programmes aimed at the 
modernisation and diversification of regional 
economic structures, primarily in the 
following areas:

Under the ‘Convergence’ objective, the 
ERDF shall focus its assistance on 
supporting sustainable integrated regional, 
local, urban and rural economic 
development by mobilising and 
strengthening endogenous capacity through 
programmes aimed at the modernisation and 
diversification of regional economic 
structures, primarily in the following areas:
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Or. en

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 77
Article 4, introductory paragraph

Under the “Convergence” objective, the 
ERDF shall focus its assistance on 
supporting sustainable integrated regional 
and local economic development by 
mobilising and strengthening endogenous
capacity through programmes aimed at the 
modernisation and diversification of regional 
economic structures, primarily in the 
following areas:

Under the “Convergence” objective, the 
ERDF shall focus its assistance on 
supporting sustainable integrated regional 
and local economic development by 
mobilising and strengthening endogenous 
capacity through programmes aimed at the 
modernisation and diversification of regional 
economic, administrative, and social
structures, primarily in the following areas:

Or. it

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 78
Article 4, point -1) (new) 

-1) territorial innovation, not least to 
enhance the potential of regionally and 
locally based institutional, social, and 
economic actors and modernise general 
government bodies, development agencies, 
and financial institutions;

Or. it

Justification

Territorial innovation and enterprise innovation are separate concepts and it is necessary to 
distinguish between the two. The latter, though undoubtedly important, is no more than one 
aspect of the former. What needs to be stressed, therefore, is the fundamental importance of 
the role that locally based institutions are called upon to play in promoting sustainable 
territorial development.
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Amendment by Rolf Berend, Markus Pieper, Manfred Weber and Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 79
Article 4, point 1)

1) Research and technological development 
(R&TD), innovation and entrepreneurship, 
including strengthening of regional research 
and technological development capacities, 
aid to R&TD in small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and to technology 
transfer, improvement of links between 
SMEs and universities, and research and 
technology centres, development of business 
networks and clusters, support for the 
provision of business and technology 
services to groups of SMEs, fostering of 
entrepreneurship and innovation funding for 
SMEs through new financing instruments;

1) Research and technological development 
(R&TD), innovation and entrepreneurship, 
including strengthening of regional research 
and technological development capacities, 
aid to R&TD in small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and to technology 
transfer, improvement of links between 
SMEs and universities, and research and 
technology centres, development of business 
networks and clusters, support for the 
provision of business and technology 
services to groups of SMEs, fostering of 
entrepreneurship and innovation funding for 
SMEs through new financing instruments,
support for the classic range of instruments 
of regional economic development, such as 
targeted support for the establishment of 
firms and corporate investment over and 
above SMEs and creation and development 
of economic infrastructure;

Or. de

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 80
Article 4, point (1)

(1) Research and technological development 
(R&TD), innovation and entrepreneurship, 
including strengthening of regional research 
and technological development capacities, 
aid to R&TD in small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and to technology 
transfer, improvement of links between 
SMEs and universities, and research and 
technology centres, development of business 
networks and clusters, support for the 
provision of business and technology 
services to groups of SMEs, fostering of 
entrepreneurship and innovation funding for 

(1) Research and technological development 
(R&TD), innovation and entrepreneurship, 
including strengthening of regional research 
and technological development capacities, 
aid to R&TD in small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and to technology 
transfer, the collection and dissemination of 
information, financing the adoption by 
enterprises of new technology, quality 
procedures, technical and environmental 
standards, improvement of links between 
enterprises, universities, non-governmental 
organisations and research and technology 
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SMEs through new financing instruments; centres, development of business networks 
and clusters, support for the provision of 
business and technology services to groups 
of enterprises, fostering of entrepreneurship 
and innovation funding for enterprises 
through new financing instruments;

Or. en

Justification

The aim here is to promote better control and dissemination of R&TD. Provisions under 
paragraph 1 should be handled more flexibly allowing for enterprises and not only SMEs to 
take part in R&TD actions. This is of significant importance as the participation of bigger 
enterprises allows for a greater impact

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 81
Article 4, point 1)

1) Research and technological development 
(R&TD), innovation and entrepreneurship, 
including strengthening of regional research 
and technological development capacities, 
aid to R&TD in small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and to technology 
transfer, improvement of links between 
SMEs and universities, and research and 
technology centres, development of business 
networks and clusters, support for the 
provision of business and technology 
services to groups of SMEs, fostering of 
entrepreneurship and innovation funding for 
SMEs through new financing instruments;

1) Research and technological development 
(R&TD), innovation and entrepreneurship, 
including strengthening of regional research 
and technological development capacities 
and their integration into the European 
research area, aid to R&TD in small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and to 
technology transfer, improvement of links 
between SMEs and universities, and 
research and technology centres, for 
instance by pursuing possible public-
private partnerships, development of 
business networks and clusters, support for 
the provision of business and technology 
services to groups of SMEs, fostering of 
entrepreneurship and innovation funding for 
SMEs through new financing instruments;

Or. pt

Justification

One appropriate way to enhance technological development might be to integrate regional 
R&TD capacities more actively into the European research area, as called for by the Lisbon 
strategy. 
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The use of public-private partnerships, where possible, might enable the different kinds of 
potential offered by universities to be geared more closely to labour market needs.

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 82
Article 4, paragraph 1

1) Research and technological development 
(R&TD), innovation and entrepreneurship, 
including strengthening of regional research 
and technological development capacities, 
aid to R&TD in small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and to technology 
transfer, improvement of links between 
SMEs and universities, and research and 
technology centres, development of business 
networks and clusters, support for the 
provision of business and technology 
services to groups of SMEs, fostering of 
entrepreneurship and innovation funding for 
SMEs through new financing instruments;

1) Research and technological development 
(R&TD), innovation and entrepreneurship, 
including strengthening of regional research 
and technological development capacities 
and reducing the technology gap between 
regions, aid to R&TD in small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) and to technology 
transfer, improvement of links between 
SMEs and universities, and research and 
technology centres, development of business 
networks and clusters, support for the 
provision of business and technology 
services to groups of SMEs, fostering of 
entrepreneurship and innovation funding for 
SMEs through new financing instruments;

Or. es

Amendment by Brigitte Douay and Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 83
Article 4, point (1)

(1) Research and technological development 
(R&TD), innovation and entrepreneurship, 
including strengthening of regional research 
and technological development capacities, 
aid to R&TD in small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and to technology 
transfer, improvement of links between 
SMEs and universities, and research and 
technology centres, development of business 
networks and clusters, support for the 
provision of business and technology 
services to groups of SMEs, fostering of 
entrepreneurship and innovation funding for 

(1) Research and technological development 
(R&TD), innovation and entrepreneurship, 
including strengthening of regional research 
and technological development capacities, 
aid to R&TD in small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) and to technology 
transfer, improvement of links between 
SMEs and universities, and research and 
technology centres, development of business 
networks and clusters, support for the 
provision of business and technology 
services to groups of SMEs, fostering of 
entrepreneurship and innovation funding for 
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SMEs through new financing instruments; SMEs through new financing instruments, 
improvement of the expertise, capacity to 
take action and representativeness of 
organisations of SMEs, micro enterprises 
and craft enterprises and cooperation and 
coordination between these organisations 
and those of the old Member States;

Or. fr

Justification

It will only be possible to implement the measures provided for in Article 4 with the 
participation and involvement of organisations which represent SMEs, micro enterprises and 
craft enterprises. The convergence objectives will be achieved by means of an active support 
policy for these organisations. Cooperation between organisations in the new and old 
Member States is essential. 

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij, Markus Pieper

Amendment 84
Article 4, point (1 a) (new)

(1a) The products of research financed 
wholly by public funds via the EC budget or 
national research institutes, which are not 
yet patented, may be offered to SMEs free 
of any charge provided that such research 
is directly transformed into an innovative 
industrial good. In order to support the 
exchange of knowledge without the 
necessity of developing new expertise, the 
application of a regional or national 
‘knowledge voucher’ should be accessible 
as a general instrument.

Or. en

Justification

In the EU and possibly in most Member States, there is no mechanism by which research 
undertaken by universities or research institutes would lead to an industrial application. This 
missing mechanism constitutes a hindrance to development and this amendment seeks to 
remedy it. It introduces a new mechanism of support for SMEs by applying already existing 
knowledge originating in research institutes and supports the use of knowledge vouchers for 
SMEs. Such research was rendered possible because of public sector financing. 
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Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 85
Article 4, point (2)

(2) Information society, including 
development of local content, services and
applications, improvement of access to and 
development of on-line public services, aid 
and services to SMEs to adopt and 
effectively use information and 
communication technologies (ICTs);

(2) Information society, including 
development of local content, services and 
applications, improvement of access to and 
development of on-line public services, aid 
and services to SMEs, and especially
socially excluded groups, to adopt and 
effectively use information and 
communication technologies (ICTs); 

Or. en

Justification

The incorporation of socially excluded groups is central to the goals of the structural funds. 

Amendment by Richard Howitt, Catherine Stihler, Iratxe García Pérez

Amendment 86
Article 4, point (2)

(2) Information society, including 
development of local content, services and 
applications, improvement of access to and 
development of on-line public services, aid 
and services to SMEs to adopt and 
effectively use information and 
communication technologies (ICTs);

(2) Information society, including 
development of local content, services and 
applications, improvement of access, in 
particular access by disabled persons and 
other socially excluded groups, to and 
development of on-line public services, aid 
and services to SMEs to adopt and 
effectively use information and 
communication technologies (ICTs);

Or. en

Justification

Article 4 of the ERDF Regulation, which concerns Objective 1 regions only, rightly gives 
emphasis to the importance of the information society. 

Inclusion is an essential element of the European Community’s objective of achieving an 
information society for all, i.e. the promotion of access to the information society for 
vulnerable groups. The ERDF must be fully committed to the overall aims and objectives of e-
inclusion and e-accessibility and, therefore, must ensure that the activities supported in this 
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field give attention and recognition to the need to promote and secure accessibility by 
disabled persons to the information society.

Amendment by Miroslav Mikolášik

Amendment 87
Article 4, point (2)

(2) Information society, including 
development of local content, services and 
applications, improvement of access to and 
development of on-line public services, aid 
and services to SMEs to adopt and 
effectively use information and 
communication technologies (ICTs);

(2) Information society, including 
development of local content, services and 
applications, improvement of access, in 
particular access by disabled persons and 
other socially excluded groups, to and 
development of on-line public services, aid 
and services to SMEs to adopt and 
effectively use information and 
communication technologies (ICTs); 

Or. en

Justification

Article 4 of the ERDF Regulation, which concerns Objective 1 regions only, rightly gives 
emphasis to the importance of the information society. Inclusion is an essential element of the 
European Community’s objective of achieving an information society for all, i.e. the 
promotion of access to the information society for vulnerable groups. The ERDF must be fully 
committed to the overall aims and objectives of e-inclusion and e-accessibility and, therefore, 
must ensure that the activities supported in this field give attention and recognition to the 
need to promote and secure accessibility by disabled persons to the information society. 

Amendment by Bairbre de Brún

Amendment 88
Article 4, point (2)

(2) Information society, including 
development of local content, services and 
applications, improvements of access to and 
development of on-line public services, aid 
and services to SMEs to adopt and 
effectively use information and 
communications technologies (ICTs);

(2) Information society, including 
development of local content, services and 
applications, support to socially excluded 
groups to overcome disparities in access to 
ICTs, improvements of access to and 
development of on-line public services, aid 
and services to SMEs to adopt and 
effectively use information and 
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communications technologies (ICTs);

Or. en

Justification

The need to ensure that this objective is socially inclusive.

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 89
Article 4, point (2) 

(2) Information society, including 
development of local content, services and 
applications, improvement of access to and 
development of on-line public services, aid 
and services to SMEs to adopt and 
effectively use information and
communication technologies (ICTs);

(2) Information society, including 
development of local content, services and 
applications, support to disadvantaged 
social groups to prevent disparities in 
access to information and communications 
technologies (ICTs), aid and services to 
SMEs to adopt and effectively use ICTs, the 
development of ICT infrastructure, 
especially broadband infrastructure, in the 
less-developed regions and Member States;

Or. en

Justification

This amendment is aiming at addressing the significant differences between Member States as 
regards the use of ICT infrastructure (e.g. broadband), while these highly contribute to the 
convergence, competitiveness and are of key importance for every competent authority 
carrying out public services.

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 90
Article 4, point (2 a) (new)

(2a) Improvement of access to and 
development of on-line public services, 
including the development of ICT 
infrastructure, especially broadband 
infrastructure, in the area of public 
services (health-social care, education, 
environment protection etc.);
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Or. en

Justification

See amendment 88.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 91
Article 4, point 2 a) (new)

2a) Promotion of equality between men and 
women, including support for the creation 
of firms, specific measures for female 
entrepreneurs to facilitate the economic 
benefits of new ideas, support for the 
creation of new firms arising from 
universities and existing enterprises, 
promotion of infrastructures and services 
enabling family and working life to be 
reconciled;

Or. de

Justification

See European Parliament resolution P5_TA(2003) 0093, and in particular paragraphs 1 and 
14 thereof.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 92
Article 4, point 3

3) Environment, including investments 
connected with waste management, water 
supplies, urban waste-water treatment and 
air quality, integrated pollution prevention 
and control, rehabilitation of contaminated 
sites and land, promotion of biodiversity and 
nature protection, aid to SMEs to promote 
sustainable production patterns through the 
introduction of cost-effective environmental 
management systems and the adoption and 
use of pollution-prevention technologies;

3) Environment, including innovative 
environmental technology, investments 
connected with waste management, water 
management and water quality, including 
security of supplies of clean drinking water 
and urban waste-water treatment in 
accordance with the framework water 
Directive, including measures for its 
implementation and improved air quality in 
urban areas, integrated pollution prevention 
and control, elimination of contaminated 
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waste dumps and rehabilitation of 
contaminated sites and land, promotion of 
biodiversity and nature protection, 
promotion of the development of 
infrastructures to implement 
NATURA 2000, aid to SMEs to promote 
sustainable production patterns, the 
prevention of pollution and careful 
management of natural resources through 
the introduction of cost-effective 
environmental management systems and the 
adoption and use of innovative technologies;

Or. de

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 93
Article 4, point (3)

(3) Environment, including investments 
connected with waste management, water 
management and quality, urban waste-water 
treatment and air quality, integrated 
pollution prevention and control, 
remediation and rehabilitation of 
contaminated sites and land, promotion of 
biodiversity and nature protection, 
sustainable use of natural resources, aid to 
SMEs to promote sustainable production 
patterns through the introduction of cost-
effective environmental management 
systems and the adoption and use of 
pollution-prevention technologies;

(3) Environment, including investments 
connected with waste management, water 
management and quality, urban waste-water 
treatment and air quality, integrated 
pollution prevention and control, 
remediation and rehabilitation of 
contaminated sites and land, rehabilitation 
of publicly owned common areas in 
deteriorated urban neighbourhoods, 
development of urban green areas, noise 
prevention, water quality protection, water 
management, promotion of clean public 
transport, risk prevention, promotion of 
biodiversity and nature protection, 
sustainable use of natural resources, aid to 
SMEs to promote sustainable production 
patterns through the introduction of cost-
effective environmental management 
systems and the adoption and use of 
pollution-prevention technologies;

Or. en

Justification

The aim is to include some of the aspects under the Convergence objective affecting 
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significantly more regions that are currently only eligible under the Regional competitiveness 
and or the European territorial cooperation objectives. Furthermore, the environmental 
aspect of urban rehabilitation should also be taken into account.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 94
Article 4, point 3 a) (new)

3a) Conversion, including investigation of 
contaminated waste dumps, rehabilitation 
of areas previously in military use and their 
return to civilian use, return to nature or 
afforestation, removal of combat agents, 
reconstruction and modernisation of 
barrack buildings and sites for economic, 
social and cultural regeneration, including 
the relevant catchment area, and in this 
connection support for SMEs, in 
particular;

Or. de

Justification

Old military sites, as a legacy of the cold war, are a considerable rehabilitation burden, and 
an obstacle to development, for some regions, towns and cities with large barracks.. 

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 95
Article 4, paragraph 5

5) Tourism, including promotion of natural 
and cultural assets as potential for the 
development of sustainable tourism, 
protection and enhancement of the cultural 
heritage in support of economic 
development, aid to improve the supply of 
tourism services through new higher value-
added services;

5) Tourism, including promotion of natural 
and cultural assets as potential for the 
development of sustainable tourism, 
protection and enhancement of the cultural 
heritage in support of economic 
development, aid to improve the supply of 
tourism services through new higher value-
added services and facilitate the 
changeover to new more sustainable 
patterns of tourism;

Or. es
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Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg

Amendment 96
Article 4, point (5)

(5) Tourism, including promotion of natural 
and cultural assets as potential for the 
development of sustainable tourism, 
protection and enhancement of the cultural 
heritage in support of economic 
development, aid to improve the supply of 
tourism services through new higher value 
added services;

(5) Tourism and culture, including 
promotion of natural and cultural assets as 
potential for the development of sustainable 
tourism, protection and enhancement of the 
cultural heritage, development of cultural 
infrastructure in support of economic 
development and to increase the 
attractiveness of regions, aid to improve the 
supply of tourism and cultural services 
through new higher value added services;

Or. en

Justification

Investments in sport infrastructure and cultural services have a considerable influence on the 
social and economic situation in the region. They create new job prospects and tourist 
attractions as well as improve the quality of life of the local inhabitants. For this reason it is 
very important to include cultural issues in this article.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 97
Article 4, point 5 a) (new)

5a) Economic and social regeneration of 
crisis-hit towns, cities and peripheral urban 
areas: comprehensive plans for sustainable 
development of crisis-hit urban areas, 
medium-sized and small towns functioning 
as centres and peripheral urban areas, 
revival of the town/hinterland relationship 
with regard to services of general economic 
interest;  

Or. de
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Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 98
Article 4, point 5 b) (new)

5b) Social economy: establishment of 
infrastructures on a scale appropriate to 
local and employment development, 
assistance for structures providing 
neighbourhood services to create new jobs, 
but excluding measures financed by the 
European Social Fund (ESF);  

Or. de

Justification

The social economy is important for the development of problematic urban areas, in 
particular. The wording corresponds to that in the current ERDF Regulation (EC) No 
1783/1999, Article 2(1)(c)(v) and (vi).

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 99
Article 4, point 6

6) Transport investments, including trans-
European networks and integrated city-wide 
strategies for clean urban transport, which 
contribute to improving the access to and 
quality of passenger and goods services, to 
achieving a more balanced modal split, to 
promoting intermodal systems and reducing 
environmental impacts;

6) Transport investments, including trans-
European networks and integrated city-wide 
strategies for clean urban transport, which 
contribute to improving the access to and 
quality of passenger and goods services, 
especially for persons with reduced 
mobility, to achieving a more balanced 
modal split, to promoting intermodal 
systems, reducing environmental impacts, 
including ambient noise and respirable 
dust pollution and introducing substitute 
fuels;

Or. de

Amendment by Rolf Berend, Markus Pieper, Manfred Weber

Amendment 100
Article 4, point 6
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6) Transport investments, including trans-
European networks and integrated city-wide 
strategies for clean urban transport, which 
contribute to improving the access to and 
quality of passenger and goods services, to 
achieving a more balanced modal split, to 
promoting intermodal systems and reducing 
environmental impacts;

6) Transport investments, including trans-
European networks, in order to enable the 
accession countries, in particular, to 
participate more fully in the division of 
labour within Europe and worldwide, and 
integrated city-wide strategies for clean 
urban transport, which contribute to 
improving the access to and quality of 
passenger and goods services, to achieving a 
more balanced modal split, to promoting 
intermodal systems and reducing 
environmental impacts;

Or. de

Justification

According to Article 160 of the EC Treaty the European Regional Development Fund has the 
task of redressing the main regional imbalances in the Community. In particular, the new 
Länder in Germany and the 10 accession countries should be drawn in fully into the global 
division of labour.

