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Amendment by Phillip Whitehead

Amendment 16
Citation 1

Having regard to the Treaty Establishing 
the European Community, and in particular 
Article 37 thereof

Having regard to the Treaty Establishing 
the European Community, and in particular 
Article 152 thereof

Or. en

Justification

Avian influenza viruses affect human health and may pose a serious threat to public health. 
This condition falls under point 4b of article 152: "By way of derogation from article 37, 
measures in the veterinary and phytosanitary fields which have as their direct objective the 
protection of public health;"
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Amendment by Bart Staes and Caroline Lucas

Amendment 17
Citation 1

Having regard to the Treaty establishing 
the European Community, and in particular 
Article 37 thereof,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing 
the European Community, and in particular 
Article 37 and Article 152 thereof,

Or. en

Justification

Due to the risk of a human influenza pandemic which might originate in an avian virus strain, 
the Community legislation on avian influenza should be based on Article 152 as well. Such a 
double legal basis has been successfully used in Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000 on beef 
labelling and traceability.

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 18
Citation 1 (legal basis)

Having regard to the Treaty establishing 
the European Community, and in particular 
Article 37 thereof,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing 
the European Community, and in particular 
Articles 37 and 152(4)(b) thereof,

Or. el

Justification

The proposal for a directive has two objectives, namely to protect public health and to ensure 
smooth operation of agricultural policy. Article 152(4) states that: 'The Council, acting in 
accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 251 and after consulting the Economic 
and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions, shall contribute to the achievement 
of the objectives referred to in this Article through adopting: [...] (b) by way of derogation 
from Article 37, measures in the veterinary and phytosanitary fields which have as their direct 
objective the protection of public health; [...]'.

Amendment by Bart Staes and Caroline Lucas

Amendment 19
Recital 1

(1) Avian influenza is a serious, highly 
contagious disease of poultry and other 
birds caused by different types of influenza 
viruses. Those viruses may also spread to 

(1) Avian influenza is a serious, highly 
contagious disease of poultry and other 
birds caused by different types of influenza 
viruses. Those viruses may also spread to 
mammals, including pigs and humans and 
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mammals, including pigs and humans. are considered a serious threat to human 
health by the World Health Organisation 
(WHO).

Or. en

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 20
Recital 1

(1) Avian influenza is a serious, highly 
contagious disease of poultry and other 
birds caused by different types of influenza 
viruses. Those viruses may also spread to 
mammals, including pigs and humans.

(1) Avian influenza is a serious, highly 
contagious disease of poultry and other 
birds caused by different types of influenza 
viruses. Those viruses may also spread to 
mammals, including pigs and humans, and 
may well carry with them the threat of an 
influenza pandemic.

Or. el

Justification

There is a risk of an influenza pandemic being caused by the avian flu virus recombining with 
the seasonal flu virus that affects humans, principally in the winter. The vaccines currently 
available do not cover a new, recombined virus of this kind and the lack of immunity against 
its various strains could result in a pandemic and a large number of deaths. It should be 
remembered that last century three pandemics were caused by virulent, contagious and 
deadly strains of the flu virus. The most serious among them was the Spanish flu pandemic 
from which, according to estimates, 40 million people died around the world between 1918 
and 1920. The latest virus, known as Asian flu, which originated in birds, may well carry with 
it the risk of an influenza pandemic and should be considered a threat to public health.  

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 21
Recital 1 a (new)

(1a) This Directive, which concerns the 
operation of the common agricultural 
policy, has as its direct objective the 
protection of public health. Accordingly, 
Articles 152(4)(b) and 37 should serve as 
the legal basis.

Or. el
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Justification

The use of Article 152 in conjunction with Article 37 is justified by the fact that the primary 
objective of the proposed directive is to protect public health, as well as to tighten up animal 
health protection measures. This justifies a derogation from the rule that Article 37 should be 
used in connection with agricultural policy matters (see Article 152(4)(b) of the EC Treaty). 
The outbreak of an influenza pandemic among humans caused by the transmission of a 
recombined chicken flu virus could have a direct impact on both the health of European 
citizens and social and economic structures in the Member States. This possibility is 
acknowledged by the Commission itself, in its explanatory memorandum ('Such a pandemic 
could cause millions of human deaths (...]'). In Asia, chicken flu was caught by 112 persons, 
57 of whom died as a result. Following a succession of food-related crises (mad cow disease, 
dioxin crisis), public health has become an issue of crucial importance and should be given a 
special place in the Community legal system; public health takes precedence over economic 
interests.    

