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Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Satu Hassi

Amendment 1
Paragraph 1

1. Notes the Commission’s proposal to introduce an action plan for sustainable forestry 
and stresses that the EU’s responsibility in the field of forestry policy is and should 
remain very limited; stresses that the basic perspective for all decision-making 
affecting European forests must be that European forests differ substantially from each 
other and face different environmental challenges; considers, therefore, that the EU 
action plan for sustainable forestry must be consistent with the international 
commitments of the EU and its Member States, and be drawn up with the 
subsidiarity principle to the fore and be based on the national forestry programmes. 

Or. en

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Satu Hassi

Amendment 2
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Regrets that despite the fact that Europe's forest area is expanding in standing 
volume, its environmental values have been in serious decline in the last decade, 
and calls on the Commission to include in its action plan guarantees that the 
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forestry sector will not contribute further to the loss and fragmentation of habitats 
and compromise the attainment of the EU objective to halt biodiversity loss by 2010.

Or. en

Amendment by Hélène Goudin

Amendment 3
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Stresses that the EU should not develop a common forestry policy and that this field 
of policy is an important one for decision-making at national level.

Or. sv

Amendment by Jonas Sjöstedt

Amendment 4
Paragraph 2

2. Stresses the importance of the multifunctional role of forests; notes that forests make 
vital ecological, social and economic contributions to the attainment of objectives 
which are important to society, and that sustainable development of forests requires 
a long-term vision, which means that the precautionary principle and variation must 
be important premises; considers that the challenge is to find ways of preserving 
and improving forests' various valuable qualities.

Or. sv

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Satu Hassi

Amendment 5
Paragraph 2

2. Stresses the multi-functional role of forests; points out that when economic growth is 
combined with important environmental values, such as sustaining the protective 
functions and biodiversity of forests, and rural development, forestry makes a 
particularly clear contribution to the attainment of several of the Lisbon and 
Gothenburg objectives; takes the view, therefore, that good conditions for forestry and 
strong awareness of the various simultaneous goals of forest management are 
important if the Union is to achieve several of its environmental objectives.

Or. en
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Amendment by Jonas Sjöstedt

Amendment 6
Paragraph 3

3. Notes that the EU already takes many political decisions which directly or indirectly 
affect European forests and forestry but that coordination by the Commission between 
various areas of policy concerning forests has many shortcomings; notes that this 
situation has been to the detriment of compatibility between different environmental 
objectives and of the conditions for forestry; considers therefore that the Commission 
should coordinate existing forestry policy and observes that Natura 2000, the EU's 
network for safeguarding biodiversity and conservation of species, is an important 
element in the EU's green infrastructure.

Or. sv

Amendment by Maciej Marian Giertych

Amendment 7
Paragraph 3

3. Notes that the EU already takes many political decisions which directly or indirectly 
affect European forests and forestry (deletion); considers therefore that the 
Commission’s most important task should be to (deletion) carry out assessments in 
advance with a view to taking account, at an early stage, of how various political 
decisions affect European forests and forestry; considers, therefore, that the Standing 
Forestry Committee should be (deletion) given responsibility for carrying out such 
assessments.

Or. en

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Satu Hassi

Amendment 8
Paragraph 3

3. Notes that the EU already takes many political decisions which directly or indirectly 
affect European forests and forestry but that coordination by the Commission between 
various areas of policy concerning forests has many shortcomings; notes that this
situation has been to the detriment of compatibility between different environmental 
objectives and of the conditions for forestry; considers therefore that the 
Commission’s most important task should be to coordinate existing forestry policy 
and, in future, to carry out assessments in advance with a view to taking account, at an 
early stage, of how various political decisions affect European forests and forestry; 
considers, therefore, that the Standing Forestry Committee should be strengthened to 
include civil society participation and given responsibility for overseeing 



PE 362.844v01-00 4/10 AM\581907EN.doc

EN

implementation of the proposed action plan.