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 101
Article 4, point (6)

(6) Transport investments, including trans-
European networks and integrated city-wide 
strategies for clean urban transport, which 
contribute to improving the access to and 
quality of passenger and goods services, to 
achieving a more balanced modal split, to 
promoting intermodal systems and reducing 
environmental impacts;

(6) Transport investments, including trans-
European networks, road construction and 
upgrading outside the scope of the TEN-T 
backbone, taking into account the need to 
create links with island, rural, landlocked 
and otherwise remote regions and between 
those regions and the Community's central 
regions, and integrated city-wide strategies 
for clean urban transport, which contribute 
to improving the access to and quality of 
passenger and goods services, to achieving a 
more balanced modal split, to promoting 
intermodal systems and reducing 
environmental impacts;

Or. en
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Justification

The construction and upgrading of roads outside the TEN-T backbone should explicitly 
appear in the text of the regulation, especially given the Commission’s comments at the 1 
October SAWP meeting, where it argued that TEN-T is financed from the Cohesion Fund and 
the secondary systems from the ERDF in the case of roads as well. The second part of the 
amendment provides more focus on transport needs in peripheral regions.

Amendment by Richard Howitt, Catherine Stihler, Iratxe García Pérez

Amendment 102
Article 4, point (6)

(6) Transport investments, including trans-
European networks and integrated city-wide 
strategies for clean urban transport, which 
contribute to improving the access to and 
quality of passenger and goods services, to 
achieving a more balanced modal split, to 
promoting intermodal systems and reducing 
environmental impacts; 

(6) Transport investments, including trans-
European networks and integrated city-wide 
strategies for clean urban transport, which 
contribute to improving access, particularly 
equal access to transport for disabled 
persons, to and quality of passenger and 
goods services, to achieving a more 
balanced modal split, to promoting 
intermodal systems and reducing 
environmental impacts; 

Or. en

Justification

Article 4 of the ERDF Regulation, which concerns Objective 1 regions only, gives emphasis to 
transport. The ERDF is an essential tool for reducing and alleviating the social exclusion of 
disabled persons in all areas of life, in particular by promoting and creating an accessible 
physical environment for disabled persons in relation to tourism, transport and the built 
environment. It is of vital importance that the Structural Funds do not lead to the creation of 
further access barriers for disabled people; therefore explicit reference is necessary to link 
accessibility requirements for disabled persons to allocation of resources.

Amendment by Miroslav Mikolášik

Amendment 103
Article 4, point (6)

(6) Transport investments, including trans-
European networks and integrated city-wide 

(6) Transport investments, including trans-
European networks and integrated city-wide 
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strategies for clean urban transport, which 
contribute to improving the access to and 
quality of passenger and goods services, to 
achieving a more balanced modal split, to 
promoting intermodal systems and reducing 
environmental impacts;

strategies for clean urban transport, which 
contribute to improving the access,
particularly equal access to transport for 
disabled persons, to and quality of 
passenger and goods services, to achieving a 
more balanced modal split, to promoting 
intermodal systems and reducing 
environmental impacts; 

Or. en

Justification

Article 4 of the ERDF Regulation, which concerns Objective 1 regions only, gives emphasis to 
transport. The ERDF is an essential tool for reducing and alleviating the social exclusion of 
disabled persons in all areas of life, in particular by promoting and creating an accessible 
physical environment for disabled persons in relation to tourism, transport and the built 
environment. It is of vital importance that the Structural Funds do not lead to the creation of 
further access barriers for disabled people; therefore explicit reference is necessary to link 
accessibility requirements for disabled persons to allocation of resources.

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 104
Article 4, paragraph 6

6) Transport investments, including trans-
European networks and integrated city-wide 
strategies for clean urban transport, which 
contribute to improving the access to and 
quality of passenger and goods services, to 
achieving a more balanced modal split, to 
promoting intermodal systems and reducing 
environmental impacts;

6) Transport investments, including trans-
European networks, major European 
technical and logistical projects (such as 
Galileo) and integrated city-wide strategies 
for clean urban transport, which contribute 
to improving the access to and quality of 
passenger and goods services, to achieving a 
more balanced modal split, to promoting 
intermodal systems and reducing 
environmental impacts;

Or. es

Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 105
Article 4, point (6)

(6) Transport investments, including trans- (6) Transport investments, including trans-
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European networks and integrated city-wide
strategies for clean urban transport, which 
contribute to improving the access to and
quality of passenger and goods services, to 
achieving a more balanced modal split, to
promoting intermodal systems and reducing 
environmental impacts;

European networks and integrated city wide 
strategies for clean, sustainable urban 
transport, which contribute to improving the 
access to and quality of passenger and goods 
services, to achieving a more balanced 
modal split, to promoting intermodal 
systems and reducing environmental 
impacts;

Or. en

Justification

Transport needs to be sustainable in the urban areas. 

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 106
Article 4, point (8)

(8) Education investments, which contribute 
to increasing the attractiveness and quality 
of life in regions;

(8) Education investments, which contribute 
to increasing the attractiveness and quality 
of life in regions, improve the skills base 
and ensure access to ICT including 
broadband access and computers for 
educational establishments and to the 
products of R&TD for those areas 
dependent on agriculture and fisheries and 
those with natural handicaps;

Or. en

Justification

It is important to ensure that peripheral areas can obtain practical benefit from plans to 
expand ICT infrastructure and use.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 107
Article 4, point 8)

8) Education investments, which contribute 
to increasing the attractiveness and quality 
of life in regions;

8) Substantial education investments, 
which contribute to increasing the 
attractiveness and quality of life in regions 
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and to rehabilitating production systems;   

Or. pt

Justification

Consistent with the Lisbon strategy, charted at the March 2000 Lisbon European Council.

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 108
Article 4, paragraph 8

8) Education investments, which contribute 
to increasing the attractiveness and quality 
of life in regions;

8) Education investments, which contribute 
to increasing the attractiveness and quality 
of life in regions, through the application of 
new technologies (such as digital 
blackboards) facilitating remote access.

Or. es

Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 109
Article 4, point (8)

(8) Education investments, which contribute 
to increasing the attractiveness and quality 
of life in regions;

(8) Education investments, which contribute 
to supporting the enhancement of skills and 
the promotion of lifelong learning;

Or. en

Justification

The enhancement of skills and the promotion of lifelong learning and the educational 
investments through which we increase the attractiveness and quality of life in regions. 

Amendment by Bairbre de Brún

Amendment 110
Article 4, point (9)

(9) Health, including investments to develop (9) Health, including investments to develop 
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and improve health provisions which 
contribute to regional development and 
quality of life in regions;

and improve health provision and access to 
health services which contribute to regional 
development and quality of life in regions, 
including through the use of ICT;

Or. en

Justification

The need to ensure social inclusion in health investment.

Amendment by Miroslav Mikolášik

Amendment 111
Article 4, point (9)

(9) Health, including investments to develop 
and improve health provision which 
contribute to regional development and 
quality of life in regions;

(9) Health, including investments to develop 
and improve health provision and equal 
access to health care for vulnerable groups
which contribute to regional development 
and quality of life in regions; 

Or. en

Justification

Article 4 of the ERDF Regulation, which concerns Objective 1 regions only, gives emphasis to 
health care investment. Attention must also be given to ensuring vulnerable groups, such as 
disabled persons, have equal access to health care, including access to health care 
information which should be provided in accessible formats for disabled persons.

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 112
Article 4, point (9)

(9) Health, including investments to develop and 
improve health provision which contribute 
to regional development and quality of life 
in regions;

(9) Health, including investments to develop and 
improve health provision via the use of 
ICTs and remote patient care, which 
contribute to regional development and 
quality of life in regions;

Or. en
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Amendment by Bairbre de Brún

Amendment 113
Article 4, point (10)

(10) Direct aid to investment in SMEs 
contributing to creating and safeguarding 
jobs

(10) Direct aid to investment in SMEs and 
social economy projects contributing to 
creating and safeguarding jobs.

Or. en

Justification

The social economy is an important element in tackling social exclusion and supporting 
sustainable development and should be supported in addition to development of SMEs.

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 114
Article 4, point (10)

(10) Direct aid to investment in SMEs 
contributing to creating and safeguarding 
jobs.

(10) Direct aid to investment in SMEs and 
large enterprises contributing to creating 
and safeguarding jobs.

Or. en

Justification

Large enterprises have significant importance in creating jobs; therefore the draftsman does 
not think it is justified to exclude them from direct aids.

Amendment by Giovanni Claudio Fava

Amendment 115
Article 4, point 10 a) (new)

10a) public security to facilitate the 
operation of territorial economic activities, 
to be achieved through investment in 
technologies and in information and 
awareness campaigns to prevent criminal 
infiltration of the economy and disseminate 
the culture of legality.

Or. it
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Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 116
Article 4, point (11) (new)

(11) Capacity building of local and regional 
institutions to maximise the absorption rate 
through exchange of experience between 
convergence and non-convergence regions

Or. en

Justification

The new Member States must urgently build their capacity to absorb structural funds. 
Therefore the programme should focus, in particular in the initial years, on building 
institutional capacity in order for the funds to be spent efficiently and effectively. The 
Commission has focused resources to date on the central administrations to prepare for 
membership but this effort must now be concentrated at the local and regional levels which 
have largely been ignored. 

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 117
Article 4, point (10 a) (new)

(10a) Revitalisation of the built 
environment including renovation, 
demolition, improvement of the 
environment around buildings, energy 
efficiency and renewable energy projects in 
deteriorated areas.

Or. en

Justification

Revitalisation of the built environment should be included in the list of eligible measures since 
these are economic, environmental and social problems at once. Environmentally friendly 
and sustainable revitalisation of deteriorated areas are pan-European problems that have to 
be dealt with at the Community level through an integrated approach.



PE 357.528v01-00 50 AM\562438EN.doc

EN

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 118
Article 4, point (10 a) (new)

(10a) Strengthening of the structuring, 
institutional capacity and 
representativeness of organisations and 
intermediate chambers of SMEs, micro 
enterprises and craft enterprises.

Or. fr

Justification

SMEs need to continually adapt and improve their environment in order to remain 
competitive and thereby contribute to economic and social cohesion. They need help to fulfil 
that role.

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 119
Article 5, introductory part

Under the “Regional competitiveness and 
employment” objective, the ERDF shall 
focus its assistance, in the context of 
regional sustainable development strategies, 
on the following priorities:

Under the “Regional competitiveness and 
employment” objective, the ERDF shall 
focus its assistance, in the context of 
regional sustainable development strategies, 
on the following priorities, while 
maintaining some flexibility for regions 
that are phasing in:

Or. es

Justification

Regions that are starting to join the new category of Regional competitiveness and 
employment, but have not yet completed their actual convergence process, should benefit 
from some flexibility in the setting of priorities, to allow them to increase the effectiveness of 
the measures in response to their real and specific needs at a given time, so as not to be 
outpaced by the other regions that have comparative development advantages in certain 
sectors. 
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Amendment by Eluned Morgan

Amendment 120
Article 5, introductory part

Under the ‘Regional competitiveness and 
employment’ objective, the ERDF shall 
focus its assistance, in the context of 
regional sustainable development strategies, 
on the following priorities:

Under the ‘Regional competitiveness and 
employment’ objective, the ERDF shall 
focus its assistance, in the context of 
regional sustainable economic development 
strategies, and taking into account the 
objectives of Framework Programme 7, 
primarily in the following areas:

Or. en

Justification

It is essential that better synergy exists between the Framework funding programme and the 
structural funding programme.

Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 121
Article 5, introductory part

the ERDF shall focus its assistance, in the 
context of regional sustainable development 
strategies, on the following priorities;

the ERDF shall focus its assistance, in the 
context of regional economic and
sustainable development strategies, on the 
following priorities:

Or. en

Justification

All regions have some form of existing regional economic strategy and the ERDF should seek 
to add value to these rather than provide duplication.

Amendment by Catherine Stihler

Amendment 122
Article 5, point (1)

(1) innovation and the knowledge economy, 
through support to the design and 
implementation of regional innovation 

(1) innovation and the knowledge economy, 
through support to the design and 
implementation of regional innovation 



PE 357.528v01-00 52 AM\562438EN.doc

EN

strategies conducive to efficient regional 
innovation systems, and specifically:

strategies conducive to efficient regional 
innovation systems, and specifically, taking 
into account local needs:

Or. en

Justification

Local priorities need to be acknowledged in order to effectively implement regional 
competitiveness and employment strategies.

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 123
Article 5, point (1), introductory part

(1) innovation and the knowledge economy, 
through support to the design and 
implementation of regional innovation 
strategies conducive to efficient regional 
innovation systems, and specifically:

(1) innovation and the knowledge economy, 
through support to the design and 
implementation of regional innovation 
strategies conducive to efficient regional 
innovation systems, including: 

Or. en

Justification

Given the economic and social specificity of each territory and their different development 
potential and needs, more flexibility should be allowed to define the specific measures in the 
different regions and local areas in the context of the three priorities set for ERDF 
intervention.

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 124
Article 5, paragraph 1

1) innovation and the knowledge economy, 
through support to the design and 
implementation of regional innovation 
strategies conducive to efficient regional 
innovation systems, and specifically:

1) innovation and the knowledge economy, 
through support to the design and 
implementation of regional innovation 
strategies conducive to efficient regional 
innovation systems capable of reducing the 
technology gap, and specifically:

Or. es
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Amendment by Miroslav Mikolášik

Amendment 125
Article 5, point (1)

(1) innovation and the knowledge economy, 
through support to the design and 
implementation of regional innovation 
strategies conducive to efficient regional
innovation systems, and specifically :

(1) innovation and the knowledge economy, 
through support to design and 
implementation of regional innovation 
strategies conducive to efficient regional
innovation systems, which should also take 
into account accessibility features for 
disabled people, and specifically:

Or. en

Justification

The ERDF is an essential tool for reducing and alleviating the social exclusion of disabled 
persons in all areas of life in particular by promoting and creating an accessible environment 
for disabled persons. Accessibility is a crucial and central part of a sustainable regional 
development strategy and must be recognised as one of the priorities. In relation to urban 
development, particular attention to socially excluded persons is necessary, notably in urban 
planning. Accessibility for disabled persons to the urban environment is essential.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 126
Article 5, point 1)

1) innovation and the knowledge economy, 
through support to the design and 
implementation of regional innovation 
strategies conducive to efficient regional 
innovation systems, and specifically: 

1) innovation and the knowledge economy, 
through support to the design and 
implementation of regional innovation 
strategies conducive to efficient regional 
innovation systems, and specifically, taking 
into account local needs:

Or. pt

Justification

Consistent with the partnership principle, which enables regional and local priorities to be 
truly recognised and makes for efficient implementation of local competitiveness, growth, and 
employment strategies.
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Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 127
Article 5, paragraph 1 a)

a) enhancing regional R&TD and innovation 
capacities directly linked to regional 
economic development objectives by 
supporting industry or technology-specific 
competence centres, by promoting 
technology transfer, and by developing 
technology forecasting and international 
benchmarking of policies to promote 
innovation, and by supporting inter-firm 
collaboration and joint R&TD and 
innovation policies;

a) creating and enhancing regional R&TD 
and innovation capacities directly linked to 
regional economic development objectives 
by supporting industry or technology-
specific competence centres, by promoting 
technology transfer, and by developing 
technology forecasting and international 
benchmarking of policies to promote 
innovation, and by supporting inter-firm 
collaboration and joint R&TD and 
innovation policies;

Or. es

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 128
Article 5, point 1, subpoint a)

a) enhancing regional R&TD and innovation 
capacities directly linked to regional 
economic development objectives by 
supporting industry or technology-specific 
competence centres, by promoting 
technology transfer, and by developing 
technology forecasting and international 
benchmarking of policies to promote 
innovation, and by supporting inter-firm 
collaboration and joint R&TD and 
innovation policies;

a) enhancing regional R&TD and innovation 
capacities directly linked to regional 
economic development objectives, in 
particular by supporting industry or 
technology-specific competence centres, by 
promoting technology transfer, and by 
developing technology forecasting and 
international benchmarking of policies to 
promote innovation, and by supporting inter-
firm collaboration and joint R&TD and 
innovation policies;

Or. de

Justification

As the most recent work by the OECD on regional development also urges, the concept of 
innovation should not be limited too unilaterally to research and development (= 
technological approach), but should give way to a broader concept of innovation.
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Amendment by Rolf Berend, Manfred Weber, Markus Pieper and Maria Berger

Amendment 129
Article 5, point 1, subpoint a)

a) enhancing regional R&TD and innovation 
capacities directly linked to regional 
economic development objectives by 
supporting industry or technology-specific 
competence centres, by promoting 
technology transfer, and by developing 
technology forecasting and international 
benchmarking of policies to promote 
innovation, and by supporting inter-firm 
collaboration and joint R&TD and 
innovation policies;

a) enhancing regional R&TD and innovation 
capacities directly linked to regional 
economic development objectives by 
supporting industry or technology-specific 
competence centres, by promoting industrial 
R&TD and SMEs and technology transfer, 
and by developing technology forecasting 
and international benchmarking of policies 
to promote innovation, and by supporting 
inter-firm collaboration and joint R&TD and 
innovation policies;

Or. de

Justification

This change will lead to a practical focus on support for SMEs, in particular, which is 
precisely where a great deal of innovation can be found (Lisbon process). There is a 
particular need to promote such ideas.

Amendment by Christa Prets

Amendment 130
Article 5, point 1, subpoint a)

a) enhancing regional R&TD and innovation 
capacities directly linked to regional 
economic development objectives by 
supporting industry or technology-specific 
competence centres, by promoting 
technology transfer, and by developing 
technology forecasting and international 
benchmarking of policies to promote 
innovation, and by supporting inter-firm 
collaboration and joint R&TD and 
innovation policies;

a) enhancing regional R&TD and innovation 
capacities directly linked to regional 
economic development objectives, in 
particular by supporting industry or 
technology-specific competence centres, by 
promoting technology transfer, and by 
developing technology forecasting and 
international benchmarking of policies to 
promote innovation, and by supporting inter-
firm collaboration and joint R&TD and 
innovation policies;

Or. de
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Justification

As the most recent work by the OECD on regional development also urges, the concept of 
innovation should not be limited too unilaterally to research and development (= 
technological approach), but should give way to a broader concept of innovation.

Amendment by Brigitte Douay and Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 131
Article 5, paragraph 1, point (b)

(b) stimulating innovation in SMEs by 
promoting university-enterprise cooperation 
networks, by supporting business networks 
and clusters of SMEs and by facilitating 
SMEs’ access to advanced business support 
services, by supporting the integration of 
cleaner and innovative technologies in 
SMEs;

(b) stimulating innovation in SMEs by 
promoting university-enterprise cooperation 
networks, by supporting business networks 
and clusters of SMEs and by facilitating 
SMEs’ access to advanced business support 
services, by supporting the integration of 
cleaner and innovative technologies in 
SMEs and by specific measures and action 
plans intended to stimulate innovation in 
very small enterprises;

Or. fr

Justification

Small and micro enterprises are very directly affected by the proposed measures. Support for 
innovation in these very small enterprises must include measures specifically targeted at 
them.

Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll

Amendment 132
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (b)

(b) stimulating innovation in SMEs by 
promoting university-enterprise cooperation 
networks, by supporting business networks 
and clusters of SMEs and by facilitating 
SMEs’ access to advanced business support 
services, by supporting the integration of 
cleaner and innovative technologies in 
SMEs;

(b) stimulating innovation in SMEs by 
promoting university-enterprise cooperation 
networks, by supporting business networks 
and clusters of SMEs, by improving SMEs' 
access to finance and loans, and by 
facilitating SMEs’ access to advanced 
business support services, by supporting the 
integration of cleaner and innovative 
technologies in SMEs;
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Or. en

Justification

The reference in Article 2, 1) c) (iii) of the current ERDF Regulation to access for business to 
finance and loans should be retained. 

