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Rules of Procedure of the European Parliament

Text in force Amendments

Amendment by Gérard Onesta

Amendment 12
(Compromise amendment replacing Compromise Amendment 2 by the rapporteur)

Rule 9, paragraph 1 b (new)

1b. The application of this Rule shall in no 
way detract from the liveliness of 
parliamentary debates nor undermine 
Members’ freedom of speech.
It shall be based on full respect for 
Members’ prerogatives, as laid down in 
primary law and the Statute applicable to 
them.
It shall be based on the principle of 
transparency and be so undertaken that the 
relevant provisions are made clear to 
Members, who shall be informed 
individually of their rights and obligations.
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Amendment by Gérard Onesta

Amendment 13
(Compromise amendment replacing Compromise Amendment 9 by the rapporteur)

Rule 147

Exclusion of Members Penalties
1. In serious cases of disorder or disruption 
of Parliament, the President may after giving 
formal notice, move, either immediately or 
no later than the next part-session, that 
Parliament pass a vote of censure which 
shall automatically involve immediate 
exclusion from the Chamber and 
suspension for two to five days.

1. In exceptionally serious cases of disorder 
or disruption of Parliament in violation of 
the principles laid down in Rule 9, the 
President, after hearing the Member 
concerned, shall adopt a reasoned decision 
laying down the appropriate penalty, which 
he shall notify to the Member concerned 
and to the chairmen of the bodies, 
committees and delegations on which the 
Member serves, before announcing them in 
plenary.

2. Parliament shall decide whether to take 
such disciplinary action at a time to be 
decided by the President, which shall be 
either at the sitting during which the events 
in question occurred or, in the case of 
disruption outside the Chamber, when the 
President was informed, or at the latest at 
the next part-session. The Member 
concerned shall be entitled to be heard by 
Parliament before the vote. His speaking 
time shall not exceed five minutes.

2. The assessment of the conduct observed 
shall take account of its exceptional, 
recurrent or permanent nature and of its 
seriousness, on the basis of the guidelines 
annexed to these Rules of Procedure.*

3. An electronic vote shall be taken without 
debate on the request for disciplinary 
action. Requests submitted pursuant to 
Rule 149(3) or 160(1) shall not be 
admissible.

3. The penalty may consist of one or more 
of the following measures:
(a) a reprimand;
(b) forfeiture of entitlement to the daily 
subsistence allowance for a period of 
between two and 10 days and/or to the 
general expenditure allowance for a period 
not exceeding three months;
(c) without prejudice to the right to vote in 
plenary, and subject, in this instance, to 
strict compliance with the standards for the 
conduct of Members, temporary 
suspension, for a period of between two and 
10 consecutive days on which Parliament 
or any of its bodies, committees or 
delegations meet, from participation in all 
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or some of the activities of Parliament;
(d) submission to the Conference of 
Presidents, pursuant to Rule 18, of a 
proposal of suspension or removal from 
one or more of the elected offices held by 
the Member in Parliament.

Or. fr

Amendment by Gérard Onesta

Amendment 14
(Compromise amendment replacing Compromise Amendment 10 by the rapporteur)

Rule 148

Disturbances Internal appeal procedures
Should disturbances in Parliament threaten 
to obstruct the business of the House, the 
President shall close or suspend the sitting 
for a specific period to restore order. If he 
cannot make himself heard, he shall leave 
the Chair. This shall have the effect of 
suspending the sitting. The President shall 
reconvene the sitting.

The Member concerned may lodge an 
internal appeal with the Bureau within two 
weeks of notification of the penalty imposed 
by the President, an appeal which shall 
suspend the application of that penalty. The 
Bureau may, not later than four weeks 
after the lodging of the appeal, annul, 
confirm or reduce the scale of the penalty 
imposed, without prejudice to the external 
rights of appeal open to the Member 
concerned. Should the Bureau fail to take a 
decision within the time-limit laid down, 
the penalty shall be declared null and void.

Amendment by Gérard Onesta

Amendment 15
(Compromise amendment incorporating the first part of Compromise Amendment 2 and 

replacing Compromise Amendment 3)
Annex XVI a (new)

ANNEX XVIa
Guidelines for the interpretation of the 
standards for the conduct of Members
1. A distinction should be drawn between 
visual actions, which may be tolerated, 
provided they are not offensive and/or 
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defamatory, remain within reasonable 
limits and do not lead to conflict, and those 
which actively disrupt any parliamentary 
activity whatsoever.
2. Members shall be held responsible for 
any failure by persons whom they employ 
or for whom they arrange access to 
Parliament to comply on Parliament’s 
premises with the standards for the conduct 
of Members.
The President or his representatives shall 
exercise disciplinary powers over such 
persons or any other outside person present
on Parliament’s premises.

Or. fr


