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Text proposed by the Commission Amendments by Parliament

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 12
Article 2, paragraph 1, point (b)

(b) to develop solidarity among young 
people, in particular in order to reinforce 
social cohesion in the European Union;

(b) to develop solidarity and promote 
tolerance among young people in response 
to diversity, in particular in order to 
reinforce social cohesion in the European 
Union;

Or. fr

Justification

The European Union is highly diverse in cultural, religious, social and other terms. Social 
cohesion cannot be promoted unless young people are taught a number of principles - in
particular solidarity and tolerance towards other people - as a way of helping attitudes to 
develop.
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 13
Article 2, paragraph 1, point (d) 

(d) to contribute to developing the quality of 
support systems for youth activities and the 
capabilities of civil society organisations in 
the youth field;

(d) to contribute to developing the quality of 
support systems for youth activities and to 
improve the functioning and increase the 
capabilities of civil society organisations in 
order to enable the EU’s objectives in the 
youth field to be achieved;

Or. fr

Justification

A reference is required to the support afforded to the civil-society organisations which play a 
fundamental role in ensuring that the EU’s objectives in the youth field are achieved. According 
to Article 4(4) of the Decision, the purpose of actions relating to support systems and civil-
society organisations is to ‘support bodies active at European level in the field of youth, in 
particular the operation of youth NGOs ...’.

Amendment by Anna Hedh

Amendment 14
Article 2, paragraph 1, subparagraph (e) a (new)

(ea) to promote equality between women 
and men.

Or. sv

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 15
Article 2, paragraph 2

2. The general objectives of the programme 
complement the objectives pursued in other 
areas of the European Union’s action, in 
particular in the field of education and 
vocational training in the context of a 
Europe of knowledge and of lifelong 
learning as well in in the fields of culture 
and sport.

2. The general objectives of the programme 
complement the objectives pursued in other 
areas of the European Union’s action, in 
particular in the field of education and 
vocational training in the context of a 
Europe of knowledge and of lifelong 
learning as well in in the fields of culture,
sport, languages, social inclusion, gender 
equality, combating discrimination, 
research, enterprise and the Union’s 
external action.
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Or. fr

Justification

This paragraph needs to be consistent with Article 11, which mentions areas of complementarity 
between the Youth in Action programme and other areas of Community action.

Amendment by Eva-Britt Svensson

Amendment 16
Article 2, point 2

(2) The general objectives of the programme 
complement the objectives pursued in other 
areas of the European Union’s action, in 
particular in the field of education and 
vocational training in the context of a 
Europe of knowledge and of lifelong 
learning as well in in the fields of culture 
and sport.

(2) The general objectives of the programme 
complement the objectives pursued in other 
areas of the European Union’s action, in 
particular in the field of education and 
vocational training in the context of a 
Europe of knowledge and of lifelong 
learning as well in in the fields of equality 
between women and men, culture and sport.

Or. en

Justification

The promotion of equality between women and men must also be included.

Amendment by María Esther Herranz García

Amendment 17
Article 3, paragraph 1, point (h)

(h) ensuring that the principle of equality for 
men and women is respected in participation 
in the programme and that gender equality 
is fostered in the actions.

(h) ensuring that the principle of equality for 
men and women and action to combat all 
forms of discrimination are respected and 
promoted in participation in the programme 
(deletion).

Or. es

Justification

Action to combat all forms of discrimination and the promotion of equality between men and 
women should be taken into account in the actions undertaken pursuant to the programme.

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 18
Article 3, paragraph 1, point (g) 
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(g) facilitating participation in the 
programme by young people with the least 
opportunities;

(g) facilitating participation in the 
programme by young people with the least 
opportunities, in particular young people 
who are of immigrant origin or belong to a 
minority, and also young disabled people;

Or. fr

Justification

Young people who are of immigrant origin, who belong to an ethnic minority or who are 
disabled often have fewer opportunities for taking part in youth initiatives and programmes, for 
which reason particular attention should be devoted to them as a means of increasing the 
European Union’s social cohesion. 