Amendment by Alyn Smith

Amendment 133
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (b)

(b) stimulating innovation in SMEs by 
promoting university-enterprise cooperation 
networks, by supporting business networks 
and clusters of SMEs and by facilitating 
SMEs’ access to advanced business support 
services, by supporting the integration of 
cleaner and innovative technologies in 
SMEs;

(b) stimulating innovation in SMEs by 
promoting university-enterprise cooperation 
networks and other inter-sectoral 
cooperation, by supporting business 
networks and clusters of SMEs and by 
facilitating SMEs’ access to advanced 
business support services, by supporting the 
integration of cleaner and innovative 
technologies in SMEs;

Or. en

Justification

Innovative approaches could be developed not only within the university-enterprise 
framework or specialised business networks but also through new ways of inter-sectoral 
cooperation.

Amendment by Konstantinos Hatzidakis

Amendment 134
Article 5, paragraph 1, point b)

b) stimulating innovation in SMEs by 
promoting university-enterprise cooperation 
networks, by supporting business networks 
and clusters of SMEs and by facilitating 
SMEs’ access to advanced business support 
services, by supporting the integration of 
cleaner and innovative technologies in 
SMEs;

b) stimulating innovation and 
modernisation in SMEs by boosting direct 
investment, by promoting university-
enterprise cooperation networks, by 
supporting business networks and clusters of 
SMEs and by facilitating SMEs’ access to 
advanced business support services, by 
supporting the integration of cleaner and 
innovative technologies in SMEs;

Or. el
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Justification

This amendment seeks to broaden the scope for strengthening SMEs through the reference to 
the need for modernisation, over and above stimulating innovation. In addition, there is a 
need to include an express reference to direct investment as a means of achieving those goals.  

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij, Markus Pieper

Amendment 135
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (b)

(b) stimulating innovation in SMEs by 
promoting university-enterprise cooperation 
networks, by supporting business networks 
and clusters of SMEs and by facilitating 
SMEs’ access to advanced business support 
services, by supporting the integration of 
cleaner and innovative technologies in 
SMEs;

(b) stimulating innovation in SMEs by 
promoting civil society-enterprise and 
university-enterprise cooperation networks, 
by supporting business networks and 
clusters of SMEs and by facilitating SMEs’ 
access to advanced business support 
services, by supporting the integration of 
cleaner and innovative technologies in 
SMEs;

Or. en

Justification

Partnerships are new forms of cooperation seeking to promote innovation. The involvement of 
multi-level actors from the public and private sector should not be underestimated; therefore 
this amendment simply introduces the civil society-enterprise partnership.

Amendment by Christa Prets

Amendment 136
Article 5, point 1, subpoint b)

b) stimulating innovation in SMEs by 
promoting university-enterprise cooperation 
networks, by supporting business networks 
and clusters of SMEs and by facilitating 
SMEs' access to advanced business support 
services, by supporting the integration of 
cleaner and innovative technologies in 
SMEs;

b) stimulating innovation in SMEs, in 
particular, by promoting university-
enterprise cooperation networks, by 
supporting business networks and clusters of 
SMEs and by facilitating SMEs' access to 
advanced business support services, by 
supporting the integration of cleaner and
innovative technologies in SMEs;

Or. de
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Justification

The focus on SMEs alone, as very restrictively defined in aid legislation, is inadequate; a 
successful regional policy necessitates the accommodation of specific regional characteristics 
and requirements by using adequate room for manoeuvre.

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 137
Article 5, point 1, subpoint b)

b) stimulating innovation in SMEs by 
promoting university-enterprise cooperation 
networks, by supporting business networks 
and clusters of SMEs and by facilitating 
SMEs’ access to advanced business support 
services, by supporting the integration of 
cleaner and innovative technologies in 
SMEs;

b) stimulating innovation in SMEs, in 
particular, by promoting university-
enterprise cooperation networks, by 
supporting business networks and clusters of 
SMEs and by facilitating SMEs' access to 
advanced business support services, by 
supporting the integration of cleaner and 
innovative technologies in SMEs;

Or. de

Justification

The focus on SMEs alone, as very restrictively defined in aid legislation, is inadequate; a 
successful regional policy necessitates the accommodation of specific regional characteristics 
and requirements by using adequate room for manoeuvre.

Amendment by Salvatore Tatarella

Amendment 138
Article 5, point 1) b a) (new)

ba) establishing a closer link between 
knowledge and employment so as to enable 
young students to benefit from training 
options geared to the job opportunities 
actually existing in industry;

Or. it

Justification

Within the ‘competitiveness and employment’ objective, the ERDF should promote 
development that creates jobs, especially for young people, who could do most to bring about 
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the knowledge-based society.

Amendment by Margie Sudre

Amendment 139
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (c)

(c) promoting entrepreneurship by 
facilitating the economic exploitation of new 
ideas, and by fostering the creation of new 
firms by universities and existing firms;

(c) promoting entrepreneurship by 
facilitating the economic exploitation of new 
ideas, by fostering the creation of new firms 
by universities and existing firms and by 
drawing up action plans to stimulate the 
creation, takeover, development and 
modernisation of very small enterprises and 
craft enterprises; 

Or. fr

Justification

Very small enterprises and craft enterprises, particularly in traditional sectors, are important 
job ‘reservoirs’ whose considerable potential for innovation is under-exploited. It is essential 
that regions wishing to make a priority of that potential are not deprived of the possibility of 
supporting the development of these enterprises, as is the case at present.

Amendment by Catherine Stihler, Eluned Morgan

Amendment 140
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (c)

(c) promoting entrepreneurship by 
facilitating the economic exploitation of new 
ideas, and by fostering the creation of new 
firms by universities and existing
firms;

(c) promoting entrepreneurship by 
facilitating the economic exploitation of new 
ideas, including innovative approaches to 
stimulating the social economy and local 
development, and by fostering the creation 
of new firms by universities and existing
firms;

Or. en

Justification

The current text of the regulation makes no provision for the ERDF to support community 
economic development outside the areas designated under Article 8.
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Amendment by Brigitte Douay and Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 141
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (c)

(c) promoting entrepreneurship by 
facilitating the economic exploitation of new 
ideas, and by fostering the creation of new 
firms by universities and existing firms;

(c) promoting entrepreneurship by 
facilitating the economic exploitation of new 
ideas, and by fostering the creation of new 
firms by encouraging partnerships between 
existing firms and universities, technical 
and vocational training institutions and 
apprenticeship institutions;

Or. fr

Justification

It is important to stress the notion of ‘partnerships’ and also to mention here technical, 
vocational and apprenticeship institutions, which are closely linked to (very) small 
enterprises and craft enterprises.

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 142
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (c)

(c) promoting entrepreneurship by 
facilitating the economic exploitation of new 
ideas, and by fostering the creation of new 
firms by universities and existing firms;

(c) promoting entrepreneurship by 
facilitating the economic exploitation of new 
ideas, and by fostering the creation of new 
firms by encouraging partnerships between 
existing firms and higher education 
institutions, technical and vocational 
training institutions and apprenticeship 
institutions;

Or. fr

Justification

Eligibility should not be restricted to universities. 
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Amendment by Ambroise Guellec

Amendment 143
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (c)

(c) promoting entrepreneurship by 
facilitating the economic exploitation of new 
ideas, and by fostering the creation of new 
firms by universities and existing firms;

(c) promoting entrepreneurship by 
facilitating the economic exploitation of new 
ideas, and by fostering the creation of new 
firms by universities and existing firms by 
encouraging partnerships between existing 
firms and higher education institutions, 
technical and vocational training 
institutions and apprenticeship institutions;

Or. fr

Justification

The term ‘university’ is too narrow since other educational institutions also contribute to 
enterprise creation. 

Amendment by Ambroise Guellec and Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 144
Article 5, point 1) c)

c) promoting entrepreneurship by facilitating 
the economic exploitation of new ideas, and 
by fostering the creation of new firms by 
universities and existing firms;

c) promoting entrepreneurship by facilitating 
the economic exploitation of new ideas, 
including innovative actions to stimulate 
the social economy and local development,
and by fostering the creation of new firms by 
universities and existing firms;  

Or. pt

Justification

Consistent with the Lisbon strategy, charted at the March 2000 Lisbon European Council. 
The amendment proposed fills a gap in the current text of the regulation, specifically in 
Article 8, which fails to mention other sectors with the potential to generate economic growth.
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Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 145
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (c)

(c) promoting entrepreneurship by 
facilitating the economic exploitation of new 
ideas, and by fostering the creation of new 
firms by universities and existing firms;

(c) promoting entrepreneurship by 
facilitating the economic exploitation of new 
ideas, including innovative approaches to 
stimulating the social economy and local 
development, and by fostering the creation 
of new firms by universities and existing 
firms;

Or. en

Justification

The current text of the regulation makes no provision for the ERDF to support community 
economic development outside the areas designated under Article 8. 

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij, Markus Pieper

Amendment 146
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (c a) (new)

(ca) promoting public-private partnerships 
in the production of products and services;

Or. en

Justification

This is a clarifying amendment that adds the 'public/private partnership' to the armoury of 
instruments.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 147
Article 5, point 1, subpoint d)

d) creating new financial instruments and 
incubation facilities conducive to the 
creation or expansion of knowledge-
intensive firms.

d) creating new financial instruments, local 
infrastructure conditions and incubation 
facilities conducive to the creation and
expansion of knowledge-intensive firms.
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Or. de

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 148
Article 5, point 1, subpoint d a) (new)

da) promoting equality between men and 
women, including support for the creation 
of firms, specific measures for female 
entrepreneurs to facilitate the economic 
benefits of new ideas, support for the 
creation of new firms arising from 
universities and existing enterprises, 
promotion of infrastructures and services 
enabling family and working life to be 
reconciled.

Or. de

Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 149
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (d)

(d) creating new financial instruments and 
incubation facilities conducive to the 
creation or expansion of knowledge-
intensive firms.

(d) creating new financial instruments and 
facilities conducive to the research and 
technological development capacity of 
SMEs and encouraging entrepreneurship 
and new business formation by investment 
capital and by incubation facilities. 

Or. en

Justification

It is essential that better synergy exists between the Framework funding programme and the 
structural funding programme.

Amendment by Stavros Arnaoutakis

Amendment 150
Article 5, paragraph 1, point d)
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d) creating new financial instruments and 
incubation facilities conducive to the 
creation or expansion of knowledge-
intensive firms.

d) creating new financial instruments and 
incubation facilities conducive to the 
creation or expansion of knowledge-
intensive firms and technology where 
possible.

Or. el

Justification

It is important to support the promotion of technology as a structural factor in development 
by every means available.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 151
Article 5, point 1) d)

d) creating new financial instruments and 
incubation facilities conducive to the 
creation or expansion of knowledge-
intensive firms.

d) creating new financial instruments and 
incubation facilities conducive to the 
creation or expansion of knowledge-
intensive firms, especially SMEs.

Or. pt

Justification

Underlines the need for greater investment in small and medium-sized enterprises, which 
account for a significant contribution to Community GNP.

Amendment by Richard Howitt, Catherine Stihler, Zita Gurmai, Eluned Morgan

Amendment 152
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (d a) (new)

(da) increasing the active involvement of 
the most disadvantaged groups in urban 
and rural areas in the development of their 
communities and the local economy; 

Or. en
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Amendment by Christa Prets

Amendment 153
Article 5, point 1, subpoint d a) (new)

da) mobilising endogenous potential for 
regional development by creating and 
supporting local and regional advice, 
activation and coordination agencies 
(regional capacity-building).

Or. de

Justification

In some cases there is still a great need for regional capacity-building within the 'regional 
competitiveness and employment' objective.

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 154
Article 5, paragraph 1, point d a) (new)

da) building and equipping technology 
centres and research and development 
centres.

Or. es

Justification

To achieve the objectives of the Lisbon and Göteborg strategy for research and innovation, 
there also needs to be support for the creation of high-quality research centres and 
technology centres.

Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 155
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (e a) (new)

(ea) promoting community-based economic 
regeneration;

Or. en
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Justification

Many of the most successful ERDF applications have been through community-based groups. 
This should be recognised and encouraged. 

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 156
Article 5, point 1, subpoint d a) (new)

da) mobilising endogenous potential for 
regional development by creating and 
supporting local and regional advice, 
activation and coordination agencies 
(regional capacity-building).

Or. de

Justification

In some cases there is still a great need for regional capacity-building within the 'regional 
competitiveness and employment' objective.

Amendment by Brigitte Douay and Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 157
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (d a) (new)

(da) drawing up plans and actions to 
stimulate the creation, takeover, 
development and modernisation of small 
and micro enterprises and craft enterprises.

Or. fr

Justification

Regions which so wish will still be able to support the development of very small enterprises 
as is the case at present.
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Amendment by Rolf Berend, Manfred Weber, Markus Pieper, Maria Berger and Lambert van 
Nistelrooij

Amendment 158
Article 4, point 1, subpoint d a) (new)

da) providing direct assistance for 
investments in SMEs which help to create 
and maintain jobs.

Or. de

Justification

In problem regions support for the existing economic structure is often the best help. Direct 
assistance for investment is particularly important here, alongside support for innovation, 
and should be made possible.

Amendment by Bairbre de Brún

Amendment 159
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (e a) (new)

(ea) supporting socially excluded groups in 
overcoming disparities in access to ICTs;

Or. en

Justification

To ensure that all social groups benefit equally from ICT access.

Amendment by Bairbre de Brún

Amendment 160
Article 5, point (1), subpoint (f a) (new)

(fa) identifying the social needs of 
disadvantaged communities and supporting 
the development of sustainable social 
economy enterprises to meet such needs;

Or. en
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Justification

The social economy needs to be clearly identified and supported within the measure on an 
equal footing with SMEs and entrepreneurship. 

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 161
Article 5, point 2

2) environment and risk prevention, and 
specifically:

2) environment and risk prevention, 
including:

Or. en

Justification

Given the economic and social specificity of each territory and their different development 
potential and needs, more flexibility should be allowed to define the specific measures in the 
different regions and local areas in the context of the three priorities set for ERDF 
intervention.

Amendment by Eluned Morgan

Amendment 162
Article 5, point (2), subpoint (a a) (new)

(a a) tourism, including promotion of 
natural and cultural assets as potential for 
the development of sustainable tourism, 
protection and enhancement of the cultural 
heritage in support of economic 
development, and aid to improve the supply 
of tourism services through new higher 
value-added services where it can be clearly 
demonstrated that this will increase the 
GNI of the area concerned; 

Or. en

Justification

Tourism and promotion of natural and cultural assets play an important part in building 
regional competitiveness and employment. This premise has been accepted under the present 
round of structural funds and has been successfully used to achieve targets.
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Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll

Amendment 163
Article 5, point (2), subpoint (a)

(a) stimulating investment for the 
rehabilitation of contaminated sites and land, 
and promoting the development of 
infrastructure linked to biodiversity and 
Natura 2000 contributing to sustainable 
economic development and diversification 
of rural areas;

(a) stimulating investment for the 
rehabilitation of contaminated, brownfield 
or derelict sites and land, and promoting the 
development of infrastructure linked to the 
implementation of environmental 
legislation, biodiversity and Natura 2000 
management contributing to the sustainable 
development and diversification of rural 
areas; 

Or. en

Justification

The scope of eligible activities covered should be augmented to include derelict and 
brownfield sites and land. Brownfield land can be defined as any land or premises which have 
previously been used or developed and are not currently fully in use, although they may be 
partially occupied or utilised. The land or premises may also be vacant, derelict or 
contaminated.

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 164
Article 5, point (2), subpoint (a)

(a) stimulating investment for the 
rehabilitation of contaminated sites and land,
and promoting the development of 
infrastructure linked to biodiversity and 
Natura 2000 contributing to sustainable 
economic development and diversification 
of rural areas;

(a) stimulating investment for the 
rehabilitation of contaminated sites and land 
and development of urban green areas and 
promoting the development of infrastructure 
linked to biodiversity and Natura 2000 
contributing to sustainable economic 
development and diversification of rural 
areas;

Or. en

Justification

The environmental aspect of urban rehabilitation should also be taken into account.
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Amendment by Catherine Stihler

Amendment 165
Article 5, point (2), subpoint (a a) (new)

(a a) tourism, including promotion of 
natural and cultural assets as potential for 
the development of sustainable tourism, 
protection and enhancement of the cultural 
heritage in support of economic 
development, and aid to improve the supply 
of tourism services through new higher 
value-added services;

Or. en

Justification

Tourism and promotion of natural and cultural assets play an important part in building 
regional competitiveness and employment. This premise has been accepted under the present 
round of structural funds and has been successfully used to achieve targets.

Amendment by Konstantinos Hatzidakis

Amendment 166
Article 5, paragraph 2, point a)

a) stimulating investment for the 
rehabilitation of contaminated sites and land, 
and promoting the development of 
infrastructure linked to biodiversity and 
Natura 2000 contributing to sustainable 
economic development and diversification 
of rural areas;

a)  stimulating investment for the 
management of solid and liquid waste, the 
rehabilitation of contaminated sites and land, 
and promoting the development of 
infrastructure linked to biodiversity and 
Natura 2000 contributing to sustainable 
economic development and diversification 
of rural areas;

Or. el

Justification

Given the magnitude of the problem, it is important to make express reference to the 
management of solid and liquid waste among the priorities for ERDF support in the 
environmental sector. 
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Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 167
Article 5, point 2, subpoint a a) (new)

aa) Conversion, including investigation of 
contaminated waste dumps, rehabilitation 
of areas previously in military use and their 
return to civilian use, return to nature or 
afforestation, removal of combat agents, 
reconstruction and modernisation of 
barrack buildings and sites for economic, 
social and cultural revival, including the 
relevant catchment area, and in this 
connection support for SMEs, in 
particular;

Or. de

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 168
Article 5, point 2, subpoint b)

b) stimulating energy efficiency and 
renewable energy production;

b) stimulating energy efficiency and 
renewable energy production, the 
development of efficient energy 
management systems and the reduction of 
CO2 and other noxious emissions;

Or. de

Justification

Reflects URBAN II (2000/C 141 04), point 12, fifth indent. 

Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll

Amendment 169
Article 5, point (2), subpoint (b)

(b) stimulating energy efficiency and
renewable energy production;

(b) stimulating energy efficiency, renewable 
energy production, sustainable 
technological development, waste 
management and recycling; 
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Or. en

Justification

In the context of promoting the environmental aspects of sustainable development within the 
‘Regional competitiveness and employment’ objective, the stimulation of sustainable 
technological development, waste management and recycling should also be viewed as 
crucial. 

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 170
Article 5, point 2, subpoint c

c) promoting clean urban public transport; c) promoting environmentally friendly
public transport through integrated public 
transport systems, provision for cycling and 
walking and intelligent communications 
systems leading to a reduction in trips made 
by motorised private transport;

Or. de

Justification

Wording taken from URBAN II (2000/C 141 04), point 12, fourth indent.

Amendment by Miroslav Mikolášik

Amendment 171
Article 5, point (2), subpoint (c)

(c) promoting clean urban public transport; (c) promoting clean urban public transport
accessible for all, including disabled 
persons; 

Or. en

Justification

The ERDF is an essential tool for reducing and alleviating the social exclusion of disabled 
persons in all areas of life, in particular by promoting and creating an accessible 
environment for disabled persons. Accessibility is a crucial and central part of a sustainable 
regional development strategy and must be recognised as one of the priorities. In relation to 
urban development, particular attention to socially excluded persons is necessary, notably in 
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urban planning. Accessibility for disabled persons to the urban environment is essential.

Amendment by Richard Howitt, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 172
Article 5, point (2), subpoint (d)

(d) developing plans and measures to 
prevent and cope with natural and 
technological risks;

(d) developing plans and measures to 
prevent and cope with natural and 
technological risks and to mitigate the 
environmental impact of business and 
domestic activity;

Or. en

Justification

Many regions face a number of sustainable development challenges, particularly in the 
context of the anticipated levels of economic and physical growth and the predicted impacts 
of climate change. Equally, the sustainability appraisals of both the regional economic 
strategy and the regional spatial strategy have identified the potential impacts of the 
predicted levels of growth upon the region’s environment, particularly highlighting issues 
such as sustainable supplies of water and energy and managing the predicted increases in 
waste and transport across the region.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 173
Article 5, point 2, subpoint d a) (new)

da) implementing Directive 2000/60/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 23 October 2000 establishing a 
framework for Community action in the 
field of water policy1;
––––––––––––––
1 OJ L 327, 22.12.2000, p. 1.