Amendment by Bart Staes and Caroline Lucas

Amendment 22
Recital 7

(7) The infection with certain strains of 
influenza viruses of avian origin may 
trigger outbreaks in domestic birds of 
epizootic proportions, causing mortality 
and disturbances of poultry on a scale,
which can threaten in particular the 
profitability of poultry farming as a whole. 
Avian influenza viruses may also affect 
humans and may pose a serious risk to 
public health.

(7) The infection with certain strains of 
influenza viruses of avian origin may 
trigger outbreaks in domestic birds of 
epizootic proportions, causing mortality 
and disturbances of poultry on a scale 
which can threaten poultry farming as a 
whole. Avian influenza viruses may also 
affect humans and the outbreak of a 
human influenza pandemic originating in 
an avian virus strain is considered a 
major threat to public health by the WHO.

Or. en

Amendment by Bart Staes and Caroline Lucas

Amendment 23
Recital 7 a (new)

(7a) Member States should provide 
support to reinforce logistical assistance 
to neighbouring countries and countries 
stricken by avian influenza in order to 
help them enhance their risk assessment 
and containment capacities, in particular 
laboratory capacity and quality assured 
and validated methodology in compliance 
with internationally agreed standards, 
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enhanced use of epidemic vaccines and 
targeted use of suitable antivirals to 
facilitate commercially unbiased, sound 
and cost-benefit based risk management;

Or. en
(Please see amendment 1 in the draft opinion PA 573235EN.doc)

Justification

Supporting the countries, which already have an outbreak, in their struggle against a spread 
of the virus should be an important part of the strategy of the EU against avian influenza. 
This support should not be restricted.

Amendment by Phillip Whitehead

Amendment 24
Recital 7 a (new)

(7a) Member States should provide 
support to reinforce logistical assistance, 
including inspections where requested, to 
neighbouring countries and South-East 
Asian countries in order to help them 
enhance their risk assessment and 
containment capacities, in particular 
laboratory capacity and quality assured 
and validated methodology in compliance 
with internationally agreed standards, 
enhanced use of epidemic vaccines and 
targeted use of suitable antivirals to 
facilitate commercially unbiased, sound 
and cost-benefit based risk management;

Or. en

(Please see amendment 1 in the draft opinion, PA 573235EN.doc)

Justification

As avian influenza does not respect international boundaries, it is essential that preventive 
measures in states at the highest risk of an initial HPAI pandemic include the best available 
containment and inspection expertise.
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Amendment by Kartika Tamara Liotard

Amendment 25
Recital 8

(8) Current knowledge indicates that the 
health risks posed by the so-called low 
pathogenic avian influenza viruses are 
inferior to the one posed by highly 
pathogenic avian influenza viruses, which 
originate from a mutation of certain low 
pathogenic viruses.

(8) Current knowledge indicates that the 
health risks posed by the so-called low 
pathogenic avian influenza viruses are 
inferior to the one posed by highly 
pathogenic avian influenza viruses, which 
originate from a mutation of certain low 
pathogenic viruses. An outbreak of a low 
pathogenic avian influenza epizootic 
among poultry can, however, also lead to 
medical (psychological) problems among 
farmers and workers involved in 
destroying birds.  

Or. nl

Justification

The psychological effects, and the resulting damage to the health of farmers and workers, 
associated with destroying animals in the event of an outbreak of avian influenza should not 
be underestimated. All the more reason to use all possible means to combat the virus, 
including in the low pathogenic form.

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 26
Recital 9

(9) Community legislation for the control 
of avian influenza should give the 
possibility for the Member States to adopt 
disease control measures in a proportionate 
and flexible manner, taking into account 
the various levels of risk posed by different 
virus strains, the likely social and 
economic impact of the measures in 
question on the agriculture sector and other 
sectors involved while at the same time 
ensuring that the measures taken for each 
specific disease scenario are the most 
appropriate.

(9) Community legislation for the control 
of avian influenza should give the 
possibility for the Member States to adopt 
disease control measures in a proportionate 
and flexible manner, taking into account 
the various levels of risk posed by different 
virus strains, the likely social and 
economic impact of the measures in 
question on the agriculture sector and other 
sectors involved while at the same time 
ensuring that the measures taken for each 
specific disease scenario are the most 
appropriate and are duly coordinated.

Or. fr
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Justification

Coordination of the various Community and national measures will be the key to the success 
of action to combat avian influenza.

Amendment by Phillip Whitehead

Amendment 27
Recital 9 a (new)

(9a) The European Community and 
Member-States' responses should be 
established in line with international 
guidelines and in close cooperation with 
the appropriate international bodies (i.e. 
the World Health Organisation, the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation and the 
World Organisation for Animal Health).