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 19
Article 3, paragraph 2, introductory phrase

2. In the context of the general objective to 
develop solidarity among young people, in 
particular in order to reinforce social 
cohesion in the Union:

2. In the context of the general objective to 
develop solidarity and promote tolerance
among young people in response to 
diversity, in particular in order to reinforce 
social cohesion in the Union:

Or. fr

Justification

The European Union is highly diverse in cultural, religious, social and other terms. Social 
cohesion cannot be promoted unless young people are taught a number of principles - in 
particular solidarity and tolerance towards other people - as a way of helping attitudes to 
develop.

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 20
Article 3, paragraph 4, introductory phrase

4. In the context of the general objective to 
contribute to developing the quality of 
support systems for youth activities and the 
capabilities of civil society organisations in 
the youth field:

4. In the context of the general objective to 
contribute to developing the quality of 
support systems for youth activities and to 
improve the functioning and increase the 
capabilities of civil society organisations in 
order to enable the EU’s objectives in the 
youth field to be achieved:
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Or. fr

Justification

A reference is required to the support afforded to the civil-society organisations which play a 
fundamental role in ensuring that the EU’s objectives in the youth field are achieved. According 
to Article 4(4) of the Decision, the purpose of actions relating to support systems and civil-
society organisations is to ‘support bodies active at European level in the field of youth, in 
particular the operation of youth NGOs ...’

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 21
Article 3, paragraph 4, point (d) 

(d) contributing to the improvement of 
information for young people;

(d) contributing to the improvement of 
information for young people, in particular 
concerning the European Union and its 
policies, including those relating to young 
people;

Or. fr

Justification

The Youth in Action programme should help to improve young people’s knowledge of the 
European Union and of Community policies (including those relating to young people) with a 
view to promoting young people’s European citizenship, which is stated as an objective in 
Article 2. 

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 22
Article 4, point (3)

The aim of this action is to support projects 
with the partner countries mentioned in 
Article 5 below, in particular exchanges of 
young people and youth workers, and to 
support initiatives that reinforce young 
people’s mutual understanding, sense of 
solidarity and the development of 
cooperation in the field of youth and civil 
society in these countries. 

The aim of this action is to support projects 
with the partner countries mentioned in 
Article 5 below, in particular exchanges of 
young people and youth workers, and to 
support initiatives that reinforce young 
people’s mutual understanding and sense of 
solidarity and tolerance and the 
development of cooperation in the field of 
youth and civil society in these countries. 
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Or. fr

Justification

The European Union is highly diverse in cultural, religious, social and other terms. Social 
cohesion cannot be promoted unless young people are taught a number of principles - in 
particular solidarity and tolerance towards other people - as a way of helping attitudes to 
develop.

Amendment by María Esther Herranz García

Amendment 23
Article 6, paragraph 2

2. Without prejudice to the arrangements in 
the Annex for the implementation of actions, 
the programme is intended for young people 
aged between 13 and 30.

2. Without prejudice to the arrangements in 
the Annex for the implementation of actions, 
the programme is intended for young people 
aged between 15 and 28.

Or. en

Justification

The draftsman supports the widening of the scope of the Programme (previously limited to those 
between 15 and 25 years) to give greater flexibility to the Programme and to reflect the 
changing nature of youth. However, he would like to propose that the upper age limit be fixed at 
28 years instead of 30 and lowered to 13 years only in exceptional situations, because of 
budgetary restraints.

Amendment by Eva-Britt Svensson

Amendment 24
Article 6, paragraph 4

4. All young people, without discrimination, 
must be able to have access to the activities 
of the programme, subject to the provisions 
of the Annex. The Commission and the 
partner countries will ensure that particular 
efforts are made with regard to young people 
who, for educational, social, physical, 
psychological, economic, cultural or 
geographical reasons, have particular 
difficulties taking part in the programme.

