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Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 5
Citation 1

Having regard to the Treaty establishing 
the European Community, and in particular 
Article 37 thereof,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing 
the European Community, and in particular 
Article 37 and article 152 thereof,

Or. en

Justification

Increasing animal welfare for chickens by decreasing farming intensity and by using more 
resistant breeds reduces the need for using veterinary medicines, feed additives or biocides. 
The provisions of this directive should therefore also have a desirable impact on food safety 
and public health. Thus a double legal basis should be used. 
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Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 6
Recital 10

(10) In establishing rules for the protection 
of chickens kept for meat production, a 
balance should be kept between the various 
aspects to be taken into consideration, as 
regards animal welfare and health, 
economic and social considerations and the 
environmental impact.

(10) In establishing rules for the protection 
of chickens kept for meat production, a 
balance should be kept between the various 
aspects to be taken into consideration, as 
regards animal welfare and health, 
economic and social considerations and the 
impacts on food safety and the 
environment.

Or. en

Justification

Increasing animal welfare of chickens by decreasing farming intensity and by using more 
resistant breeds reduces the need for using veterinary medicines, feed additives or biocides. 
The provisions of this directive should therefore also have a desirable impact on food safety 
and public health.

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 7
Article 1, point (a)

(a) establishments with less than 100 
chickens;

(a) establishments normally having fewer 
than 100 chickens;

Or. en

Justification

The number of chickens in an establishment may be temporarily less than 100 chickens at any 
given instant.  Establishments which temporarily fall below 100 chickens should nevertheless 
remain within the scope of this Directive.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 8
Article 1, point (b)

(b) establishments with breeding stocks of 
chickens; 
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Or. en
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Justification

Breeding stocks should be included in the scope of the directive. 

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 9
Article 3, paragraph 2

2. The Member States shall ensure that the 
stocking density of chickens per square 
metre of useable area (‘stocking density’) 
in establishments or single units of an 
establishment does not exceed 30
kilogrammes liveweight.

2. The Member States shall ensure that the 
stocking density of chickens per square 
metre of useable area ('stocking density')  
in establishments or single units of an 
establishment does not exceed 20 
kilogrammes liveweight.

Or. en

Justification

From a stocking density of 20 kg/m2 onwards, animal welfare problems increase.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 10
Article 3, paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. No breeding strains with an average 
daily growth rate of more than 40 
grammes shall be used.

Or. en

Justification

Uniform selection of chicken breads with a rapid growth performance is responsible for many 
of the welfare problems, animal diseases as well as food safety problems.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 11
Article 3, paragraph 3

3. By way of derogation from paragraph 
2, the Member States may provide that 
chickens be kept at a stocking density not 
exceeding 38 kilogrammes liveweight in 
establishments or single units of an 
establishment provided that the owner or 
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keeper complies with the requirements set 
out in Annex II, in addition to the 
requirements set out in Annex I. 
In such cases of derogation, the Member 
State shall ensure that:
(a) the inspections, monitoring and follow 
up provided for in Annexes III and IV are 
carried out by the competent authority; 
and 
(b) the official veterinarian responsible 
for official controls in the slaughterhouse 
complies with the requirements set out in 
Annex IV.

Or. en

Justification

The high standards foreseen for the derogation should be applied in all establishments. There 
is no reason for tolerating higher stocking densities. 

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 12
Article 3, paragraph 3, subparagraph 1

3. By way of derogation from paragraph 2, 
the Member States may provide that 
chickens be kept at a stocking density not 
exceeding 38 kilogrammes liveweight in 
establishments or single units of an 
establishment provided that the owner or 
keeper complies with the requirements set 
out in Annex II, in addition to the 
requirements set out in Annex I. 

3. By way of derogation from paragraph 2, 
the Member States may provide that 
chickens be kept at a stocking density not 
exceeding 25 kilogrammes liveweight in 
establishments or single units of an 
establishment provided that the owner or 
keeper complies with the requirements set 
out in Annex II, in addition to the 
requirements set out in Annex I.

Or. en

Justification

From a stocking density of 20 kg/m2 onwards, animal welfare problems increase. 25 kg/m2 
can be tolerated if good conditions are met. 
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Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 13
Article 4, paragraph 3

3. Member States shall ensure that a 
system is established for the control and 
approval of training courses. The owner or 
keeper of the chickens shall hold a 
certificate which is recognised by the 
competent authority of the Member State, 
attesting to the completion of such a 
training courses or having acquired 
experience equivalent to such training.

