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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 10
Recital 2

(2) In order to contribute to the enhancement 
of competitiveness and innovation capacity 
in the Community, the advancement of the 
knowledge society, and sustainable 
development based on balanced economic 
growth, a Competitiveness and Innovation
Framework Programme (hereinafter “the 
Framework Programme”) should be 
established.

(2) In order to contribute to the enhancement 
of competitiveness and innovation capacity
in the Community, which should lead to 
social progress and cohesion, the 
advancement of the knowledge society, and 
sustainable development based on balanced 
economic growth, a Competitiveness and 
Innovation Framework Programme 
(hereinafter “the Framework Programme”) 
should be established.

Or. en

Justification

The enhancement of competitiveness and innovation capacity should benefit to the European 
Union citizens and contribute to the improvement of social progress and cohesion.
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 11
Recital 3

(3) This is in line with the Communication 
from the Commission to the Spring 
European Council entitled “Working 
together for growth and jobs – a new start 
for the Lisbon Strategy”, which calls for 
actions to deliver growth and 
competitiveness and to make Europe a more 
attractive place to invest and work, recalling 
that entrepreneurial initiative must be 
stimulated, sufficient risk capital attracted to 
start up businesses, and a strong European 
industrial base sustained whilst innovation 
and notably eco-innovation, that is, 
innovation related to or using environmental 
technologies, the uptake of information and 
communication technologies (ICT) and the 
sustainable use of resources should be 
promoted. Whilst competitiveness is to a 
large measure driven by vibrant business 
operating in open and competitive markets 
and supported by the right framework 
conditions, in particular by a regulatory 
framework conducive to innovation, 
Community financing has a role to play in 
leveraging support and providing 
complementary funding in order to tackle 
situations of market failure.

(3) This is in line with the Communication 
from the Commission to the Spring 
European Council entitled “Working 
together for growth and jobs – a new start 
for the Lisbon Strategy”, which calls for 
actions to deliver growth and 
competitiveness and to make Europe a more 
attractive place to invest and work, recalling 
that entrepreneurial initiative must be 
stimulated, the number of jobs increased 
and their quality improved, sufficient risk 
capital attracted to start up businesses, and a 
strong European industrial base sustained 
whilst innovation and notably 
ecoinnovation, that is, innovation related to 
or using environmental technologies, the 
uptake of information and communication 
technologies (ICT) and the sustainable use 
of resources should be promoted. Whilst 
competitiveness is to a large measure driven 
by vibrant business operating in open, 
competitive and non-discriminatory 
markets and supported by the right 
framework conditions, in particular by a 
regulatory framework conducive to 
innovation, Community financing has a role 
to play in leveraging support and providing 
complementary funding in order to tackle 
situations of market failure.

Or. en

Justification

The creation of more businesses and the strengthening of the entrepreneurial spirit should 
contribute not only to developing jobs in the market but also to improving existing ones. In 
addition, a market without any form of discrimination is essential for competitiveness and 
growth.
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 12
Recital 7 a (new)

(7a) The gender dimension and gender 
equality should be taken into account in all 
the programmes and activities covered by 
the Framework Programme.

Or. en

Justification

All the activities and specific programmes covered by the Framework programme should take 
into account gender dimension and gender equality in order to allow a full and effective 
participation of women.

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 13
Recital 12

(12) The Framework Programme and the 
specific programmes should be regularly 
monitored and evaluated in order to allow 
for readjustments.

(12) The Framework Programme and the 
specific programmes should be regularly 
monitored and evaluated in order to allow 
for readjustments. Where possible, 
evaluation reports will examine the gender 
dimension and the respect of the principle 
of non discrimination in programme 
activities .

Or. en

Justification

Evaluation on the gender dimension and the respect of the principle of non discrimination is 
fundamental in order to ensure that the participation in the programme is open to all without 
exclusions.

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 14
Recital 14

(14) The growth and competitiveness of (14) The growth and competitiveness of 
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enterprises in industrial and service sectors 
depends on their ability to adjust quickly to 
change and to exploit their innovative 
potential. This challenge concerns 
enterprises of all size, but is particularly 
acute for smaller enterprises. It is therefore 
appropriate to establish a specific 
programme, entitled “the Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation programme”.

enterprises in industrial and service sectors 
depends on their ability to adjust quickly to 
change and to exploit their innovative 
potential as well as the potential of their 
workforce, without discrimination. This 
challenge concerns enterprises of all size, 
but is particularly acute for smaller 
enterprises. It is therefore appropriate to 
establish a specific programme,entitled “the 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
programme”.

Or. en

Justification

The effective exploitation of the potential of all workers is necessary for enterprises to be 
competitive and adjust to change.

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 15
Recital 18

(18) The European Investment Fund (EIF) is 
the Community’s specialised vehicle for
providing risk capital and guarantee 
instruments for SMEs. It contributes to the 
pursuit of Community objectives, including 
a knowledge-based society, innovation, 
growth, employment and the promotion of 
entrepreneurial spirit. The EIF ensures the 
required continuity in the management of 
Community programmes and has gathered 
extensive experience therein. The operation 
by the EIF of Community financial 
instruments for SMEs on behalf of the 
Commission has therefore been considered a 
good practice by independent evaluations. 
The EIF has also the expertise to support 
emerging actions based on public-private 
partnerships launched by Member States 
aiming at attracting high-risk investment 
streams from the capital markets to the 
benefit of innovative small businesses.