Or. en

Justification

Avian influenza does not respect national boundaries. Therefore it is necessary that a 
sustained, measured surveillance system is put in place at a worldwide level. Cooperation 
with the appropriate international bodies is necessary to allow authorities to deal with it 
quickly and effectively.

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 28
Recital 9 a (new)

(9a) The fight against avian influenza and 
any future influenza pandemic extends 
beyond borders between Member States 
and therefore calls for the drafting of 
preparatory plans and response plans, 
with a view to protecting public health 
and animal health.

Or. el

Justification

Avian flu has a cross-border impact, as will any future influenza pandemic. In order to 
provide the best possible platform for action and to enhance the EU's reaction capacity 
(laboratory networks, mechanisms, budget resources), action plans will need to be drawn up 
by the Member States. 
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Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 29
Recital 10

(10) With a view to preventing and 
anticipating the public health problems 
which may be posed by avian influenza, 
effective communication and close co-
operation should be sought between the 
animal and public health services in the 
Member States, so that appropriate 
measures to safeguard human health can 
also be taken by the competent authorities,
whenever necessary.

(10) With a view to preventing and 
anticipating the public health problems 
which may be posed by avian influenza, 
effective communication and close co-
operation should be sought between the 
animal and public health services in the 
Member States, so that the competent 
authorities can also take appropriate 
measures and ensure enhanced 
coordination of those measures and of the 
preparedness plans and response plans, 
with a view to safeguarding human 
health.

Or. el

Justification

In tackling avian flu, communication and information exchange are necessary in order for the 
competent authorities to be able to ensure optimum coordination of measures at both national 
and Community levels.

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 30
Recital 10

(10) With a view to preventing and 
anticipating the public health problems 
which may be posed by avian influenza, 
effective communication and close co-
operation should be sought between the 
animal and public health services in the 
Member States, so that appropriate 
measures to safeguard human health can 
also be taken by the competent authorities, 
whenever necessary.

(10) With a view to preventing and 
anticipating the public health problems 
which may be posed by avian influenza, 
effective communication and close co-
operation should be sought between the 
animal and public health services in the 
Member States, so that appropriate 
measures to safeguard human health can 
also be taken by the competent authorities, 
whenever necessary. In this connection, 
prior provision should be made for 
emergency plans in the event of human 
contamination. Such emergency plans 
should provide for resources and action 
being brought swiftly to bear in the event 
of an epidemic.  
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Or. fr

Justification

Provision needs to be made as of now for coordinated emergency plans, particularly in order 
to establish what action should be taken should a verified risk emerge. 

Amendment by Bart Staes and Caroline Lucas

Amendment 31
Recital 10

(10) With a view to preventing and 
anticipating the public health problems 
which may be posed by avian influenza, 
effective communication and close co-
operation should be sought between the 
animal and public health services in the 
Member States, so that appropriate 
measures to safeguard human health can 
also be taken by the competent authorities, 
whenever necessary.

(10) With a view to preventing and 
anticipating the public health problems 
which may be posed by avian influenza, 
effective communication and close co-
operation between the animal and public 
health services in the Member States are 
absolutely necessary, so that appropriate 
measures to safeguard human health can 
also be taken by the competent authorities, 
whenever necessary.

Or. en

Amendment by Phillip Whitehead

Amendment 32
Recital 12

(12) Any suspicion of avian influenza 
infection which may arise from clinical or 
laboratory investigations or any other 
reason that leads to the suspicion of the 
presence of infection should set in motion 
immediate official investigations so that 
prompt and effective action can be taken, 
as appropriate. Those measures should be 
reinforced as soon as the presence of 
infection is confirmed to include 
depopulation of the holdings infected and 
of those which are at risk of infection.

(12) Any suspicion of avian influenza 
infection which may arise from clinical or 
laboratory investigations or any other 
reason that leads to the suspicion of the 
presence of infection should set in motion 
immediate official investigations so that 
prompt and effective action can be taken, 
automatically, as part of the EU’s rapid 
response system with regard to health and 
safety in the food chain. Those measures 
should be reinforced as soon as the
presence of infection is confirmed to 
include depopulation of the holdings 
infected and of those which are at risk of 
infection. Official investigations should 
include animal and human health clinical 
or laboratory investigations.
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Or. en

Justification

Preventive measures in relation to suspect circumstances in the importation of birds or 
carcasses must be an element in the EU's rapid response system for crisis management.

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 33
Recital 17

(17) Vaccination against avian influenza 
can be an effective tool to supplement 
disease control measures and to avoid 
massive killing and destruction of poultry 
and birds. Current knowledge suggests that 
vaccination may be useful not only in 
emergencies but also to prevent disease in 
situations of higher risk of introduction of 
avian influenza viruses from wild life or 
other sources. Provisions should therefore 
be established for both emergency and 
protective vaccination.

