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Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 1
Recital A a (new)

Aa. whereas in most Member States there is a strong correlation between high female 
employment rates and high birth rates and between low female employment rates 
and low birth rates,

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 2
Recital A b (new)

Ab. whereas a skilled female work force is essential for economic growth in the EU 
Member States in that it can restore a balance between the number of those 
employed and those unemployed, thus dealing with the problem of funding pensions 
and thereby contributing to solidarity between generations,

Or. fr
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Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 3
Recital A c (new)

Ac. having noted with interest the initiatives launched in a number of Member 
States with a view to 'supporting parents' in order better to protect children 
against the new threats in society, in particular as regards the use of the 
internet, the rise in consumption of cannabis and other drugs among 
adolescents, the circulation of particularly degrading pornographic documents 
and increasing violence,

Or. fr

Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 4
Recital A d (new)

Ad. having regard to the problems relating to the presence in a family of one or 
more children suffering from learning difficulties (dyslexia, dyspraxia, 
dyscalculia, attention deficit with or without hyperactivity) or disabilities and 
having regard to the various practices observed in the Member States to 
assist such children and their parents,

Or. fr

Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 5
Recital A e (new)

Ae. having regard to Directive 92/85/CEE on the introduction of measures to 
encourage improvements in the safety and health at work of pregnant 
workers and workers who have recently given birth or are breastfeeding

Or. fr
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Amendment by Angelika Niebler

Amendment 6
Paragraph -1 (nouveau)

-1. Welcomes the fact that, in presenting its Green Paper 'Confronting demographic 
change - a new solidarity between the generations' (COM(2005)0094), the Commission 
has addressed at European level one of the key political and social challenges; stresses, 
at the same time, that numerous issues relating to demographic change in society fall 
exclusively within the sphere of competence of the Member States and that, therefore, 
there is no general Community competence for establishing European rules in this 
area;

Or. de

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda 

Amendment 7
Paragraph 1

1. Regrets that the Commission communication does not systematically incorporate the 
gender perspective at either the macro or micro level of analysis, although this is 
essential to develop comprehensive reflections and actions;

Or. en

Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 8
Paragraph 1

1. Regrets that the Commission communication does not systematically incorporate the 
gender perspective in its research on demographic change, despite the fact that this 
phenomenon is (deletion) linked to the status of women;

Or. fr



PE 367.637v01-00 4/22 AM\593574EN.doc

EN

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 9
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Criticises the Commission for discriminating against elderly people in its 
communication, claiming that 'ageing could cause potential annual growth in GNP 
in Europe to fall from 2-2.25% today and 1.25 in 2040; with all that entails for 
entrepreneurship and initiative in our society';

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 10
Paragraph 2

2. Calls on the Member States to combat the prejudice and stereotypes underlying structural 
gender inequalities and which prevent both full participation by women in all spheres of 
society and more active participation of men in family life;

Or. fr

Amendment by Edite Estrela

Amendment 11
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Regrets that the Green paper does not highlight the importance of reproductive and 
sexual health in demographic changes;

Or. pt

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer

Amendment 12
Paragraph 2 b (new)

2b. Calls on the Member States to review their tax systems and to implement tax rates 
based on individual rights, recommends the  development of child and family-
friendly social security systems and the reimbursement of, inter alia, expenses for 
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child care, as well as reduced VAT rates for all children's products;

Or. en

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 13
Paragraph 3

3. Stresses that, despite the progress made by the Member States in terms of raising the rate 
of women’s employment, other forms of discrimination linked to women’s employment 
are persisting or becoming more marked; calls, in this context, especially, for Member 
States to implement properly Council Directive 75/117/EEC of 10 February 1975 on the 
approximation of the laws of the Member States relating to the application of the 
principle of equal pay for men and women;

Or. en

Amendment by Katerina Batzeli

Amendment 14
Paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Stresses that the pay gap between men and women and the fact that women continue 
to fill low-paid jobs for which they are overqualified diminish the necessary 
financial independence of women, which is closely linked to the decision to have 
children;

Or. el

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 15
Paragraph 4

4. Stresses the need to adjust women's working hours to enable them to combine child 
education and family life (deletion);

Or. pl
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Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 16
Paragraph 4

4. Points out that flexible working hours for women, provided they result from a free 
choice and are not imposed, can help women combine work and family life more 
successfully, while avoiding having to completely abandon their career;

Or. fr

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 17
Paragraph 4

4. Stresses the need to promote flexible working hours for women, enabling them to 
combine work and family life, which should not be the corollary of abandoning one’s 
career, but should result from a free choice and not be imposed, guaranteeing in all 
circumstances quality jobs, with rights and equal pay;

Or. pt

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 18
Paragraph 4

4. Stresses the need to promote flexible working hours for women and men, enabling them 
to combine work and family life, which should not be the corollary of abandoning one’s 
career, but should result from a free choice and not be imposed;