3. Member States shall ensure that a 
system is established for the control and 
approval of training courses, including 
independent examination of the 
competence of the persons referred to in 
paragraph 1, point (a). The owner or 
keeper of the chickens shall hold a 
certificate which is recognised by the 
competent authority of the Member State, 
attesting to the completion of such a 
training courses or having acquired 
experience equivalent to such training.

Or. en

Justification

Training courses must result in measurable improvements in competence.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 14
Article 4, paragraph 4

4. Member States may recognise 
experience acquired before [1 December 
2006] as being equivalent to participation 
in such training courses and shall issue 
certificates attesting to such equivalences.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

The experience with the status quo  of broiler production is not equivalent to participation in 
training courses on animal welfare.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 15
Article 5, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1

Not later than two years from the date of 
adoption of this Directive, the Commission 

Not later than two years from the date of
adoption of this Directive, the Commission 
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shall submit to the European Parliament 
and to the Council a report on the possible 
introduction of a specific harmonised 
mandatory labelling regime at Community 
level for chicken meat, meat products and 
preparations based on compliance with 
animal welfare standards. 

shall submit to the European Parliament 
and to the Council a report on the possible 
introduction of a specific harmonised 
mandatory labelling regime at Community 
level for chicken meat, meat products and 
preparations based on compliance with 
animal welfare standards, including clear 
information concerning the production 
standards and labelling of the origin of 
the product. 

Or. en

Justification

Labelling of the production standards and of the geographical origin of food products, 
especially meat products, is necessary for informed consumer choice. 

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 16
Article 6

1. Not later than five years from the date of 
adoption of this Directive, Member States 
shall submit to the Commission a summary 
of the data collected as provided for in 
points 1 and 2 of Annex IV. 

1. Not later than three years from the date 
of adoption of this Directive, Member 
States shall submit to the Commission a 
summary of the data collected as provided 
for in points 1 and 2 of Annex IV. 

Based on that data and on a scientific 
opinion of the European Food Safety 
Authority, the Commission shall submit to 
the European Parliament and to the 
Council a report concerning the influence 
of genetic parameters on identified 
deficiencies resulting in poor welfare of 
chickens. That report shall be accompanied 
by appropriate legislative proposals, if 
necessary.

Based on that data and on a scientific 
opinion of the European Food Safety 
Authority, and not later than four years 
from the date of adoption of this 
Directive, the Commission shall submit to 
the European Parliament and to the 
Council a report concerning the influence 
of genetic parameters on identified 
deficiencies and all aspects of health
resulting in poor welfare of chickens. That 
report shall be accompanied by appropriate 
legislative proposals, if necessary.
The report and legislative proposals 
should consider both the genetics of 
broilers and the welfare conditions under 
which parent stock are raised, and should 
consider options such as farming birds of 
a recognised slow-growing strain, 
restrictions on weight gain of birds per 
day, a minimum age for slaughter or 
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prohibition of the use of broilers that 
derive from parent stock that have to be 
restrictively fed.

2. The format of the data to be submitted, 
as provided for in paragraph 1, shall be 
determined by the Commission within two 
years from the date of adoption of this 
Directive in accordance with the procedure 
referred to in Article 9. 

2. The format of the data to be submitted, 
as provided for in paragraph 1, shall be 
determined by the Commission within one 
year from the date of adoption of this 
Directive in accordance with the procedure 
referred to in Article 9. 

Or. en

Justification

It has been clear for a long time that the generic parameters play a very important role in the 
welfare problems of broilers.  This amendment sets tighter deadlines for the collection of data 
and sets a deadline for the Commission to submit a report and legislative proposals.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 17
Article 6, paragraph 1

1. Not later than five years from the date of 
adoption of this Directive, Member States 
shall submit to the Commission a summary 
of the data collected as provided for in 
points 1 and 2 of Annex IV. 

1. Not later than two years from the date of 
adoption of this Directive, Member States 
shall submit to the Commission a summary 
of the data collected as provided for in 
points 1 and 2 of Annex IV. 

Based on that data and on a scientific 
opinion of the European Food Safety 
Authority, the Commission shall submit to 
the European Parliament and to the 
Council a report concerning the influence 
of genetic parameters on identified 
deficiencies resulting in poor welfare of 
chickens. That report shall be accompanied 
by appropriate legislative proposals, if 
necessary.