(17) Inspections, random screening of 
animals and vaccination against avian 
influenza can be an effective tool to 
supplement disease control measures and 
to avoid massive killing and destruction of 
poultry and birds. Current knowledge 
suggests that vaccination may be useful not 
only in emergencies but also to prevent 
disease in situations of higher risk of 
introduction of avian influenza viruses 
from wild life or other sources. Provisions 
should therefore be established for 
inspections, random screening of animals 
and emergency and protective vaccination.

Or. fr

Justification

Inspections and random screening of animals are possible options in action to combat avian 
influenza. In the past, such measures have yielded positive results, particularly in restricting 
the propagation of BSE.

Amendment by Jules Maaten

Amendment 34
Recital 17 a (new)

17a. Species of bird referred to in 
Annexes A, B, C and D to Council 
Regulation (EC) No 338/97 of 9 
December 1996 on the protection of 
species of wild fauna and flora by 
regulating trade therein and species of 
bird covered by Directive 79/409/EEC of 2 
April 1979 on the conservation of wild 
birds (Birds Directive) have a special 
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status which applies irrespective of by 
whom the birds are kept (zoo, private 
individual or other), whether they are wild 
or raised and whether or not they are kept 
for commercial purposes. However, 
registration/a fixed leg ring has to be a 
compulsory condition. In view of the 
protected status of these species, they 
should receive priority as regards 
(compulsory) vaccination and should only 
be killed in cases of absolute necessity, 
when there is no other reasonable 
solution.  

Or. nl

Justification

In line with the amendments to Articles 54 and 57.

Amendment by Kartika Tamara Liotard

Amendment 35
Recital 19

19) The Community and the Member 
States should also have the possibility to
establish reserves of vaccine against avian 
influenza to be used in poultry and other 
birds in case of an emergency.

19) The Community and the Member 
States should establish reserves of vaccine 
against avian influenza to be used in 
poultry and other birds in case of an 
emergency.

Or. nl

Justification

Merely providing for the possibility of establishing reserves is too non-binding. Although 
vaccination is not the best possible way of combating the spread of avian influenza, it can 
nonetheless be an important weapon. Given the seriousness of the situation and the risk of 
spreading, it is necessary that reserves of vaccine be established in all the Member States.

Amendment by Phillip Whitehead

Amendment 36
Recital 21

(21) Provisions should be made to ensure 
the necessary level of preparation by the 
Member States to effectively tackle 
emergency situations caused by one or 

(21) Provisions should be made to ensure 
the necessary level of preparation by the 
Member States to effectively tackle 
emergency situations caused by one or 
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more outbreaks of avian influenza, in 
particular by drawing up contingency plans 
and setting up control centres. Such 
contingency plans should take account of 
the public health risk posed by avian 
influenza to poultry workers and other 
personnel.

more outbreaks of avian influenza, in 
particular by drawing up contingency plans 
and setting up co-ordinated control 
centres. Such contingency plans should 
take account of the public health risk posed 
by avian influenza to poultry workers and 
other personnel and of national pandemic-
influenza preparedness and response 
plans.

Or. en

Justification

The efficacy of national pandemic-influenza preparedness and response plans, where they 
exist would be increased if they were in line with veterinary contingency plans. Any control 
centres to tackle emergency situations should be fully co-ordinated in order to be effective.

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 37
Recital 21 a (new)

(21a) On the basis of Regulation (EC) No 
851/2004 of the European Parliament and 
of the Council of 21 April 2004 
establishing a European Centre for 
disease prevention and control1, it is 
essential for the Commission and Member 
States to cooperate with the centre with a 
view to devising measures to combat avian 
influenza and drafting preparedness plans 
and response plans. 
1 OJ L 142, 30.4.2004, p. 1.

Or. el

Justification

On the basis of the regulation establishing a European Centre for disease prevention and 
control, the Commission and the Member States should cooperate with the centre in drafting 
preparedness plans and response plans. The centre's mission is to 'identify, assess and 
communicate current and emerging threats to human health from communicable diseases' 
and other serious threats to health.
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Amendment by Bart Staes and Caroline Lucas

Amendment 38
Recital 22

(22) If avian influenza is detected during 
importation in a quarantine facility or 
centre, as provided for in Commission 
Decision 2000/666/EC of 16 October 2000 
laying down the animal health 
requirements and the veterinary 
certification for the import of birds, other 
than poultry and the conditions for 
quarantine, it should be reported to the 
Commission. However, reporting as 
provided for by Council Directive 
82/894//EEC of 21 December 1982 on the 
notification of animal diseases within the 
Community, in cases of outbreaks in 
Member States would not be appropriate.

