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Motion for a resolution

Amendment by Karin Jöns

Amendment 1
Citation 10 a (new)

- having regard to the Commission communication on ‘Strengthening the social 
dimension of the Lisbon strategy: Streamlining open coordination in the field of 
social protection’ (COM(2003)0261),

Or. de

Amendment by Karin Jöns

Amendment 2
Citation 13 a (new)

- having regard to its resolution of 5 June 2003 on the application of the open method 
of coordination ,

Or. de
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 3
Recital A

A. whereas, at the Lisbon European Council in March 2000, the European Union defined 
a comprehensive strategy aimed at long-term economic growth, full employment, 
social cohesion and sustainable development in a knowledge-based society based on 
know-how and innovation; whereas five years later the objectives of the strategy 
remain far from being achieved,

Or. el

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 4
Recital C a (new)

Ca. whereas, under certain conditions, social inclusion may make a direct and telling 
contribution to economic development,

Or. el

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 5
Recital D

D. whereas social inclusion is a matter of social cohesion, as a basic value of the 
European Union and a tool of combating social exclusion that means reforming 
macroeconomic and monetary policies, and, in particular, replacing the Stability 
Pact by an authentic Pact for Development and Social Progress,

Or. pt

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 6
Recital D

D. whereas social inclusion is a matter of social cohesion, as a basic value of the 
European Union and a tool of combating social exclusion and discrimination that 
means fighting against wasting human resources and severe consequences of 
demographic changes,
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Or. el

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 7
Recital E

E. Whereas the modernisation of social protection should not just be ensuring financial 
sustainability, but sharing risks that individuals cannot face on their own,

Or. en

Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 8
Recital E

E. whereas the modernisation of social protection is primarily not about making it less 
expensive, but sharing risks that individuals cannot face on their own and promoting 
economic growth and employment so as to make them sustainable, 

Or. es

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 9
Recital E

E. whereas the modernisation of social protection is primarily not about making it less 
expensive, but sharing risks that individuals cannot face on their own, ensuring an 
effective policy of universal, publicly-funded social insurance, 

Or. pt

Amendment by Françoise Castex

Amendment 10
Recital E a (new)

Ea. Reaffirming, therefore, that social protection based on universality, equity and 
solidarity is an essential component of the European social model,

Or. fr
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Amendment by Richard Falbr

Amendment 11
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the above-mentioned joint report which covers both social protection and 
social inclusion for the first time at the level of the EU-25 and which looks at the 
progress of the Member States in achieving objectives agreed by the Lisbon European 
Council; notes that the report aims at making key inroads into the fight against social 
exclusion and the eradication of poverty (deletion) and at helping as well Member 
States to reform social protection systems with a view to ensure their adequacy and 
sustainability in the future;

Or. cs

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 12
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the above-mentioned joint report which covers both social protection and 
social inclusion for the first time at the level of the EU-25 and which looks at the 
progress of the Member States in achieving objectives agreed by the Lisbon European 
Council; notes that the report aims at making key inroads into the fight against social 
exclusion and the eradication of poverty by 2010 and at helping as well Member 
States to reform social protection systems with a view to ensure their ability to 
provide high quality services and their adequacy and sustainability in the future;

Or. el

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 13
Paragraph 2

2. Notes that the joint report states that the fight against poverty and social exclusion and 
measures to sustain earnings remains a major challenge for the Union and its 
Member States, as the figures, on the basis of income, related to poverty and social 
exclusion across the Union are very significant, with more than 68 million or 15 per 
cent of the EU population living at risk of poverty in 2002;

Or. el
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Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 14
Paragraph 3

3. Notes that, despite the important structural improvements in the EU labour markets 
over the last decade, the EU employment and participation levels remain insufficient 
and that unemployment remains high in a number of Member States, especially 
amongst certain categories, such as young people, older workers, women and people 
with specific disadvantages; notes also the persistence of the local or regional 
dimension of labour market exclusion, which demonstrates that unemployment 
cannot be tackled or the necessary 'jobs with rights' created by means of greater 
labour flexibility;

