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Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll

Amendment 1
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the reflection period as an opportunity to engage in a genuine debate on the
extent to which the principle of subsidiarity should be more fully observed when 
implementing cohesion policy, the objectives of (deletion) which are vital to ensuring 
sustainable development in all Member States;

Or. en

Amendment by Ambroise Guellec and Margie Sudre

Amendment 2
Paragraph 1

1. Considers that the reflection period may usefully serve for the purpose of observing 
the application of the principle of subsidiarity in the area of regional development and 
of assessing the (deletion) implementation thereof over the period 2007-2013 with a 
view to achieving the objectives of cohesion policy, thereby ensuring that full, 
balanced, and enduring development occurs in all Member States;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 3
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the reflection period as an opportunity to engage in a genuine debate on the 
principles of subsidiarity and upgraded partnership in the area of regional 
development and to assess the degree to which those principles are observed in the 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the objectives of cohesion policy for the 
period 2007-2013 which are vital to full, balanced, and enduring development in all 
Member States;

Or. pt

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 4
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the reflection period as an opportunity to engage in a renewed debate on 
the basic approach to the area of regional development and to assess the degree to 
which this principle is observed in the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of 
the objectives of cohesion policy for the period 2007-2013 which are vital to full, 
balanced, and enduring development in all Member States, particularly in the poorest 
regions;

Or. de

Amendment by Thomas Ulmer

Amendment 5
Paragraph 1a (new)

1a. Recommends that the current ratification process be discontinued and that a new 
convention be convened as soon as possible to seek an overall solution in 
cooperation with the opponents of the current draft Constitution;

Or. de

Amendment by Alyn Smith, Elisabeth Schroedter, Gisela Kallenbach and Jillian Evans

Amendment 6
Paragraph 2

2. Recommends that the Commission give all stakeholders, namely the Member State 
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authorities at all levels (national, regional and local) and civil society at all levels 
(social partners, NGOs, associations) the possibility to define and organise their 
input in the broad consultation process of the reflection period;

Or. en

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 7
Paragraph 2

2. Recommends that the Commission consults widely with Member States, national 
parliaments, regional and local authorities, the Committee of the Region, business 
associations and trade unions prior to drafting any new proposals for regulations 
affecting the economic, social and territorial cohesion of the Member States (deletion);

Or. de

Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll

Amendment 8
Paragraph 2

2. Recommends that the Commission consult widely with Member States, national 
parliaments, other parliaments within the Member States, regional and local authorities, 
the Committee of the Regions, the European Economic and Social Committee, business 
associations and trade unions prior to drafting any new proposals for regulations in the 
area of cohesion policy in order to avoid unnecessary overregulation and preserve 
much-needed flexibility in dealing with current and future challenges to cohesion 
policy;

Or. en

Amendment by Oldřich Vlasák

Amendment 9
Paragraph 2

2. Recommends that the Commission consult widely with Member States, national 
parliaments, regional and local authorities and in particular their national and 
European umbrella associations, the Committee of the Regions, business 
associations and trade unions prior to drafting any new proposals for regulations 
affecting the economic, social and territorial cohesion of the Member States in order to 
avoid unnecessary overregulation and preserve much-needed flexibility in dealing 
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with current and future challenges to cohesion policy;

Or. en

Amendment by Thomas Ulmer

Amendment 10
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Recommends that any revision of the draft Constitution should create greater 
incentives for Member States to pursue the Lisbon objectives vigorously by means of 
radical reforms and that it should be made more difficult for Member States without 
such ambitions to gain access to regional support;

Or. de

Amendment by Alyn Smith, Elisabeth Schroedter, Gisela Kallenbach and Jillian Evans

Amendment 11
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Recalls its Resolution of 14 January 2003 on the role of regional and local 
authorities in European integration1 and stresses that the dispersal of power by 
means of regional and local autonomy can contribute to more active participation 
on the part of citizens, to greater transparency of EU policies and to a positive 
valuation of diversity in the EU;

Or. en

Amendment by Thomas Ulmer

Amendment 12
Paragraph 2 b (new)

2b. Calls for an explicit limit on the participation of accession candidates in numerous 
programmes as this practice impedes a determined reorganisation of the States 
concerned; considers that the sequence of events must essentially be: 1. resolute 
reforms, 2. agreement on the general conditions, 3. participation in the support 
programmes;

Or. de

  
1  OJ C 38E, 12.02.2004, p. 167. 
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Amendment by Alyn Smith, Elisabeth Schroedter, Gisela Kallenbach and Jillian Evans

Amendment 13
Paragraph 2 b (new)

2b. Calls, in order to reduce the democratic deficit of the EU, for revision of Articles 
III-168(1) and III-169 of the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe (Articles 
88(1) and 89 of the EC Treaty) so as to provide for the adoption of guidelines on 
State aid under Article III-169 (Article 89 of the Treaty) and in accordance with the 
codecision procedure, while leaving the Commission competent to keep under 
constant review all systems of aid existing in the Member States and to propose to 
the latter any appropriate individual measures; 