Based on a scientific opinion of the 
European Food Safety Authority, the 
Commission shall submit to the European 
Parliament and to the Council a report 
concerning the influence of genetic 
parameters on identified deficiencies 
resulting in poor welfare of chickens in 
broiler and breeding holdings, concerning 
the loss of  genetic diversity in chicken 
breeding including a cost-benefit analysis 
of the use of various breeding strains with 
regard to animal health, resistance to 
diseases and the necessary use of biocides 
and veterinary medical products. That 
report shall be submitted not later than 30 
months after the adoption of this Directive 
and shall be accompanied by appropriate 
legislative proposals.

Or. en
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Justification

Uniform selection of chicken breads with a rapid growth performance is responsible for many 
of the welfare problems, animal diseases as well as food safety problems. 

Amendment by Kartika Tamara Liotard, Jonas Sjöstedt

Amendment 18
Article 6, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1

1. Not later than five years from the date of 
adoption of this Directive, Member States 
shall submit to the Commission a summary 
of the data collected as provided for in 
points 1 and 2 of Annex IV. 

1. Not later than two years from the date of 
adoption of this Directive, Member States 
shall submit to the Commission a summary 
of the data collected as provided for in 
points 1 and 2 of Annex IV. 

Or. nl

Justification

Five years is far too long. Member States should be in a position within two years to submit to 
the Commission a summary of the data collected.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 19
Article 6, paragraph 2

2. The format of the data to be submitted, 
as provided for in paragraph 1, shall be 
determined by the Commission within two 
years from the date of adoption of this 
Directive in accordance with the procedure 
referred to in Article 9. 

2. The format of the data to be submitted, 
as provided for in paragraph 1, shall be 
determined by the Commission within 6 
months from the date of adoption of this 
Directive in accordance with the procedure 
referred to in Article 9. 

Or. en

Justification

The collection of the data is already described in Annex IV. Technical details such as data 
format should not unnecessarily slow down the procedure. 

Amendment by Kartika Tamara Liotard, Jonas Sjöstedt

Amendment 20
Article 6, paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Not later than two years from the date 
of adoption of this Directive, the 
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Commission shall, on the basis of a 
scientific opinion from the European 
Food Safety Authority on the impact of 
breeding on the welfare of chickens kept 
for meat production and of the parent 
stock of such chickens, submit to the 
European Parliament and the Council a 
proposal for a Directive on improved 
breeding, housing and care of parent 
stock of chickens kept for meat 
production. 

Or. nl

Justification

Recital 14 states that it is appropriate for a report to be submitted, based on new scientific 
evidence, on the welfare of chickens kept for meat production, including the parent stock of 
such chickens.

This article is necessary in order to give concrete effect to this recital.

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 21
Annex I, point  2

2. Feed shall be continuously available and 
must not be withdrawn from chickens more 
than 12 hours before the expected slaughter 
time. 

2. Feed shall be continuously available or 
be meal fed and must not be withdrawn 
from chickens more than 12 hours before 
the expected slaughter time. 

Or. en

Justification

The Directive requires feed to be continuously available, however, several scientific studies 
have illustrated that meal feeding can be equally beneficial and thus should also be 
acceptable according to this Directive.

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 22
Annex I, point 3

3. All chickens shall have permanent 
access to litter which is dry and friable on 
the surface. 

3. All chickens shall have permanent 
access to litter which is dry and friable on 
the surface, hygienic, of a suitable 
material and particle size, and maintained 
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at an average depth of at least 5 cm.
After a building is depopulated, all litter 
must be removed, the establishment 
appropriately sanitised (cleaned and 
disinfected) and new birds provided with 
clean litter.

Or. en

Justification

Litter should be at least 5cm deep and hygienic. 

In order to prevent outbreaks of contagious diseases such as respiratory diseases, Avian 
Influenza and Newcastle disease, the level of biosecurity on broiler farms should be high.  
After a building is depopulated, it is important to remove litter and sanitise the establishment.

Amendment by Kartika Tamara Liotard, Jonas Sjöstedt

Amendment 23
Annex I, point 3

3. All chickens shall have permanent 
access to litter which is dry and friable on 
the surface. 

3. All chickens shall have permanent 
access to litter which is dry and friable on 
the surface. This litter shall be at least 
5 cm deep at the time of housing of a new 
flock of chickens.