Or. de
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Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 174
Article 5, paragraph 2, point d) a (new)

(da) building infrastructure for waste 
management, water supply and waste water 
treatment.

Or. es

Justification

To achieve the objectives of the Lisbon and Göteborg strategy for research and innovation, 
there also needs to be support for the creation of high-quality research centres and 
technology centres.

Amendment by Margie Sudre

Amendment 175
Article 5, point (3)

(3) access, outside major urban centres, to 
transport and telecommunication services of 
general economic interest, and specifically:

(3) access to transport and 
telecommunication services of general 
economic interest, and specifically:

(a) strengthening secondary networks by 
improving links to TEN-transport networks, 
to regional railway hubs, airports and ports, 
or to multimodal platforms, by providing 
radial links to main railways lines, and by 
promoting regional and local inland 
waterways;

(a) strengthening secondary networks by 
improving links to major European axes, to 
regional railway hubs, airports and ports, or 
to multimodal platforms, by providing radial 
links to main railways lines, and by 
promoting regional and local inland 
waterways, cabotage, maritime connections 
with the smaller islands and transversal air 
connections between first and second class 
airports; 

(b) promoting access to and efficient use of 
ICTs by SMEs by supporting access to 
networks, the establishment of public 
Internet access points, equipment, and the 
development of services and applications.

(b) promoting access to and efficient use of 
ICTs by SMEs by supporting access to 
networks, the establishment of public 
Internet access points, equipment, and the 
development of services and applications.

Or. fr

Justification

Problems of access, particularly that of SMEs to ICTs, also exist in the major urban centres, 
especially in deprived areas. 
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Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 176
Article 5, point (3), introductory part

(3) access, outside major urban centres, to 
transport and telecommunications services 
of general interest, and specifically:

(3) access to transport and 
telecommunications services of general 
interest, including:

Or. en

Justification

Given the economic and social specificity of each territory and their different development 
potential and needs, more flexibility should be allowed to define the specific measures in the 
different regions and urban local areas in the context of the three priorities set for ERDF 
intervention.

Amendment by Miroslav Mikolášik

Amendment 177
Article 5, point (3), introductory part

(3) access, outside major urban centres, to 
transport and telecommunication services of 
general economic interest, and specifically:

(3) access, in particular for disabled 
persons and other socially excluded 
persons, outside major urban centres, to 
transport and telecommunication services of 
general economic interest, and specifically: 

Or. en

Justification

The ERDF is an essential tool for reducing and alleviating the social exclusion of disabled 
persons in all areas of life, in particular by promoting and creating an accessible 
environment for disabled persons. Accessibility is a crucial and central part of a sustainable 
regional development strategy and must be recognised as one of the priorities. In relation to 
urban development, particular attention to socially excluded persons is necessary, notably in 
urban planning. Accessibility for disabled persons to the urban environment is essential.

Amendment by Bastiaan Belder

Amendment 178
Article 5, paragraph 3, introductory part
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3) access, outside major urban centres, to 
transport and telecommunication services of 
general economic interest, and specifically:

3) access to transport and 
telecommunication services of general 
economic interest, and specifically:

Or. nl

Justification

Even in urban centres ICT initiatives – for instance – can contribute to sustainable 
development. In view of increasing urbanisation it is undesirable to exclude this option in 
such areas. Besides, the term ‘major urban centre’ does not deliver sufficient clarity on areas 
eligible for subsidy.

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 179
Article 5, paragraph 3, point a)

a) strengthening secondary networks by 
improving links to TEN-transport networks, 
to regional railway hubs, airports and ports, 
or to multimodal platforms, by providing 
radial links to main railways lines, and by 
promoting regional and local inland 
waterways;

a) strengthening secondary networks by 
improving links to TEN-transport networks, 
to regional railway hubs, airports and ports, 
or to multimodal platforms, by providing 
radial links to main railway lines and 
transverse air routes between first- and 
second-class airports, and by promoting 
regional and local inland waterways and sea 
routes linking islands, especially small 
islands;

Or. es

Justification

It is important for the development of these regions to be able to establish and improve 
internal communications and to facilitate interchange between areas that are rather distant 
from the main centres of development.

Amendment by Richard Howitt

Amendment 180
Article 5, point (3), subpoint (a a) (new)

(aa) providing stable and sustainable 
employment growth in areas experiencing 
rapid expansion and developing 
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employment infrastructure to meet the 
demands of accelerated growth in targeted 
areas through business network and cluster 
development, centres and services for SME
creation and expansion and financial 
instruments to promote entrepreneurship 
and innovation;

Or. en

Justification

There is an additional burden on regions in terms of providing employment infrastructure to 
accommodate Lisbon-associated growth because regions have to support baseline projected 
regional jobs growth. The regulations make little reference to the Lisbon Strategy. What 
reference there is points to the need to focus on supporting the most deprived economies. The 
Sustainable Communities Plan sets ambitious targets for regions. Failure to align structural 
funds reform to the Plan would represent a missed opportunity.

Amendment by Brigitte Douay and Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 181
Article 5, point (3), subpoint (b)

(b) promoting access to and efficient use of 
ICTs by SMEs by supporting access to 
networks, the establishment of public 
Internet access points, equipment, and the 
development of services and applications.

(b) promoting access to and efficient use of 
ICTs by SMEs by supporting access to 
networks, the establishment of public 
Internet access points, equipment, and the 
development of services and applications, 
including in particular the development of 
action plans for very small and craft 
enterprises.

Or. fr

Justification

Access to information and communication technologies is essential for all enterprises. 
Specific measures intended for very small enterprises and craft enterprises would be useful in 
encouraging such access.
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Amendment by Stavros Arnaoutakis

Amendment 182
Article 5, paragraph 3, point b)

b) promoting access to and efficient use of 
ICTs by SMEs by supporting access to 
networks, the establishment of public 
Internet access points, equipment, and the 
development of services and applications.

b) promoting access to and efficient use of 
ICTs by SMEs by setting up infrastructure 
in the most remote regions, by supporting 
access to networks, the establishment of 
public Internet access points, equipment, and 
the development of services and 
applications.

Or. el

Justification

The existence of infrastructure in the most remote regions does not exclude these regions from 
the development of other forms of working such as teleworking

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 183
Article 5, point 3, subpoint b a) (new)

ba) drawing up comprehensive plans for 
sustainable development of crisis-hit urban 
areas, medium-sized and small towns 
functioning as centres and peripheral 
urban areas and improving the town/ 
hinterland relationship:
i) combination of measures in different 
areas: the economy, employment, social 
affairs, university and education, culture, 
town planning and re-use of waste land, 
environmental protection, transport and 
other technical infrastructure; 
ii) functions of services of general 
economic interest in the town/hinterland 
relationship;
iii) establishment of infrastructures on a 
scale appropriate to local and employment 
development, assistance for structures 
providing neighbourhood services to create 
new jobs, but excluding measures financed 



PE 357.528v01-00 80 AM\562438EN.doc

EN

by the European Social Fund (ESF);
iv) strengthening of local and regional 
partnerships and development forums to 
ensure direct public participation;
v) conduct of innovative and experimental 
pilot and demonstration projects on 
sustainable urban development.

Or. de

Justification

Corresponds to the urban development referred to in Article 8 and requires special measures, 
so ERDF involvement must be broadened and spelled out in detail.

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 184
Article 5, point 3, subpoint b a) (new)

ba) providing direct assistance for 
investments in SMEs which help to create 
and maintain jobs.

Or. de

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 185
Article 5, paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. reviving urban areas:
a) providing and improving social facilities 
for public use;
b) encouraging sustainable urban 
development, especially in regard to 
improving energy efficiency, saving water, 
recycling waste and increasing green 
spaces, as well as improving existing ones; 
c) urban redevelopment and providing 
infrastructure to enable the promotion of 
economic activity and access to the 
Information Society’s new technologies;
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d) improving accessibility, encouraging 
public transport and eliminating 
architectural barriers. 

Or. es

Justification

To achieve the objectives of the Lisbon and Göteborg strategy for research and innovation, 
there also needs to be support for the creation of high-quality research centres and 
technology centres.

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 186
Article 5, paragraph 3 b (new)

3b. Aid for areas with special difficulties or 
natural handicaps:
a) improving transport and 
telecommunications infrastructure to solve 
these areas’ accessibility problems;
b) encouraging economic activities that 
make use of the local potential of such 
areas (improving tourist infrastructure, 
craft trade products, etc.);
c) action to improve the natural 
environment.

Or. es

Justification

To achieve the objectives of the Lisbon and Göteborg strategy for research and innovation, 
there also needs to be support for the creation of high-quality research centres and 
technology centres.

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij and Markus Pieper

Amendment 187
Article 6, paragraphs -1 and -1 a (new)

All regions along the internal terrestrial 
and certain regions along the external 
terrestrial borders as well as along certain 
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neighbouring maritime borders will be 
eligible for cross-border cooperation. The 
aim will be to promote joint solutions to 
common problems between neighbouring 
authorities, such as urban, rural and 
coastal development and development of 
economic relations and networking of 
SMEs.
As far as the broader actions to promote 
transnational co-operation is concerned, 
the Member States and regions are invited 
to assess the usefulness and effectiveness of 
the existing 13 transnational cooperation 
zones (defined under INTERREG IIIB) in 
the light of enlargement. The objective will 
be to decide together with the Commission 
on a number of zones for transnational 
cooperation which are sufficiently coherent 
and where there are common interests and 
opportunities to be developed. It is 
envisaged that such cooperation will focus 
on strategic priorities with a transnational 
character such as R&D, environment, risk 
prevention and integrated water 
management.

Or. de

Justification

The Hatzidakis interim report and the Fava working document (Amendment 24 relating to 
Article 6) stress the need to repeat European priorities and general rules explicitly. This text 
from the general provisions needs to be repeated in order to prevent differing national 
interpretations jeopardising European priorities and objectives. The general provisions are in 
the form of a Council regulation. The ERDF Regulation is a joint European Parliament and 
Council regulation.

Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 188
Article 6

Under the ‘European territorial cooperation’ 
objective, the ERDF shall concentrate its 
assistance on:

Under the ‘European territorial cooperation’ 
objective, the ERDF shall concentrate its 
assistance on integrated sustainable 
territorial development through:
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Or. en

Justification

Sustainable development should be at the heart of the ERDF

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 189
Article 6, point 1

1) the development of cross-border 
economic and social activities through joint 
strategies for sustainable territorial 
development, and primarily:

1) the development of cross-border 
economic and social activities through joint 
strategies for uniform sustainable territorial 
development of cross-border regions, and 
primarily:

a) by encouraging entrepreneurship and, in 
particular, the development of SMEs, 
tourism, culture, and cross-border trade;

a) by encouraging cross-border trade and 
economic structures, entrepreneurship and, 
in particular, the development of SMEs, 
tourism, culture, and higher education and 
research infrastructure and activities;

b) by encouraging the protection and joint 
management of the environment;

b) by encouraging the protection and joint 
management of the environment and joint 
risk prevention;

ba) by encouraging sustainable 
development of rural areas;

c) by reducing isolation through improved 
access to transport, information and 
communication networks and services, and 
cross-border water, waste and energy 
systems; and

d) by reducing isolation through improved 
access to transport, information and 
communication networks and services, and 
cross-border water, waste and energy 
systems;

d) by developing collaboration, capacity and 
joint use of infrastructures in particular in 
sectors such as health, culture and education.

e) by developing collaboration, capacity and 
joint use of infrastructures in particular in 
sectors such as health, culture and 
education;

ea) by drawing up comprehensive plans for 
the sustainable urban development of 
'sister towns' (separated only by the border) 
and improving their town/ hinterland 
relationship.

In addition, the ERDF may contribute to 
promoting the integration of cross-border 
labour markets, local employment 
initiatives, equal opportunities, training and 

In addition, the ERDF may contribute to 
promoting the integration of cross-border 
labour markets, local employment 
initiatives, equal opportunities, training and 
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social inclusion, and sharing of human 
resources and facilities for R&TD.

social inclusion, and sharing of human 
resources and facilities for R&TD.

Under the cross-border operational 
programme pursuant to paragraph 1 a 
limited percentage of the funding may be 
used to set up a fund for small-scale actions 
involving local actors, disbursed in the 
form of global subsidies. Small-scale 
actions are those of up to EUR 300 000. 

Or. de

Justification

Concerning the final paragraph: there is such a fund in INTERREG III A in the current 
programming period. It is making a substantial contribution to building links between 
neighbouring regions, which is a key precondition for the successful implementation of a 
cross-border operational programme.

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 190
Article 6, point (1)

(1) the development of cross-border 
economic and social activities through joint 
strategies for sustainable territorial 
development, and primarily:

(1) the development of cross-border 
economic and social activities, including 
activities across the borders of island states, 
through joint strategies for sustainable 
territorial development, and primarily: 

Or. en

Justification

Island states have particular difficulties creating and developing cooperation activities with 
neighbouring Member States due to natural geographical handicaps. Exclusion from a whole 
area of territorial cooperation activity is unacceptable.

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 191
Article 6, paragraph 2, introductory part

2) the establishment and development of 
transnational cooperation, including bilateral 

2) the establishment and development of 
transnational cooperation, including bilateral 
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cooperation between maritime regions, 
through the financing of networks and of 
actions conducive to integrated territorial 
development on the following priorities:

or multilateral cooperation between 
maritime regions, through the financing of 
networks and of actions conducive to 
integrated territorial development on the 
following priorities:

Or. es

Justification

Cooperation between maritime regions could also be multilateral. 

Amendment by Christa Prets

Amendment 192
Article 6, point 1, subpoint a)

a) by encouraging entrepreneurship and, in 
particular, the development of SMEs, 
tourism, culture, and cross-border trade;

a) by encouraging entrepreneurship and, in 
particular, the development of SMEs, 
tourism, culture, sporting activities and 
cross-border trade;

Or. de

Justification

Sport also has a major contribution to make to European territorial cooperation.

Amendment by Rolf Berend, Markus Pieper, Manfred Weber 

Amendment 193
Article 6, point 1, subpoint b

b) by encouraging the protection and joint 
management of the environment;

b) by encouraging the protection and joint 
management of the environment and risk 
prevention relating to disaster 
management;

Or. de

Justification

Disaster management has a clear cross-border dimension and should be covered by ERDF 
measures.
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Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll

Amendment 194
Article 6, point (1), subpoint (c)

(c) by reducing isolation through improved 
access to transport, information and 
communication networks and services, and 
cross-border water, waste and energy 
systems; and

(c) by reducing isolation through improved 
access to transport, information and 
communication networks and services, and 
cross-border water, waste and energy 
systems, and improved cross-border 
connectivity of maritime regions; and

Or. en

Justification

It is important to prioritise ‘cross-border’ cooperation between maritime regions as well as 
‘transnational’ cooperation (Article 6, point (2)) 

Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 195
Article 6, paragraph 1, concluding part

In addition, the ERDF may contribute to 
promoting the integration of cross-border 
labour markets, local employment 
initiatives, equal opportunities, training and 
social inclusion, and sharing of human 
resources and facilities for R&TD.

In addition, the ERDF may contribute to 
promoting sustainable communities, the 
integration of cross-border labour markets, 
local employment initiatives, equal 
opportunities, training and social inclusion, 
and sharing of human resources and 
facilities for R&TD.

Or. en

Justification

The concept of sustainable communities should be embedded in cross border activity.

Amendment by Christa Prets

Amendment 196
Article 6, point 1, subpoint d)

d) by developing collaboration, capacity and 
joint use of infrastructures in particular in 

d) by developing collaboration, capacity and 
joint use of infrastructures in particular in 



AM\562438EN.doc 87 PE 357.528v01-00

EN

sectors such as health, culture and education. sectors such as health, culture, sport and 
education.

Or. de

Justification

Sport also has a major contribution to make to European territorial cooperation.

Amendment by Konstantinos Hatzidakis

Amendment 197
Article 6, paragraph 1, point d) a (new)

da) by combating crime and protecting 
borders.

Or. el

Justification

It is absolutely necessary to include combating crime and protecting borders among ERDF 
priorities for achieving 'European territorial cooperation', since they are directly linked with 
the EU's objectives in the field of justice and home affairs. Moreover, the existence of these 
phenomena undermines regional development and the investment climate.  

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij, Markus Pieper

Amendment 198
Article 6, point (1), subpoint (d a) (new)

(da) by promoting the decentralised 
INTERREG management model.

Or. en

Justification

This amendment clarifies the logic of Recital (12), which lays down specific provisions, one of 
which is management. The decentralised INTERREG model has proved its worth and 
therefore should be considered useful for the purpose of territorial cooperation.
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Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 199
Article 6, point 2)

2) the establishment and development of 
transnational cooperation, including bilateral 
cooperation between maritime regions, 
through the financing of networks and of 
actions conducive to integrated territorial 
development on the following priorities:

2) the establishment and development of 
transnational cooperation, including bilateral 
cooperation between maritime regions 
consistent with the ‘wider neighbourhood 
action plan’, through the financing of 
networks and of actions conducive to 
integrated territorial development on the 
following priorities:

Or. pt

Justification

Consistent with the ‘Commission Communication – Third progress report on economic and 
social cohesion’ (COM(2004)0107).

Amendment by Jan Březina

Amendment 200
Article 6, point (2), introductory part

(2) the establishment and development of 
transnational cooperation, including bilateral 
cooperation between maritime regions, 
through the financing of networks and of 
actions conducive to integrated territorial 
development on the following priorities:

(2) the establishment and development of 
transnational cooperation among Member 
States, including bilateral cooperation 
between maritime regions, through the 
financing of networks and of actions 
conducive to integrated territorial 
development on the following priorities:

Or. en

Justification

It has to be made clear that transnational cooperation applies only to Member States. 
Otherwise this article could be interpreted as making it possible for third countries to 
participate in transnational cooperation co-financed by ERDF. That would be contradictory 
to the objective of the cohesion policy, which is to assist Member States.
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Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 201
Article 6, paragraph 2

2) the establishment and development of 
transnational cooperation, including bilateral 
cooperation between maritime regions, 
through the financing of networks and of 
actions conducive to integrated territorial 
development on the following priorities:

2) the establishment and development of 
transnational cooperation, including bilateral 
or multilateral cooperation between 
maritime regions, through the financing of 
networks and of actions conducive to 
integrated territorial development on the 
following priorities:

Or. es

Justification

Cooperation between maritime regions could also be multilateral. 

Amendment by Christa Prets

Amendment 202
Article 6, point 2, introductory phrase

2) the establishment and development of 
transnational cooperation, including bilateral 
cooperation between maritime regions, 
through the financing of networks and of 
actions conducive to integrated territorial 
development on the following priorities:

2) the establishment and development of 
transnational cooperation, including bilateral 
cooperation between maritime regions, 
through the financing of networks and of 
actions conducive to integrated territorial 
development based on the following 
priorities, in particular:

Or. de

Justification

The priorities proposed by the Commission are defined too narrowly and do not take 
sufficient account of the widely differing geographical conditions, regional requirements and 
practical opportunities for action in the various parts of Europe.

Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 203
Article 6, point 2
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2. the establishment and development of 
transnational cooperation, including bilateral 
cooperation between maritime regions, 
through the financing of networks and of 
actions conducive to integrated territorial 
development on the following priorities:

2. the establishment and development of 
transnational cooperation, including bilateral 
cooperation between maritime regions, 
through the financing of networks and of 
actions conducive to integrated territorial 
development based on the following 
priorities, in particular:

Or. de

Justification

The priorities proposed by the Commission are defined too narrowly and do not take 
sufficient account of the widely differing geographical conditions, regional requirements and 
practical opportunities for action in the various parts of Europe.