Or. en

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Satu Hassi

Amendment 9
Paragraph 4

4. Welcomes the Commission’s FLEGT action plan which was set up to combat the 
problems associated with illegal logging; considers that illegal logging creates serious 
environmental and social problems as well as an imbalance of trade in timber and 
financial losses for the forest industry; considers that, in order to make progress in 
combating trade in illegally logged  timber, it is of crucial importance that the factors 
underlying the problem, such as weak property rights, corruption and poverty, are 
eliminated; stresses, however, that a voluntary licensing scheme will not be sufficient 
to address the problem and therefore reiterates its demand for a comprehensive 
legislative proposal to prohibit the import of illegally sourced timber and forest 
products into the EU, regardless of the country of origin, with the objective of 
promoting socially and ecologically responsible forest management worldwide.

Or. en

Amendment by Jonas Sjöstedt

Amendment 10
Paragraph 4

4. Welcomes the Commission’s FLEGT action plan which was set up to combat the 
problems associated with illegal logging; considers that illegal logging creates serious 
environmental and social problems as well as an imbalance of trade in timber and 
financial losses for the forest industry; considers that, in order to make progress in 
combating trade in illegally logged  timber, it is of crucial importance that the factors 
underlying the problem, such as lack of clarity about ownership, corruption and 
poverty, are eliminated; considers it important, furthermore, that there should be 
serious sanctions and punishments for people and businesses that deal in illegally 
logged timber.

Or. sv
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Amendment by Jonas Sjöstedt

Amendment 11
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Stresses the importance of intact forest ecosystems with a view to preserving 
biodiversity in accordance with commitments under international agreements; notes 
that examples of such commitments include the Biodiversity Convention (Rio, 1992) 
and the goal of halting the decline in the number of species by 2010 (EU meeting in 
Göteborg, 2001; Johannesburg 2002); observes that, in order to successfully fulfil 
these commitments, it is of the greatest importance to earmark sufficient areas as 
nature reserves and to gear silvicultural methods, in conjunction with landscape 
planning, more fully to biological preconditions.

Or. sv

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Satu Hassi

Amendment 12
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Notes that much of the wood imported into the EU comes in the form of processed 
products, some of which are derived from wood which has been sourced illegally; 
asks the Commission, in order to facilitate prohibition of such illegally-sourced 
imports, to consider modifying the EC Customs Code and non-preferential rules of 
origin applying to timber so that the last country in which the processing of products 
made out of extractive natural resources takes places should be obliged to prove the 
origin and the legality of the raw materials.

Or. en

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Satu Hassi

Amendment 13
Paragraph 4 b (new)

4b. Notes that the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) certification scheme is the only 
internationally recognised scheme supported by responsible timber companies, 
many indigenous peoples' organisations, trade unions, as well as environmental and 
social groups in timber-producing countries, and therefore proposes that all imports 
into the EU should be required to meet the standards of this scheme and be labelled 
as such. 

Or. en
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Amendment by Jonas Sjöstedt

Amendment 14
Paragraph 5

5. Stresses that wood, as a raw material, has unique properties which make it a (deletion)
renewable and recoverable natural resource; points out that (deletion) increasing the 
use of wood is accordingly an important element, inter alia, in the transition from 
an energy system based on fossil fuels; recalls, however, that on a global level the 
use of wood as a raw material must be reduced, and in many EU countries the 
consumption of forestry products needs to become more efficient.

Or. sv

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Satu Hassi

Amendment 15
Paragraph 5

5. Stresses that wood, as a raw material, has unique properties which make it a genuinely 
renewable and recoverable natural resource; points out that (deletion)increasing the 
use of wood, for example in the construction, paper, packaging and energy sectors, 
can contribute to replacing the use of non-renewable natural resources and expand 
the carbon cycle; considers, therefore, that sustainable use of wood with due respect 
for biodiversity and social equity can play a part in the EU’s ability to fulfil its 
commitments under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
and the Kyoto Protocol.

Or. en

Amendment by Riitta Myller

Amendment 16
Paragraph 5 a (new)

5a. Stresses the importance of diverse timber research in attaining the European 
Union's objectives regarding competitiveness and the environment; observes that, as 
a raw material, wood contains many chemicals which have previously remained 
unexploited and that adequate resources should be invested in research into them 
and development of market applications of them.