Or. pt

Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 15
Paragraph 3

3. Notes that, despite the important structural improvements in the EU labour markets 
over the last decade, the EU employment and participation levels remain insufficient 
and that unemployment remains high in a number of Member States, especially 
amongst certain categories, such as young people, older workers, women and people 
with specific disadvantages; notes also that labour market exclusion has a national 
but also a local and regional dimension;

Or. es

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 16
Paragraph 4

4. Draws attention to the fact that the recent economic slowdown, with the resulting 
erosion of earnings, rising unemployment and fewer job opportunities, puts more 
people at risk of poverty and exclusion and worsens the position of those already 
affected; this is particularly the case of some Member States which suffer from long-
term unemployment or inactivity;

Or. el
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Amendment by Françoise Castex

Amendment 17
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Draws attention to the situation of retired workers whose pensions fall well below 
the poverty threshold;

Or. fr

Amendment by Françoise Castex

Amendment 18
Paragraph 4 b (new)

4b. Fears that the pension reforms on which many Member States have embarked will 
increase the number of retired people living in poverty, and calls on the Commission 
and the Member States to set up studies to assess the foreseeable impact of such
reforms in terms of increasing poverty and insecurity in the European Union;

Or. fr

Amendment by Françoise Castex

Amendment 19
Paragraph 4 c (new)

4c. Draws particular attention to the situation of wives of craftsmen, farmers, 
tradesmen and self-employed workers who, after a lifetime of working without 
salaried worker status, lack decent provision at the end of their lives;

Or. fr

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 20
Paragraph 5

5. Considers, in this regard, that efforts against poverty and social exclusion must be 
sustained and extended to improve the situation of people most at risk of poverty and 
exclusion, such as those in casual employment, the unemployed, single parent 
households (usually women), older persons living alone, women, families with several 
dependants, disadvantaged children, as well as ethnic minorities, sick or disabled 
persons, the homeless, victims of trafficking and victims of drug and alcohol 
dependency;
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Or. el

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 21
Paragraph 5

5. Considers, in this regard, that efforts against poverty and social exclusion must be 
sustained and extended to improve the situation of people most at risk of poverty and 
exclusion, such as the unemployed, single parent households (usually women), older 
persons living alone, women, families with several dependants, disadvantaged 
children, young subsistence farmers, as well as ethnic minorities, Roma communities, 
sick or disabled persons, the homeless, victims of trafficking and victims of drug and 
alcohol dependency;

Or. el

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 22
Paragraph 6

6. Considers that it is crucial to recognise the difficulties faced by people at a 
disadvantage, including disabled people, ethnic minorities and immigrants, and 
unskilled workers, in accessing or remaining on the labour market; calls on the 
Member States to support the integration of persons at a disadvantage in order to 
prevent and combat social exclusion, as well as to raise labour force participation, 
ensure a fairer incomes policy for the benefit of less affluent households in 
particular, and ensure the sustainability of social protection systems; points in this 
regard to the necessity of public spending review and reallocation with particular 
emphasis on funding for programmes to combat social exclusion;

Or. el

Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 23
Paragraph 6

6. Considers that it is crucial to recognise the difficulties faced by people at a 
disadvantage, including disabled people, ethnic minorities and immigrants, in 
accessing or remaining on the labour market; calls on the Member States to support 
the integration of persons at a disadvantage in order to prevent and combat social 
exclusion, as well as to promote education, encourage job creation and ensure the 
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sustainability of social protection systems; points in this regard to the necessity of 
improving comparable data;

Or. es

Amendment by Marianne Mikko

Amendment 24
Paragraph 7

7. Highlights that tackling disadvantages in education and training and improving the 
qualifications of the labour force regardless of age, are key tools for increasing
employment; addressing these inequalities is of particular importance for achieving the 
Lisbon (deletion) targets of employment, quality at work and social inclusion;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 25
Paragraph 7

7. Highlights that tackling disadvantages in education and training and raising the quality 
of the human capital, in terms of qualifications, for men and women of all ages, are 
key tools to prevent unemployment or to increase the employability of the 
unemployed; addressing these inequalities would be of particular importance for 
achieving the Lisbon employment targets of employment, quality at work and social 
inclusion;