Or. fr

Amendment by Bernadette Vergnaud

Amendment 19
Paragraph 4

4. Stresses the need to promote flexible working hours for women, enabling them to 
combine work and family life, which should not be the corollary of abandoning one’s 
career or working part-time, but should result from a free choice and not be imposed;
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Or. fr

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 20
Paragraph 4

4. Stresses the need to promote flexible working hours for women and men, enabling them 
to combine work and family life, which should not be the corollary of abandoning one’s 
career, but should result from a free choice and not be imposed;

Or. nl

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 21
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Recommends that the Member States encourage the development of female 
employment and women's access to quality jobs and to equal treatment as regards 
pay;

Or. fr

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 22
Paragraph 5

5. Stresses that creating the socioeconomic conditions in which women can have children 
is one of the conditions for the existence and development of any society (deletion), 
given the effects of the declining birth rate;

Or. pl

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 23
Paragraph 5

5. Stresses that creating favourable conditions for couples to have the number of 



PE 367.637v01-00 8/22 AM\593574EN.doc

EN

children they wish is in the interests of the whole of society, given the social and 
economic challenges resulting from the declining birth rate;

Or. fr

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 24
Paragraph 5

5. Stresses that creating the conditions in which women can have children is in the 
interests of the whole of society and not only of women, given the effects of the 
declining birth rate, and that action should therefore be taken to support motherhood 
and fatherhood;

Or. pt

Amendment by Edite Estrela

Amendment 25
Paragraph 5 a (new)

5a. Urges the Member States to promote tax measures to encourage a higher birth rate 
and draws attention to the fact that women, in particular young single mothers, 
should be guaranteed special protection and support following the birth of a child;

Or. pt

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 26
Paragraph 5 b (new)

5b. Points out that infertility, and particularly male infertility, is on the rise, especially 
in highly industrialized areas, and that in some European countries up to 15% of 
couples are now infertile, chemical pollution being one of the causes of infertility;

Or. en
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Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 27
Paragraph 5 c (new)

5c. Refers to the fact that many parents suffer from unintended childlessness; calls in 
this context on the Member States to drop upper-age limits for those seeking to 
adopt so that older people can become legally eligible for adoption, stresses that 
maturity can be an advantage when caring for children that may have led troubled 
lives;

Or. en

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 28
Paragraph 5 d (new)

5d. Calls on the Member States to increase the availability of proper housing for 
families, especially for one-parent families and elderly people, for example "inter-
generational projects", in connection with urban development and town planning;

Or. en

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 29
Paragraph 5 e (new)

5e. Stresses that flexible working hours for women should not have an adverse effect 
on the quality of the jobs created or that of the child care services provided, 
which is a guarantee of women's professional development;

Or. fr

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 30
Paragraph 6

6. Encourages the Member States to take measures to enable men to be more fully 
involved in the policies aimed at combining family life and work more successfully 
and to organise awareness-raising campaigns to encourage a more balanced 
division of domestic and family responsibilities between men and women;
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Or. fr

Amendment by Bernadette Vergnaud

Amendment 31
Paragraph 6

6. Insists that men should be fully involved in the policies aimed at combining family life 
and work more successfully and in structures conducive to achieving a balance 
between the two;

Or. fr

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 32
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Notes that some men's refusal to have children can often be due to their reluctance 
to take on the 'traditional' breadwinner role;

Or. en

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 33
Paragraph 7

Deleted

Or. fr

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 34
Paragraph 7

7. Calls on the Member States to promote the quality of jobs and of the working 
environment so as to facilitate the implementation of lifelong professional training 
enabling women and men to meet both their family obligations and labour market 
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demands;

Or. fr

Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 35
Paragraph 7

7. Calls on the Member States to make provision, in cooperation with the social 
partners, for more flexible arrangements in the workplace which reconcile the needs 
of (deletion) female and male employees with family obligations and those of 
employers;

Or. fr

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 36
Paragraph 7

7. Calls on the Member States to promote a more flexible workplace culture which 
reconciles the needs of individual female and male employees with family 
obligations, running the household and caring for others and the needs of 
employers;

Or. nl

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 37
Paragraph 7

7. Urges the Member States to promote a more flexible workplace culture which 
reconciles the needs of individual female employees with family obligations and those 
of employers, but guaranteeing women's rights in all circumstances;

Or. pt
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Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 38
Paragraph 7 a (new)

7a. Requests that the Commission further develop its approach towards human-centred 
work organisation, innovative working time arrangements and innovative personnel 
policies;

Or. en

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 39
Paragraph 7 b (new)

7b. Asks the Member States to develop innovative job-to-job insurances, which would 
facilitate transitions between jobs and between different forms of employment 
status, while providing flexibility to companies and security to employees;

