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Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 12
Recital 1

(1) In the event of major disasters or crisis 
situations, the Community should show its 
solidarity with the Member States and the 
population concerned by providing financial 
assistance to contribute to a rapid return to 
normal living conditions in the affected 
regions and by contributing to financial 
compensation for the victims of terrorism.

(1) In the event of major disasters or major
crisis situations, the Community should 
show its solidarity with the Member States 
and the population concerned by providing 
financial assistance to contribute to a rapid 
return to normal living conditions in the 
affected regions.

Or. en
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Justification

Taking into account the limited financial resources of the Fund and the vagueness of the word
“terrorism”, financial assistance from the Fund should only be used to alleviate damages 
incurred as a result of major disasters or major crisis situations.

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 13
Recital 1

(1) In the event of major disasters or crisis 
situations, the Community should show its 
solidarity with the Member States and the 
population concerned by providing financial 
assistance to contribute to a rapid return to 
normal living conditions in the affected 
regions and by contributing to financial 
compensation for the victims of terrorism.

(1) In the event of major disasters or crisis 
situations, the Community should show its 
solidarity with the Member States and the 
population concerned by providing financial 
assistance to contribute to a rapid return to 
normal living conditions in the affected 
regions and by contributing to financial 
compensation for the victims.

Or. pt

Justification

Financial compensation should be extended to all victims of crises and disasters covered by 
this Regulation.

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 14
Recital 1

(1) In the event of major disasters or crisis 
situations, the Community should show its 
solidarity with the Member States and the 
population concerned by providing financial 
assistance to contribute to a rapid return to 
normal living conditions in the affected 
regions and by contributing to financial 
compensation for the victims of terrorism.

(1) Taking the term 'disaster' to mean any 
destructive event that occasions serious 
harm to the population and the 
environment such as flood, fire or drought, 
and whereas in the event of major disasters 
or crisis situations, the Community should 
show its solidarity with the Member States,
and above all with the population concerned,
by providing financial assistance to 
contribute to a rapid return to normal living 
conditions in the affected regions and by 
contributing to financial compensation for 
the victims of disasters or acts of terrorism.

Or. es
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Justification

The notion of 'disaster' should be defined, since this will enable the extent and severity of each 
disaster to be guaged. Moreover, people affected by any type of disaster are victims whenever 
their normal living conditions are altered, be this economically or psychologically.

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 15
Recital 1

(1) In the event of major disasters or crisis 
situations, the Community should show its 
solidarity with the Member States and the 
population concerned by providing financial 
assistance to contribute to a rapid return to 
normal living conditions in the affected 
regions and by contributing to financial 
compensation for the victims of terrorism.

(1) In the event of major disasters or crisis 
situations, the Community should show its 
solidarity with the Member States and the 
population concerned by providing financial 
assistance to contribute to a rapid return to 
normal living conditions in the affected 
regions and by contributing to financial 
compensation for the victims of terrorism, 
without being a substitute for the competent 
public and private authorities.

Or. fr

Justification

EU solidarity should not be a substitute for efforts by the Member States or for insurance 
provision, but should abide by the subsidiarity principle.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 16
Recital 1 a (new)

(1a) The Solidarity Fund enables the 
Community to act in cases of disaster or 
large-scale crisis. It will also make a major 
contribution to enabling the Union to act in 
a more effective and targeted fashion in 
areas where the citizens expect its action. 
We therefore need to ensure that the Fund 
receives financing in keeping with its remit, 
so that the Community can, in all 
circumstances, go on enlarging its scope in 
conditions that correspond to our citizens' 
expectations. This means that the 
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Community, in its clearly-defined areas of 
action, needs to have sufficient resources, 
even in years of grave crisis.

Or. pt

Justification

The amendment reinforces the character of the Solidarity Fund, which enables the 
Community to act in case of major disasters or crises.

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 17
Recital 2

(2) The Community should also show 
solidarity with the countries negotiating their 
accession to the European Union.

(2) The Community should also show 
solidarity with the countries negotiating their 
accession to the European Union, which 
makes it necessary to provide for some 
other mechanism of an exceptional nature 
that enables the Union to meet the needs 
occasioned by a major disaster.

Or. es

Justification

Although the volume of financial coverage has been sufficient to cater for the requests 
received in recent years, it is doubtful that it could meet the needs arising from a major 
disaster such as an earthquake.