Or. el

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 26
Paragraph 7

7. Highlights that tackling disadvantages in education and training and raising the quality 
of the human capital, in terms of qualifications, for all ages, are key tools to combat
unemployment or to increase the employability of the unemployed; addressing these 
inequalities would be of particular importance for achieving the Lisbon employment 
targets of employment, quality at work and social inclusion;

Or. en
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Amendment by Richard Falbr

Amendment 27
Paragraph 7

7. Highlights that tackling disadvantages in education and training and raising the quality 
of the human capital, in terms of qualifications, for all ages and ethnic and national 
minorities, are key tools to prevent unemployment or to increase the employability of 
the unemployed; addressing these inequalities would be of particular importance for 
achieving the Lisbon employment targets of employment, quality at work and social 
inclusion;

Or. cs

Amendment by Richard Falbr

Amendment 28
Paragraph 7 a (new)

7a. Stresses in this respect that, in the case of the Roma minority, it is desirable that 
members of that minority be given every motivation to have an interest in the further 
education of their children, the development of their children’s positive qualities 
and skills and the presentation of these qualities and skills to the wider public; 
considers that examples of successful Roma demonstrate that belonging to a 
particular ethnic group is not a handicap in a democratic society;

Or. cs

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 29
Paragraph 8

8. Calls on the Member States to exchange best practice to prevent early departure from 
education, raise the level of education, facilitate the transition from school to work, 
increase access to education and training for disadvantaged groups, including less 
skilled and older workers, and lay the ground for access to lifelong learning for all; 
stresses that these strategies should involve all stakeholders concerned, including 
social partners, but also the civil society and learning providers;

Or. en
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Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 30
Paragraph 8

8. Calls on the Member States to develop integrated strategies intended to prevent early 
departure from education, raise the level of education, especially in languages and 
new technologies, facilitate the transition from school to work, increase access to 
education and training for disadvantaged groups, including less skilled and older 
workers, and lay the ground for access to lifelong learning for all; stresses that these 
strategies should involve all stakeholders concerned, including social partners, but also 
the civil society and learning providers;

Or. es

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 31
Paragraph 8

8. Calls on the Member States to develop integrated strategies intended to prevent early 
departure from education, raise the level of education, facilitate the transition from 
school to work, extend official welfare schemes to those in greatest need, increase 
access to education and training for (deletion) less skilled and older workers, and lay 
the ground for access to lifelong learning for all; stresses that these strategies should 
involve all stakeholders concerned, including social partners, but also the civil society 
and learning providers;

Or. el

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 32
Paragraph 8

8. Calls on the Member States to develop integrated strategies intended to prevent early 
departure from education, raise the level of education, facilitate the transition from 
school to work, increase access to education and training for disadvantaged groups, 
including less skilled and older workers, and lay the ground for access to lifelong 
learning for all; stresses that these strategies should involve all stakeholders 
concerned, including social partners, but also the civil society and learning providers, 
while reserving a key role for the state in guaranteeing high-quality public 
education; 
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Or. pt

Amendment by Richard Falbr

Amendment 33
Paragraph 8 a (new)

8a. Considers in this respect that, given the benefits that a qualified workforce brings to 
employers, it goes without saying that employers should be more involved in the 
process of lifelong learning;

Or. cs

Amendment by Richard Falbr

Amendment 34
Paragraph 8 b (new)

8b. Points out, however, that in a number of cases neither a sufficient level of education 
nor repeated requalification guarantee employment; emphasises, therefore, the need 
to make greater use of not-for-profit public service work;

Or. cs

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 35
Paragraph 9

9. Stresses that paradoxically in fourteen out of seventeen Member States child poverty 
has risen during the 1990s, at a time when increased wealth was being generated; 
draws attention to the fact that persistent child poverty mainly concentrates on single 
parent families, large families with three or more dependent children, immigrants and 
people from ethnic minorities, unemployed or under-employed parents; highlights that 
priority attention at EU and Member States level should be given to the prevention and 
elimination of the intergenerational transmission of poverty and that this should be 
underpinned by appropriate financial resources; underlines that indicators have to be 
approached from the child perspective;