Or. en

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 40
Paragraph 8

8. Calls on the Member States to adopt measures guaranteeing access to specialist health 
care throughout the European Union for children and other dependent persons;

Or. pl

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 41
Paragraph 8

8. Calls on the Member States to adopt measures aimed at setting up high-quality, 
affordable childcare facilities and facilities for the care of other dependent persons; 
refers to the presidency conclusions of the 2002 European Council in Barcelona, in 
which it was stated that, by 2010, Member States should provide childcare for at 
least 90% of children between 3 years old and mandatory school age, and at least 
33% of children under 3 years of age;
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Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 42
Paragraph 8

8. Calls on the Member States to adopt measures aimed at setting up high-quality, 
affordable childcare facilities and facilities for the care of other dependent persons in 
accordance with the objectives set by the Barcelona European Council; emphasises 
that these measures should enable women to adjust their participation in the job 
market to their rhythm of life;

Or. fr

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer

Amendment 43
Paragraph 8 a (new)

8a. Is concerned at increasing poverty and neglect in many Member States, which is 
particularly affecting children; proposes that innovative projects should be carried 
out, particularly in urban areas with problems associated with poverty and neglect, 
which provide points of contact for children as a matter of priority; calls for the 
parents also to be involved in these projects so that they become aware of their 
responsibility for the welfare of their children; stresses the importance of an 
extensive system of anonymous telephone hotlines for children;

Or. de

Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 44
Paragraph 9

9. Welcomes the exchange of best practice between the Member States via the open 
coordination method; points to the efficiency of successful demographic policies in 
EU Member States where high female participation in the job market, already 
ahead of the Lisbon objectives, goes hand in hand with some of the highest birth 
rates in the European Union; notes, on the other hand, that the EU Member States 
with the lowest female employment rates are also those with the lowest birth rates;
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Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 45
Paragraph 9

9. Welcomes the exchange of best practice between the Member States via the open 
coordination method and points to the efficient management of demographic change 
in the Scandinavian countries and France, countries where high female participation 
in the job market goes hand in hand with some of the highest birth rates, a situation 
which the Commission should make the subject of a study in order to evaluate the 
correlation between these two phenomena, taking account of the availability of 
childcare facilities;

Or. fr

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 46
Paragraph 9 a (new)

9a. Urges the Member States, when creating conditions to increase participation in the 
labour market, inter alia to take account of the following elements: the wage 
differential between men and women, the tax system, including for the self-
employed, terms of employment and the division between men and women of tasks 
within the family and the household and in caring for others;

Or. nl

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 47
Paragraph 10

10. Calls on the Member States to identify equality of the sexes and working time balance 
as government priorities;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 48
Paragraph 11

11. Acknowledges the important role played by migrant women, and calls on the Member 
States to take account of the gender dimension and equal opportunities in policies 
for the economic and social integration of immigrants in order to help increase the 
involvement of immigrant women on the labour market and thus contribute to 
meeting some of the challenges posed by the declining birth rate;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 49
Paragraph 11

11. Emphasises the important role played by migrant women, and calls on the Member 
States to give them the place they deserve in their integration policies;

Or. fr

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 50
Paragraph 11

11. Acknowledges the important role played by migrant women, and calls on the Member 
States, in their integration policies, to provide these women with a fair reward for their 
investment in terms of human capital and to guarantee them all their rights;

Or. pt

Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 51
Paragraph 12

12. Regrets that the Green Paper does not give consideration to the growing number of 
(deletion) single-parent families, 85% of which are headed by women and most of 
which are subject to a higher risk of poverty;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 52
Paragraph 12

12. Regrets that the Green Paper does not mention the growing number of new family 
structures, particularly single-parent families, 85% of which are headed by women and 
most of which are subject to a higher risk of poverty and should therefore be given 
special support;

Or. pt

Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 53
Paragraph 12 a (new)

12a. Considers that it would be interesting to conduct a survey on the average level of 
maintenance and the actual payment of such maintenance in the EU Member 
States, as well as practices as regards the sharing of pension and social security 
entitlements;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 54
Paragraph 13

Deleted

Or. fr

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 55
Paragraph 13

13. Encourages the Member States to take specific measures, as part of their social and 
economic policies, to allow women, in particular those with responsibility for single-
parent families or families made up of several members to live dignified lives and to 
have access to vocational training and employment in line with the needs of the labour 
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market;

Or. fr

Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 56
Paragraph 13

13. Notes the experience of Member States in which there exists a ‘guaranteed minimum 
income’ in order to allow women to live dignified lives and to have access to 
vocational training in line with the needs of the labour market;

Or. fr

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 57
Paragraph 13

13. Invites the Member States to consider a ‘guaranteed minimum income’ in order to 
allow women to live dignified lives and to have better access to vocational training in 
line with the needs of the labour market;