(18) The European Investment Fund (EIF) is 
the Community’s specialised vehicle for
providing risk capital and guarantee 
instruments for SMEs. It contributes to the 
pursuit of Community objectives, including 
a knowledge-based society, innovation, 
growth, employment and the promotion of 
entrepreneurial spirit. The EIF ensures the 
required continuity in the management of 
Community programmes and has gathered 
extensive experience therein. The operation 
by the EIF of Community financial 
instruments for SMEs on behalf of the 
Commission has therefore been considered a 
good practice by independent evaluations. 
The EIF has also the expertise to support 
emerging actions based on public-private 
partnerships launched by Member States 
aiming at attracting high-risk investment 
streams from the capital markets to the 
benefit of innovative small businesses and to 
create microfinancing facilities for flexible 
forms of family and female-run businesses
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which use innovative forms of technology.

Or. en

Justification

The difficulty to access adequate forms of financing is often referred to as the main obstacle 
for competitiveness and innovation, in particular for SMEs and small family and female 
businesses.

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 16
Recital 21

(21) The Community must equip itself with 
a sound analytical basis to support policy 
making in the fields of SMEs, 
entrepreneurship, innovation and 
competitiveness in industrial sectors. Such a 
basis should add value to the information 
available at the national level in these fields. 
The Community should provide for the 
common development of competitiveness 
strategies for industrial and service sectors, 
and for the promotion of best practices in 
relation to an entrepreneurial environment 
and culture, including corporate social 
responsibility and equal gender 
opportunity, and to promote the emergence 
of young entrepreneurs.

(21) The Community must equip itself with 
a sound analytical basis to support policy
making in the fields of SMEs, 
entrepreneurship, innovation and 
competitiveness in industrial sectors. Such a 
basis should add value to the information 
available at the national level in these fields. 
The Community should provide for the 
common development of competitiveness 
strategies for industrial and service sectors, 
for the promotion of best practices and 
exchange of experience in relation to an 
entrepreneurial environment, and for the 
continuous upgrading of the educational 
level of workers with the aims, inter alia , 
of promoting the emergence of young 
entrepreneurs, of developing an 
entrepreneurial culture for both men and 
women, and fostering corporate social 
responsibility based on the principle of 
equal opportunities and equal treatment for 
men and women in respect of training, 
employment and lifelong learning.

Or. en

Justification

The principles of equal opportunities and equal treatment between men and women should be 
included in every policy and strategy regarding competitiveness, innovation and 
entrepreneurship within the fields of industry and services.
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 17
Recital 27

(27) ICT provide the backbone for the 
knowledge economy. They account for 
around half of the productivity growth in 
modern economies and provide unique 
solutions to address the key societal 
challenges. The improvement of public 
sector and general interest services needs to 
be conducted in close collaboration with the 
relevant Community policies, for example, 
in the fields of public health, education and 
training, environment, transport and internal 
market development and competition.

(27) ICT provide the backbone for the 
knowledge economy. They account for 
around half of the productivity growth in 
modern economies and provide unique 
solutions to address the key societal 
challenges. The improvement of public 
sector and general interest services needs to 
be conducted in close collaboration with the 
relevant Community policies, for example, 
in the fields of public health, childcare and 
care for dependant persons, education and 
training, environment, transport and internal 
market development and competition.

Or. en

Justification

Children and dependant persons require specific services which need to be improved.

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 18
Recital 28

(28) The deployment and best use of 
innovative ICT based solutions should be 
stimulated, in particular for services in areas 
of public interest. Community support 
should also facilitate the coordination and 
the implementation of actions for developing 
the Information society across the Member 
States.

(28) The deployment and best use of 
innovative ICT based solutions should be 
stimulated, in particular for services in areas 
of public interest. Community support 
should also facilitate the coordination and 
the implementation of actions for developing 
a non-exclusive Information society across 
the Member States.

Or. en

Justification

For consistency reasons with articles 2, 26 and 29 of the proposal.
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 19
Article 8, paragraph 2, subparagraph 1

The Framework Programme and its specific 
programmes shall be subject to interim and 
final evaluations which shall examine issues 
such as relevance, coherence and synergies, 
effectiveness, efficiency, sustainability and 
utility.

The Framework Programme and its specific 
programmes shall be subject to interim and 
final evaluations which shall examine issues 
such as relevance, coherence and synergies, 
effectiveness, efficiency, sustainability and 
utility. Where possible, such evaluations 
will examine the gender dimension and the 
respect of the principle of non 
discrimination in programme activities.

Or. en

Justification

cf amendment 13.

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 20
Article 10, paragraph 2, point (a)

(a) access to finance for the start-up and 
growth of SMEs and investment in 
innovation activities, including eco-
innovation;

(a) access to finance, including access by
young entrepreneurs, both male and 
female, for the start-up and growth of SMEs 
and investment in innovation activities, 
including eco-innovation;

Or. en

Justification

Young people's entrepreneurship should be encouraged including through equal access to 
finance for the start-up of their enterprises.

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 21
Article 29, point (c)

(c) improving the quality, efficiency and 
availability of electronic services in areas of 
public interest and for ICT enabled 

(c) improving the accessibility, the quality, 
efficiency and availability of electronic 
services in areas of public interest and for 
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participation, including interoperable pan-
European or cross border public services as 
well as the development of common interest 
building blocks and sharing good practices.

ICT enabled participation, including 
interoperable pan- European or cross border 
public services as well as the development 
of common interest building blocks and 
sharing good practices.

Or. en

Justification

Access to electronic services in areas of public interest should also be improved in order to 
avoid that some persons be excluded from these public services because they do not have 
access to electronic services.