4. All young people, without discrimination, 
must be able to have access to the activities 
of the programme, subject to the provisions 
of the Annex. The Commission and the 
partner countries will ensure that particular 
efforts are made with regard to young people 
who, for gender, educational, social, 
physical, psychological, economic, cultural 
or geographical reasons, have particular 
difficulties taking part in the programme.

Or. en
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Justification

Efforts must also be made in order to ensure that girls are not prevented from participating for 
gender reasons.

Amendment by Anna Hedh

Amendment 25
Article 6, paragraph 4

4. All young people, without discrimination, 
must be able to have access to the activities 
of the programme, subject to the provisions 
of the Annex. The Commission and the 
partner countries will ensure that particular 
efforts are made with regard to young people 
who, for educational, social, physical, 
psychological, economic, cultural or 
geographical reasons, have particular 
difficulties taking part in the programme.

4. All young people, without discrimination, 
must be able to have access to the activities 
of the programme, subject to the provisions 
of the Annex. The Commission and the 
partner countries will ensure that particular 
efforts are made with regard to young people 
who, for educational, social, physical, 
psychological, economic, cultural or 
geographical reasons, have particular 
difficulties taking part in the programme. 
The Commission and countries 
participating in the programme shall also 
ensure balanced participation by women 
and men.

Or. sv

Amendment by Eva-Britt Svensson

Amendment 26
Article 8, paragraph 6, point (b) (ii) 

ii) it must have sufficient staff with the 
appropriate professional and linguistic skills 
to work in an international cooperation 
environment;

ii) it must have sufficient staff with equal 
participation between women and men, 
with the appropriate professional and 
linguistic skills to work in an international 
cooperation environment;

Or. en

Justification

Essential to develop understanding about equality challenges.
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 27
Article 8, paragraph 5

5. The Commission and the participating 
countries shall ensure that the actions 
supported under the programme are properly 
publicised.

5. The Commission and the participating 
countries shall ensure that the actions 
supported under the programme are properly 
publicised, in particular amongst the young 
people who have the fewest opportunities, 
including young people who are of 
immigrant origin or belong to a minority, 
and also young disabled people;

Or. fr

Justification

Young people who are of immigrant origin, who belong to an ethnic minority or who are 
disabled often have fewer opportunities for taking part in youth initiatives and programmes, for 
which reason particular attention should be devoted to them as a means of increasing the 
European Union’s social cohesion. 

Amendment by María Esther Herranz García

Amendment 28
Article 8, paragraph 5

5. The Commission and the participating 
countries shall ensure that the actions 
supported under the programme are properly 
publicised.

5. The Commission and the participating 
countries shall ensure that the actions 
supported under the programme are properly 
publicised. They will take appropriate 
measures to disseminate information 
through the use of the most appropriate 
tools and, with the aid of the National 
Agencies, target information about the 
programme towards those smaller 
organisations, especially at regional and 
local level.

Or. en
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Justification

To enable greater participation, the draftsman asks that the visibility of the programme be 
increased through improving the quality of information available to young people and their 
access to it through the use of the most appropriate tools to disseminate information (in the case 
of young people this would be the TV, the Internet and mobile phones). 

Asks also that the national agencies themselves take steps to ensure that information on the 
programme reaches those smaller organisations, particularly at regional and local level, in 
keeping with the spirit of increasing decentralisation.

Amendment by María Esther Herranz García

Amendment 29
Article 9, paragraph 1, point (c) 

(c) with regard to the funding, the criteria 
(e.g. youth population, GDP and 
geographical distance between countries) 
applicable for establishing the indicative 
breakdown of funds among the Member 
States for the purpose of the actions to be 
managed on a decentralised basis;

(c) with regard to the funding, the criteria 
(deletion) applicable for establishing the 
indicative breakdown of funds among the 
Member States be managed on a 
decentralised basis;

Or. en

Justification

On the criteria determining funding, the draftsman suggests that the criteria that are given 
would be removed as they appear to serve only as a guideline. The definitive criteria should be 
given in their entirety.