Or. fi
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Amendment by Maciej Marian Giertych

Amendment 17
Paragraph 6

6. Draws attention to the regions repeatedly affected by large-scale forest fires and 
expresses its solidarity with those regions; considers it important, however, to note 
that there are considerable differences between the Member States in relation to 
problems with forest fires and the conditions under which they can be fought; stresses 
that (deletion) experience shows that local involvement and local engagement is 
crucial to the success of preventing and fighting forest fires.

Or. en

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Satu Hassi

Amendment 18
Paragraph 6

6. Draws attention to the regions repeatedly affected by large-scale forest fires and 
expresses its solidarity with those regions; considers it important, however, to note 
that there are considerable differences between the Member States in relation to 
problems with forest fires and the conditions under which they can be fought; stresses 
that, even though the Forest Focus Programme is a valuable support for those affected, 
experience shows that local involvement and local engagement is crucial to the 
success of preventing forest fires and changing forestry practices away from fire-
prone monocultures, especially of eucalyptus.

Or. en

Amendment by María Esther Herranz García, Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 19
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Points out that, currently, most EU fire prevention funding is granted via the rural 
development policy; regrets the lack of coordination between programmes 
implemented at regional or national level; believes that it is necessary to step up 
such coordination by drawing up a set of strategic Community guidelines with a 
view to dovetailing the preventive measures taken by different national and/or local 
government authorities.
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Or. es

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 20
Paragraph 6 b (new)

6b. Calls on the Commission to recommend to each region that it draw up a 
comprehensive strategy to combat fires and that they work together with the States; 
believes that such a strategy must cover the relationship between agriculture and the 
forest environment, the risks in the area and the preventive measures to address 
these risks.

Or. es

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 21
Paragraph 6 c (new)

6c. Emphasises that afforestation is a vital tool in combating desertification and 
drought; takes the view, in that context, that funding must be provided for 
afforestation actions and strategies in which the EU, the Member States, regions, 
city councils and local councils must all participate; believes that figures should be 
provided to quantify afforestation, that afforestation should be assessed and that its 
scope and characteristics should be monitored.

Or. es

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 22
Paragraph 6 d (new)

6d. Asks that new ways of preventing and extinguishing fires using satellites and other 
state-of-the-art technology be developed and researched and used not only in 
forests, but also to provide civil protection for the general public.

Or. es
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Amendment by Jonas Sjöstedt

Amendment 23
Paragraph 7 (new)

7. Stresses the importance of employing a range of different forestry methods which 
respect the different preconditions of the regions in terms of fertility, climate and 
forest ecosystems; considers that methods of silviculture which are better geared to 
the natural preconditions and to the needs of smaller land-owners and are more 
compatible with the preservation of biodiversity should be developed; believes that 
research and development relating to alternative methods should be assigned 
priority, while avoiding clear-felling, one-sided monocultures and the use of 
artificial inputs wherever possible.

Or. sv

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Satu Hassi

Amendment 24
Paragraph 7

7. Stresses the important role of Natura 2000, the EU’s network which safeguards 
biological diversity and the conservation of species; considers that the success of 
Natura 2000 and other efforts to promote biological diversity is dependent on forest 
owners' commitment to take into account the conservation needs of their forests.

Or. en

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Satu Hassi

Amendment 25
Paragraph 7 a (new)

7a. Regrets the absence of reference to the EU's last remaining old-growth forests in 
the Commission communication; considers that these forests have unique 
biodiversity value including hundreds of threatened species, many of which are old-
growth forest related and cannot survive in planted forests; therefore urges the EU 
to take prompt action to protect the remaining old-growth forests. 

Or. en
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Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Satu Hassi

Amendment 26
Paragraph 7 b (new)

7b. Emphasises the need to improve the balance between the economic, social and 
environmental aspects of forest functions, and notes that poor governance in the 
forestry sector has led to social conflicts with forest-dependent peoples, in particular 
the Sámi community; therefore stresses the need to involve all stakeholders, 
including local people and environmental and social NGOs, in forest management; 
further considers that urgent measures are needed to protect the customary land 
rights and way of life of forest-dependent peoples in Europe.

Or. en

Amendment by Cristina Gutiérrez-Cortines

Amendment 27
Paragraph 7 a (new)

7a. Notes that the new financial instrument for the environment (LIFE+) is vital in 
order to protect all Europe's forests through measures to monitor and avert the 
contributory factors involved in their deterioration, including fires.

Or. es