Or. el



PE 367.634v01-00 12/30 AM\593550EN.doc

EN

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 36
Paragraph 9

9. Stresses that in fourteen out of seventeen Member States1 child poverty has risen 
during the 1990s; draws attention to the fact that persistent child poverty mainly 
concentrates on single parent families, large families with three or more dependent 
children, immigrants and people from ethnic minorities and unemployed or under-
employed parents; highlights that priority attention at EU and Member States level 
should be given to the prevention and elimination of the intergenerational transmission 
of poverty and that this should be underpinned by appropriate financial resources; 
underlines that indicators have to be approached from the child perspective, even if it 
is known that child poverty cannot be reduced without reducing household poverty 
and ensuring access to high-quality services for all;

Or. pt

Amendment by Magda Kósáné Kovács

Amendment 37
Paragraph 9

9. Stresses that in fourteen out of seventeen Member States1 child poverty has risen 
during the 1990s; draws attention to the fact that persistent child poverty mainly 
concentrates on single parent families, large families with three or more dependent 
children, immigrants and people from ethnic minorities, unemployed or under-
employed parents; highlights that priority attention at EU and Member States level 
should be given to the prevention and elimination of the intergenerational transmission 
of poverty and that this should be underpinned by appropriate financial resources 
(such as the increased use of Structural Funds, especially the European Social 
Fund); underlines that indicators have to be approached from the child perspective;

Or. en

Amendment by Patrizia Toia

Amendment 38
Paragraph 9

9. Stresses that in fourteen out of seventeen Member States2 child poverty has risen 

  
1 For the rest of the Member States data are unavailable: UNICEF Report Card No. 6 Child Poverty in Rich 
Countries 2005.
2 For the rest of the Members States data are unavailable: UNICEF Report Card No. 6 Child Poverty in Rich 
Countries 2005.
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during the 1990s; draws attention to the fact that persistent child poverty mainly 
concentrates on single parent families, large families with three or more dependent 
children, immigrants and people from ethnic minorities, unemployed or under-
employed parents; highlights that priority attention at EU and Member States level 
should be given to the prevention and elimination of the intergenerational transmission 
of poverty and that this should be underpinned by appropriate financial resources; 
underlines that indicators have to be approached from the child perspective and that of 
people living alone;

Or. it

Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 39
Paragraph 10

10. Considers that social services dealing with children and childcare are an important 
precondition in preventing and reducing child poverty and social exclusion, 
facilitating the reconciliation of work and family life; stresses the need of ensuring 
equal access to education for all children;

Or. es

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 40
Paragraph 10

10. Considers that a comprehensive public childcare system is an important precondition 
in preventing and reducing child poverty, (deletion) social exclusion and 
discrimination, as it facilitates the reconciliation of work and family life; stresses the 
need of ensuring easy and equal access to education for all children;

Or. el

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 41
Paragraph 10

10. Considers that a comprehensive public childcare system is an important precondition 
in preventing and reducing child poverty and social exclusion, as it facilitates the 
reconciliation of work and family life; stresses the need of ensuring equal access to 
education for all children; recognises the vital role of private operators in supplying 
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services in this regard;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 42
Paragraph 11 a (new)

11a. Calls on the Commission to step up its efforts to introduce a ‘Children’s Charter’ 
seeking to achieve progress in upholding the rights of the child as part of EU 
internal and external policy;

Or. el

Amendment by Elizabeth Lynne

Amendment 43
Paragraph 12

12. Draws attention to the needs of young people facing difficulties in economic and 
social integration and being more susceptible to fall victim to social exclusion; calls 
on Member States to ensure that youth unemployment is addressed specifically, as a 
priority in its own right, through specific policy measures and training, including the 
encouragement of initiatives and the development of entrepreneurial spirit;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 44
Paragraph 12 a (new)

12a. Calls on the Member States to develop integrated strategies seeking to promote in 
economic, social, cultural and environmental terms the development of 
geographically remote urban, island and rural areas, with a view to confronting the 
problems of exclusion and poverty, not allowing them to endure from one 
generation to the next;

Or. el
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Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 45
Paragraph 13