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 30
Article 11, paragraph 3

3. The Commission and the Member States 
of the European Union shall highlight the 
actions of the programme that contribute to 
the development of the objectives of other 
fields of Community action, such as 
education, training, culture and sport.

3. The Commission and the Member States 
of the European Union shall highlight the 
actions of the programme that contribute to 
the development of the objectives of other 
fields of Community action, such as 
education, training, culture, sport, gender 
equality and combating discrimination.

Or. fr
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Justification

The programme actions which help to promote equality between the sexes and to combat 
discrimination are very important, in so far as they involve young people and may therefore help 
to bring about a change in attitudes. The Member States and the Commission must therefore 
make them as effective as possible.

Amendment by Anna Hedh

Amendment 31
Article 15, paragraph 3

3. Participating countries shall submit to the 
Commission a report on the implementation 
of the programme by 30 June 2010 at the 
latest and a report on the impact of the 
programme by 30 June 2015 at the latest.

3. Participating countries shall submit to the 
Commission a report on the implementation 
of the programme by 30 June 2010 at the 
latest and a report on the impact of the 
programme by 30 June 2015 at the latest. In 
their reports on the implementation and 
impact of the programme, the countries 
participating in the programme shall in 
particular indicate how the goal of equality 
has been achieved and what has been done 
to ensure the participation of young people 
with less opportunities, including the 
disabled. The Commission shall give 
countries suitable assistance and practical 
guidance before the sections of the reports 
dealing with these aspects are drawn up.

Or. sv

Amendment by Eva-Britt Svensson

Amendment 32
Recital 1

(1) The Treaty establishes citizenship of the 
Union and provides that Community action 
in the field of education, vocational training 
and youth shall be aimed, primarily, at 
encouraging the development of youth 
exchanges, exchanges of socio-educational 
instructors and quality education.

(1) The Treaty establishes citizenship of the 
Union and provides that Community action 
in the field of education, vocational training 
and youth shall be aimed, primarily, at 
encouraging the development of youth 
exchanges, exchanges of socio-educational 
instructors, promote equality between 
women and men and quality education.

Or. en

Justification

The promotion of equality between women and men must also be included.
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 33
Recital 2

(2) The Treaty on European Union is based 
on the principles of freedom, democracy, 
respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, and the promotion of young 
people's active citizenship should contribute 
to the development of these values. 

(2) The Treaty on European Union is based 
on the principles of freedom, democracy, 
respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, equality between the sexes and 
anti-discrimination. The promotion of 
young people's active citizenship should 
contribute to the development of these 
values. 

Or. fr

Justification

Equality between the sexes and anti-discrimination are two of the European Union’s 
fundamental principles of which young people in Europe must be made aware. In Article 2 of the 
Decision it is stated that the Youth in Action programme must ‘contribute to the development of 
the Union’s policies, in particular with regard to (...) combating all discrimination (...)’. 

Amendment by Eva-Britt Svensson

Amendment 34
Recital 2

(2) The Treaty on European Union is based 
on the principles of freedom, democracy, 
respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, and the promotion of young 
people's active citizenship should contribute 
to the development of these values. 

(2) The Treaty on European Union is based 
on the principles of freedom, democracy, 
respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, equality between women and 
men and the promotion of young people's 
active citizenship should contribute to the 
development of these values. 

Or. en

Justification

The promotion of equality between women and men must also be included.

Amendment by Eva-Britt Svensson

Amendment 35
Recital 5

(5) The extraordinary European Council (5) The extraordinary European Council 
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held in Lisbon on 23 and 24 March 2000 
established a strategic objective for the 
Union including an active employment 
policy giving greater priority to lifelong 
learning, complemented by the sustainable 
development strategy of the Gothenburg 
European Council of 15 and 16 June 2001.

held in Lisbon on 23 and 24 March 2000 
established a strategic objective for the 
Union including an active employment 
policy giving greater priority to lifelong 
learning and female employment,
complemented by the sustainable 
development strategy of the Gothenburg 
European Council of 15 and 16 June 2001.