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 18
Recital 3

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations may
result from natural, industrial and 
technological events, including marine 
pollution and radiological threats, or from 
public health emergencies, in particular an 
officially declared influenza pandemic, or 
acts of terrorism. Existing economic and 
social cohesion instruments are able to 

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations 
usually have their origin in natural, 
industrial and technological events. Existing 
economic and social cohesion instruments 
are able to finance risk-prevention measures 
and the repair of damaged infrastructure. 
The European Union Solidarity Fund 
established by Council Regulation (EC) No 
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finance risk-prevention measures and the 
repair of damaged infrastructure. The 
European Union Solidarity Fund established 
by Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/20021

enables the Community to help in mobilising 
emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to the short-
term restoration of damaged key 
infrastructure so that economic activity can 
resume in the disaster-stricken regions. That 
Fund is however mainly limited to natural 
disasters. Provision should also be made to 
allow the Community to intervene in the 
event of crisis situations having a non-
natural origin.

2012/20022 enables the Community to help 
in mobilising emergency services to meet 
the immediate needs of the persons affected 
and contribute to the short-term restoration 
of damaged key infrastructure so that 
economic and social activity can resume in 
the disaster-stricken regions. However, 
although that Fund is mainly limited to 
natural disasters, it is also necessary for the 
European Union to have at its disposal a 
sound and flexible instrument to allow the 
Community to send a clear signal to 
citizens affected by major emergency 
situations, such as terrorist attacks.

Or. es

Justification

Today more than ever the Union should be as close to the citizens as possible in carrying out 
its actions. People affected by any type of incident or disaster are victims whenever their 
normal living conditions are altered, be this economically or psychologically.

Amendment by Luis Manuel Capoulas Santos

Amendment 19
Recital 3

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations 
may result from natural, industrial 
and technological events, including 
marine pollution and radiological 
threats, or from public health 
emergencies, in particular an 
officially declared influenza 
pandemic, or acts of terrorism. 
Existing economic and social 
cohesion instruments are able to 
finance risk-prevention measures and 
the repair of damaged infrastructure. 
The European Union Solidarity Fund 
established by Council Regulation 

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations may 
result from natural events having 
immediate devastating effects, such as 
floods and forest fires, or characterised by 
slow development, such as drought, from 
industrial and technological events,
including marine pollution and radiological 
threats, or from public health emergencies, 
in particular an officially declared influenza 
pandemic, or acts of terrorism. Existing 
economic and social cohesion instruments 
are able to finance risk-prevention measures 
and the repair of damaged infrastructure. 
The European Union Solidarity Fund 
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(EC) No 2012/20021 enables the 
Community to help in mobilising 
emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to 
the short-term restoration of damaged 
key infrastructure so that economic 
activity can resume in the disaster-
stricken regions. That Fund is 
however mainly limited to natural 
disasters. Provision should also be 
made to allow the Community to 
intervene in the event of crisis 
situations having a non-natural 
origin.

established by Council Regulation (EC) No 
2012/20022 enables the Community to help 
in mobilising emergency services to meet 
people's immediate needs and contribute to 
the short-term restoration of damaged key 
infrastructure so that economic activity can 
resume in the disaster-stricken regions. That 
Fund is however mainly limited to natural 
disasters. Provision should also be made to 
allow the Community to intervene in the 
event of crisis situations having a non-
natural origin.

Or. pt

Justification

In the absence of a clear definition of 'natural disaster', it appears correct to clarify the most 
frequently recurring situations. We also need to consider response capacity for slowly-
evolving natural disasters such as drought.

Amendment by Luis Manuel Capoulas Santos

Amendment 20
Recital 3

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations 
may result from natural, industrial 
and technological events, including 
marine pollution and radiological 
threats, or from public health 
emergencies, in particular an 
officially declared influenza 
pandemic, or acts of terrorism. 
Existing economic and social 
cohesion instruments are able to 
finance risk-prevention measures and 
the repair of damaged infrastructure. 