13. Emphasises the need for an increased participation of women in employment by 
eliminating obstacles that prevent women from entering it, and particularly by 
ensuring 'jobs with rights', equal promotion opportunities and equal pay;

Or. pt

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 46
Paragraph 13

13. Emphasises the need for an increased participation of women in employment by 
eliminating obstacles that prevent women from entering it, dispelling traditional 
stereotypes regarding the respective responsibilities of men and women in the family 
and household, and particularly by encouraging older women to stay longer in the 
labour market;

Or. el

Amendment by Françoise Castex

Amendment 47
Paragraph 13 a (new)

13a Stresses the need for women working alongside their spouses to enjoy a status which 
guarantees their entitlement to remuneration, social protection and a retirement 
pension; 

Or. fr

Amendment by Françoise Castex

Amendment 48
Paragraph 14

14. Calls, in this regard, on the Member States to focus on the elimination of inequalities 
of the labour market, such as gender gaps in employment, unemployment and in 
atypical employment, gender segregation in sectors and occupations, gender pay gaps, 
unequal status and the participation of women into decision-making positions; in 
doing so, Member States should promote the reconciliation of work and family life 
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and the access in quality and affordable care services for children and other 
dependants; it is also essential to ensure the mainstreaming of a gender perspective in 
all policies and programmes;

Or. fr

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 49
Paragraph 14

14. Calls, in this regard, on the Member States to focus on the elimination of inequalities 
of the labour market, such as gender gaps in employment, unemployment and in 
atypical employment, gender segregation in sectors and occupations, gender pay gaps, 
and the limited participation of women into decision-making positions; in doing so, 
Member States should facilitate personal choices in terms of the reconciliation of 
work and family life and the access in quality and affordable care services for children 
and other dependants; it is also essential to ensure the mainstreaming of a gender 
perspective in all policies and programmes;

Or. en

Amendment by Françoise Castex

Amendment 50
Paragraph 14 a (new)

14a. Furthermore, calls on the Member States to take action to ensure that women are 
not penalised, when their pension entitlement is calculated, for gaps in their 
employment record caused by maternity leave or parental leave; and urges the 
Member States to consider flat-rate pension increases for women depending on the 
number of children they have raised;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 51
Paragraph 15

15. Calls on the Member States, in their fight against high levels of exclusion faced by 
ethnic minorities and immigrants, to develop and implement measures, including 
measures to raise awareness, for the integration of these target groups into the formal 
labour market, asks for support to be made available, especially to SMEs to assist in 
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their recruitment practices, to enforce legislation to combat discrimination and to 
facilitate their social integration through specific provisions relating to special 
educational programmes, and decent living and housing conditions, as a precondition 
of social inclusion;

Or. en

Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 52
Paragraph 15

15. Calls on the Member States, in their fight against high levels of exclusion faced by 
ethnic minorities and immigrants, to develop and implement measures, including 
measures to raise awareness, for the integration of these target groups into the formal
labour market, to enforce the anti-trafficking and anti-discrimination legislation, and 
to facilitate their social integration through specific provisions relating to special 
educational programmes, and decent living and housing conditions, as a precondition 
of social inclusion;

Or. es

Amendment by Magda Kósáné Kovács

Amendment 53
Paragraph 15

15. Calls on the Member States, in their fight against high levels of exclusion faced by 
ethnic minorities and immigrants, to develop and implement measures, including 
measures to raise awareness, for the integration of these target groups into the formal 
labour market, to enforce legislation to combat discrimination and to facilitate their 
social integration through specific provisions and complex programmes relating to 
special educational programmes, and decent living and housing conditions, as a 
precondition of social inclusion;

Or. en

Amendment by Richard Falbr

Amendment 54
Paragraph 15 a (new)

15a. Stresses in this respect that social integration should also include cultural 
integration, while at the same time respecting the identity of the ethnic group or 
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nationality in question; with this aim in mind, considers it desirable also to make 
use of the possibilities provided by the ‘Television Without Frontiers’ Directive;

Or. cs

Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 55
Paragraph 16

16. Urges the Commission to put forward proposals aimed at setting up an appropriate 
legal framework to eradicate discrimination against people with disabilities, 
promoting equal opportunities and their full participation in work, society and 
politics;