Or. nl

Justification

Five years is far too long. Member States should be in a position within two years to submit to 
the Commission a summary of the data collected.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 24
Annex I, point 3

3.All chickens shall have permanent access 
to litter which is dry and friable on the 
surface. 

3. All chickens shall have permanent 
access to litter which is dry and friable on 
the surface. The litter layer depth shall be 
at least 5 cm at the time of housing of a 
new flock. The establishment shall 
present some diversity, such as straw, 
wood shavings, bales, brassicas or the 
scattering of whole grains.



AM\587560EN.doc 11/24 PE 364.905v01-00

EN

Or. en

Justification

Poor or wet litter is, besides the stocking density, one of the main reasons for welfare 
problems of broilers and a sufficient quantity and quality of litter should be required for all 
establishments. There is scientific evidence that a diversified environment can increase 
activity of the chicken and thus reduce some of the welfare problems. 

Amendment by Kartika Tamara Liotard, Jonas Sjöstedt

Amendment 25
Annex I, point 4

4. Ventilation shall be sufficient to avoid 
overheating and, where necessary in 
combination with heating systems, to 
remove moisture.

4. The establishment shall be equipped 
with ventilation, heating and cooling 
systems designed, constructed and 
operated in such a way that
(a) the concentration of NH3 does not 
exceed 20 ppm and the concentration of 
CO2 does not exceed 3000 ppm measured 
at the level of the chickens’ heads;
(b) the inside temperature, when the 
outside temperature measured in the 
shade exceeds 30° C, does not exceed this 
outside temperature by more than 3° C;
(c) when the outside temperature is below 
10° C, the relative humidity inside the unit 
of the establishment does not exceed 
70 %.

Or. nl

Justification

Even if the maximum density measured by liveweight of chickens is respected, there remain 
welfare problems, relating, for example, to air quality and temperature.

Excessively high concentrations of ammonia are harmful to the health of chickens. The 
problem is linked to litter quality (see second amendment by these authors). 

The level of air pollution depends, among other things, on the efficiency of the ventilation 
system, which must ensure that the correct temperature is maintained and that humidity is 
kept at a safe level.

These conditions relating to the environment in which chickens are kept are laid down in 
Annex II, but should also be included in Annex I, as a maximum density of 25 kg is not in itself 
enough to ensure the welfare of chickens.
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Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 26
Annex I, point 4

4. Ventilation shall be sufficient to avoid 
overheating and, where necessary in 
combination with heating systems, to 
remove moisture. 

4. Ventilation shall be sufficient to avoid 
overheating and, where necessary in 
combination with heating systems, to 
remove moisture. The minimum 
ventilation rate should not be below 4,5 
m3 per kg body weight and hour.

Or. en

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 27
Annex I, point 4

4. Ventilation shall be sufficient to avoid 
overheating and, where necessary in 
combination with heating systems, to 
remove moisture. 

4. Ventilation shall be sufficient to avoid 
overheating and, where necessary in 
combination with heating systems, to 
remove moisture. 
The owner or keeper shall ensure that 
each unit of an establishment is equipped 
with ventilation, heating and cooling 
systems designed, constructed and 
operated in such a way that 
(a) the concentration of NH3 does not 
exceed 15 ppm and the concentration of 
CO2 does not exceed 3000 ppm measured 
at the level of the chickens’ heads;
(b) the inside temperature, when the 
outside temperature measured in the 
shade exceeds 30° C, does not exceed that 
outside temperature by more than 3° C;
(c) when the outside temperature is below 
10° C, the relative humidity inside the unit 
of the establishment does not exceed 70 
%.
The ventilation, heating and cooling 
system shall be inspected.

Or. en
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Justification

Moisture, with high temperature, promotes bacterial growth which will decompose organic 
material and produce ammonia.  Ammonia and wet litter combined are responsible for many 
problems such as contact dermatitis, infectious and respiratory diseases and ascites.  To 
eliminate these problems, ammonia levels should be kept below 15ppm under all conditions.  
The provisions of the proposed Annex II, paragraph 3 should therefore be applicable to all 
establishments.