(22) If avian influenza is detected during 
importation in a quarantine facility or 
centre, as provided for in Commission 
Decision 2000/666/EC of 16 October 2000 
laying down the animal health 
requirements and the veterinary 
certification for the import of birds, other 
than poultry and the conditions for 
quarantine, it should be reported to the 
Commission. Member States should 
increase their controls on legal as well as 
illegal imports of wild birds in order to 
reduce the risk of spreading avian 
influenza through such imports. However, 
reporting as provided for by Council 
Directive 82/894//EEC of 21 December 
1982 on the notification of animal diseases 
within the Community, in cases of 
outbreaks in Member States would not be 
appropriate.

Or. en

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 39
Recital 26

(26) Member States should lay down rules 
on penalties applicable to infringements of 
the provisions of this Directive and ensure 
that they are implemented. Those penalties 
must be effective, proportionate and
dissuasive.

(26) Member States should lay down rules 
on penalties applicable to infringements of 
the provisions of this Directive and ensure 
that they are implemented. Those penalties 
must be effective, proportionate, dissuasive 
and harmonised.

Or. fr

Justification

As part of Community action, the Member States should introduce harmonised penalties, 
since how would it be possible to explain away any distortions in penalties?
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Amendment by Bart Staes and Caroline Lucas

Amendment 40
Recital 29

(29) This Directive sets out the minimum 
control measures to be applied in the event 
of an outbreak of avian influenza in poultry 
and other birds. However, Member States 
are free to take more stringent 
administrative and sanitary action in the 
field covered by this Directive. In addition, 
this Directive provides that Member States 
authorities may apply measures 
proportionate to the health risk posed by 
different disease situations.

(29) This Directive sets out the minimum 
control measures to be applied in the event 
of an outbreak of avian influenza in poultry 
and other birds. However, Member States 
are free to take more stringent 
administrative and sanitary action in the 
field covered by this Directive. In addition, 
this Directive provides that Member States 
authorities should apply measures 
proportionate to the health risk posed by 
different disease situations.

Or. en

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 41
Recital 30

(30) In accordance with the principal of 
proportionality, it is necessary and 
appropriate for the achievement of the 
basic objective of ensuring the 
development of the poultry sector and
contributing to the protection of animal 
health, to lay down rules on specific 
measures and minimum measures aimed at 
the prevention and control of avian 
influenza. This Directive does not go 
beyond what is necessary in order to 
achieve the objectives pursued, in 
accordance with the third paragraph of 
Article 5 of the Treaty.

(30) In accordance with the principal of 
proportionality, it is necessary and 
appropriate for the achievement of the 
basic objective of contributing to the 
protection of public and animal health and 
ensuring the development of the poultry 
sector to lay down rules on specific 
measures and minimum measures aimed at 
the prevention and control of avian 
influenza. This Directive does not go 
beyond what is necessary in order to 
achieve the objectives pursued, in 
accordance with the third paragraph of 
Article 5 of the Treaty.

Or. el

Justification

The principal aim of the proposed directive is to protect public health and tighten up animal 
health protection measures. In its proposal for a directive, the Commission overhauls the 
current rules, adding important sections on public health protection and repealing the 
provisions of Council Directive 92/40/EEC of 19 May 1992 introducing Community measures 
for the control of avian influenza.
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Amendment by Kartika Tamara Liotard

Amendment 42
Recital 30

(30) In accordance with the principal of 
proportionality, it is necessary and 
appropriate for the achievement of the 
basic objective of ensuring the 
development of the poultry sector and 
contributing to the protection of animal 
health, to lay down rules on specific 
measures and minimum measures aimed at 
the prevention and control of avian 
influenza . This Directive does not go 
beyond what is necessary in order to 
achieve the objectives pursued, in 
accordance with the third paragraph of 
Article 5 of the Treaty.

(30) In accordance with the principle of 
proportionality, it is necessary and 
appropriate for the achievement of the 
basic objective of ensuring the 
development of the poultry sector and 
contributing to the protection of animal 
health, to lay down rules on specific 
measures and minimum measures aimed at 
the prevention and control of avian 
influenza. Given the fact that the existence 
of relatively large concentrations of 
poultry with relatively low resistance 
increases the risk of avian influenza 
spreading rapidly, it is also advisable to 
restrict intensive poultry farming. This 
may be done by laying down stricter rules 
on minimum conditions for the keeping of 
birds for meat and egg production and by 
providing financial incentives for organic 
poultry farming. This Directive does not 
go beyond what is necessary in order to 
achieve the objectives pursued, in 
accordance with the third paragraph of 
Article 5 of the Treaty.