Or. es

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 56
Paragraph 16

16. Urges the Commission to put forward proposals aimed at setting up an appropriate 
legal framework to eradicate discrimination against people with disabilities, 
specifically by means of a proposal for a directive based on Article 13 of the Treaty 
to cover the areas still not dealt with;

Or. pt

Amendment by Elizabeth Lynne

Amendment 57
Paragraph 16

16. Urges the Commission to put forward proposals aimed at setting up an appropriate 
legal framework to eradicate discrimination against people with disabilities, including 
a proposal for a specific directive on disabilities;

Or. en
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Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 58
Paragraph 17

17. Stresses the need of improving housing conditions, especially accessibility, for less-
favoured groups which are particularly affected by poverty, such as people at a 
disadvantage and older people who cannot look after themselves; demands more 
attention to be paid to the homeless, especially by providing care, giving them basic 
skills, and promoting their social integration;

Or. es

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 59
Paragraph 17

17. Stresses the need of improving housing conditions for vulnerable groups which are 
particularly affected by poverty, such as people at a disadvantage and older people 
who cannot look after themselves; demands more attention to be paid to the homeless, 
especially by providing care, giving them basic skills, and promoting their social 
integration, which will necessitate public policies, especially in the areas of housing, 
health and education, to ensure access for them;

Or. pt

Amendment by Richard Falbr

Amendment 60
Paragraph 17 a (new)

17a. Considers in this respect, moreover, that such teaching of basic skills, which would 
not only be aimed at cultivating the abilities people need to look after themselves but 
which would also instil solidarity with the less able, should be undergone 
continuously by the whole of European society, starting during primary education;

Or. cs
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Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 61
Paragraph 18

18. Fully supports the Commission's intention to organise a European year on equal 
opportunities in 2007; considers that this should contribute to highlight the 
significance of the issue, assess the progress achieved throughout the EU and provide 
a framework for further policy measures and initiatives with a view to enhancing the 
EU's anti-discrimination legislation, addressing direct and indirect discrimination and 
covering gender equality in all areas;

Or. pt

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 62
Paragraph 18 a (new)

18a. Welcomes the recognition that the most socially deprived people generally 
experience the poorest environmental conditions and that this should be given due 
consideration when tackling social exclusion;

Or. en

Amendment by Patrizia Toia

Amendment 63
Paragraph 20

20. Reaffirms the need for an improvement of harmonised data collection and the 
development of common indicators that take account of age and sex differences, as 
indicators of this kind play a major role in monitoring and evaluation of policies on 
poverty and social exclusion;

Or. it

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 64
Paragraph 20

20. Reaffirms the need for an improvement of harmonised data collection and the 
development of common indicators that play a major role in monitoring and evaluation 
of policies on poverty and social exclusion, including breakdown by gender;
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Or. pt

Amendment by Edit Bauer

Amendment 65
Paragraph 22 a (new)

22a. Supports the intention of Commission to devote special attention to the task of
combating poverty by organising the European Year of Combating Exclusion and 
Poverty;

Or. en

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 66
Paragraph 22a (new)

22a. Stresses that social inclusion requires the reform of macroeconomic policies, and, in 
particular, replacing the Stability Pact by an authentic Pact for Development and 
Social Progress and replacing the Lisbon strategy by a genuine strategy for 
economic and social cohesion; calls on the Commission to withdraw the proposal 
for a directive on creating the internal market in services;

Or. pt

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 67
Paragraph 23

23. Considers that the rapid change arising from globalisation and the wide use of 
Information and Communication Technologies is a challenge for the EU, which 
tends, however, to bow to the pressure and demand of the market.  More intense 
market competition is the very thing which increases the vulnerability to social risk 
and generates the need for more efficient measures of social protection with a view to 
ensure the right of all to social protection;

Or. el
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Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 68
Paragraph 23 a (new)

23a. Points out that social security and benefit systems are often slow to respond to more 
flexible forms of employment and self-employment and fail to offer appropriate 
support and that this can prove a barrier to people taking up employment: considers 
therefore that this should be taken in to account when modernising systems;

