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Text proposed by the Commission Amendments by Parliament

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar, and Inés Ayala Sender 

Amendment 317
Recital 10

(10) The ERDF should address the problems 
of accessibility and remoteness from large 
markets confronting areas with an extremely 
low population density, as referred to in 
Protocol No 6 to the Act of Accession of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden. The ERDF 
should also address the specific difficulties 
encountered by certain islands, mountain 
areas and sparsely populated areas whose 
geographical situation slows down their 
development.

(10) The ERDF should address the problems 
of accessibility and remoteness from large 
markets confronting areas with an extremely 
low population density, as referred to in 
Protocol No 6 to the Act of Accession of 
Austria, Finland and Sweden. The ERDF 
should also address the specific difficulties 
encountered by islands, European exclaves 
in other continents, cross-border areas,
mountain areas and sparsely populated areas 
whose geographical situation slows down 
their development.
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Or. es

Justification

The word ‘certain’ (in the expression ‘certain islands’) should be deleted because it is 
ambiguous and might entail restrictions for some islands. ‘European exclaves in other 
continents’ needs to be inserted because towns and cities in this category also face difficulties 
similar to those which can affect islands.

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar, and Inés Ayala Sender 

Amendment 318
Article 4, introduction

Under the “Convergence” objective, the 
ERDF shall focus its assistance on 
supporting sustainable integrated regional 
and local economic development by 
mobilising and strengthening endogenous 
capacity through programmes aimed at the 
modernisation and diversification of regional 
economic structures, primarily in the 
following areas:

Under the “Convergence” objective in the 
regions referred to in Article 6(2) of 
Council Regulation No ... laying down 
general provisions on the European 
Regional Development Fund, the European 
Social Fund and the Cohesion Fund, the 
ERDF shall focus its assistance on 
supporting sustainable integrated regional 
and local economic development by 
mobilising and strengthening endogenous 
capacity through programmes aimed at the 
modernisation and diversification of regional 
economic structures, primarily in the 
following areas:

Or. es

Justification

This amendment will ensure that present Objective 1 regions on the point of being excluded 
because of their growth will be included under the new ‘Convergence’ objective and treated 
similarly to those regions in the current 2000-2006 period which have ceased to be covered 
by Objective 1 on account of their economic growth. 



AM\563860EN.doc 3/5 PE 357.630v01-00

EN

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar, and Inés Ayala Sender 

Amendment 319
Article 4, point 10

10) Direct aid to investment in SMEs 
contributing to creating and safeguarding 
jobs. 

10) Direct aid to investment, primarily to
SMEs, contributing to creating and 
safeguarding jobs.

Or. es

Justification

It is necessary to support investment in SMEs and companies which are a centre or driving 
force for development in a region or large parts thereof.

Amendment by Ona Juknevičienè

Amendment 320
Article 7, point d)

d) housing; d) construction of new housing;

Or. en

Justification

Refurbishment and renovation of housing is one of the keys to sustainable urban development, 
including improved energy efficiency, security and quality of life. Rehabilitation of many 
deprived areas can be attained only through transformation or demolition of housing estates 
that are in a critical condition. Sustainable urban development being a European priority, 
Structural Funds should support housing-related expenses in order to revitalise 
disadvantaged areas.

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar, and Inés Ayala Sender 

Amendment 321
Article 11, point b a) (new)

b a) support to remedy shortcomings in 
technological innovation, and research and 
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development.

Or. es

Justification

Difficulties in terms of accessibility are not confined to the carriage of goods or to transport 
services: on the contrary, they are particularly severe as regards electronic communications, 
telecommunications, and development of the information society.

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar, and Inés Ayala Sender 

Amendment 322
Article 13

Without prejudice to Article 55 of 
Regulation (EC) No (…), the Commission 
may propose rules on eligibility for certain 
categories of expenditures replacing national 
rules, following a request by Member States. 
These Community rules on eligibility of 
expenditure are adopted in a Commission 
regulation in conformity with the provisions 
of Article 104(3) of Regulation (EC) No 
(…).

Without prejudice to Article 55 of 
Regulation (EC) No (…), the Commission 
may propose rules on eligibility for certain 
categories of expenditures replacing national 
rules, following a request by Member States, 
in each case specifying a deadline for 
drawing up such rules before starting to 
implement the projects covered. These 
Community rules on eligibility of 
expenditure are adopted in a Commission 
regulation in conformity with the provisions 
of Article 104(3) of Regulation (EC) No 
(…).

Or. es

Justification

Given the particular nature of the programmes concerned, a deadline should be laid down 
whereby the Commission would have to draw up the rules before starting to implement the 
projects covered, the idea being to keep a clear picture of eligible expenditure and avoid 
future problems.
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