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Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó

Amendment 1
Paragraph 1

1. Urges the Commission and the Member States to provide better information for 
European citizens about their rights and obligations and, in particular, actively to 
encourage European citizens to stand for election and to vote in municipal and 
European elections; believes in this connection that the Member States, working on a 
common basis, should integrate the European dimension from school onwards and 
include (deletion) basic information about culture and the European institutions in 
primary and secondary school curricula;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jo Leinen

Amendment 2
Paragraph 1

1. Urges the Commission and the Member States to provide better information for 
European citizens about their rights and obligations and, in particular, actively to 
encourage European citizens to stand for election and to vote in municipal and 
European elections; believes that the Member States, working on a common basis, 
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should incorporate the European dimension as a fundamental element of school 
education and include in the curricula of all types of school basic information about 
culture and the structure of the European Union;

Or. de

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves

Amendment 3
Paragraph 1

1. Urges the Commission and the Member States to provide better information for 
European citizens about their rights and obligations and, in particular, actively to 
encourage European citizens to stand for election and to vote in municipal and 
European elections; believes that the Member States, working on a common basis, 
should integrate the European dimension into school curricula and include therein 
basic information about European culture, policies, and (deletion) institutions;

Or. pt

Amendment by Jo Leinen

Amendment 4
Paragraph 2

2. Notes that the elections to the European Parliament are the most outwardly visible 
expression of democratic EU citizenship; hopes therefore that, by the time of the 
2009 European elections, a reform of the electoral system can be achieved which 
does justice to the European character of those elections; recalls in this connection 
that the political parties in particular must be strengthened at European level and 
that the drawing up of trans-national European lists for the election of some MEPs 
would considerably enhance the European dimension of the European elections;

Or. de

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde, Philippe de Villiers, and Patrick Louis

Amendment 5
Paragraph 2

2. Sincerely hopes that the voting procedures used for European elections will have been 
reformed by 2009 so as to comply with the first paragraph of Article 189 TEC, which 
calls for ‘The European Parliament ... [to] consist of representatives of the peoples 
of the States brought together in the Community’, as opposed to representatives of a 
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mythical European people, by standardising electoral procedures and, in particular, 
by ensuring that Members standing for the European political parties are elected to 
represent single national constituencies;

Or. fr

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó

Amendment 6
Paragraph 2

2. Sincerely hopes that the voting procedures used for European elections will have been 
reformed by 2009 so as to give the elections a genuine European dimension by 
standardising electoral procedures and bringing the constituencies as closely into line 
as possible in terms of population size and, in particular, by ensuring that a proportion 
of the House is elected on the basis of transnational European lists submitted by the 
European political parties;

Or. fr

Amendment by Joachim Wuermeling

Amendment 7
Paragraph 2

2. Sincerely hopes that the voting procedures used for European elections will have been 
reformed by 2009 so as to give the elections a genuine European dimension by 
standardising electoral procedures (deletion);

Or. de

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves

Amendment 8
Paragraph 2

2. Urges that reform of the voting procedures used for European elections be addressed
by 2009 so as to give the elections a genuine European dimension by standardising 
electoral procedures and, in particular, by ensuring that a proportion of the House is 
elected on the basis of transnational European lists submitted by the European political 
parties;

Or. pt



PE 364.693v01-00 4/11 AM\584076EN.doc

EN

Amendment by Jens-Peter Bonde, Philippe de Villiers, and Patrick Louis

Amendment 9
Paragraph 3

3. Regrets and condemns the (deletion) approach to information and communication 
taken by the European Commission supposedly to respond more effectively to the 
everyday concerns of European citizens, but which in fact is intended solely to enable
the Commission to convince itself that the rejection of the European Constitution by 
France and the Netherlands did not amount to rejection of the federal utopia, but 
rather stemmed from a mere hiccup in communication with citizens, who did not 
vote as directed by the expensive Commission propaganda designed to make them 
vote ‘yes’; sincerely hopes that the impact of the new awareness brought about by the 
ballot-box rebellion of 29 May will become apparent at an early date;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jo Leinen