Or. en

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 69
Paragraph 25

25. Points, in this regard, to the necessity of promoting the development and 
implementation of comprehensive ageing strategies and the creation of more high-
quality 'jobs with rights', especially for young people and women; 

Or. pt

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 70
Paragraph 25

25. Points, in this regard, to the necessity of promoting the development and 
implementation of comprehensive ageing strategies aimed at empowering workers to 
stay active longer and encouraging employers to hire and retain older workers;

Or. en

Amendment by Elizabeth Lynne

Amendment 71
Paragraph 25 a (new)

25a. Urges the Commission to put forward proposals aimed at setting up an appropriate 
legal framework to eradicate discrimination against people on the basis of age;

Or. en
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Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 72
Paragraph 26

26. Considers, in this respect, that the European Social Fund may have an important role 
to play in the integration and reintegration of older people into the labour market; 

Or. en

Amendment by Magda Kósáné Kovács

Amendment 73
Paragraph 26

26. Considers, in this respect, that the European Social Fund has an important role to play 
in the integration and reintegration of older people into the labour market, and, more 
generally, in the social inclusion of vulnerable and/or socially excluded groups;

Or. en

Amendment by Patrizia Toia

Amendment 74
Paragraph 26

26. Considers, in this respect, that the European Social Fund has an important role to play 
in the integration and reintegration of older workers into the labour market;

Or. it

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 75
Paragraph 26

26. Considers, in this respect, that the European Social Fund has an important role to play 
in the integration and reintegration of older people into a range of activities in society;

Or. pt
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Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 76
Paragraph 27

27. Considers that, in order for pension schemes to be financially sustainable, there is a 
need for economic growth and sufficient productivity, as well as high levels of 
adequately paid employment and the active promotion of lifelong learning, quality of 
work and a safe and healthy working environment;

Or. en

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 77
Paragraph 28

28. Takes the view that, in order to prevent adverse effects on employment, reforms of 
public pensions systems should avoid increasing the total tax burden on labour, but 
achieve an appropriate balance between taxes on labour and taxes on other resources, 
especially on the financial sector;

Or. pt

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 78
Paragraph 29 a (new)

29a. Awaits the Commission's document on minimum income as a potentially useful 
contribution to the debate on social inclusion and social protection; 

Or. en

Amendment by Françoise Castex

Amendment 79
Paragraph 29 a (new)

29a. Considers, moreover, that the structural funds and the regional development funds 
have an important role to play in organising equal access to care throughout the 
European Union and supporting regions which are less favoured in terms of health 
care facilities;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Richard Falbr

Amendment 80
Paragraph 29 a (new)

29a. Highlights in this respect the risks posed by the privatisation of public services, 
which makes them more expensive and, as a consequence, more difficult for 
vulnerable members of society to use;

Or. cs

Amendment by Karin Jöns

Amendment 81
Paragraph 30

30. Welcomes the Council decision on the application of the open method of 
coordination in the field of health and long-term care; reiterates its support for the 
three fundamental objectives: universal access, irrespective of income or wealth, a 
high level of quality, and financial sustainability;

Or. de

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 82
Paragraph 30

30. Supports the Commission's intention to initiate a process of open method of 
coordination from 2006 for the areas of health and long-term care, in the framework of 
modernisation of social security systems; highlights that health care is and should 
remain an area of Member State competence;

Or. en

Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 83
Paragraph 31

31. Stresses that particular attention should be paid to persons requiring long-term or 
expensive care, and to those facing particular difficulties in accessing care; highlights 
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that if health is to be promoted and protected health systems must be based, besides
the insurance principle, on solidarity as well;

Or. es

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 84
Paragraph 31

31. Stresses that particular attention should be paid to persons requiring long-term or 
expensive care, and to those facing particular difficulties in accessing care; highlights 
that health systems must be publicly-run and based on the principle of solidarity;

Or. pt

Amendment by Ana Mato Adrover

Amendment 85
Paragraph 31a (new)

31a. Advocates, furthermore, the creation of the social services needed with regard to the 
care of dependent persons, i.e. those unable to perform basic everyday actions by 
themselves;