Amendment by Kartika Tamara Liotard, Jonas Sjöstedt

Amendment 28
Annex I, point 6

6. All buildings shall have light with an 
intensity of at least 20 lux during the light
periods, measured at bird eye level and 
illuminating the whole of the floor area. A 
temporary reduction of the light level may 
be allowed when necessary following 
veterinary advice.

6. All buildings shall have light with an 
intensity of at least 100 lux during the light 
periods, measured at bird eye level and 
illuminating the whole of the floor area. A 
temporary reduction of the light level may 
be allowed when necessary following 
veterinary advice.

Or. nl

Justification

Even if the maximum density measured by liveweight of chickens is respected, there remain 
welfare problems, relating, for example, to light intensity. Too low light intensity discourages 
chickens from moving and accelerates weight gain. Too little activity leads to welfare 
problems, such as serious leg disorders. A lot of very bright light encourages more movement 
and is vital to the survival of chickens during the first weeks.  

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 29
Annex I, point 6

6. All buildings shall have light with an 
intensity of at least 20 lux during the light 
periods, measured at bird eye level and 
illuminating the whole of the floor area. A 
temporary reduction of the light level may 
be allowed when necessary following 
veterinary advice. 

6. All buildings shall have light with an 
intensity of an average of at least 50 lux
during the light periods and never falling 
below 20 lux; such measurements to be at 
bird eye level and illuminating the whole 
of the floor area. A temporary reduction of 
the light level may be allowed when 
necessary following veterinary advice. 

Or. en



PE 364.905v01-00 14/24 AM\587560EN.doc

EN

Justification

Light intensity should not fall below 20 lux, but a higher level of an average of 50 lux should 
be required.

OR

The minimum light intensity should be 100 lux.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 30
Annex I, point 6

6. All buildings shall have light with an 
intensity of at least 20 lux during the light 
periods, measured at bird eye level and 
illuminating the whole of the floor area. A 
temporary reduction of the light level may 
be allowed when necessary following 
veterinary advice. 

6. All buildings shall have light with an 
intensity of at least 100 lux during the light 
periods, measured at bird eye level and 
illuminating the whole of the floor area. 
Only light sources with flicker-free 
frequencies shall be used. A temporary 
reduction of the light level may be allowed 
when necessary following veterinary 
advice. 

Or. en

Justification

The Scientific Committee on Animal Health and Animal welfare recommends 100 lux 
minimum in its report of March 2000. As chicken perceive artificial light sources differently 
and as flickering light can cause high levels of stress, this provision is necessary to increase 
animal welfare.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 31
Annex I, point 7

7. Within three days from the time when 
the chickens are placed in the building 
and until three days before the foreseen 
time of slaughter, the light must follow a 
24-hour rhythm and include periods of 
darkness lasting at least 8 hours in total, 
with at least one uninterrupted period of 
darkness of at least 4 hours. 

7. The light must follow a 24-hour rhythm 
and include periods of darkness lasting at 
least 8 hours in total, with at least one 
uninterrupted period of darkness of at least 
6 hours. 

Or. en
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Justification

Following the recommendation of the European Convention.

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 32
Annex I, point 7

7. Within three days from the time when 
the chickens are placed in the building and 
until three days before the foreseen time of 
slaughter, the light must follow a 24-hour 
rhythm and include periods of darkness 
lasting at least 8 hours in total, with at least 
one uninterrupted period of darkness of at 
least 4 hours. 

7. Within three days from the time when 
the chickens are placed in the building and 
until three days before the foreseen time of 
slaughter, the light must follow a 24-hour 
rhythm and include periods of darkness 
lasting at least 8 hours in total, with at least 
one uninterrupted period of darkness of at 
least 6 hours. 

Or. en

Justification

While it is dark there should be an uninterrupted period of at least six hours without artificial 
illumination.  Exceptions should only be allowed by competent authorities on the grounds of a 
veterinary indication and for welfare reasons.

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 33
Annex I, point 7 a (new)

Environmental enrichment
7a. Environmental enrichment shall be 
provided (in the form of, for example, 
straw bales, brassicas or the scattering of 
whole grain).

Or. en

Justification

Environmental enrichment is a low cost method to stimulate birds' activity, allowing them to 
meet some of their behavioural needs and leading to improved leg strength.
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Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 34
Annex I, point 9 a (new)

9a. The competent authority shall carry 
out an inspection at least once a year.

Or. en

Justification

Inspections should apply to all establishments not only those with higher stocking densities.