Amendment 10
Paragraph 3

3. Welcomes the new approach to information and communication taken by the 
European Commission which seeks to respond (deletion) to the wishes, expectations 
and concerns of European citizens and to establish a dialogue with them (deletion) 
and to enable them to participate in the democratic process and thus to determine the 
Union's policies (deletion); sincerely hopes, therefore, that the impact of this 
(deletion) strategy will become apparent at an early date;

Or. de

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves

Amendment 11
Paragraph 3

3. Welcomes the new approach to information and communication taken by the 
European Commission which seeks to respond more effectively to the everyday 
concerns of European citizens and to establish a dialogue with them so as to identify 
their expectations more clearly and to enable them to influence the formulation of the 
Union’s policies by their participation in the democratic process; (deletion) hopes that 
Commission action in this sphere will allow for the fact that local authorities, local 
media, and neighbourhood communication channels in general are of vital strategic 
importance for true citizenship;
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Or. pt

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó

Amendment 12
Paragraph 3

3. Welcomes the new approach to information and communication taken by the 
European Commission which seeks to respond more effectively to the everyday 
concerns of European citizens and to establish a dialogue with them so as to identify 
their expectations more clearly and to enable them to influence the formulation of the 
Union’s policies by their participation in the democratic process; sincerely hopes that 
the impact of this new strategy will become apparent at an early date; also calls on the 
Commission and the Member States to foster the role and involvement of the media 
in the ways in which they communicate with and inform European citizens;

Or. fr

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves

Amendment 13
Paragraph 4

4. Emphasises, further, the importance for the full development of European citizenship 
of the right to good administration and the right of access to documents laid down in 
Title V (Citizenship) of the Charter of Fundamental Rights; points to the need to offer 
access to a high standard of legal information so as to provide a basis enabling 
citizens to become aware of their rights; points, further, to the importance of 
legislative simplification in Union policies in general and in policies on citizenship 
in particular, this being one way to bring the Union project closer to those at whom 
it is aimed;

Or. pt

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó

Amendment 14
Paragraph 4

4. Emphasises, further, the importance for the full development of European citizenship 
of the right to good administration and the right of access to documents laid down in 
Title V (Citizenship) of the Charter of Fundamental Rights, as well as the right to use 
one’s own language, as recognised by the Commission in point 3.5 of its report; 
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Or. fr

Amendment by Joachim Wuermeling

Amendment 15
Paragraph 6

deleted

Or. de

Amendment by Pervenche Berès

Amendment 16
Paragraph 6

6. Calls once again on the Member States to grant to third-country nationals who are 
long-term residents on the territory of the Union rights which are as close as possible 
to those enjoyed by citizens of the European Union, especially as regards the right to 
vote and to stand as a candidate in municipal and European elections; in this 
connection, takes the view that particular account must be taken of stateless persons 
residing on the territory of the Union;

Or. fr

Amendment by Joachim Wuermeling

Amendment 17
Paragraph 7

deleted

Or. de

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann

Amendment 18
Paragraph 7

deleted

Or. de
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Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó

Amendment 19
Paragraph 7

7. Notes that, at present, the acquisition of European citizenship depends on acquisition 
of the nationality of a Member State; without questioning the Member States’ 
powers, deems (deletion) desirable the approximation of the general criteria for the 
acquisition of nationality and calls for the introduction of measures to enable 
information about the various national regulations in this field to be disseminated 
more effectively;

Or. fr

Amendment by Richard Corbett

Amendment 20
Paragraph 7

7. Notes that, with regard to the acquisition of European citizenship and the rights 
attached thereto, the disparities between the provisions governing access to nationality 
in the Member States are enormous and could give rise to significant discrepancies 
potentially affecting all Member States; considers therefore that, with due regard 
being taken of the Member States' powers in the field, they should consider 
coordinating their criteria and procedures;

Or. en

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves

Amendment 21
Paragraph 7

7. Notes that, with regard to the acquisition of European citizenship and the rights 
attached thereto, the disparities between the provisions governing access to nationality 
in the Member States actually lead to discrimination between residents who are third-
country nationals or stateless on the basis of their Member State of residence; deems it 
necessary, therefore, to work towards the approximation of the conditions for the 
acquisition of nationality laid down in the laws of the various Member States, with 
due regard being taken of the Member States’ powers in this field; considers that 
harmonisation of the criteria for granting nationality will make for fairness as 
regards access to European citizenship;
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Or. pt