Or. es

Amendment by Marianne Mikko

Amendment 86
Paragraph 32

32. Notes that, although solidarity-based pension schemes should remain a part of 
pensioners' income, (deletion) provision through funded schemes must play an 
increasingly important role in obtaining (deletion) pension entitlements;

Or. en
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Amendment by Richard Falbr

Amendment 87
Paragraph 32

32. Notes that, although public pension schemes should remain the main source of 
pensioners’ income, private provision through occupational or personal schemes can 
play a complementary role in obtaining additional pension entitlements;

Or. cs

Amendment by Karin Jöns

Amendment 88
Paragraph 34 a (new)

34a. Calls on the European Council, in the interest of streamlining and simplifying the 
open method of coordination, to adopt at its summit in Spring 2006 an integrated 
framework in the fields of social protection and integration and to agree on a 
uniform list of common objectives in the field of social integration, pensions, health 
and long-term care; 

Or. de

Amendment by Karin Jöns

Amendment 89
Paragraph 34 b (new)

34b. Regards the creation of an integrated framework and the streamlining of 
coordination in the fields of social protection and integration as an opportunity,  in 
the context of the Lisbon process, to boost the social dimension of social protection 
as a dimension with its own independent socio-economic significance as opposed to 
the coordination of social and employment policy;

Or. de

Amendment by Karin Jöns

Amendment 90
Paragraph 34 c (new)

34c. Calls on the Member States and the Commission, when applying the open method of 
coordination to social protection and integration, to pay greater attention in future 
to issues of reconciling work and family life, with particular emphasis on access to 



PE 367.634v01-00 28/30 AM\593550EN.doc

EN

childcare, family income situations and the employment rate of mothers;

Or. de

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 91
Paragraph 35

35. Calls on the Member States to make an optimal use of the potential offered by the 
open method of coordination process, as an instrument of policy making in the fields 
of employment, social protection, social inclusion, pensions and health; considers that 
this should involve the active participation of the European and national 
parliaments;

Or. en

Amendment by Siiri Oviir

Amendment 92
Paragraph 35 a (new)

35a. Calls on the Member States - particularly the new Member States - to review their 
pension systems, taking account of the significantly lower life expectancy of men 
and the major pay differentials between men and women, which are reflected in the 
size of the pensions of widowed pensioners, often pushing them below the poverty 
line;

Or. et

Amendment by Karin Jöns

Amendment 93
Paragraph 36

36. Points out that the development and maintenance of the social security systems is 
closely linked to the Lisbon goals and can make an important contribution to 
increased employment and growth, greater solidarity and better social integration;

Or. de
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Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 94
Paragraph 36

36. Points out that, for achieving the goals of the Lisbon strategy, the modernisation of 
social security systems should be focused on the priority of employment, but also on 
the added value of (deletion) social inclusion on the process of achieving the Lisbon 
goals;

Or. en

Amendment by Karin Jöns

Amendment 95
Paragraph 36 a (new)

36a. Reiterates its conviction that its role in applying of the open method of coordination  
– in its capacity as the body directly representing the citizens of Europe – must be 
clarified and enhanced in order to give the process democratic legitimacy;

Or. de

Amendment by Karin Jöns

Amendment 96
Paragraph 36 b (new)

36b. Calls on the Council and Commission to open negotiations with the European 
Parliament on an inter-institutional agreement setting out the rules for selecting the 
areas of policy to which the open method of coordination is to be applied, and 
providing for a coherent application of the method with the unrestricted and equal 
participation of the European Parliament; 

Or. de

Amendment by Karin Jöns

Amendment 97
Paragraph 36 c (new)

36c. Stresses that such an inter-institutional agreement must contain rules for the 
participation of the European Parliament in the setting of objectives and indicators 
and in access to documents, participation in meetings, observation and supervision 
of progress, information on reports and best practices, and a procedure enabling the 
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open method of coordination to evolve into a Community method;

Or. de

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 98
Paragraph 37

37. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission and 
the Parliaments of the Member States, the accession countries and the candidate 
countries.

Or. en

Amendment by Karin Jöns

Amendment 99
Paragraph 37

37. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Member States and the Social Protection Committee.

Or. de