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 35
Annex I, point 10

10. Those parts of buildings, equipment or 
utensils which are in contact with the 
chickens shall be thoroughly cleaned and 
disinfected every time after depopulation is 
carried out, before a new flock is 
introduced into the unit.

10. Those parts of buildings, equipment or 
utensils which are in contact with the 
chickens shall be thoroughly cleaned and 
disinfected every time after depopulation is 
carried out, before a new flock is 
introduced into the unit.  All in/all out 
systems with sanitation of the unit 
between consecutive groups are strongly 
recommended.

Or. en

Justification

In order to prevent outbreaks of contagious diseases such as respiratory diseases, Avian 
Influenza and Newcastle disease, the level of biosecurity on broiler farms should be high.  To 
enhance a thorough cleaning and disinfection of broiler houses, "all in all out" systems are 
recommended.  Between each two consecutive groups of broilers, every site should be left for 
a number of days without broilers after the litter has been discarded and the house sanitised.

Amendment by Kartika Tamara Liotard, Jonas Sjöstedt

Amendment 36
Annex I, point 11, (f)

(f) the house temperatures on a daily basis 
(maximum and minimum);

(f) technical details of the establishment 
and its ventilation, cooling and heating 
systems, including their location, a 
ventilation plan, detailing target air 
quality parameters, such as airflow, air 
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speed and temperature; 

Or. nl

Justification

Follows logically from the fourth amendment by these authors: if the conditions relating to 
ventilation, cooling and heating systems are laid down, reference should also be made to 
recording them.

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 37
Annex I, point 12, paragraph 2

However, in order to prevent feather 
pecking and cannibalism, the Member 
States may authorise beak trimming 
provided it is carried out by qualified staff 
on chickens that are less than 10 days old. 
In addition, Member States may authorise 
the castration of male chickens. The 
castration shall only be carried out under 
veterinary supervision by personnel who 
have received a specific training 
authorised by the competent authority.

Beak trimming should only be allowed by 
Member States when all other measures
to prevent feather pecking and cannibalism 
are exhausted, and only on the advice of a 
veterinarian and carried out by qualified 
staff on chickens that are less than 10 days 
old. The castration of male chickens shall 
be prohibited.

Or. en

Justification

Beak trimming has already been banned in some countries and is being phased out in others.  
Before using this painful procedure, other measures to reduce feather pecking and 
cannibalism should be examined, such as environmental enrichment, nutritional and lighting 
strategies or the use of fitted devices.  There is no justification for the castration of male 
broilers from a veterinary or animal welfare perspective.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 38
Annex I, point 12, subparagraph 2

However, in order to prevent feather 
pecking and cannibalism, the Member 
States may authorise beak trimming 
provided it is carried out by qualified staff 
on chickens that are less than 10 days old. 
In addition, Member States may authorise 
the castration of male chickens. The 

deleted
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castration shall only be carried out under 
veterinary supervision by personnel who 
have received a specific training 
authorised by the competent authority.

Or. en

Justification

Reduction of the stocking density and the other measures suggested should prevent feather 
picking and cannibalism.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 39
Annex I, point 12 a (new)

12a .The owner or keeper shall ensure 
that each unit of an establishment is 
equipped with ventilation, heating and 
cooling systems designed, constructed and 
operated in such a way that 
(a) the concentration of NH3 does not 
exceed 15 ppm and the concentration of 
CO2 does not exceed 3000 ppm measured 
at the level of the chickens’ heads;
(b) the inside temperature does not exceed 
35° C;
(c) the relative humidity inside the unit of 
the establishment does not exceed 70 %.

Or. en

Justification

Appropriate ventilation and temperature regulation should be minimum requirements for all 
establishments.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 40
Annex II, point 3

3.The owner or keeper shall ensure that 
each unit of an establishment is equipped 
with ventilation, heating and cooling 
systems designed, constructed and operated 

3. The owner or keeper shall ensure that 
each unit of an establishment is equipped 
with ventilation, heating and cooling 
systems designed, constructed and operated 
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in such a way that in such a way that 
(a) the concentration of NH3 does not 
exceed 20 ppm and the concentration of 
CO2 does not exceed 3000 ppm measured 
at the level of the chickens’ heads;

(a) the concentration of NH3 does not 
exceed 10 ppm and the concentration of 
CO2 does not exceed 3000 ppm measured 
at the level of the chickens’ heads;

(b) the inside temperature, when the 
outside temperature measured in the 
shade exceeds 30° C, does not exceed this 
outside temperature by more than 3° C;

(b) the inside temperature does not exceed 
35° C;

(c) when the outside temperatures is 
below 10° C, the relative humidity inside 
the unit of the establishment does not 
exceed 70 %.