Or. en

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 58
Paragraph 13

13. Stresses that poverty among women is characterised not solely by an  inadequate 
income but also by the absence of any labour market integration policy, very often 
depriving them of the possibility of returning to work, and therefore recommends 
that the Member States promote the financial attraction of work through female 
employment incentives;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 59
Paragraph 13 a (new)

13a. Encourages the Member States to base their action on best practice as regards 
employment policies from a gender perspective;

Or. fr

Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 60
Paragraph 14

14. Calls on the Member States to resolve the problems which remain following the 
transposition of Directive 92/85/CEE and to base their action, in cooperation with 
the social partners, on best practice as regards the length of maternity leave, which 
ranges from 14 weeks in some Member States to 28 in others, the compulsory period 
within this leave, the remuneration paid during this period and the entitlement of 
the women concerned to return to a job; calls also on the Member States to base 
their action on best practice as regards paternity leave and parental leave for both 
women and for men;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 61
Paragraph 14

14. Calls on the Member States to implement rules establishing paid maternity/paternity 
leave (deletion) following the birth of a child and to promote the right to parental 
leave shared equitably between women and men;

Or. fr

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 62
Paragraph 14

14. Calls on the Commission to revise Directive 96/34/EC on parental leave and the 
Member States to promote the use of the right to parental leave for both women and 
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men;

Or. fr

Amendment by Katerina Batzeli

Amendment 63
Paragraph 14

14. Calls on the Member States to implement rules establishing paid maternity/paternity 
leave of at least a year’s duration following the birth of a child, to be shared equitably, 
promoting the right to parental leave for both women and men; urges the Member 
States, to this end, to combat the economic, social and cultural prejudices associated 
with the right of parental leave for men and to offer men appropriate incentives to 
exercise that right;

Or. el

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer

Amendment 64
Paragraph 14

14. Calls on the Member States to implement rules establishing paid maternity/paternity 
leave of at least a year’s duration following the birth of a child, to be shared equitably, 
promoting the right to parental leave for both women and men; draws attention to the 
Scandinavian Model, in which paternity leave is compulsory and at least a third of 
the overall leave for both parents is lost when the father does not take this leave;

Or. en

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 65
Paragraph 14

14. Invites the Member States to consider rules establishing paid maternity/paternity 
leave of at least a year’s duration following the birth of a child, to be shared equitably, 
promoting the right to parental leave for both women and men;

Or. en
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 66
Paragraph 14 a (new)

14a. Calls on the Member States to take the necessary measures to modernise social 
protection systems, and in particular pensions, so as to guarantee their financial 
and social viability and enable them to cope with the impact of the ageing 
population;

Or. fr

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 67
Paragraph 15

15. Encourages the Member States to organise a child-friendly awareness raising 
campaign that recognises the joy and pleasure that children can bring to parents 
and society;

Or. en

Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 68
Paragraph 15

15. Encourages the Member States to organise awareness-raising campaigns on 
demographic issues and study cultural aspects affecting population levels and female 
employment;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 69
Paragraph 15 a (new)

15a. Recommends that the Member States implement social policies aimed at allowing 
everyone access to the care their state of health requires, especially in the case of 
disabled and dependent persons;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 70
Paragraph 15 b (new)

15b. Encourages the Member States to publicise best practice as regards remedying 
learning disabilities (e.g. supplying schools with PCs for dyslexic children) and 
assistance to be provided for disabled children;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 71
Paragraph 15 c (new)

15c. Recommends that the Member States implement policies to prevent the risks of 
exclusion, with particular reference to exclusion from school and becoming 
homeless, and points to the importance of giving priority to all measures aimed at 
maintaining family solidarity, in particular with regard to protecting the rights of 
children, while also respecting their parents' rights;

Or. fr

Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 72
Paragraph 15 d (new)

15d. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to give higher priority to 
combating the new dangers in society, in particular those due to improper use of the 
internet by children and adolescents, increasing consumption of cannabis and other 
drugs by adolescents and even children, including at school, the increasing 
dissemination of pornographic materials among such categories of young people 
and the rise in violence; calls on them also to disseminate the results of best practice 
in these areas;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 73
Paragraph 15 e (new)

15e. Reminds the Member States of the commitments they have made and which were 
approved by the European Council in Barcelona in 2002 to remove the obstacles to 
equal participation of women and men on the labour market and to set up childcare 
facilities before 2010 for children between the age of three and that of compulsory 
schooling; calls on the Member States to put forward similar objectives with regard 
to care facilities for elderly and dependent persons and the disabled;

Or. fr

Amendment by Amalia Sartori

Amendment 74
Paragraph 15 f (new)

15f. Calls on the Commission to carry out a study on the impact of taxation systems on 
demographic trends in the Member States;

Or. fr