Or. en

Amendment by Alyn Smith and Jillian Evans

Amendment 14
Paragraph 2 c (new)

2c. Recalls the proposals set out in the draft report of the Committee on Constitutional 
Affairs on the division of powers between the European Union and the Member 
States and in the report of the Commission Working Group on 'Multi-level 
Governance: Linking and Networking the Various Regional and Local Levels' to 
create a 'partner regions of the Union' status, which would apply to regional 
authorities designated by each of the Member States, giving them certain rights 
linked to their involvement in Community policies, and to apply a differentiated 
approach for the four groups of Member States: the federal states, the unitary 
regionalised states, the unitary decentralised states and the unitary states;

Or. en

Amendment by Markus Pieper

Amendment 15
Paragraph 3

3. Recommends that, unless and until the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe is 
ratified by all Member States, the principle of legal precaution be thoroughly applied 
when referring to the framework of general and special provisions concerning 
cohesion policy and its individual beneficiaries; urges that useful sections of the 
Treaty on the Constitution be extracted to supplement the Treaty of Nice in order, in 
particular, that the rules on the majority principle, public meetings of the Council 
and subsidiarity may be implemented regardless of the currently stalled ratification 
process;

Or. de
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Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll

Amendment 16
Paragraph 3

3. Recommends that, unless and until the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe is 
ratified by all Member States, the European Parliament continue to promote the 
changes it would effect in respect of cohesion policy as strongly as possible but on 
their own merits rather than by reference to their inclusion in the Treaty;

Or. en

Amendment by Ambroise Guellec and Margie Sudre

Amendment 17
Paragraph 3

3. Recommends that (deletion) the principle of legal precaution be (deletion) applied 
when referring to the framework of general and special provisions concerning 
cohesion policy and its individual beneficiaries and, in particular, that there should be 
no reference to the draft Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe in texts put 
to the vote at the European Parliament; 

Or. fr

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 18
Paragraph 3

3. Recommends that, unless and until the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe is 
ratified by all Member States, the principle of legal precaution be thoroughly applied 
when referring to the framework of general and special provisions concerning 
cohesion policy and its individual beneficiaries;  (deletion)

Or. de

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 19
Paragraph 3

3. Recommends that, unless and until the Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe is 
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ratified by all Member States, the principle of legal precaution be thoroughly applied 
when referring to the framework of general and special provisions concerning 
cohesion policy and its individual beneficiaries; (deletion)

Or. pt

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 20
Paragraph 4

deleted

Or. de

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis and Miloš Koterec

Amendment 21
Paragraph 4

4. Proposes instead to develop regular consultations with national parliaments and their 
relevant committees, including joint hearings with experts, to hold joint meetings 
between MEPs from every Member State and the corresponding national and regional 
officials and bodies on all matters of European interest concerning each region, to 
improve the quality of the legislative process in the area of cohesion policy at national 
and EU level, thus ensuring that the needs of all regions, including islands and sparsely 
populated, mountainous, and less-developed areas, will be adequately met;

Or. el

Amendment by Markus Pieper

Amendment 22
Paragraph 4

4. Proposes instead to develop regular consultations with national parliaments and their 
relevant committees, including joint hearings with experts, to improve, by means of cost 
assessments and regulatory impact analyses, the quality of the legislative process in the 
area of cohesion policy at national and EU level, thus ensuring that the needs of all 
regions (deletion) will be adequately met;

Or. de
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Amendment by Alyn Smith, Elisabeth Schroedter, Gisela Kallenbach and Jillian Evans

Amendment 23
Paragraph 4

4. Proposes (deletion) to develop regular consultations with the parliaments within the 
Member States and their relevant committees, including joint hearings with experts, to 
improve the quality of the legislative process in the area of cohesion policy at national 
and EU level, thus ensuring that the needs of all regions, including islands and 
sparsely populated, mountainous, and less-developed areas, will be adequately met;

Or. en

Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll

Amendment 24
Paragraph 4

4. Proposes instead to develop regular consultations with national parliaments and other 
parliaments within the Member States and their relevant committees, including joint 
hearings with experts, to improve the quality of the legislative process in the area of 
cohesion policy at regional, national and EU level, thus ensuring that the needs of all 
regions, including islands and sparsely populated, mountainous, and less-developed 
areas, will be adequately met; 

Or. en

Amendment by Ambroise Guellec and Margie Sudre

Amendment 25
Paragraph 4

4. Proposes instead to develop regular consultations with national parliaments (deletion),
including joint hearings with experts, to improve the quality of the legislative process in 
the area of cohesion policy at national and EU level, thus ensuring that the needs of all 
regions, including islands and sparsely populated, mountainous, and less-developed 
areas, will be adequately met;