Or. nl

Justification

It is precisely high concentrations of chickens with low resistance (on account of being kept 
under poor conditions) that pose a high risk of rapid spreading of the virus. It is no 
coincidence that the outbreak of avian influenza in the Netherlands occurred in a region with 
a lot of intensive poultry farming. If Europe wishes to be spared outbreaks of animal diseases 
in the long term, we must irreversibly reform the organic farming industry.

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 43
Article 4, paragraph 1, point (a a) (new)

(aa) ensure that inspections and random 
screening are performed by the competent 
authorities
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Or. fr

Justification

Inspections and random screening of animals are possible options in action to combat avian 
influenza. In the past, such measures have yielded positive results, particularly in restricting 
the propagation of BSE.

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 44
Article 4, paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. The Commission shall provide the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control with information on 
implementation of the annual 
surveillance programmes.

Or. el

Justification

The provision of information to and communication with the ECDPC are of essential 
importance. The centre's mission is to 'identify, assess and communicate current and 
emerging threats to human health from communicable diseases' and other serious threats to 
health. The ECDPC is the body best suited to enhancing the Community's and the Member 
States' public health protection capacity. 

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 45
Article 5, paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. The Commission shall provide the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control with summary data on the 
submission of the reports and 
notifications referred to in Annex II. 

Or. el

Justification

The provision of information to and communication with the ECDPC are of essential 
importance. The centre's mission is to 'identify, assess and communicate current and 
emerging threats to human health from communicable diseases' and other serious threats to 
health.
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Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 46
Article 6, paragraph 4

4. If the epidemiological inquiry suggests 
that avian influenza may have spread from 
or to other Member States, the Commission 
and the other Member States concerned 
shall be immediately informed of the 
results of all findings of the inquiry.

4. If the epidemiological inquiry suggests 
that avian influenza may have spread from 
or to other Member States, the 
Commission, the other Member States 
concerned and the European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and Control shall be 
immediately informed of the results of all 
findings of the inquiry.

Or. el

Justification

Epidemiological inquiry findings should also be forwarded to the European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and Control.

Amendment by Phillip Whitehead

Amendment 47
Article 7, paragraph 2, point (a)

(a) poultry and other birds and all 
mammals of domestic species are counted 
or, if appropriate, estimated following 
their relevant category;

(a) poultry and other birds and all 
mammals of domestic species are counted,
together with their density in living space 
and the frequency of prior inspection,
following their relevant category;

Or. en

Justification

Concern about living space in the context of possible infections and animal welfare makes the 
case for pre-infection inspection. The Broiler Chickens Directive will address this concern in 
future.

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 48
Article 47, paragraph 2 a (new)

(2a) In this connection, prior provision 
shall be made for emergency plans in the 
event of human contamination. Such 
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emergency plans shall seek to:
- secure the necessary coordination 
between Member States,
- avoid panic among the general public,
- combat any trafficking that may arise 
should serious risks actually emerge,
- determine the areas to be isolated as a 
priority,
- identify the population groups to be 
vaccinated as a priority,
- ensure fair and universal distribution of 
anti-epidemic products.

Or. fr

Justification

Provision needs to be made as of now for coordinated emergency plans, particularly in order 
to establish what action should be taken if a verified risk emerges. 

Amendment by Jules Maaten

Amendment 49
Article 47, paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. In the event of an outbreak of an 
influenza pandemic in the EU or in 
neighbouring states, the European 
Commission must be able to take crisis 
measures within 24 hours, such as 
quarantine and disinfection measures at 
airports in connection with flights from 
certain regions and travel restrictions. 

Or. nl

Justification

In the event of a disease outbreak among animals the EU is able to immediately take 
far-reaching action. The EU should have the same powers to protect human health, bearing 
in mind that international trade and travel can unwittingly cause rapid spreading of the 
influenza virus.
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Amendment by Jules Maaten

Amendment 50
Article 47, paragraph 2 b (new)

2b. The Commission shall take steps to 
help ensure that sufficient antivirals and 
vaccines are available for those exposed 
to the virus in the event of an outbreak in 
one or more Member States

Or. nl

Justification

Sufficient antivirals and vaccines should be available for everyone.

Amendment by Jules Maaten

Amendment 51
Article 47, paragraph 2 c (new)

2c. Member States and the European 
Commission shall see to it that, in the 
event of a pandemic, the available 
antivirals and vaccines are effectively 
distributed among the Member States and 
countries bordering on the EU.