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 204
Article 6, paragraph 2, point b)

b) improving accessibility, including 
investments in cross-border sections of 
trans-European networks, improved local 
and regional access to national and 
transnational networks and platforms, 
enhanced inter-operability of national and 
regional systems, and promotion of 
advanced communications and information 
technologies;

b) improving accessibility, including 
investments in cross-border sections of 
trans-European networks, improved local 
and regional access to national and 
transnational networks and platforms,
enhanced inter-operability of national and 
regional systems, and promotion of 
advanced logistics, communications and 
information technologies;

Or. es

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 205
Article 6, point (2), subpoint (b)

(b) improving accessibility, including 
investments in cross-border sections of 
trans-European networks, improved local 
and regional access to national and 
transnational networks and platforms, 
enhanced inter-operability of national and 
regional systems, and promotion of 

(b) improving accessibility, including 
investments in sections of trans-European 
networks, improved local and regional 
access to national and transnational 
networks and platforms, enhanced inter-
operability of national and regional systems, 
and promotion of advanced communications 
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advanced communications and information 
technologies;

and information technologies;

Or. en

Justification

The TENs are by definition transnational and all parts of a network are crucial, not only the 
cross-border elements.

Amendment by Richard Howitt, Catherine Stihler, Eluned Morgan

Amendment 206
Article 6, point (2), subpoint (c)

(c) risk prevention, including the promotion 
of maritime security and protection against 
flooding, marine and inland water pollution, 
prevention of and protection against erosion, 
earthquakes and avalanches. Programmes 
may include the provision of equipment and 
development of infrastructure, drawing up 
and implementing transnational assistance 
plans, common risk mapping systems, and 
the development of common instruments for 
studying, preventing, monitoring and 
controlling natural and technological risks.

(c) risk prevention and climate change, 
including the promotion of maritime security 
and protection against flooding, marine and 
inland water pollution, prevention of and 
protection against erosion, earthquakes and 
avalanches as well as biodiversity, 
environmental management and 
sustainable energy production. Programmes 
may include the provision of equipment and 
development of infrastructure, drawing up 
and implementing transnational assistance 
plans, common risk mapping systems, and 
the development of common instruments for 
studying, preventing, monitoring and 
controlling natural and technological risks.

Or. en

Amendment by Margie Sudre

Amendment 207
Article 6, point (2), subpoint (c)

(c) risk prevention, including the promotion 
of maritime security and protection against 
flooding, marine and inland water pollution, 
prevention of and protection against erosion, 
earthquakes and avalanches. Programmes 
may include the provision of equipment and 
development of infrastructure, drawing up 

(c) risk prevention, including the promotion 
of maritime security and protection against 
flooding, climate change, marine and inland 
water pollution, prevention of and protection 
against erosion, earthquakes, tropical 
cyclones, volcanic eruptions, avalanches, 
forest fires and desertification. Programmes 



PE 357.528v01-00 92 AM\562438EN.doc

EN

and implementing transnational assistance 
plans, common risk mapping systems, and 
the development of common instruments for 
studying, preventing, monitoring and 
controlling natural and technological risks.

may include the provision of equipment and 
development of infrastructure, drawing up 
and implementing transnational assistance 
plans, common risk mapping systems, and
the development of common instruments for 
studying, preventing, monitoring and 
controlling natural and technological risks;

Or. fr

Justification

Tropical cyclones are also a source of major risk for some of the European Union’s 
outermost regions.

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar and Inés Ayala Sender

Amendment 208
Article 6, paragraph 2, point c)

c) risk prevention, including the promotion 
of maritime security and protection against 
flooding, marine and inland water pollution, 
prevention of and protection against erosion, 
earthquakes and avalanches. Programmes 
may include the provision of equipment and 
development of infrastructure, drawing up 
and implementing transnational assistance 
plans, common risk mapping systems, and 
the development of common instruments for 
studying, preventing, monitoring and 
controlling natural and technological risks.

c) risk prevention, including the promotion 
of maritime security and protection against 
flooding, drought, climate change and 
marine and inland water pollution, 
prevention of and protection against erosion, 
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, avalanches
forest fires and desertification. Programmes 
may include the provision of equipment and 
development of infrastructure, drawing up 
and implementing transnational assistance 
plans, common risk mapping systems, and 
the development of common instruments for 
studying, preventing, monitoring and 
controlling natural and technological risks.

Or. es

Justification

We should try to ensure that the list of risk factors is as exhaustive as possible so that all risks 
are covered.
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Amendment by Stavros Arnaoutakis

Amendment 209
Article 6, paragraph 2, point c)

c) risk prevention, including the promotion 
of maritime security and protection against 
flooding, marine and inland water pollution, 
prevention of and protection against erosion, 
earthquakes and avalanches. Programmes 
may include the provision of equipment and 
development of infrastructure, drawing up 
and implementing transnational assistance 
plans, common risk mapping systems, and 
the development of common instruments for 
studying, preventing, monitoring and 
controlling natural and technological risks.

c) risk prevention, including the promotion 
of maritime security and protection against 
flooding, climate change, marine and inland 
water pollution, prevention of and protection 
against erosion, earthquakes, volcanic 
eruptions, typhoons, avalanches, forest fires 
and desertification. Programmes may 
include the provision of equipment and 
development of infrastructure, drawing up 
and implementing transnational assistance 
plans, common risk mapping systems, and 
the development of common instruments for 
studying, preventing, monitoring and 
controlling natural and technological risks 
and risks deriving from research.

Or. el

Justification

In keeping with the reasoning for your rapporteur's proposals, typhoons are also likely to 
cause vast damage. Unfortunately, there have been cases where, owing to carelessness or 
failure to carry out checks, scientific research has created environmental problems.

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 210
Article 6, point 2) c)

c) risk prevention, including the promotion 
of maritime security and protection against 
flooding, marine and inland water pollution, 
prevention of and protection against erosion, 
earthquakes and avalanches. Programmes 
may include the provision of equipment and 
development of infrastructure, drawing up 
and implementing transnational assistance 
plans, common risk mapping systems, and
the development of common instruments for 
studying, preventing, monitoring and 
controlling natural and technological risks.

c) risk prevention, including the promotion 
of maritime security and protection against 
flooding, climate change, marine and inland
water pollution, and prevention of, and 
protection against, erosion, not least of the 
coastline, hydrologic accidents,
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, avalanches, 
forest fires, and desertification. 
Programmes may include the provision of 
equipment and development of 
infrastructure, drawing up and implementing 
transnational assistance plans, common risk 
mapping systems, and the development of 
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common instruments for studying, 
preventing, monitoring and controlling 
natural and technological risks.

Or. it

Justification

The purpose of this amendment is to mention phenomena of several other types that are of 
great concern to many Member States and should consequently be added to the initial list so 
as to be included among the priorities for European territorial cooperation.

Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll

Amendment 211
Article 6, point (2), subpoint (c)

(c) risk prevention, including the promotion 
of maritime security and protection against 
flooding, marine and inland water pollution, 
prevention of and protection against erosion, 
earthquakes and avalanches. Programmes 
may include the provision of equipment and 
development of infrastructure, drawing up 
and implementing transnational assistance 
plans, common risk mapping systems, and
the development of common instruments for 
studying, preventing, monitoring and 
controlling natural and technological risks.

(c) risk prevention and climate change, 
including the promotion of maritime security 
and protection against flooding, marine and 
inland water pollution, prevention of and 
protection against erosion, earthquakes and 
avalanches. Programmes may include the 
provision of equipment and development of 
infrastructure, drawing up and implementing 
transnational assistance plans, common risk 
mapping systems, the development of 
common instruments for studying, 
preventing, monitoring and controlling 
natural and technological risks, and the 
development of instruments to improve 
environmental management and 
sustainable energy production.

Or. en

Justification

Combating climate change is a key focus of the Union's environment policy and, as such, 
should also be central to the Union's Cohesion Policy. The development of instruments to 
improve environmental management and sustainable energy production can contribute 
towards this goal. 
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Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 212
Article 6, point 2) d)

d) the creation of scientific and 
technological networks connected with 
issues relating to the balanced development 
of transnational areas, including the 
establishment of networks between 
universities and links for accessing scientific 
knowledge and technology transfer between 
R&TD facilities and international centres of 
R&TD excellence, the development of 
transnational consortia for sharing R&TD 
resources, twinning of technology transfer 
institutions, and development of joint 
financial engineering instruments directed at 
supporting R&TD in SMEs.

d) the creation of scientific and 
technological networks connected with 
issues relating to the balanced development 
of transnational areas, including the 
establishment of networks between 
universities, thus making for their effective 
integration into the European research 
area, and links for accessing scientific 
knowledge and technology transfer between 
R&TD facilities and international centres of 
R&TD excellence, the development of 
transnational consortia for sharing R&TD 
resources, twinning of technology transfer 
institutions, and development of joint 
financial engineering instruments directed at 
supporting R&TD in SMEs.

Or. pt

Justification

Consistent with Commission communication COM(2002)0565 of 16 October 2002.

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 213
Article 6, paragraph 2, point d)

d) the creation of scientific and 
technological networks connected with 
issues relating to the balanced development 
of transnational areas, including the 
establishment of networks between 
universities and links for accessing scientific 
knowledge and technology transfer between
R&TD facilities and international centres of 
R&TD excellence, the development of 
transnational consortia for sharing R&TD 
resources, twinning of technology transfer 
institutions, and development of joint 
financial engineering instruments directed at 

d) the creation of scientific and 
technological networks connected with 
issues relating to the balanced development 
of transnational areas and reducing the 
technology gap, including the establishment 
of networks between universities and links 
for accessing scientific knowledge and 
technology transfer between R&TD facilities 
and international centres of R&TD 
excellence, the development of transnational 
consortia for sharing R&TD resources, 
twinning of technology transfer institutions, 
and development of joint financial 
engineering instruments directed at 
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supporting R&TD in SMEs. supporting R&TD in SMEs.

Or. es

Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 214
Article 6, point (2), subpoint (d a) (new)

(da) balanced spatial development, 
increased co-operation and joint action on 
sustainable development and improved 
understanding of territorial structures, 
development trends and the spatial 
consequences of the future role of the
regions in the European and global 
economies, to be underpinned by a 
coherent and polycentric pattern of 
complementary cities, towns, rural areas 
and coastal and peripheral regions.

Or. en

Justification

Building on the success of the current Interreg IIIB programme, the European territorial 
cooperation objective of the ERDF should look at broader themes than those currently 
proposed. Therefore, these amendments propose additional areas for cooperation between 
European partners.

Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 215
Article 6, point (2), subpoint (d b) (new)

(db) the protection of natural resources and 
the cultural heritage, the protection and 
improvement of the natural environment of 
the regions, the preservation and 
development of the natural assets and the 
protection and improvement of the built 
environment and cultural heritage, the 
development of effective, integrated, long-
term strategies for sustainable development 
and the achievement of a fuller picture of 
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natural resources and the cultural heritage 
and the way in which they can be 
integrated into transnational strategies 
successfully.

Or. en

Justification

Building on the success of the current Interreg IIIB programme, the European territorial 
cooperation objective of the ERDF should look at broader themes than those currently 
proposed. Therefore, these amendments propose additional areas for cooperation between 
European partners.

Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 216
Article 6, point (2), subpoint (d c) (new)

(dc) cooperation on maritime-related 
issues, including port network development, 
shipping services, economic linkages 
between ports and linkages between ports 
and their hinterlands.

Or. en

Justification

Building on the success of the current Interreg IIIB programme, the European territorial 
cooperation objective of the ERDF should look at broader themes than those currently 
proposed. Therefore, these amendments propose additional areas for cooperation between 
European partners.

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai and Bernard Poignant

Amendment 217
Article 6, point (2), subparagraph (2) (new)

The Commission shall ensure that an 
integrated territorial approach is used in 
defining and delimiting transnational zones 
eligible for financing under the ‘European 
territorial cooperation’ objective in order to 
create areas of cooperation that are more 



PE 357.528v01-00 98 AM\562438EN.doc

EN

cohesive and more conducive to genuine 
territorial development projects.

Or. fr

Justification

The definition and delimitation of transnational cooperation zones must go beyond the 
administrative boundaries of each Member State and create cohesive territorial areas that 
will have a strong and common interest in cooperating.

Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 218
Article 6, point (2), subpoint (d a) (new)

(da) collaboration in entrepreneurship and 
SME development, including in the 
tourism, culture, education and health 
sectors and in the support for sustainable 
communities.

Or. en

Justification

This will help to attain the Lisbon Goals.

Amendment by Eluned Morgan

Amendment 219
Article 6, point (2), subpoint (d b) (new)

(db) urban and rural spatial planning 
issues, with a clear transnational 
dimension as outlined in the European 
Spatial Development Perspective.

Or. en

Justification

These issues are a fundamental part of the European Spatial Development Perspective and a 
priority theme where significant progress has been made under current programmes. 
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Amendment by Thijs Berman

Amendment 220
Article 6, paragraph 3

3) reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking 
and exchange of experience among regional 
and local authorities focusing on the topics 
referred to under Article 5(1) and (2) and 
Article 8, including cooperation network 
programmes covering the whole Community 
and actions involving studies, data 
collection, and the observation and analysis 
of development trends in the Community.

3) reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking 
and exchange of experience among regional 
and local authorities and of the development 
of joint projects in one or more policy 
areas, focusing on the topics referred to 
under Article 5(1) and (2) and Article 8, 
including cooperation network programmes 
covering the whole Community and actions 
involving studies, data collection, and the 
observation and analysis of development 
trends in the Community.

Or. nl

Justification

We need to step up cooperation and a good way of doing so is to boost the development of 
joint projects in various policy areas, and not to stop at the exchange of experience and 
creation of networks.      

Amendment by Bastiaan Belder

Amendment 221
Article 6, paragraph 3

3) reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking 
and exchange of experience among regional 
and local authorities focusing on the topics 
referred to under Article 5(1) and (2) and 
Article 8, including cooperation network 
programmes covering the whole Community 
and actions involving studies, data 
collection, and the observation and analysis 
of development trends in the Community.

3) reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking 
and exchange of experience among regional 
and local authorities and the joint 
development and implementation of 
projects by various regions, focusing on the 
topics referred to under Article 5(1) and (2) 
and Article 8, including cooperation network 
programmes covering the whole Community 
and actions involving studies, data 
collection, and the observation and analysis 
of development trends in the Community.

Or. nl
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Justification

As well as mutual consultation, to step up cooperation the joint approach to setting up and 
implementing projects will help to improve the outcome of interregional cooperation. So 
action of this kind must not be left out. See also Amendment 7 by the rapporteur.

Amendment by Margie Sudre

Amendment 222
Article 6, point (3)

(3) reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking 
and exchange of experience among regional 
and local authorities focusing on the topics 
referred to under Article 5(1) and (2) and 
Article 8, including cooperation network 
programmes covering the whole Community 
and actions involving studies, data 
collection, and the observation and analysis 
of development trends in the Community.

(3) the development of interregional 
cooperation and the reinforcement of the 
effectiveness of regional policy by 
promoting networking and exchange of 
experience among regional and local 
authorities focusing on the topics referred to 
under Article 5(1) and (2) and Articles 8, 9, 
10 and 11, including cooperation network 
programmes covering the whole Community 
and actions involving studies, data 
collection, and the observation and analysis 
of development trends in the Community.

Or. fr

Justification

Interregional cooperation should be included under the ‘European territorial cooperation’ 
objective.

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai and Bernard Poignant

Amendment 223
Article 6, point (3)

(3) reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking 
and exchange of experience among regional 
and local authorities focusing on the topics 
referred to under Article 5(1) and (2) and 
Article 8, including cooperation network 
programmes covering the whole Community 
and actions involving studies, data 
collection, and the observation and analysis 

(3) the development of interregional 
cooperation and the reinforcement of the 
effectiveness of regional policy by 
promoting networking and exchange of 
experience among regional and local 
authorities focusing on the topics referred to 
under Article 5(1) and (2) and Articles 8, 9, 
10 and 11, including cooperation network 
programmes covering the whole Community 
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of development trends in the Community. and actions involving studies, data 
collection, and the observation and analysis 
of development trends in the Community.

Or. fr

Justification

Interregional cooperation must be possible under the ‘European territorial cooperation’ 
objective because if it is decided solely by the joint management of programmes under the 
‘Convergence’ and ‘Regional cooperation and employment’ objectives, regions that are not 
eligible under these objectives will not be able to engage in interregional cooperation. 
Moreover, such interregional cooperation must also be possible for rural areas, fisheries-
dependent areas, areas with natural handicaps and the outermost regions.

Amendment by Catherine Stihler

Amendment 224
Article 6, point (3)

(3) reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking 
and exchange of experience among regional 
and local authorities focusing on the topics 
referred to under Article 5(1) and (2) and 
Article 8, including cooperation network 
programmes covering the whole Community 
and actions thus involving studies, data 
collection and the observation and analysis 
of development trends in the Community.

(3) reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking 
and exchange of experience among regional 
and local authorities and public bodies
focusing on the topics referred to under 
Article 4(4) and (5), Article 5(1) and (2) and 
Article 8, including cooperation network 
programmes covering the whole Community 
and actions thus involving studies, data 
collection and the observation and analysis 
of development trends in the Community.

Or. en

Justification

The current wording is too restrictive.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 225
Article 6, point 3

3. reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking 

3. reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking 
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and exchange of experience among regional 
and local authorities focusing on the topics 
referred to under Article 5(1) and (2) and 
Article 8, including cooperation network 
programmes covering the whole Community 
and actions involving studies, data 
collection, and the observation and analysis 
of development trends in the Community.

and exchange of experience among regional 
and local authorities and the partners 
referred to in Article 10 of Regulation (EC) 
No 1260/99 focusing on the topics referred 
to under Article 5(1) and (2) and Article 8 of 
this Regulation, including cooperation 
network programmes covering the whole 
Community and actions involving studies, 
data collection, and the observation and 
analysis of development trends in the 
Community.

Or. de

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij, Markus Pieper

Amendment 226
Article 6, point (3)

(3) reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking 
and exchange of experience among regional 
and local authorities focusing on the topics 
referred to under Article 5 (1) and (2) and 
Article 8, including cooperation network 
programmes covering the whole Community 
and actions involving studies, data 
collection, and the observation in the 
Community.

(3) reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking, 
exchange of experience and project 
development among regional and local 
authorities focusing on the topics referred to 
under Article 5 (1) and (2) and Articles 8, 9, 
10 and 11, including cooperation network 
programmes covering the whole Community 
and actions involving studies, data 
collection, and the observation in the 
Community.

Or. en

Justification

The amendment serves to clarify the article and underlines the importance of project 
development for territorial cooperation. 

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 227
Article 6, point (3)

(3) reinforcement of the effectiveness of 
regional policy by promoting networking 

(3) the development of interregional 
cooperation and the reinforcement of the
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and exchange of experience among regional 
and local authorities focusing on the topics 
referred to under Article 5(1) and (2) and 
Article 8, including cooperation network 
programmes covering the whole Community 
and actions involving studies, data 
collection, and the observation and analysis 
of development trends in the Community.

effectiveness of regional policy by 
promoting networking and exchange of 
experience among regional and local 
authorities focusing on the topics referred to 
under Article 5(1) and (2) and Articles 8, 9, 
10 and 11, including cooperation network 
programmes covering the whole Community 
and actions involving studies, data 
collection, and the observation and analysis 
of development trends in the Community.

Or. fr

Justification

It is important to include interregional cooperation under the ‘territorial cooperation’ 
objective.

Amendment by Eluned Morgan

Amendment 228
Article 7, points (a) and (b)

(a) VAT; (a) deleted
b) interest on debt; (b) interest on debt and other charges or 

fees incurred in relation to debt, unless that 
debt is caused by delays due to the 
suspension of payments by the Commission 
pending clarification of the rules and the 
Commission's concerns subsequently prove 
to be groundless;

Or. en

Justification

There are cases where the Commission has suspended payments and driven projects started 
in good faith into debt. If the Commission's concerns prove to be groundless, the participants 
of the project should not be forced to bear the burden of the debt they incurred through no 
fault of their own.