Or. fr

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 26
Paragraph 4

4. Proposes instead to develop regular consultations with national parliaments and their 
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relevant committees, including joint hearings with experts, to improve the quality of the 
legislative process in the area of cohesion policy at national and EU level, thus ensuring 
that the needs of all regions, including the outermost regions, islands and sparsely 
populated, mountainous, and less-developed areas, will be adequately met;

Or. pt

Amendment by Ambroise Guellec and Margie Sudre

Amendment 27
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Draws attention to the specific nature of the cohesion policy, which is the hallmark 
of the EU model and which distinguishes the EU from a mere free-trade area; for 
this reason this solidarity-based policy must be given a higher profile at grass-roots 
level in all regions (particularly in the least-favoured ones) with a view to 
reconciling Europe and its people;

Or. fr

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 28
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Welcomes the initiative ´plan D´ for democracy, dialogue and debate taken by 
Commissioner Wallström to start an ongoing dialogue on European policies at both 
regional and local level; further, stresses the need to involve European youth in the 
wider debate and stimulate its commitment to the ´European thought´;

Or. en

Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis and Miloš Koterec

Amendment 29
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Proposes, in order to instigate the broadest possible public dialogue, the 
introduction of a 'European open-door day' to be held each month at all local 
government head offices (town halls, prefectures, regions), during which citizens 
can obtain information and material about the European Union from experts and 
can put forward questions, proposals and complaints;

Or. el
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Amendment by Nikolaos Vakalis and Miloš Koterec

Amendment 30
Paragraph 4 b (new)

4b. Recommends, as a means of promoting public participation, that a European 
Citizens Panel be set up at the level of same Objective regions in order to exchange 
views on common problems faced by those regions and, subsequently, that a 
European Citizens Panel be set up with balanced representation from regions under 
all three Objectives, as defined by the general Regulation on the structural Funds, 
with a view to disseminating conclusions and best practices, exchanging views on 
various topics of joint interest, and mutual understanding between European 
citizens;

Or. el

Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll

Amendment 31
Paragraph 5

5. Stresses, in this regard (deletion), the absolute necessity of providing adequate funding 
for cohesion policy, reiterating once again that the amount of 0.41% of Community 
GNI is the minimum level of funding below which that policy might prove ineffective 
in achieving its objectives;

Or. en

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 32
Paragraph 5

5. Stresses, in this regard, as a precondition to fully attaining the objectives of the revised 
Lisbon agenda, the absolute necessity of providing adequate funding for cohesion policy, 
reiterating once again that the amount of 0.41% of Community GNI is the minimum 
level of funding below which that policy would (deletion) lose its credibility and its 
ability to counter regional disparities;

Or. de
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Amendment by Ambroise Guellec and Margie Sudre

Amendment 33
Paragraph 5 a (new)

5a. Calls upon the Commission to submit an accurate, reasoned assessment of the 
effects which definite or possible enlargements of the EU to include new Member 
States will have on the regional-policy budget;

Or. fr

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 34
Paragraph 5 a (new)

5a. Recommends the use of specific tools such as the internet, television programmes, 
advertisements and information seminars in schools and directed at the young to 
generate a dialogue on European policies at national, regional and local level;

Or. en

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 35
Paragraph 5 b (new)

5b. Encourages the Commission in cooperation with the Committee of the Regions to 
undertake a continuous evaluation of the dialogue on the future of Europe with 
particular regard to the principle of subsidiarity and proportionality;

Or. en

Amendment by Constanze Angela Krehl

Amendment 36
Paragraph 6

6. Draws attention to the importance of supporting with sufficient funding less-
developed regions that represent a reserve of growth potential, such regions existing in 
all Member States but in particular in the 10 new Member States, the regions subject 
to the statistical effect, and the accession countries Bulgaria and Romania, so as to 
eradicate poverty for good and promote innovative and alternative approaches to 
achieving and maintaining multi-sectoral regional development and balanced growth 
throughout the EU.
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Or. de

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 37
Paragraph 6

6. Draws attention to the importance of supporting with increased funding less-
developed regions that represent a reserve of growth potential, such regions existing in 
all Member States but in particular in the 10 new Member States, in the accession 
countries Bulgaria and Romania and  in the outermost regions, so as to eradicate 
poverty for good and promote innovative and alternative approaches to achieving and 
maintaining multi-sectoral regional development and balanced growth throughout the 
EU.

Or. pt

Amendment by Markus Pieper

Amendment 38
Paragraph 6

6. Draws attention to the importance of supporting with adequate funding less-developed 
regions that represent a reserve of growth potential, such regions existing in all 
Member States but in particular in the 10 new Member States and the accession 
countries Bulgaria and Romania, so as to eradicate poverty for good and promote 
innovative and alternative approaches to achieving and maintaining multi-sectoral 
regional development and balanced growth throughout the EU.

Or. de

Amendment by Elspeth Attwooll

Amendment 39
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Notes the obstacles that have been faced in ratifying the Treaty establishing a 
Constitution for Europe and emphasises the crucial role that structural policies can 
play in advocating the positive benefits of membership of the European Union; 

Or. en