Or. nl

Justification

If a Member State already has sufficient antivirals and/or vaccines, that in itself is no 
guarantee that they will be effectively distributed, in cases of emergency, among other 
Member States and neighbouring countries. Such a guarantee must therefore be provided in 
the text. 

Amendment by Bart Staes and Caroline Lucas

Amendment 52
Article 47, paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Member States shall ensure: 
- the availability of an emergency stock of 
antivirals so that prophylactic protection 
in the case of a pandemic can be extended 
rapidly to all persons most at risk of 
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exposure within the EU; 
- sufficient vaccine production capacity to 
ensure that all persons most at risk of 
exposure in the event of a pandemic can 
be pre-emptively vaccinated against the 
strain in question, if necessary by 
increasing uptake of the seasonal human 
influenza vaccine.
Member States shall report to the 
Commission about the size of the 
emergency stocks of antivirals and about 
their vaccine production capacity in order 
to assist the Commission in drawing up 
Community-wide rapid response plans for 
the distribution of antivirals between 
Member States in the case of a pandemic. 
The size of the stocks of antivirals and the 
required vaccine production capacity 
shall be calculated based on sound 
epidemiological models.

Or. en

Justification

Member States should make adequate efforts to prepare for a pandemic, mainly by assuring 
sufficient stocks of antivirals and by increasing their production capacity for vaccines. The 
Commission should be ready to co-ordinate the Member States' response to a pandemic in 
order to most effectively limit the spread of any outbreak.

Amendment by Bart Staes and Caroline Lucas

Amendment 53
Article 47, paragraph 3 b (new)

3b. The Commission shall draw up 
Community-wide pandemic preparedness 
plans for the distribution of vaccines and 
antivirals between Member States in the 
case of a pandemic, in accordance with 
the procedure referred to in Article 65(3). 
These plans shall be based on the size and 
the location of stocks of antivirals and 
vaccine production capacities of Member 
States. The plans will provide for the 
allocation of both vaccines and antivirals 
to the EU citizens most at risk of exposure 
to an avian influenza infection. These 
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plans shall be made public within one 
year of the adoption of this Directive.

Or. en

Justification

Member States should make adequate efforts to prepare for a pandemic, mainly by assuring 
sufficient stocks of antivirals and by increasing their production capacity for vaccines. The 
Commission should be ready to co-ordinate the Member States' response to a pandemic in 
order to most effectively limit the spread of any outbreak.

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 54
Article 47, paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Member States shall ensure 
communication and coordination with the 
Commission and the European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and Control in 
connection with preparedness plans and 
response plans aimed at combating any 
influenza pandemic, under the procedure 
referred to in Article 65.

Or. el

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 55
Article 52, paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. The Commission shall ensure 
communication and cooperation between 
the Community reference laboratory and 
the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control.

Or. el

Amendment by Jules Maaten

Amendment 56
Article 54, paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Species of bird referred to in Annexes 
A, B, C and D to Council Regulation (EC) 
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No 338/97 of 9 December 1996 on the 
protection of species of wild fauna and 
flora by regulating trade therein and 
species of bird covered by Directive 
79/409/EEC of 2 April 1979 on the 
conservation of wild birds (Birds 
Directive) should receive priority as 
regards emergency vaccination.  

Or. nl

Justification

These birds have a special status which applies irrespective of by whom they are kept (zoo, 
private individual or other), whether they are wild or raised and whether or not they are kept 
for commercial purposes. However, registration/a fixed leg ring has to be a compulsory 
condition. In view of the protected status of the species referred to in Annexes A, B, C and D 
to Regulation (EC) No 338/97 and in Directive 79/409/EEC, they should receive priority as 
regards (compulsory) vaccination and should only be killed in cases of absolute necessity, 
when there is no other reasonable solution.

Amendment by Jules Maaten

Amendment 57
Article 57, paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Species of bird referred to in Annexes 
A, B, C and D to Council Regulation (EC) 
No 338/97 of 9 December 1996 on the 
protection of species of wild fauna and 
flora by regulating trade therein and 
species of bird covered by Directive 
79/409/EEC of 2 April 1979 on the 
conservation of wild birds (Birds 
Directive) should receive priority as 
regards protective vaccination.  