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó

Amendment 22
Paragraph 7 a (new)

7a. Urges the Commission and the Member States to provide better information to 
European citizens about their rights as regards consular protection by the 
diplomatic and consular services of any other Member State in places where a 
citizen’s home Member State has no representation;

Or. fr

Amendment by Joachim Wuermeling

Amendment 23
Paragraph 8

deleted

Or. de

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves

Amendment 24
Paragraph 8

8. Believes that the meaning and scope of citizenship go hand in hand with the 
progress of European integration; that substantial citizenship makes for 
integration; and that integration will in turn pave the way for new developments 
where citizenship is concerned;

Or. pt

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann

Amendment 25
Paragraph 8

8. Calls, more generally, for the recasting of the concept of European citizenship, so as 
to cover not only nationals of the Member States but also all other natural persons 
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who have been legally resident for 5 years in the territory of a Member State;

Or. de

Amendment by Jo Leinen

Amendment 26
Paragraph 9

9. Emphasises that (deletion) the European Constitution, in which the values and 
objectives of the Union are clearly defined, (deletion) the fundamental rights of its 
citizens guaranteed, the responsibilities of the Union set out and its institutions and 
decision-making processes regulated in a more democratic and transparent manner, 
represents a major contribution to the formation of a European identity and, hence, 
to the further development of European citizenship;

Or. de

Amendment by Maria da Assunção Esteves

Amendment 27
Paragraph 9

9. Emphasises that (deletion) a European Constitution which clearly lays down the 
values on which the Union is founded and the fundamental rights of its citizens, spells 
out its powers and establishes its institutions and decision-making procedures will 
help bring about European citizenship, for it is identification with the values 
embodied in the Constitution which imparts the European identity; considers, 
however, that the Charter of Fundamental Rights must become the touchstone for 
all Union action relating to citizenship;

Or. pt

Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann

Amendment 28
Paragraph 9

9. Emphasises that (deletion) the European Constitution, which clearly lays down the 
values on which the Union is founded and the fundamental rights of its citizens, spells 
out its powers and establishes its institutions and decision-making procedures, will 
contribute to a feeling of belonging to the Union and, hence, of European citizenship;

Or. de
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Amendment by Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann

Amendment 29
Paragraph 10

deleted

Or. de

Amendment by Ignasi Guardans Cambó

Amendment 30
Paragraph 10

10. Takes the view that a more direct link between the tax contribution paid by citizens 
and the budget of the European institutions could help to consolidate citizenship 
based on genuine rights and obligations and safeguard the entitlement of European 
citizens to insist that the European institutions run smoothly and their 
representatives behave properly; urges the Commission to consider whether such a 
link would be possible to establish without adding to the tax burden imposed on 
European taxpayers.

Or. fr

Amendment by Jo Leinen

Amendment 31
Paragraph 10

10. Takes the view that the creation of real own resources for the European Union on 
the basis of a neutral common tax could make a crucial contribution to resolving
the current crisis with the Financial Perspective, since it would avoid misleading 
discussions about "net contributions" and "fair return”, and that such a system 
would considerably improve the transparency of the funding of the EU and thus 
lastingly enhance European citizenship as a balanced system of rights and 
obligations.

Or. de
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Amendment by Pervenche Berès

Amendment 32
Paragraph 10

10. Takes the view that if the Community budget were financed in part by a genuine 
own resource arrangement under a transparent, fair, and democratic system,
without increasing the overall tax burden, this would (deletion) provide a way of 
escaping from the current deadlock caused by the financing of the Community budget 
from Member State contributions and the concept of a ‘fair return’; considers, 
moreover, that a proposal along the above lines would help to give European 
citizens a clearer grasp of the true nature of the Union budget and hence contribute 
to the affirmation of a balanced European citizenship based as much on rights as on 
obligations.

Or. fr

Amendment by Pervenche Berès

Amendment 33
Paragraph 10 a (new)

10a. Without prejudice to such a reform of the Union’s own resources system, believes 
that the Member States must give European citizens as clear an understanding as 
possible of the proportion of their taxes accounted for by contributions to the 
Community budget, for example by specifying the details on tax notices, whenever 
that could be done.

Or. fr


