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Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 1
Recital 1

- having regard to the Presidency Conclusions of the Santa Maria da Feira European 
Council of 19 and 20 June 2000 and especially to the agreement that indicators 
should be defined as common references in the fight against social exclusion and 
the eradication of poverty,

Or. en

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 2
Recital A

A.

whereas, according to statistics from OECD sources, the population of the countries
belonging to that organisation is ageing, and, while there are currently 38 people in 
retirement for every 100 workers, if employment policy remains unchanged, this 
figure could rise to as many as 70 people in retirement for every 100 workers,

Or. fr
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Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 3
Recital B

B. whereas the 2005 Report of the United Nations Population Fund states, among other 
things, that efforts to eradicate poverty throughout the world will not be successful 
unless measures are taken quickly to combat unequal conditions based on gender and
increasingly commonplace sexual violence against women and the impunity enjoyed 
by its perpetrators,

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 4
Recital B a (new)

Ba. whereas combating the differential treatment of men and women must remain a 
priority in the social policies pursued by the European Union,

Or. fr

Amendment by Edit Bauer

Amendment 5
Recital C

deleted

Or. sk

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 6
Recital C

C. whereas, according to the joint report on social protection and social inclusion, 15% 
of the Community's population was in danger of social exclusion and poverty in 
2002, and vulnerable sectors of the population, including children, are often those 
most exposed to the risks of poverty and exclusion,

Or. fr
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Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 7
Recital C a (new)

Ca. whereas women are under-represented in political decision-making bodies 
throughout the Union and, in some Member States and candidate countries, the 
percentage of women members of parliament is lower than the world average of 
15,6%,

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 8
Paragraph 1

1. Recommends that gender equality be recognised as an eighth priority and added to 
the seven others already singled out in the Commission communication;

Or. fr

Amendment by Edit Bauer

Amendment 9
Paragraph 1

1. Recommends that the principle of gender mainstreaming be applied consistently 
when promoting the priorities in the area of social protection and social integration;

Or. sk

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 10
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Emphasises that increasing female activity rates must be viewed not only as a 
necessary safeguard against the risk of poverty, which primarily affects women, but 
also as a means of maintaining the balance between the number of persons 
economically active and those inactive, which is endangered by the ageing of the 
population;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 11
Paragraph 2

2. Reaffirms the need not only to gather but also to analyse comparable and reliable 
information and statistics, broken down if possible by age and gender, on poverty 
and social exclusion, especially that affecting under-privileged sectors of the 
population, and on the implementation of gender equality; recommends that 
heightened importance be attached to the assessments that the future Institute for 
gender equality could provide on the basis of such information and statistics;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 12
Paragraph 2

2. Suggests that greater attention be paid to evaluating information and statistics that will 
be analysed by the newly established Institute for gender equality;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 13
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Recommends that Member States support a policy of growth and female 
employment by facilitating women's access to quality jobs and promoting equal 
wage conditions;

Or. fr

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 14
Paragraph 3

3. Calls on Member States and the Commission to take action to eradicate child 
poverty in order to prevent this continuing from one generation to the next, and to 
promote children's rights, including the right to education and to adequate health 
care; 
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Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 15
Paragraph 3

3. Agrees with the emphasis placed on eradicating child poverty, but at the same time 
points out that this situation is closely linked to the issue of equal opportunities;
emphasises that children from single-parent families, or whose parents are not 
economically active or are unemployed, as well as children with many siblings, are 
particularly vulnerable, and that Member States should consequently be invited to 
develop policies aimed at eradicating social exclusion when this impacts on 
children;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 16
Paragraph 4

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment by Edit Bauer

Amendment 17
Paragraph 4

4. Points out that, according to Eurostat sources, a third of births in the EU now occur 
outside the institution of marriage, and this figure is growing annually. This trend 
bears witness to the need to find effective mechanisms promoting the proper 
functioning of different types of family as an institution (deletion);

Or. sk

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 18
Paragraph 4

4. Points out that the risk of poverty is significantly higher for the unemployed, single 
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parent households (mainly headed by women), older people living alone (also 
especially women) and families with several dependants; stresses that children who 
grow up in poverty are more likely to suffer from poorer health, do less well 
educationally and are at a higher risk of future unemployment;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 19
Paragraph 4

4. Emphasises the need to provide for the adoption of measures to promote the role of 
the family as a force for social cohesion and inter-generational solidarity;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 20
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Recommends that Member States pursue a sustained policy on employment aimed at 
supporting flexibility, maintaining the quality of employment and ensuring that 
criteria of equal treatment between the sexes are met in the context of recruitment, 
access to training and career advancement;

Or. fr

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 21
Paragraph 4 b (new)

4b. Invites the Member States to take specific measures in their social and economic 
policies to encourage the social integration of disadvantaged persons, including 
single-parent families, large families, the disabled, ethnic minorities and 
immigrants; these measures should cover, inter alia, the combating of all types of 
discrimination, improved access to employment, professional training and career 
development, the reconciliation of professional and family life and the right to equal 
access to health care and decent accommodation;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 22
Paragraph 4 c (new)