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski and Adam Jerzy Bielan

Amendment 229
Article 7
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The following expenditure is not eligible for 
a contribution from the ERDF:

The following expenditure is not eligible for 
a contribution from the ERDF:

a) VAT; a) reimbursable VAT;
b) interest on debt; b) interest on debt;

c) the purchase of land for an amount 
exceeding 10% of the total eligible 
expenditure for the operation concerned;

c) the purchase of land for an amount 
exceeding 10% of the total eligible 
expenditure for the operation concerned;

d) housing; d) housing, with the exception of social 
housing and costs for municipal 
infrastructure for residential building sites;

e) decommissioning of nuclear power 
stations.

e) decommissioning of nuclear power 
stations.

Or. pl

Amendment by Alain Hutchinson

Amendment 230
Article 7, point (d)

(d) housing; (d) housing, with the exception of expenses 
which relate to renovation of social 
housing;

Or. fr

Justification

According to the regulations, sustainable development and reduction in energy costs are 
among the principal objectives which the Commission intends to pursue in this reform of the 
Structural Funds.

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg

Amendment 231
Article 7

The following expenditure is not eligible for 
a contribution from the ERDF:
(a) VAT;

(b) interest on debt;

The following expenditure is not eligible for 
a contribution from the ERDF:
(a) reimbursable VAT;

(b) interest on debt;
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(c) the purchase of land for an amount 
exceeding 10% of the total eligible 
expenditure for the operation concerned;

(d) housing;

(e) decommissioning of nuclear power 
stations.

(c) the purchase of land for an amount 
exceeding 10% of the total eligible 
expenditure for the operation concerned;

(d) the construction of new housing;

(e) decommissioning of nuclear power 
stations.

Or. en

Justification

1. Non-eligibility of VAT increases the real costs of projects launched in the context of 
structural aid. The growing costs can be a real obstacle to the realisation of projects, 
diminishing the ability to absorb structural funds (especially the case of new EU Member 
States).

2. The mobilisation of the ERDF to support housing-related expenses in order to rehabilitate 
deprived areas is very important for the new EU Member States because it makes it possible 
to achieve development objectives within the context of cities revitalisation programmes.

Amendment by Catherine Stihler

Amendment 232
Article 7, point (a)

(a) VAT; (a) reimbursable VAT;

Or. en

Justification

To be consistent with current practice and the proposed treatment of VAT in the draft 
European Social Fund Regulation. This would ensure that genuine VAT costs can be included 
as eligible expenditure.

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij, Markus Pieper

Amendment 233
Article 7, point a)

a) VAT; a) reimbursable VAT;

Or. de
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Justification

To ensure consistency among the draft regulations, the wording in Article 7 of the ERDF 
regulation must correspond to that in the draft regulation on the European Social Fund.

Amendment by Jan Březina

Amendment 234
Article 7, point (a)

(a) VAT; (a) reimbursable VAT;

Or. en

Justification

I oppose a general exclusion of VAT as eligible expenditure. Under current rules only 
reimbursable VAT is excluded. Subjects submitting projects who are not VAT payers such as 
local and regional municipalities would be strongly harmed as VAT forms an indispensable 
part of project costs. Moreover, it would be reasonable to harmonise this eligibility rule with 
the ESF Regulation proposal that excludes from eligibility only reimbursable VAT. 

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 235
Article 7, point (a)

(a) VAT; (a) reimbursable VAT;

Or. en

Justification

This would ensure that the rule endorses previous and ongoing practice for ERDF 
programmes. It would also comply with the provisions of the ESF regulation and so avoid 
incomprehensible discrepancies within the European cohesion policy.

Amendment by Rolf Berend, Markus Pieper

Amendment 236
Article 7, point a)

a) VAT; a) reimbursable VAT;
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Or. de

Justification

To ensure consistency among the draft regulations, the wording in Article 7 of the ERDF 
regulation must correspond to that in the draft regulation on the European Social Fund.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 237
Article 7, point a)

a) VAT; deleted

Or. pt

Justification

That VAT should be considered eligible expenditure has not only been shown to be necessary 
in the light of practical experience, but is also required in order to ensure consistency with 
the proposals for the future regulation on the European Social Fund.

Amendment by Jan Březina

Amendment 238
Article 7, point (c)

(c) the purchase of land for an amount 
exceeding 10% of the total eligible 
expenditure for the operation concerned;

(c) the purchase of land for an amount 
exceeding 20% of the total eligible 
expenditure for the operation concerned;

Or. en

Justification

It would be preferable to preserve the current rate of 20% with regard to the need for 
flexibility.

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 239
Article 7, point c)

c) the purchase of land for an amount c) the purchase of land for an amount 
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exceeding 10% of the total eligible 
expenditure for the operation concerned;

exceeding 15% of the total eligible 
expenditure for the operation concerned;

Or. it

Justification

If the expenditure incurred in the purchase of land is limited to 10%, projects will, in some 
cases, be impossible to carry out. Subject to stringent checks, greater latitude should 
therefore be allowed regarding the figure to be put on eligible expenditure, which should total 
not more than 15% of the amount earmarked for a project.

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 240
Article 7, point (d)

(d) housing; (d) housing, with certain exceptions 
including categories of operations of social 
relevance such as the renovation, 
demolition and replacement of housing in 
permanent public ownership (ensuring the 
continuation of public ownership for at 
least an additional 10 years) in deteriorated 
areas;

Or. en

Justification

The eligibility of expenditure for constructing or restructuring residential buildings for 
specific socially vulnerable categories is consistent with the social objectives of European 
Cohesion. The basic argument for this is that housing-related problems, if they are 
mishandled, would lead to serious economic, environmental and social problems.

Amendment by Jan Březina

Amendment 241
Article 7, point (d)

(d) housing; (d) housing, with the exception of measures 
aiming at increasing the energy efficiency 
of houses in large-panel prefabricated 
urban neighbourhoods for an amount not 
exceeding 10% of the total eligible 
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expenditure for the operational programme 
concerned;

Or. en

Justification

Environmental problems of urban areas are closely linked to the poor energy efficiency of 
panel houses in deteriorated urban neighbourhoods. To tackle this problem it would be useful 
if there was the possibility of co-financing from the ERDF.

Amendment by Jan Březina

Amendment 242
Article 7, point (d)

(d) housing; (d) housing, with the exception of measures 
aiming at sustainable housing 
refurbishment in large-panel prefabricated 
urban neighbourhoods for an amount not 
exceeding 10% of the total eligible 
expenditure for the operational programme 
concerned;

Or. en

Justification

Large-panel prefabricated housing represents a very serious problem which is not confined to 
individual Member States. EU assistance is necessary to resolve it and thus avoid ongoing 
negligence resulting in the concentration of social and environmental problems in these 
specific urban neighbourhoods. Deterioration of panel housing is clearly a European 
problem that requires a European solution. It is impossible for states and municipalities to 
tackle this problem on their own. Allowing co-financing from the ERDF would be very useful 
in this context. 

Amendment by Oldřich Vlasák

Amendment 243
Article 7, point (d)

(d) housing; (d) housing, excluding the revitalisation of 
panel-housing estates;
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Or. en

Justification

Revitalisation of panel-housing estates is the main urban challenge for many cities across the 
European Union. Not only do these deteriorating estates suffer from high crime rates and 
pose a risk of social exclusion, but they are also highly energy demanding and thus create 
environmental problems and inefficiencies. These challenges should have been responded to 
on a European multi-level governance basis.

Amendment by Salvatore Tatarella

Amendment 244
Article 7, point d a) (new)

da) new house-building;

Or. it

Justification

The above clarification is necessary because when it is not intended to increase the housing 
stock, as would be the case in, for example, urban renewal works, house-building could be 
covered by expenditure eligible for ERDF financing.

Amendment by Eluned Morgan

Amendment 245
Article 8

Urban dimension

1. In the case of action involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25(4) 
a) and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No (…), 
the ERDF shall support the development of 
participative, integrated strategies to tackle 
the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems 
affecting urban agglomerations.

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 

deleted
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heritage with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

2. By way of derogation from Article 33(2) 
of Regulation (EC) No (…), the ERDF 
funding of measures under the ‘Regional 
competitiveness and employment’ objective 
falling within the scope of Regulation (EC) 
N° (…) on the European Social Fund shall 
be raised to 10% of the priority concerned.

Or. en

Justification

The General Regulation already provides that the Structural Funds should promote 
competitiveness in urban (and rural) areas. Each region is different and it should be left up to 
the regions to decide what is applicable to them. 

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 246
Article 8, paragraph 1

1. In the case of action involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25(4) 
a) and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No (…), 
the ERDF shall support the development of 
participative, integrated strategies to tackle 
the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems affecting 
urban agglomerations.

1. In the case of action involving sustainable 
urban development as referred to in 
Article 25(4) a) and 36(4) b) of Regulation 
(EC) No (…) and as referred to in 
Articles 4 and 5 of this Regulation, the 
ERDF shall support the development of 
participative, integrated strategies to tackle 
the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems affecting 
urban agglomerations and medium-sized 
and small towns functioning as centres.

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
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provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

provision of services to the population and 
other measures referred to in Articles 4 and 
5 of this Regulation based on an integrated 
plan taking account of changing 
demographic structures.

Or. de

Amendment by Margie Sudre

Amendment 247
Article 8, paragraph 1

1. In the case of action involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25(4) 
a) and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No (…), 
the ERDF shall support the development of 
participative, integrated strategies to tackle 
the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems affecting 
urban agglomerations.

1. In the case of action involving sustainable 
urban development as referred to in Article 
25(4) a) and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No 
(…), the ERDF shall support the 
development of participative, integrated 
strategies to strengthen sustainable growth 
and to tackle the high concentration of 
economic, environmental and social 
problems affecting urban agglomerations.

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
innovation and the knowledge economy, 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

Or. fr

Justification

Linguistic amendment: it concerns the knowledge economy.

Amendment by Richard Howitt, Catherine Stihler, Iratxe García Pérez

Amendment 248
Article 8, paragraph 1
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1. In the case of action involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25(4) a) 
and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No (…), the 
ERDF shall support the development of 
participative, integrated strategies to tackle 
the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems affecting 
urban agglomerations.

1. In the case of action involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25(4) a) 
and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No (…), the 
ERDF shall support the development of 
participative, integrated strategies to tackle 
the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems affecting 
urban agglomerations, support the removal 
of access barriers faced by disabled persons 
in the urban environment and require 
adherence to accessibility criteria for urban 
development projects funded by the ERDF.

Or. en

Justification

Urban regeneration cannot succeed if socially disadvantaged groups are not accommodated 
in urban policy and planning. In particular, urban development must explicitly recognise the 
need to promote an urban environment which is accessible for disabled people.

Amendment by Miroslav Mikolášik

Amendment 249
Article 8, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1

1. In the case of action involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25(4) a) 
and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No (…), the 
ERDF shall support the development of 
participative, integrated strategies to tackle 
the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems affecting 
urban agglomerations. 

1. In the case of action involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25(4) a) 
and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No (…), the 
ERDF shall:

- support the development of participative, 
integrated strategies to tackle the high 
concentration of economic, environmental 
and social problems affecting urban 
agglomerations;

- support the removal of access barriers 
faced by disabled persons in the urban 
environment and require adherence to 
accessibility criteria for urban development 
projects funded by the ERDF.

Or. en
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Justification

Urban regeneration cannot succeed if socially disadvantaged groups are not accommodated 
in urban policy and planning. In particular, urban development must explicitly recognise the 
need to promote an urban environment which is accessible for disabled people.

Amendment by Jan Březina

Amendment 250
Article 8, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, an increase in the 
energy efficiency of houses in large-panel 
prefabricated urban neighbourhoods, 
brownfield redevelopment and the 
preservation and development of the 
historical and cultural heritage with 
measures to promote entrepreneurship, local 
employment and community development, 
as well as the provision of services to the 
population taking account of changing 
demographic structures.

Or. en

Justification

See justification to Article 7, point (d). Given the importance of increasing energy efficiency 
for the environmental aspect of urban challenges, an explicit reference to such measures is 
required.

Amendment by Jan Březina

Amendment 251
Article 8, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, measures aimed at 
sustainable housing refurbishment in 
large-panel prefabricated urban 
neighbourhoods, brownfield redevelopment, 
the preservation and development of the 
historical and cultural heritage with 
measures to promote entrepreneurship, local 



AM\562438EN.doc 115 PE 357.528v01-00

EN

taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

employment and community development, 
as well as the provision of services to the 
population taking account of changing 
demographic structures.

Or. en

Justification

See justification to Article 7, point (d).

Amendment by Adriana Poli Bortone

Amendment 252
Article 8, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage, and the regeneration of decayed 
urban areas with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment, the 
environment, and community development, 
as well as the provision of services to the 
population taking account of changing 
demographic structures.    

Or. it

Justification

The regeneration of decayed urban areas and protection of the environment deserve to be 
taken specifically into account within the urban dimension, in keeping with the Lisbon and 
Göteborg strategies.

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg

Amendment 253
Article 8, paragraph 1

1. In the case of action involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25(4) 
a) and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No (…), 
the ERDF shall support the development of 

1. In the case of action involving sustainable 
urban development as referred to in Article 
25(4) a) and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No 
(…), the ERDF shall support the 
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participative, integrated strategies to tackle 
the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems affecting 
urban agglomerations.

development of participative, integrated 
strategies to strengthen sustainable growth 
and to tackle the high concentration of 
economic, environmental and social 
problems in urban agglomerations.

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage as well as the development of 
cultural infrastructure and cultural 
services with measures to promote 
innovation and the knowledge economy,
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

Or. en

Justification

Investments in sport infrastructure and cultural services have a considerable influence on the 
social and economic situation in the region. They create new job prospects and tourist 
attractions and improve the quality of life of the local inhabitants. That is why it is very 
important to include cultural issues in this article.

Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 254
Article 8, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1

1. In the case of actions involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25 (4) 
a) and 36 (4) b) of Regulation (EC) No (…), 
the ERDF shall support the development of 
participative, integrated strategies to tackle 
the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems affecting
urban agglomerations.

1. In the case of actions involving 
sustainable urban development as referred 
to in Article 25 (4) a) and 36 (4) b) of 
Regulation (EC) No (…), the ERDF shall 
support the development of participative, 
integrated strategies to strengthen 
sustainable growth and to tackle the high 
concentration of economic, environmental 
and social problems in urban 
agglomerations.
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Or. en

Justification

Given the crucial role of urban areas for regional development, it is important for the 
effectiveness of cohesion policy and their contribution to the Lisbon and Gothenburg 
objectives that structural funding is more explicitly related to urban needs and potential in the 
regions. This can be achieved by introducing sustainable urban development actions, which 
should include, but at the same time go beyond, ‘urban regeneration’ measures.

Amendment by Stavros Arnaoutakis

Amendment 255
Article 8, paragraph 1

1. In the case of action involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25(4) 
a) and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No (…), 
the ERDF shall support the development of 
participative, integrated strategies to tackle 
the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems affecting 
urban agglomerations.

1. In the case of action involving sustainable 
urban development as referred to in Article 
25(4) a) and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No 
(…), the ERDF shall support the 
development of participative, integrated 
strategies to strengthen sustainable 
development and to tackle the high 
concentration of economic, environmental 
and social problems in urban 
agglomerations.

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical and the housing environment, 
brownfield redevelopment, and the 
preservation and development of the 
historical and cultural heritage with 
measures to promote innovation and the 
knowledge-based economy, 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

Or. el

Justification

Often, the housing environment, which could have been developed in a highly beneficial 
manner, has been left to decay as part of a complex of problems facing certain areas. It is 
important to revive those areas where regeneration would mean that there is no need for new 
infrastructure projects or where the character of the area would be restored.
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Amendment by Richard Catherine Stihler, Eluned Morgan, 

Amendment 256
Article 8, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1

1. In the case of action involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25(4) a) 
and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No (...), the 
ERDF shall support the development of 
participative, integrated strategies to tackle 
the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems affecting 
urban agglomerations.

1. In the case of action involving urban 
regeneration as referred to in Article 25(4) a) 
and 36(4) b) of Regulation (EC) No (...), the 
ERDF shall support the development of 
participative, integrated strategies to tackle 
the high concentration of economic, 
environmental and social problems affecting 
urban areas.

Or. en

Justification

Economic, environmental and social problems need to be addressed in all urban areas, not 
just in urban agglomerations.

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 257
Article 8, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures. 

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, revitalisation of the 
built environment including the renovation, 
demolition and replacement of housing in 
permanent public ownership (ensuring the 
continuation of public ownership for at 
least an additional 10 years), improvement 
of the environment around buildings, 
energy efficiency and renewable energy 
projects in deteriorated urban areas,
brownfield redevelopment, and the 
preservation and development of the 
historical and cultural heritage with 
measures to promote innovation and the 
knowledge society, entrepreneurship, local 
employment and community development, 
as well as the provision of services to the 
population taking account of changing 
demographic structures.
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Or. en

Justification

The housing sector is more important to urban rehabilitation in the new Member States, 
where the demolition, replacement and renovation of the substandard housing stock is a key 
issue, than in the older Member States. Rehabilitation will not succeed without a serious 
restructuring of the housing stock. The second part of the amendment aims at promoting the 
goals set by the Lisbon agenda.

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 258
Article 8, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population 
taking account of changing demographic 
structures and sustainable mobility.

Or. es

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 259
Article 8, paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. The ERDF shall help, among other 
things, to remove design-related barriers so 
as to enable people with disabilities to have 
access to, and make use of, art sites, 
museums, and exhibition spaces. 

Or. it

Justification

Removing design-related barriers, and a general accessibility requirement to help people 
with disabilities, applying also to leisure areas, should be listed among the specific aims of 



PE 357.528v01-00 120 AM\562438EN.doc

EN

the ERDF, since this is entirely in keeping with the principles and values informing the 
Union.  

Amendment by Salvatore Tatarella

Amendment 260
Article 8, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2

This may combine the rehabilitation of the 
physical environment, brownfield 
redevelopment, and the preservation and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage with measures to promote 
entrepreneurship, local employment and 
community development, as well as the 
provision of services to the population
taking account of changing demographic 
structures.

This shall be intended to improve the urban
environment through brownfield 
redevelopment and the protection and 
development of the historical and cultural 
heritage, providing for appropriate
measures to promote entrepreneurship, local 
employment and the development of local 
ways of life, as well as setting up services to 
citizens taking account of changing
demographic structures.

Or. it

Justification

The second part of Article 8(1) has been reworded in order to make the point that the 
strategies referred to in the first part may encompass a range of problems and are intended to 
improve the environment in general.

Amendment by Arlene McCarthy

Amendment 261
Article 8, paragraph 2

2. By the way of derogation from Article 
33(2) of Regulation (EC) No (….), the 
ERDF funding of measures under the 
‘Regional competitiveness and employment’ 
objective falling within the scope of 
Regulation (EC) No (….) on the European 
Social Fund shall be raised to 10% of the 
priority concerned.

2. By the way of derogation from Article 
33(2) of Regulation (EC) No (….), the 
ERDF funding of measures under the 
‘Regional competitiveness and employment’ 
objective falling within the scope of 
Regulation (EC) No (….) on the European 
Social Fund shall be raised to a maximum of 
20% of the priority concerned.

Or. en

Justification

Building on the positive experience of the URBAN Community Initiative, the ERDF should be 
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allowed to fund ESF-type measures in urban areas up to 20%, in order to allow urban areas 
to define in a more flexible way the appropriate measures to tackle local challenges. 

Amendment by Jan Březina

Amendment 262
Article 8, paragraph 2

2. By way of derogation from Article 33(2) 
of Regulation (EC) No (...), the ERDF 
funding of measures under the ‘Regional 
competitiveness and employment’ objective 
falling within the scope of Regulation (EC) 
N° (...) on the European Social Fund shall be 
raised to 10% of the priority concerned.