Or. en

Justification

The promotion of equality between women and men must also be included.

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 36
Recital 10

(10) The Community’s action includes a 
contribution to high quality education and 
training and must seek to eliminate 
inequalities and promote equality between 
men and women, pursuant to Article 3 of the 
Treaty.

(10) The Community’s action includes a 
contribution to high quality education and 
training and must seek to combat 
discrimination, eliminate inequalities and 
promote equality between men and women, 
pursuant to Article 3 of the Treaty.

Or. fr

Justification

Equality between the sexes and anti-discrimination are two of the European Union’s 
fundamental principles of which young people in Europe must be made aware. In Article 2 of the 
Decision it is stated that the Youth in Action programme must ‘contribute to the development of 
the Union’s policies, in particular with regard to (...) combating all discrimination (...)’.

Amendment by Eva-Britt Svensson

Amendment 37
Annex - Action 1 - Point 1.1

Youth exchanges allow one or more groups 
of young people to be hosted by a group 
from another country in order to participate 
together in a joint programme of activities. 
They are available, in principle, to young 

Youth exchanges allow one or more groups 
of young people to be hosted by a group 
from another country in order to participate 
together in a joint programme of activities. 
They are available, in principle, to young 
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people aged between 13 and 25. 
These activities, based on transnational 
partnerships between the various actors in a 
project, involve the active participation of 
young people and are designed to allow 
them to discover and become aware of 
different social and cultural realities, to learn 
from each other and reinforce their feeling of 
being European citizens. The support 
focuses on multilateral group mobility 
activities.

people aged between 13 and 25. 
These activities, based on transnational 
partnerships between the various actors in a 
project, involve equal active participation of 
girls and boys and are designed to allow 
them to discover and become aware of 
different social and cultural realities, to learn 
from each other and reinforce their feeling of 
being European citizens. The support 
focuses on multilateral group mobility 
activities.

Or. en

Justification

Essential to develop understanding about equality challenges.

Amendment by Eva-Britt Svensson

Amendment 38
Annex , Action 1, Point 1.3

This measure supports young people’s 
participation in democratic life. These 
projects and activities encourage the active 
participation of young people in the life of 
their local, regional or national community. 
It is open, in principle, to young people aged 
between 13 and 30.
These activities or projects are based on 
international partnerships, allowing the 
pooling, at European level, of ideas, 
experiences and good practices from 
projects or activities at local or regional 
level, in order to improve young people’s 
participation at different levels. They may 
include organising consultation projects with 
young people to find out their needs and 
wishes, with a view to developing new 
approaches to their active participation in a 
democratic Europe.

This measure supports young people’s 
participation in democratic life. These 
projects and activities encourage the active 
participation of young people in the life of 
their local, regional or national community. 
It is open, in principle, to young people aged 
between 13 and 30.
These activities or projects are based on 
international partnerships, allowing the 
pooling, at European level, of ideas, 
experiences and good practices from 
projects or activities at local or regional 
level, in order to improve young people’s 
participation at different levels and develop 
understanding of gender equality issues. 
They may include organising consultation 
projects with young people to find out their 
needs and wishes, with a view to developing 
new approaches to their active participation 
in a democratic Europe.

Or. en
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Justification

Essential to develop understanding about equality challenges.

Amendment by María Esther Herranz García

Amendment 39
Annex - Action 2 - Point 2.1, paragraph 4

The measure covers all or part of the 
volunteer’s expenses, insurance, subsistence 
and travel, plus an additional allowance for 
young people with less opportunities where 
appropriate.

The measure covers all of the volunteer’s 
expenses, insurance, board and lodging and 
travel, plus an additional allowance for 
young people with fewer opportunities 
where appropriate. 