Or. nl

Justification

These birds have a special status which applies irrespective of by whom they are kept (zoo, 
private individual or other), whether they are wild or raised and whether or not they are kept 
for commercial purposes. However, registration/a fixed leg ring has to be a compulsory 
condition. In view of the protected status of the species referred to in Annexes A, B, C and D 
to Regulation (EC) No 338/97 and in Directive 79/409/EEC, they should receive priority as 
regards (compulsory) vaccination and should only be killed in cases of absolute necessity, 
when there is no other reasonable solution.
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Amendment by Bart Staes and Caroline Lucas

Amendment 58
Article 57 a (new)

Article 57 a
Differentiated Protective Vaccination

Member States shall introduce specific 
protective vaccination plans for zoo 
animals and officially registered rare 
breeds of poultry or other birds, in 
accordance with Article 57, in order to 
prevent unnecessary killing of such 
animals. Such vaccinated animals may be 
subject to specific restrictions on 
movement.

Or. en

Amendment by Bart Staes and Caroline Lucas

Amendment 59
Article 59, paragraph 1

1. A Community vaccine bank may be 
established in accordance with the 
procedure referred in Article 65(2).

1. A Community vaccine bank shall be 
established in accordance with the 
procedure referred in Article 65(2).

Or. en

Justification

The Community vaccine bank is a central tool for influenza preparedness. Its creation should 
therefore be compulsory.

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 60
Article 59, paragraph 1

1. A Community vaccine bank may be 
established in accordance with the 
procedure referred in Article 65(2).

1. A Community vaccine bank shall be 
established in accordance with the 
procedure referred in Article 65(2).

Or. pl
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Justification

Owing to its epizootic and epidemiological features, avian influenza is the greatest known 
threat to public health, the economy and the environment at the present moment. This critical 
situation calls for the immediate introduction at Community level of effective preventive 
measures that are not liable to be disregarded by any of the Member States. 

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 61
Article 59, paragraph 2 a (new)

(2a) The European Union shall provide 
practical and financial assistance in the 
development of vaccines. It shall also 
ensure the swift and unfettered export of 
vaccines produced by producer countries
to non-producer countries within the 
European Union.

Or. fr

Justification

The European Union has a duty to provide assistance with research into vaccines and to 
ensure the distribution of products.

Amendment by Jules Maaten

Amendment 62
Article 63, paragraph 4 a (new)

An action plan shall be drawn up 
specifically for European institutions in 
the event that travel restrictions prevent 
international meetings, such as those of 
the Council and Parliament, from taking 
place. 

Or. nl

Justification

If, in the event of an outbreak, travel restrictions prevent meetings from being held, a plan 
needs to be in place to enable European institutions to pursue their work under those 
circumstances.
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Amendment by Bart Staes and Caroline Lucas

Amendment 63
Article 63, paragraph 5

5. In addition to the measures provided for 
paragraphs 1 to 4, further rules to ensure a 
rapid and efficient eradication of avian 
influenza, including provisions on disease 
control centers, expert groups and real-
time alert exercises, may be adopted in 
accordance with the procedure referred to 
in Article 65(2).

5. In addition to the measures provided for 
in paragraphs 1 to 4, further rules to ensure 
a rapid and efficient eradication of avian 
influenza, including provisions on disease 
control centres, expert groups and real-
time alert exercises, shall be adopted in 
accordance with the procedure referred to 
in Article 65(2). Member States shall 
update their contingency plans according 
to the results of the real-time tests and 
communicate the updates to the 
Commission.

Or. en

Justification

If an outbreak of a human form of avian influenza occurs, a very rapid and efficient response 
will be needed. Information gained from real time alert exercises should therefore be used to 
strengthen preparedness, with co-ordination at European level.

Amendment by Bart Staes and Caroline Lucas

Amendment 64
Article 63, paragraph 5 a (new)

5a. In addition to the contingency plans, 
Member States shall draw up effective 
human pandemic preparedness plans 
which shall include rules for the 
production, stocking and distribution of 
antivirals to the persons most at risk, the 
coordination of efforts for the 
development and mass production of 
vaccines as well as provisions for 
mandatory real-time alert exercises, 
including cross-border co-operation of 
crisis management, for instance 
systematic virological screening of air 
filters from airplanes. The national 
preparedness plans, the results of real-
time simulations as well as the updates of 
the plans following real-time simulation 
shall be communicated to the Commission 
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and made public within six months 
following the adoption of this Directive. 

Or. en

Justification

It is important to have full, effective preparedness plans for a human pandemic.

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 65
Article 65, paragraph 2, subparagraph 2

The period laid down in Article 5 (6) of 
Decision 1999/468/EC shall be set at three
months.

The period laid down in Article 5 (6) of 
Decision 1999/468/EC shall be set at two
months.

Or. pl

Justification

Owing to its epizootic and epidemiological features, avian influenza is the greatest known 
threat to public health, the economy and the environment at the present moment. This critical 
situation calls for the immediate introduction at Community level of effective preventive 
measures that are not liable to be disregarded by any of the Member States.