2. By way of derogation from Article 33(2) 
of Regulation (EC) No (...), the ERDF 
funding of measures under the 
‘Convergence’ objective and ‘Regional 
competitiveness and employment’ objective 
falling within the scope of Regulation (EC) 
N° (...) on the European Social Fund shall be 
raised to 20% of the priority concerned. 

Or. en

Justification

The objective is to make it possible to provide increased financial assistance from the ERDF 
where necessary for the satisfactory implementation of a project falling within the operational 
programme of the ESF. Moreover, there is no relevant reason to limit this rule to the 
‘Regional competitiveness and employment’ objective since many operations co-financed 
from the European Social Fund fall within the ‘Convergence’ objective. That is why I propose 
to extend it to include also the ‘Convergence’ objective.

Amendment by Eluned Morgan

Amendment 263
Article 9

Rural areas and areas dependent on 
fisheries

Member States and regions shall ensure 
complementarity and consistency between 
the measures co-financed by the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
(EAFRD) pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 
(…) and the actions co-financed by the 
European Fund for Fisheries (EFF) 
pursuant to Regulation (EC) No (…), on 
the one hand, and the programmes co-

deleted
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financed by the ERDF, on the other.

The ERDF intervention in rural areas and 
areas dependent on fisheries shall 
concentrate on the economic diversification 
of such areas, including:
1) infrastructure to improve accessibility;
2) acceleration of the rolling-out of 
telecommunication networks and services 
in rural areas;
3) development of new economic activities 
outside the agricultural and fishery sectors;
4) reinforcement of links between urban 
and rural areas;
5) development of tourism and rural 
amenities.

Member States and regions shall ensure 
complementarity and coherence between 
the actions co-financed by the EAFRD and 
those co-financed by the EFF on the one 
hand, and the actions co-financed by the 
ERDF on the other hand. To this end, for 
actions under points (1), (3) and (5) 
Member States shall set when preparing 
operational programmes clear demarcation 
criteria for actions to be supported from the 
ERDF by virtue of this Article, on the one 
hand, or from the EAFRD by virtue of 
Article 49(1), a), b) and i) of Regulation 
(EC) No (…), for rural areas, or from the 
EFF by virtue of Article (…) of Regulation 
(EC) No (…) for areas dependent on 
fisheries.

Or. en

Justification

Each region is different and it should be left up to the regions to decide what priorities are 
applicable to them. 

Amendment by Alyn Smith

Amendment 264
Article 9, paragraph 1
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Member States and regions shall ensure 
complementarity and consistency between 
the measures co-financed by the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
(EAFRD) pursuant to Regulation (EC) No 
(…) and the actions co-financed by the 
European Fund for Fisheries (EFF) pursuant 
to Regulation (EC) No (…), on the one 
hand, and the programmes co-financed by 
the ERDF, on the other.

Member States and regional and local 
authorities shall ensure complementarity 
and consistency between the measures co-
financed by the European Agricultural Fund 
for Rural Development (EAFRD) pursuant 
to Regulation (EC) No (…) and the actions 
co-financed by the European Fund for 
Fisheries (EFF) pursuant to Regulation (EC) 
No (…), on the one hand, and the 
programmes co-financed by the ERDF, on 
the other.

Or. en

Amendment by Richard Howitt, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 265
Article 9, paragraph 2

The ERDF intervention in rural areas and 
areas dependent on fisheries shall 
concentrate on the economic diversification 
of such areas, including:

The ERDF intervention in rural areas and 
areas dependent on fisheries shall 
concentrate on measures to tackle the 
economic, environmental and social 
problems affecting such areas and the need 
to develop diversification measures 
including:

1) infrastructure to improve accessibility; 1) infrastructure to improve accessibility;
2) acceleration of the rolling-out of 
telecommunication networks and services in 
rural areas;

2) acceleration of the rolling-out of 
telecommunication networks and services in 
rural areas;

3) development of new economic activities 
outside the agricultural and fishery sectors;

3) development of new economic activities 
outside the agricultural and fishery sectors;

4) reinforcement of links between urban and 
rural areas;

4) reinforcement of links between urban and 
rural areas;

5) development of tourism and rural 
amenities.

5) development of tourism and rural 
amenities;
6) promotion of entrepreneurship and 
measures to stimulate local employment;
7) Community development.

Or. en
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Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 266
Article 9, paragraph 2, points 1 to 5 and paragraph 3

1) infrastructure to improve accessibility; 1) infrastructure to improve accessibility 
and to improve the attractiveness of the 
region;

2) acceleration of the rolling-out of 
telecommunication networks and services in 
rural areas;

2) acceleration of the rolling-out of 
telecommunication networks and services in 
rural areas and creation of high-quality jobs 
outside the agricultural and fishery sectors;

3) development of new economic activities 
outside the agricultural and fishery sectors;

3) development of new economic activities, 
in particular promotion of SMEs, craft 
businesses and the creation of firms outside 
the agricultural and fishery sectors;

3a) development of education and research 
institutions in rural areas, but excluding 
measures financed by the European Social 
Fund (ESF); 

4) reinforcement of links between urban and 
rural areas;

4) reinforcement of links between urban and 
rural areas;

4a) improvement in the quality of cultural 
institutions and cultural life;

5) development of tourism and rural 
amenities.

5) development of tourism and rural 
amenities.

Member States and regions shall ensure 
complementarity and coherence between the 
actions co-financed by the EAFRD and 
those co-financed by the EFF on the one 
hand, and the actions co-financed by the 
ERDF on the other hand. To this end, for 
actions under points 1), 3) and 5) Member 
States shall set when preparing operational 
programmes clear demarcation criteria for 
actions to be supported from the ERDF by 
virtue of this Article, on the one hand, or 
from the EAFRD by virtue of Article 49(1), 
a), b) and i) of Regulation (EC) No (…), for 
rural areas, or from the EFF by virtue of 
Article (…) of Regulation (EC) No (…) for 
areas dependent on fisheries.

Member States and regions shall ensure 
complementarity and coherence between the 
actions co-financed by the EAFRD and 
those co-financed by the EFF on the one 
hand, and the actions co-financed by the 
ERDF under the national strategic 
reference framework on the other hand. To 
this end, for actions under points 1), 3) and 
5) Member States shall set when preparing 
operational programmes clear demarcation 
criteria for actions to be supported from the 
ERDF by virtue of this Article, on the one 
hand, or from the EAFRD by virtue of 
Article 49(1), a), b) and i) of Regulation 
(EC) No (…), for rural areas, or from the 
EFF by virtue of Article (…) of Regulation 
(EC) No (…) for areas dependent on 
fisheries. This demarcation is technical in 
nature and may not disadvantage uniform 
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integrated development.

Or. de

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 267
Article 9, paragraph 2

The ERDF intervention in rural areas and 
areas dependent on fisheries shall 
concentrate on the economic diversification 
of such areas, including:

The ERDF intervention in rural areas and 
areas dependent on fisheries shall 
concentrate, without undermining the 
principle of sustainability, on the economic 
diversification of such areas, including:

Or. pt

Justification

Consistent with the conclusions issued following the Göteborg European Council of 15 and 
16 June 2001.  

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 268
Article 9, paragraph 2, point 5)

5) development of tourism and rural 
amenities.

5) sustainable development of tourism and 
rural amenities.

Or. pt

Justification

Consistent with the conclusions issued following the Göteborg European Council of 15 and 
16 June 2001.     

Amendment by Alyn Smith

Amendment 269
Article 9, paragraph 3

Member States and regions shall ensure Member States and regional and local 
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complementarity and coherence between the 
actions co-financed by the EAFRD and 
those co-financed by the EFF on the one 
hand, and the actions co-financed by the 
ERDF on the other hand. To this end, for 
actions under points (1), (3) and (5) Member 
States shall set when preparing operational 
programmes clear demarcation criteria for 
actions to be supported from the ERDF by 
virtue of this Article, on the one hand, or 
from the EAFRD by virtue of Article 49(1), 
a), b) and i) of Regulation (EC) No (…), for 
rural areas, or from the EFF by virtue of 
Article (…) of Regulation (EC) No (…) for 
areas dependent on fisheries.

authorities shall ensure complementarity 
and coherence between the actions co-
financed by the EAFRD and those co-
financed by the EFF on the one hand, and 
the actions co-financed by the ERDF on the 
other hand. To this end, for actions under 
points (1), (3) and (5) Member States shall 
set when preparing operational programmes 
clear demarcation criteria for actions to be 
supported from the ERDF by virtue of this 
Article, on the one hand, or from the 
EAFRD by virtue of Article 49(1), a), b) and 
i) of Regulation (EC) No (…), for rural 
areas, or from the EFF by virtue of Article 
(…) of Regulation (EC) No (…) for areas 
dependent on fisheries.

Or. en

Amendment by Brigitte Douay and Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 270
Article 9, paragraph 2, point (3)

(3) development of new economic activities 
outside the agricultural and fishery sectors;

(3) development of new economic activities 
outside the agricultural and fishery sectors, 
including the creation, takeover and 
development of small, micro and craft 
enterprises;

Or. fr

Justification

Support for these enterprises is an important rural development measure. Very small 
enterprises play an important role in job creation. 

Amendment by Alyn Smith

Amendment 271
Article 9, paragraph 2, point (5)

(5) development of tourism and rural 
amenities.

(5) development of sustainable ways of 
tourism and rural amenities.
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Or. en

Amendment by Catherine Stihler

Amendment 272
Article 9, paragraph 2, point 5)

5) development of tourism and rural 
amenities.

5) development of sustainable tourism and 
rural amenities. 

Or. en

Justification

Complies with previous references to tourism and the Gothenburg agenda.

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 273
Article 9, paragraph 2, point (5 a) (new)

(5a) the production of biofuels and/or use 
of energy from renewable sources.

Or. en

Justification

Rural areas should contribute to the European Union’s ambitious target of producing 12% of 
its gross energy consumption from renewable energy sources.

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg

Amendment 274
Article 9, paragraph 2, point (5 a) (new)

(5a) protection of the cultural heritage, 
development of cultural infrastructure and 
folk culture.

Or. en
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Justification

Investments in cultural infrastructure have an important influence on the social and economic 
situation in the region. They are a source of new jobs and contribute to the improvement of 
the quality of life of the local inhabitants. 

Amendment by Gábor Harangozó

Amendment 275
Article 9, paragraph 2, point (5 b) (new)

(5b) investments in energy efficiency 
(infrastructure, technical support and the 
provision of information to end-users).

Or. en

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 276
Article 9, last paragraph

Member States and regions shall ensure 
complementarity and coherence between the 
actions co-financed by the EAFRD and 
those co-financed by the EFF on the one 
hand, and the actions co-financed by the 
ERDF on the other hand. To this end, for 
actions under points 1), 3) and 5) Member 
States shall set when preparing operational 
programmes clear demarcation criteria for 
actions to be supported from the ERDF by 
virtue of this Article, on the one hand, or 
from the EAFRD by virtue of Article 49(1), 
a), b) and i) of Regulation (EC) No (…), for 
rural areas, or from the EFF by virtue of 
Article (…) of Regulation (EC) No (…) for 
areas dependent on fisheries.

Member States and regions shall ensure 
complementarity and coherence between the 
actions co-financed by the EAFRD and 
those co-financed by the EFF on the one 
hand, and the actions co-financed by the 
ERDF on the other hand. To this end, for 
actions under points 1), 3) and 5) Member 
States and the relevant partners shall set 
when preparing operational programmes 
clear demarcation criteria for actions to be 
supported from the ERDF by virtue of this 
Article, on the one hand, or from the 
EAFRD by virtue of Article 49(1), a), b) and 
i) of Regulation (EC) No (…), for rural 
areas, or from the EFF by virtue of Article 
(…) of Regulation (EC) No (…) for areas 
dependent on fisheries. They shall also 
ensure an appropriate balance between the 
sectoral dimension (agriculture or 
fisheries) and the territorial dimension in 
the use of financial resources transferred 
from the cohesion policy to the EAFRD 
and the EFF.
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Or. fr

Justification

Financial resources transferred from the cohesion policy to these new instruments must not 
be used solely to support traditional agricultural and fishing activities when the integrated 
territorial development of these areas requires economic diversification. 

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 277
Article 9, paragraph 3

Member States and regions shall ensure 
complementarity and coherence between the 
actions co-financed by the EAFRD and 
those co-financed by the EFF on the one 
hand, and the actions co-financed by the 
ERDF on the other hand. To this end, for 
actions under points (1), (3) and (5) Member 
States shall set when preparing operational 
programmes clear demarcation criteria for 
actions to be supported from the ERDF by 
virtue of this Article, on the one hand, or 
from the EAFRD by virtue of Article 49(1), 
a), b) and i) of Regulation (EC) No (…), for 
rural areas, or from the EFF by virtue of 
Article (…) of Regulation (EC) No (…) for 
areas dependent on fisheries.

Member States and regions shall ensure 
complementarity and coherence between the 
actions co-financed by the EAFRD and 
those co-financed by the EFF on the one 
hand, and the actions co-financed by the 
ERDF on the other hand. To this end, for 
actions under points (1), (3) and (5) Member 
States, their regions and local authorities
shall set when preparing operational 
programmes clear demarcation criteria for 
actions to be supported from the ERDF by 
virtue of this Article, on the one hand, or 
from the EAFRD by virtue of Article 49(1), 
a), b) and i) of Regulation (EC) No (…), for 
rural areas, or from the EFF by virtue of 
Article (…) of Regulation (EC) No (…) for 
areas dependent on fisheries. 

Or. en

Justification

Actions affecting sub-national areas should be decided in consultation with the regions and 
local authorities concerned, especially when criteria are being set.

Amendment by Eluned Morgan

Amendment 278
Article 10

Areas with natural handicaps deleted
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Regional programmes co-financed by the 
ERDF covering areas facing natural 
handicaps as referred to in Article 52(1) b) 
of Regulation (EC) No (…) shall pay 
particular attention to addressing the 
specific difficulties of those areas.

Without prejudice to Article 3 and 4, the 
ERDF shall in particular contribute 
towards the financing of investments aimed 
at improving accessibility, promoting and 
developing economic activities related to 
the cultural heritage, promoting the 
sustainable use of natural resources, and 
stimulating the tourism sector.

Or. en

Justification

Each region is different and it should be left up to the regions to decide what priorities are 
applicable to them. 

Amendment by Konstantinos Hatzidakis

Amendment 279
Article 10, paragraph 2

Without prejudice to Article 3 and 4, the 
ERDF shall in particular contribute towards 
the financing of investments aimed at 
improving accessibility, promoting and 
developing economic activities related to the 
cultural heritage, promoting the sustainable 
use of natural resources, and stimulating the 
tourism sector.

Without prejudice to Article 3 and 4, the 
ERDF shall in particular contribute towards 
the financing of investments aimed at 
improving accessibility, promoting and 
developing economic activities related to the 
cultural heritage, promoting the sustainable 
use of natural resources, and stimulating the 
tourism sector.

By way of derogation from Article 3, 
paragraph 2 of this Regulation, the ERDF 
shall co-finance operating expenditure in 
areas which are doubly disadvantaged in 
accordance with Article 52, paragraph 3, 
point (b) of Regulation (EC) No. (…) in 
order to offset the additional cost incurred 
owing to the characteristics of these areas, 
with the exception of products falling 
within Annex I to the Treaty as follows:
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a) support for goods transport services and 
start-up aid for transport services.
b) support for tackling problems relating to 
the local labour market.

Or. el

Justification

This amendment relates to the islands affected by the additional transport costs resulting from 
the disadvantages they face owing to their geographical position which require special 
attention in the context of territorial, economic and social cohesion (as recognised in Article 
III-220 of the Treaty on the Constitution). 

Amendment by Michl Ebner

Amendment 280
Article 10, paragraph 2

Without prejudice to Article 3 and 4, the 
ERDF shall in particular contribute towards 
the financing of investments aimed at 
improving accessibility, promoting and 
developing economic activities related to the 
cultural heritage, promoting the sustainable 
use of natural resources, and stimulating the 
tourism sector.

Without prejudice to Articles 3 and 4, the 
ERDF shall in particular contribute towards 
the financing of investments aimed at 
improving accessibility, promoting and 
developing economic activities relating to 
the cultural heritage, promoting economic 
and social integration, especially in 
multicultural and multilingual areas,
promoting the sustainable use of natural 
resources, and stimulating the tourism 
sector.

Or. de

Justification

The use of ERDF funding in multicultural areas, in particular, should be referred to explicitly 
in this article. Multicultural and multilingual areas are usually in the vanguard when it comes 
to using the ERDF funding to promote different cultures and languages.

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 281
Article 10, paragraph 2

Without prejudice to Article 3 and 4, the Without prejudice to Article 3 and 4, the 
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ERDF shall in particular contribute towards 
the financing of investments aimed at 
improving accessibility, promoting and 
developing economic activities related to 
the cultural heritage, promoting the 
sustainable use of natural resources, and 
stimulating the tourism sector.

ERDF shall in particular contribute towards 
the financing of investments aimed at 
improving accessibility, promoting and 
developing economic activities that prevent 
their depopulation and encourage their 
development, while at the same time 
ensuring conservation of their cultural 
heritage, promoting the sustainable use of 
natural resources, and stimulating the 
tourism sector.

Or. es

Justification

The development difficulties facing areas with permanent natural disadvantages lead to 
depopulation as there are very great difficulties with access to employment.

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 282
Article 10, paragraph 2

Without prejudice to Article 3 and 4, the 
ERDF shall in particular contribute towards 
the financing of investments aimed at 
improving accessibility, promoting and 
developing economic activities related to the 
cultural heritage, promoting the sustainable 
use of natural resources, and stimulating the 
tourism sector.

Without prejudice to Article 3 and 4, the 
ERDF shall in particular contribute towards 
the financing of investments aimed at 
improving accessibility, promoting and 
developing all kinds of economic activities, 
not just those related to the cultural heritage, 
but also those related to innovation and the 
new technologies that are especially suited 
to the features of the region (rural 
telecentres, etc.) promoting the sustainable 
use of natural resources, and stimulating the 
tourism sector.

Or. es

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 283
Article 10, paragraph 2

Without prejudice to Article 3 and 4, the 
ERDF shall in particular contribute towards 

Without prejudice to Articles 3 and 4, the 
ERDF shall in particular contribute towards 
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the financing of investments aimed at 
improving accessibility, promoting and
developing economic activities related to the 
cultural heritage, promoting the sustainable 
use of natural resources, and stimulating the 
tourism sector.

the financing of investments aimed at 
improving accessibility at all levels, 
promoting, developing, and diversifying 
sustainable economic activities related to 
the cultural heritage, promoting the 
sustainable use of natural resources, and 
stimulating the tourism sector.

Or. pt

Justification

Consistent with points 3 and 4 of the conclusions issued following the Göteborg European 
Council of 15 and 16 June 2001.     

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 284
Article 11, paragraph 1

In accordance with the additional allocation 
referred to in Article 16(1) d) of Regulation 
(EC) No (…) and by way of derogation 
from Article 3(2) of this Regulation, the 
ERDF shall help finance operating aid in the 
outermost regions to offset the additional 
costs incurred in the areas covered by 
Article 4 and in the following additional 
areas, with the exception of products falling 
within Annex I to the Treaty:

In accordance with the additional allocation 
referred to in Article 16(1) d) of Regulation 
(EC) No (…) by way of derogation from 
Article 3(2) of this Regulation, and 
pursuant to Article 299(2) of the EC Treaty,
the ERDF shall help finance operating aid in 
the outermost regions to offset the additional 
costs incurred in the areas covered by 
Article 4 and in the following additional 
areas, with the exception of products falling 
within Annex I to the Treaty:

Or. pt

Justification

The need to apply existing Treaty provisions, not least Article 299(2), should be made clear.