(c) the relative humidity inside the unit of 
the establishment does not exceed 70 %.

The ventilation, heating and cooling 
system shall be inspected at the intervals 
indicated in the documentation required 
under point 2 (c).

The ventilation, heating and cooling 
system shall be inspected at the intervals 
indicated in the documentation required 
under point 2 (c).

Or. en

Justification

Appropriate ventilation and temperature regulation should be minimum requirements for all 
establishments. For those establishments making use of the derogation, higher standards 
should be met.

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 41
Annex II, point 3 (a)

(a) the concentration of NH3 does not 
exceed 20 ppm and the concentration of 
CO2 does not exceed 3000 ppm measured 
at the level of the chickens’ heads;

(a) the concentration of NH3 does not 
exceed 15 ppm and the concentration of 
CO2 does not exceed 3000 ppm measured 
at the level of the chickens’ heads;

Or. en

Justification

Moisture, with high temperature, promotes bacterial growth which will decompose organic 
material and produce ammonia.  Ammonia and wet litter combined are responsible for many 
problems such as contact dermatitis, infectious and respiratory diseases and ascites.  To 
eliminate these problems, ammonia levels should be kept below 15ppm under all conditions.
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Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 42
Annex III, point 1, introductory part

1. The competent authority shall carry out 
inspections to verify:

1. The competent authority shall carry out 
inspections at least once a year to verify:

Or. en

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 43
Annex III, point 2

2. Following either an inspection in 
accordance with point 1 of this Annex, 
when such inspection finds out that the 
requirements set out in Annex II are not 
complied with or following a notification 
in accordance with point 3 of Annex IV, 
the competent authority may require the 
owner or keeper to eliminate factors 
prevailing in the establishment which are 
likely to have contributed to the 
deficiencies reported. In such a case the 
owner or keeper shall submit an action 
plan, endorsed by the veterinarian 
attending the establishment. 

2. Following either an inspection in 
accordance with point 1 of this Annex, 
when such inspection finds out that the 
requirements set out in Annex II are not 
complied with or following a notification 
in accordance with point 3 of Annex IV, 
the competent authority may require the 
owner or keeper to eliminate factors 
prevailing in the establishment which are 
likely to have contributed to the 
deficiencies reported. In such a case the 
owner or keeper shall submit an action 
plan, endorsed by an official veterinarian 
attending the establishment.

In addition, the competent authority may 
order the reduction of the maximum 
stocking density for the establishment or 
units of establishments concerned to an 
extent adequate to correct the deficiency, 
normally to a stocking density of between 
30 and 38 kilogrammes liveweight, when 
an inspection finds that the requirements 
set out in Annex II are not complied with 
or when receiving a notification under 
point 3 of Annex IV indicating a severe 
deficiency or a second notification of a 
deficiency previously notified for the same 
establishment. The competent authority 
shall inform the owner or keeper of the 
decision taken, and in particular of the 
moment from when the reduction in 
stocking densities shall take effect. 

In addition, the competent authority may 
order the reduction of the maximum 
stocking density for the establishment or 
units of establishments concerned to an 
extent adequate to correct the deficiency, 
normally to a stocking density of between 
25 and 30 kilogrammes liveweight, when 
an inspection finds that the requirements 
set out in Annex II are not complied with 
or when receiving a notification under 
point 3 of Annex IV indicating a severe 
deficiency or a second notification of a 
deficiency previously notified for the same 
establishment. The competent authority 
shall inform the owner or keeper of the 
decision taken, and in particular of the 
moment from when the reduction in 
stocking densities shall take effect. 

However, the competent authority may However, the competent authority may 
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decide that the stocking density shall not be 
reduced when the owner or keeper 
provides sufficient explanation for the 
exceptional nature of the deficiency or 
shows that the causes lie beyond their 
sphere of control. In such a case the owner 
or keeper shall demonstrate that the 
relevant persons, such as the hatchery 
operator or the feed stuff supplier, have 
been informed of the occurrence of the 
deficiency in order to prevent its 
recurrence.

decide that the stocking density shall not be 
reduced when the owner or keeper 
provides sufficient explanation for the 
exceptional nature of the deficiency. In 
such a case the owner or keeper shall 
demonstrate that the relevant persons, such 
as the hatchery operator or the feed stuff 
supplier, have been informed of the 
occurrence of the deficiency in order to 
prevent its recurrence.