Or. en

Justification

To ensure that financially disadvantaged young people are more able to participate in the 
European Voluntary Service action, the draftsman proposes a change of text to remove economic 
barriers (given that it should not be the volunteer who must pay to participate and in line with 
the principle of quality of actions rather than quantity).

Amendment by Anna Hedh

Amendment 40
Annex, Paragraph 4.3

This measure supports the training of youth 
workers in this field, in particular youth 
workers, project leaders, youth advisers and 
supervisors in these projects. It also supports 
the exchange of experiences, expertise and 
good practices between these youth workers, 
as well as activities which may lead to the 
establishment of long-lasting, high quality 
projects and partnerships. Particular 
attention is to be paid to activities fostering 
the participation of those young people who 
find it most difficult to participate in 
Community actions.

This measure supports the training of youth 
workers in this field, in particular youth 
workers, project leaders, youth advisers and 
supervisors in these projects. It also supports 
the exchange of experiences, expertise and 
good practices between these youth workers, 
as well as activities which may lead to the 
establishment of long-lasting, high quality 
projects and partnerships. Particular 
attention is to be paid to activities fostering 
the prospects for equality and the 
participation of those young people, 
including the disabled, who find it most 
difficult to participate in Community 
actions.

Or. sv
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Amendment by Eva-Britt Svensson

Amendment 41
Annex - Action 4 - Point 4.5

This measure supports information and 
communication targeting young people by 
improving their access to relevant 
information and communication services in 
order to increase their participation in public 
life and facilitate the realisation of their 
potential as active, responsible citizens. To 
this end, support is given to activities at 
European and national level which improve 
young people’s access to information and 
communication services and increase the 
provision of quality information and the 
participation of young people in the 
preparation and dissemination of 
information. 

This measure supports information and 
communication targeting young people by 
improving their access to relevant 
information and communication services in 
order to increase their participation in public 
life and facilitate the realisation of their 
potential as active, responsible citizens. To 
this end, support is given to activities at 
European and national level which improve 
young people’s access to information and 
communication services and increase the 
provision of quality information and the 
participation of young people in the 
preparation and dissemination of 
information. 

This measure contributes in particular to the 
development of European, national, regional 
and local youth portals for the dissemination 
of specific information for young people 
through all kinds of information channels, 
particularly those most frequently used by 
young people. It can also support measures 
which promote the involvement by young 
people in the preparation and dissemination 
of understandable, user-friendly and targeted 
information products and advice, so as to 
improve the quality of the information and 
access for all young people.

This measure contributes in particular to the 
development of European, national, regional 
and local youth portals for the dissemination 
of specific information for young people 
through all kinds of information channels, 
particularly those most frequently used by 
young people. It can also support measures 
which promote the involvement by young 
people in the preparation and dissemination 
of understandable, user-friendly and targeted 
information products and advice, so as to 
improve the quality of the information and 
access for all young people. Gender equality 
and inclusive language must be included 
explicitly and clearly in all publications.

Or. en

Justification

Essential to develop understanding about equality challenges.

Amendment by Anna Hedh

Amendment 42
Annex, Paragraph 4.8
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The Commission may organise seminars, 
colloquia or meetings to facilitate the 
implementation of the programme and 
undertake appropriate information, 
publication and dissemination actions as 
well as programme monitoring and 
evaluation. These activities may be financed 
by means of grants, purchased by means of 
procurement procedures or organised and 
funded directly by the Commission.

The Commission may organise seminars,
colloquia or meetings to facilitate the 
implementation of the programme. The 
Commission shall also give suitable 
assistance and practical guidance to those 
countries participating in the programme 
which wish to establish special equality 
plans within the implementation 
programme. The Commission may in 
addition undertake appropriate information, 
publication and dissemination actions as 
well as programme monitoring and 
evaluation. These activities may be financed 
by means of grants, purchased by means of 
procurement procedures or organised and 
funded directly by the Commission. 

Or. sv
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