Amendment by Sérgio Marques

Amendment 285
Article 11, paragraph 1

In accordance with the additional allocation 
referred to in Article 16(1) d) of Regulation 

(Does not affect English version.)
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(EC) No (…) and by way of derogation from 
Article 3(2) of this Regulation, the ERDF 
shall help finance operating aid in the 
outermost regions to offset the additional 
costs incurred in the areas covered by 
Article 4 and in the following additional 
areas, with the exception of products falling 
within Annex I to the Treaty:

Or. pt

Justification

(Does not affect English version.)

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo and Fernando Fernández Martín

Amendment 286
Article 11, paragraph 1

In accordance with the additional allocation 
referred to in Article 16(1) d) of Regulation 
(EC) No (…) and by way of derogation from 
Article 3(2) of this Regulation, the ERDF 
shall help finance operating aid in the 
outermost regions to offset the additional 
costs incurred in the areas covered by 
Article 4 and in the following additional 
areas, with the exception of products falling 
within Annex I to the Treaty:

In accordance with the additional allocation 
referred to in Article 16(1) d) of Regulation 
(EC) No (…) and by way of derogation from 
Article 3(2) of this Regulation, the ERDF 
shall help finance operating aid in the 
outermost regions to prevent the additional 
costs incurred in the areas covered by 
Article 4 and in the following additional 
areas, with the exception of products falling 
within Annex I to the Treaty, from impeding 
completion of the single market:

Or. es

Justification

The particular remoteness of these areas, and the difficulties involved in the transport of 
goods and scarcity of products that their markets provide, result in a significant restriction of 
these regions’ full integration in the market.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 287
Article 12, point 3 a (new)
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3a) the results of the strategic 
environmental impact assessment pursuant 
to Directive 2001/42/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on the 
assessment of the effects of certain plans 
and programmes on the environment1;
––––––––––––––
1 OJ L 197, 21.7.2001, p. 30.

Or. de

Amendment by Jan Březina

Amendment 288
Article 12, point (5), subpoint (b)

(b) a table specifying, for the whole 
programming period and for each priority, 
the amount of the total financial allocation 
from the Community and of the matching 
national public funding, and the rate of the 
ERDF contribution; 

(b) a table specifying, for the whole 
programming period and for each priority, 
the amount of the total financial allocation 
from the Community and of the matching 
total national funding, and the rate of the 
ERDF contribution; 

Or. en

Justification

It would be desirable to calculate the contribution from the Funds in relation not to the 
national public expenditure but to the national total expenditure. The main objective is to 
make it possible to include private expenditure among eligible costs and thus more effectively 
mobilise private financing.

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij, Markus Pieper

Amendment 289
Article 12, point 4, subpoint b a (new)

ba) details of common eligibility and 
criteria;

Or. de

Justification

The ERDF provides for eligibility according to national provisions. However, where cross-
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border and transnational cooperation is concerned it is essential to determine jointly eligible 
expenditure and work out common criteria. Otherwise, genuinely joint projects will become 
much more difficult or even impossible.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 290
Article 12, point 6, subpoint b

b) a description of the monitoring and 
evaluation systems as well as the 
composition of the monitoring committee;

b) a description of the common selection 
criteria and the monitoring and evaluation 
systems as well as the composition of the 
monitoring committee;

Or. de

Amendment by Bairbre de Brún

Amendment 291
Article 12, point (6), subpoint (e a) (new)

(ea) a description of the arrangements, to 
be laid down by each Member State jointly 
submitting an operational programme, in 
accordance with Article 10 of Council 
Regulation (EC) No(....), for the 
involvement of regional and local 
authorities as well as any relevant 
groupings of cross-border cooperation 
during the preparatory phase of the 
programme and at subsequent stages;

Or. en

Justification

It is important that, for the purposes of the 'territorial cooperation' objective, Member States 
apply the rules of partnership. The Commission should therefore stipulate that the 
admissibility of operational programme proposals will be subject to a requirement for 
Member States to specify how they intend to apply those rules and how they intend to 
cooperate with local and regional authorities and groupings of cross-border cooperation.
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Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 292
Article 12, point (7)

7) an indicative list of major projects within 
the meaning of Article 38 of Regulation 
(EC) No (…) scheduled to be submitted 
during the programming period.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

To include a list of major projects before the start of the programme might be unduly limiting 
or raise false expectations and assumptions. 

Amendment by Inés Ayala Sender, Iratxe García Pérez and Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar

Amendment 293
Article 12, paragraphs 7 a and 7 b (new)

(7a) The Member States shall ensure that 
the regional authorities participate in the 
planning and follow-up of transfrontier 
and transnational cooperation operations.
(7b) It shall be possible to establish 
regional cooperation subprogrammes in 
transfrontier cooperation programmes. The 
management authority shall ensure that the 
competent regional authorities participate 
in the certification process and may 
delegate the management of such 
subprogrammes to the regional authorities.

Or. es

Justification

There is a need to ensure the participation of the regional authorities in the transfrontier and 
transnational cooperation programmes, together with the option to establish regional 
cooperation subprogrammes to improve the application of such programmes.
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Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 294
Article 12, point 7 a (new)

7a) the partners' recommendations 
regarding the operational programme.

Or. de

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai and Bernard Poignant

Amendment 295
Article 12, subparagraph 2 (new) 

Regions eligible under the ‘Regional 
competitiveness and employment’ objective 
which suffer from a natural or 
geographical handicap as defined in Article 
52 of Regulation (EC) No (…) shall receive 
additional co-financing of 5%. If these 
regions suffer from more than one such 
handicap, the increase shall be doubled to 
10% to take account of that combination of 
handicaps.

Or. fr

Justification

The increase of 5% in the ceiling of public expenditure co-financed by the Funds is 
interesting but it is too limited in scope to be able to overcome natural and demographic 
handicaps, often in combination, which are accelerating the process of depopulation in 
mountain and island areas. 

Amendment by Jan Březina

Amendment 296
Article 13

Rates of eligibility of expenditure

Without prejudice to Article 55 of 
Regulation (EC) No (...), the Commission 

deleted
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may propose rules on eligibility for certain 
categories of expenditures replacing 
national rules, following a request by 
Member States. These Community rules on 
eligibility of expenditure are adopted in a 
Commission regulation in conformity with 
the provisions of Article 104(3) of 
Regulation (EC) No (...).

Or. en

Justification

This article can be considered redundant. Other non-eligible expenditures at EU level are 
mentioned in Article 7.

Amendment by Eluned Morgan

Amendment 297
Article 14, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2

The Member States shall set up a joint 
technical secretariat, which shall be located 
within the managing authority. It shall assist 
the managing authority and the monitoring 
committee in carrying out their respective 
duties.

The Member States shall set up a joint 
technical secretariat, which shall be 
functionally located within the managing 
authority. It shall assist the managing 
authority and the monitoring committee in 
carrying out their respective duties.

Or. en

Justification

The Joint Technical Secretariat for a cooperation programme should not necessarily have to 
be physically located within the Managing Authority.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter

Amendment 298
Article 14, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2

The Member States shall set up a joint 
technical secretariat, which shall be located 
within the managing authority. It shall assist 
the managing authority and the monitoring 
committee in carrying out their respective 

The Member States shall set up a joint 
technical secretariat, which shall not 
necessarily be located within the managing 
authority. It shall assist the managing 
authority and the monitoring committee in 
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duties. carrying out their respective duties and shall 
carry out training measures for the 
partners to enable them to fulfil their tasks 
in the partnership.

Or. de

Amendment by Christa Prets

Amendment 299
Article 14, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2

The Member States shall set up a joint 
technical secretariat, which shall be located 
within the managing authority. It shall 
assist the managing authority and the 
monitoring committee in carrying out their 
respective duties.

deleted

Or. de

Justification

In operational terms the managing authority is in a better position than the community of 
Member States concerned to set up a technical secretariat and enter into the relevant 
contractual relationships (see amendment relating to Article 14(2)).

Amendment by Christa Prets

Amendment 300
Article 14, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2 

The Member States shall set up a joint 
technical secretariat, which shall be located 
within the managing authority. It shall assist 
the managing authority and the monitoring 
committee in carrying out their respective 
duties.

After consulting the monitoring committee 
the managing authority shall set up a joint 
technical secretariat, which shall be located 
within the managing authority. It shall assist 
the managing authority, the monitoring 
committee and the group of auditors 
referred to in paragraph 2 in carrying out 
their respective duties. To facilitate the 
implementation of cooperation covering 
large areas the Member States may set up 
national contact points.

Or. de
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Justification

In operational terms the managing authority is in a better position than the community of 
Member States concerned to set up a technical secretariat and enter into the relevant 
contractual relationships. The group of auditors also needs technical support from the 
secretariat for its work. With regard to transnational cooperation programmes covering large 
areas (at least), national contact points, in addition to the technical secretariats referred to 
above, have also proved their worth in the past, and should therefore also be explicitly 
mentioned as support structures eligible for co-financing.

Amendment by Bairbre de Brún

Amendment 301
Article 14, paragraph 3

3. Each Member State participating in the 
operational programme shall appoint 
representatives to sit on the monitoring 
committee referred to in Article 64 of 
Regulation (EC) No (..)

3. Each Member State participating in the 
operational programme shall appoint 
representatives to sit on the monitoring 
committee referred to in Article 64 of 
Regulation (EC) No (...) and shall seek to 
provide for appropriate representation of 
the regional or local authorities concerned 
as well as any groupings of cross-border 
cooperation concerned.

Or. en

Justification

In keeping with the partnership and subsidiarity principles, Member States should allow local 
or regional authorities and groupings of cross-border cooperation to be properly represented 
on monitoring committees.

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 302
Article 14, paragraph 3

3. Each Member State participating in the 
operational programme shall appoint 
representatives to sit on the monitoring 
committee referred to in Article 64 of 
Regulation (EC) No (…).

3. Each Member State participating in the 
operational programme shall appoint 
representatives to sit on the monitoring 
committee referred to in Article 64 of 
Regulation (EC) No (…), ensuring that the 
participating regional and local authorities 
are appropriately represented, in 
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accordance with the institutional 
framework.

Or. en

Justification

In view of the successful role played by regional and local bodies during INTERREG III A, B 
and C, Member States would be in compliance with the principles of partnership and 
subsidiarity if they included representatives of regional and local authorities amongst their 
delegates to the monitoring committee of the operational programme. Representatives would 
be selected from the appropriate public body, on a case by-case-basis.

Amendment by Adriana Poli Bortone

Amendment 303
Article 14, paragraph 3

3. Each Member State participating in the 
operational programme shall appoint 
representatives to sit on the monitoring 
committee referred to in Article 64 of 
Regulation (EC) No (…).

3. Each Member State participating in the 
operational programme shall appoint 
representatives to sit on the monitoring 
committee referred to in Article 64 of 
Regulation (EC) No (…) and shall seek to 
provide for appropriate representation of 
the regional or local authorities concerned, 
consistent with their respective institutional 
and constitutional system.

Or. it

Justification

The involvement of regional and local government representatives – as proposed by the 
Committee of the Regions – will help to empower them in the management of the Structural 
Funds, as well as conforming to the general subsidiarity principle.     

Amendment by Alyn Smith

Amendment 304
Article 14, paragraph 3

3. Each Member State participating in the 
operational programme shall appoint 
representatives to sit on the monitoring 
committee referred to in Article 64 of 

3. Each Member State participating in the 
operational programme shall appoint 
representatives to sit on the monitoring 
committee referred to in Article 64 of 
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Regulation (EC) No (…). Regulation (EC) No (…) and shall provide 
for appropriate representation of the 
regional or local authorities concerned.

Or. en

Justification

The rapporteur’s proposal is very good. This is a modification of it by deleting ‘seek to’ 
between ‘and shall’ and ‘provide for...’. Member States must be able to guarantee 
appropriate representation of local or regional authorities in monitoring committees.

Amendment by Bairbre de Brún

Amendment 305
Article 14, paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Member States shall undertake these 
tasks within a timeframe agreed with the 
Commission in order to prevent any 
unnecessary delay in the establishment and 
implementation of the operational 
programme.

Or. en

Justification

Some Member States and government departments have unnecessarily delayed the setting-up 
of the various mechanisms required for the implementation of funding programmes. This has 
created significant strain on the ability of the managing authority to meet spending targets. 
Member States and their government departments need to comply with an agreed timetable 
for setting up the programme to prevent this happening in the future.

Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 306
Article 15

The managing authority shall perform the 
duties provided for in Article 59 of 
Regulation (EC) No (…), with the exception 
of those concerning the regularity of 
operations and expenditure in relation to 
national and Community rules. In this 

The managing authority shall perform the 
duties provided for in Article 59 of 
Regulation (EC) No (…), with the exception 
of those concerning the regularity of 
operations and expenditure in relation to 
national and Community rules. In this 



PE 357.528v01-00 144 AM\562438EN.doc

EN

connection, its responsibilities shall be 
limited to checking that the expenditure of 
each beneficiary participating in an 
operation has been validated by the 
approved auditor.

connection, its responsibilities shall be 
limited to checking that the expenditure of 
each beneficiary participating in an 
operation has been validated by the qualified
auditor.

Or. en

Justification

It is essential that we streamline the auditing process of the structural funds. Approved 
auditors would require the Commission to have assessed the auditor in question, which would 
be very bureaucratic. A qualified auditor is sufficient.

Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 307
Article 16, paragraph 2

Each Member State shall ensure that the 
expenditure can be validated by the 
approved auditors within a period of two 
months.

Each Member State shall ensure that the 
expenditure can be validated by the 
qualified auditors within a period of two 
months.

Or. en

Justification

It is essential that we streamline the auditing process of the structural funds. Approved 
auditors would require the Commission to have assessed the auditor in question, which would 
be very bureaucratic. A qualified auditor is sufficient. 

Amendment by Margie Sudre

Amendment 308
Article 19, paragraph 2

2. Operations selected for operational 
programmes involving cooperation networks 
and exchange of experience, as referred to in 
Article 6(3), shall include at least three 
beneficiaries from at least three regions of at 
least two Member States, which shall 
cooperate in the following ways for each 
operation: joint development, joint 

2. Operations selected for operational 
programmes involving interregional 
cooperation and cooperation networks and 
exchange of experience, as referred to in 
Article 6(3), shall include at least three 
beneficiaries from at least three regions of at 
least two Member States, which shall 
cooperate in the following ways for each 
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implementation, joint staffing and joint 
financing.

operation: joint development, joint 
implementation, joint staffing and joint 
financing.

Or. fr

Justification

Interregional cooperation should be included under the ‘European territorial cooperation’ 
objective.

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 309
Article 19, paragraph 2

2. Operations selected for operational 
programmes involving cooperation networks 
and exchange of experience, as referred to in 
Article 6(3), shall include at least three 
beneficiaries from at least three regions of at 
least two Member States, which shall 
cooperate in the following ways for each 
operation: joint development, joint 
implementation, joint staffing and joint 
financing.

2. Operations selected for operational 
programmes involving interregional 
cooperation and cooperation networks and
exchange of experience, as referred to in 
Article 6(3), shall include at least three 
beneficiaries from at least three regions of at 
least two Member States, which shall 
cooperate in the following ways for each 
operation: joint development, joint 
implementation, joint staffing and joint 
financing.

Or. fr

Justification

It is important to make interregional cooperation part of the ‘European territorial 
cooperation’ objective.

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 310
Article 19, paragraph 2

2. Operations selected for operational 
programmes involving cooperation networks 
and exchange of experience, as referred to in 
Article 6(3), shall include at least three 
beneficiaries from at least three regions of at 

2. Operations selected for operational 
programmes involving interregional 
cooperation and cooperation networks and 
exchange of experience, as referred to in 
Article 6(3), shall include at least three 



PE 357.528v01-00 146 AM\562438EN.doc

EN

least two Member States, which shall 
cooperate in the following ways for each 
operation: joint development, joint 
implementation, joint staffing and joint 
financing.

beneficiaries from at least three regions of at 
least two Member States, which shall 
cooperate in the following ways for each 
operation: joint development, joint 
implementation, joint staffing and joint 
financing.

Or. fr

Justification

Article 19 should be brought into line with Article 6, as amended (cf. amendment 6), by 
including interregional cooperation in the ‘European territorial cooperation’ objective. 

Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 311
Article 20, paragraph 1, point (b)

(b) it shall be responsible for implementing 
the entire operation;

(b) it shall be responsible for implementing 
or overseeing the implementation of the 
entire operation;

Or. en

Justification

The partner body might, in some cases, oversee the delivery of a project, rather than 
implement it themselves

Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 312
Article 20, paragraph 1, point (d)

(d) it shall check that the expenditure 
presented by the beneficiaries participating 
in the operation has been validated by the 
auditors referred to in Article 14(2);

(d) it shall check that the expenditure 
presented by the beneficiaries participating 
in the operation has been validated by the 
auditors referred to in Article 14(2) (albeit 
without extending such checking to a re-
audit of claims);

Or. en
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Justification

Checking a re-audit of claims would be a duplication of effort.

Amendment by Eluned Morgan, Catherine Stihler

Amendment 313
Article 21

The legality and regularity of the 
expenditure declared by each beneficiary 
participating in the operation shall be 
validated by the approved auditors referred 
to in Article 14(2). Each beneficiary 
participating in the operation shall assume 
responsibility in the event of any irregularity 
in the expenditure which it has declared.

The legality and regularity of the 
expenditure declared by each beneficiary 
participating in the operation shall be 
validated by independent and qualified
auditors referred to in Article 14(2). Each 
beneficiary participating in the operation 
shall assume responsibility in the event of 
any irregularity in the expenditure which it 
has declared.

Or. en

Justification

Functionally external, qualified and independent auditors should be sufficient for the 
certification of expenditure.

Amendment by Christa Prets

Amendment 314
Article 22, paragraph 1

1. In the context of cross-border cooperation, 
in duly justified cases, financing of up to 
20% of the budget for the operational 
programme concerned may be granted for 
operations in NUTS level III areas adjacent 
to the areas referred to in Article 7(1) of 
Regulation (EC) No (…).

1. In the context of cross-border cooperation, 
in duly justified cases, financing of up to 
20% of the budget for the operational 
programme concerned may be granted for 
operations outside the cooperation area, in 
particular in NUTS level III areas adjacent 
to the areas referred to in Article 7(1) of 
Regulation (EC) No (…).

Or. de

Justification

A slightly more flexible version of the 'opening-up' clause already included in the Commission 
proposal is appropriate.
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Amendment by Richard Seeber

Amendment 315
Article 22, paragraph 1

1. In the context of cross-border cooperation, 
in duly justified cases, financing of up to 
20% of the budget for the operational 
programme concerned may be granted for 
operations in NUTS level III areas adjacent 
to the areas referred to in Article 7(1) of 
Regulation (EC) No (…).

1. In the context of cross-border cooperation, 
in duly justified cases, financing of up to 
20% of the budget for the operational 
programme concerned may be granted for 
operations outside the cooperation area, in 
particular in NUTS level III areas adjacent 
to the areas referred to in Article 7(1) of 
Regulation (EC) No (…).

Or. de

Justification

A slightly more flexible version of the 'opening-up' clause already included in the Commission 
proposal is appropriate.

Amendment by Jan Březina

Amendment 316
Article 22, paragraph 3, subparagraph 1

3. In the context of cross-border and 
transnational cooperation, the ERDF may 
finance expenditure incurred in 
implementing operations or parts of 
operations on the territory of countries 
outside the European Community up to a 
limit of 10% of the amount of its 
contribution to the operational programme, 
where they are for the benefit of the regions 
of the Community.

3. In the context of cross-border cooperation, 
the ERDF may finance expenditure incurred 
in implementing operations or parts of 
operations on the territory of countries 
outside the European Community up to a 
limit of 5% of the amount of its contribution 
to the operational programme, where they 
are for the benefit of the regions of the 
Community.

Or. en

Justification

The ERDF should not finance the development of non-Member States in the context of 
transnational cooperation. As far as cross-border cooperation is concerned, the limit for 
expenditure implemented on the territory outside the EU should be lowered to 5%. The 
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proposed limit of 10% seems to be too generous towards non-Member States.
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