4c. Calls on the Commission to ensure a follow-up to the 1992 recommendation on 
minimum guaranteed income to be provided by  Member States' social protection 
systems within the context of an overall policy to promote the economic and 
social integration of those receiving that benefit;

Or. en

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 23
Paragraph 4 d (new)

4d. Recommends that Member States pursue a sustained policy on employment aimed at 
supporting flexibility, maintaining the quality of employment and ensuring that 
criteria of equal treatment between the sexes are met in the context of recruitment, 
access to training and career advancement;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 24
Paragraph 4 e (new)

4e. Emphasises that employment must be viewed as the most effective safeguard against 
poverty and consequently that the financial attractiveness of work should be 
maintained through incentives to female employment and setting qualitative objectives 
for the jobs that are offered;

Or. fr

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 25
Paragraph 5

5. Points out that in order to guarantee the continued financing of social protection 
systems, including pensions, the increasing length of human life should be 
accompanied by strategies to promote the active ageing of workers, on the one hand, 
and by an improvement in the quality of life for all on the other, as expressed, inter 
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alia, in an adaptation of the rhythm and quality of work and in equal access to 
services, including health care and social security services, as well as to education 
and vocational training;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 26
Paragraph 5 a (new)

5a. Recommends that, in order to limit the exclusion of persons over the age of 50 and 
to help them remain on the job market, Member States guard against the risks of 
exclusion from the world of work by developing access to lifelong learning;

Or. fr

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer, Raül Romeva i Rueda

Amendment 27
Paragraph 6

6. Recommends that Member States give priority to a reform of statutory pension 
insurance schemes based on the principle of solidarity with the aim of securing 
pensions in keeping with the standard of living and providing a basic level of 
protection against poverty among the elderly and maintaining the principle of parity 
funding by employers and employees in the case of pay as you go pension schemes;

Or. en

Amendment by Edit Bauer

Amendment 28
Paragraph 6

6. Recommends that pension systems should not only consist of a wide range of forms of 
social and supplementary insurance (whether laid down by law or private) but should 
also guarantee, to the greatest possible extent, social justice in pension systems;

Or. sk
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 29
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Points to the importance of involving in the social inclusion process all the players 
concerned at national, regional and local level, the social partners, non-
governmental organisations and civil society, and encourages the Member States to 
harness in full the possibilities offered by the open method of coordination 
procedure in this area;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 30
Paragraph 6 b (new)

6b. Stresses the need to take every action to promote social protection aimed at reducing 
poverty and mitigating disparities; emphasises the fact, therefore, that there can be 
no gender equality or countering of discrimination in all its forms in Europe 
without recognition of a health care system that allows access to free medical care 
and prevention for all members of the public living below the poverty line in their 
country;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 31
Paragraph 6 c (new)

6c. Emphasises, moreover, that young people are particularly vulnerable to social 
exclusion owing to the difficulties which confront them on leaving education and 
entering the world of work; recommends, therefore, that Member States develop 
measures aimed specifically at young people and especially at those who face 
difficulties in the transition from education to employment, who are not in the 
education system or who have no training;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Edit Bauer

Amendment 32
Paragraph 7

7. Points out that an active social policy and the preservation of social cohesion are 
among the pillars and fundamental principles of the EU (deletion);

Or. sk

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 33
Paragraph 7

7. Points out that an active social policy and the preservation of the welfare state are 
among the fundamental objectives that the European Union must pursue in the context 
of globalisation and international economic competition;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 34
Paragraph 7

7. Points out that an active social policy and the preservation of social cohesion are among 
the pillars and fundamental principles of the European Union which it must continue 
to support very actively in the current context of globalisation;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 35
Paragraph 7 a (new)

7a. Recommends that Member States work towards the development of social monitoring 
systems enabling any person in serious difficulty to be attended to and provided with 
information, guidance and housing solutions;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Edit Bauer

Amendment 36
Paragraph 8

8. Calls on the Member States to concentrate their efforts on the social integration of 
immigrants from culturally different regions of the world whose cultural values and 
traditions differ from the values and traditions of the Member States;

Or. sk

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 37
Paragraph 8

8. Suggests going more deeply into issues of social integration, particularly as regards 
immigrants, and that action be taken against intolerance and in support of equal 
rights; emphasises that combating discrimination in all its forms should hinge around 
educational efforts aimed at changing mentalities, and that this could be facilitated by 
raising the profile of citizen actions, including ones aimed at young people;

Or. fr

Amendment by Claire Gibault

Amendment 38
Paragraph 8 a (new)

8a. Calls on political parties at national and European level to review their organisational 
structures and the procedures they apply so as to remove the direct and indirect 
obstacles to non-discriminatory participation by women, and to adopt appropriate 
strategies for achieving a more equitable balance between the representation of 
women and that of men within elected assemblies;

Or. fr