Or. en

Justification

The action plan to remedy deficiencies should be endorsed by an official veterinarian.

The stocking density figures are amended to bring this paragraph into line with the 
Draftsman's amendments on stocking densities.

The reason for the competent authority to not reduce stocking density should be limited to 
exceptional circumstances that can be corrected.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 44
Annex III, point 2, subparagraph 2

In addition, the competent authority may 
order the reduction of the maximum 
stocking density for the establishment or 
units of establishments concerned to an 
extent adequate to correct the deficiency, 
normally to a stocking density of between
30 and 38 kilogrammes liveweight, when 
an inspection finds that the requirements 
set out in Annex II are not complied with 
or when receiving a notification under 
point 3 of Annex IV indicating a severe 
deficiency or a second notification of a 
deficiency previously notified for the same 
establishment. The competent authority 
shall inform the owner or keeper of the 
decision taken, and in particular of the 
moment from when the reduction in 
stocking densities shall take effect. 

In addition, the competent authority may 
order the reduction of the maximum 
stocking density for the establishment or 
units of establishments concerned to an 
extent adequate to correct the deficiency, 
normally to a stocking density of 20
kilogrammes liveweight, when an 
inspection finds that the requirements set 
out in Annex II are not complied with or 
when receiving a notification under point 3 
of Annex IV indicating a severe deficiency 
or a second notification of a deficiency 
previously notified for the same 
establishment. The competent authority 
shall inform the owner or keeper of the 
decision taken, and in particular of the 
moment from when the reduction in 
stocking densities shall take effect. 
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Or. en

Justification

Higher stocking densities shall only be authorised as an exception if high animal welfare 
standards are met. In case of deficiencies, the establishment shall no longer be considered a 
positive exception and shall have to comply with the general requirement on stocking density 
of Article 3 Paragraph 2.

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 45
Annex III, point 3, point (b)

(b) the veterinarian attending the 
establishment has given a favourable 
opinion on the request.

(b) an official veterinarian attending the 
establishment has given a favourable 
opinion on the request.

Or. en

Justification

The request for a revision of a reduced maximum stocking density should involve the 
favourable opinion of an official veterinarian.

Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 46
Annex IV, point 1, subparagraph 1

1. At the slaughterhouse each consignment 
shall undergo under the supervision of the 
official veterinarian an inspection of a 
representative sample of at least 200 
chickens concerning the occurrence of foot 
pad dermatitis, establishing a scoring in 
accordance with point 4. 

1. At the slaughterhouse each consignment 
shall undergo under the supervision of the 
official veterinarian an inspection of a 
representative sample of at least 200 
chickens concerning the occurrence of foot 
pad dermatitis and breast blisters, 
establishing a scoring in accordance with 
point 4. 

Or. en

Justification

Breast blisters should be taken into account as clear indicators for bad animal welfare 
conditions.
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Amendment by Caroline Lucas, Carl Schlyter

Amendment 47
Annex IV, point 3, table, column 2

Score or percentage Score or percentage
50 points 30 points
1 % plus 0.06 % multiplied by the 
slaughter age of the flock in days

1 % plus 0.04 % multiplied by the 
slaughter age of the flock in days

Or. en

Justification

The tolerated scores for foot pad dermatitis are set much too high. The mortality on the 
establishment is the most explicit sign of bad animal welfare conditions.

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 48
Annex IV, point 4, subparagraph 2, paragraph 1 a (new)

Detailed descriptions and photographs of 
lesions in each group shall be set out by 
the Commission in order to standardise 
the classifications across the EU.

Or. en

Justification

To ensure uniformity within the EU, the rules for the scoring system should be accompanied 
by detailed descriptions and photographs of examples of "minor" and "severe"  foot pad 
lesions.

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 49
Annex V, point (d)

(d) emergency care for chickens, 
emergency killing and culling.

(d) the recognition of symptoms of 
disease, and treatment and emergency 
care for chickens, emergency killing and 
culling.

Or. en
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Justification

Training should include recognition of common signs of disease.