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations may 
result from natural, industrial and 
technological events, including marine 
pollution and radiological threats, or from 
public health emergencies, in particular an 
officially declared influenza pandemic, or 
acts of terrorism. Existing economic and 
social cohesion instruments are able to 
finance risk-prevention measures and the 
repair of damaged infrastructure. The 
European Union Solidarity Fund established 
by Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/20022

enables the Community to help in mobilising 
    

1 OJ L 311, 14.11.2002, p. 3.
2 OJ L 311, 14.11.2002, p. 3.
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The European Union Solidarity Fund 
established by Council Regulation 
(EC) No 2012/20021 enables the 
Community to help in mobilising 
emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to 
the short-term restoration of damaged 
key infrastructure so that economic 
activity can resume in the disaster-
stricken regions. That Fund is 
however mainly limited to natural 
disasters. Provision should also be 
made to allow the Community to 
intervene in the event of crisis 
situations having a non-natural 
origin.

emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to the short-
term restoration of damaged key 
infrastructure, as well as to the preservation 
of the productive potential affected, with 
specific reference to livestock of high 
genetic and reproductive value, so that 
economic activity can resume in the disaster-
stricken regions. That Fund is however 
mainly limited to natural disasters. Provision 
should also be made to allow the 
Community to intervene in the event of 
crisis situations having a non-natural origin.

Or. pt

Justification

In the absence of a clear definition of 'natural disaster', it appears correct to clarify the most 
frequently recurring situations. We also need to consider response capacity for slowly-
evolving natural disasters such as drought.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 21
Recital 3

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations may 
result from natural, industrial and 
technological events, including 
marine pollution and radiological 
threats, or from public health 
emergencies, in particular an 
officially declared influenza 
pandemic, or acts of terrorism. 
Existing economic and social 
cohesion instruments are able to 
finance risk-prevention measures and 
the repair of damaged infrastructure. 

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations may 
result from natural, industrial and 
technological events, including marine 
pollution and radiological threats, or from 
public health emergencies, in particular an 
officially declared influenza pandemic, acts 
of terrorism, fire, drought or flood. Existing 
economic and social cohesion instruments 
are able to finance risk-prevention measures 
and the repair of damaged infrastructure. 
The European Union Solidarity Fund 
established by Council Regulation (EC) No 
2012/20022 enables the Community to help 

    
1 OJ L 311, 14.11.2002, p. 3.
2 OJ L 311, 14.11.2002, p. 3.
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The European Union Solidarity Fund 
established by Council Regulation 
(EC) No 2012/20021 enables the 
Community to help in mobilising 
emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to 
the short-term restoration of damaged 
key infrastructure so that economic 
activity can resume in the disaster-
stricken regions. That Fund is 
however mainly limited to natural 
disasters. Provision should also be 
made to allow the Community to 
intervene in the event of crisis 
situations having a non-natural 
origin.

in mobilising emergency services to meet 
people's immediate needs and contribute to 
the short-term restoration of damaged key 
infrastructure so that economic activity can 
resume in the disaster-stricken regions. That 
Fund is however mainly limited to natural 
disasters. Provision should also be made to 
allow the Community to intervene in the 
event of crisis situations having a non-
natural origin and for which responsibility 
cannot be sufficiently identified,

Or. pt

Justification

The aim of this amendment is to incorporate all possible types of natural disaster. 

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 22
Recital 3

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations may 
result from natural, industrial and 
technological events, including marine 
pollution and radiological threats, or from 
public health emergencies, in particular an 
officially declared influenza pandemic, or 
acts of terrorism. Existing economic and 
social cohesion instruments are able to 
finance risk-prevention measures and the 
repair of damaged infrastructure. The 
European Union Solidarity Fund established 
by Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/20023

enables the Community to help in mobilising 

(3) Major environmental, industrial and 
technological disasters may result from 
natural or man-made events, including 
marine pollution and radiological threats, or 
from public health emergencies, in particular 
an officially declared influenza pandemic, or 
acts of terrorism. Existing economic and 
social cohesion instruments are able to 
finance risk-prevention measures and the 
repair of damaged infrastructure. The 
European Union Solidarity Fund established 
by Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/20024

enables the Community to help in mobilising 

    
1 OJ L 311, 14.11.2002, p. 3.
2 OJ L 311, 14.11.2002, p. 3.
3 OJ L 311, 14.11.2002, p. 3.
4 OJ L 311, 14.11.2002, p. 3.
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emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to the short-
term restoration of damaged key 
infrastructure so that economic activity can 
resume in the disaster-stricken regions. That 
Fund is however mainly limited to natural 
disasters. Provision should also be made to 
allow the Community to intervene in the 
event of crisis situations having a non-
natural origin.

emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to the short-
term restoration of damaged key 
infrastructure so that economic activity can 
resume in the disaster-stricken regions. That 
Fund is however mainly intended for 
disasters resulting from natural causes. 
Provision should also be made to allow the 
Community to intervene in the event of 
crisis situations having a non-natural origin.

Or. it

Justification

A distinction should be drawn between 'environmental' disasters and crisis situations with 
various origins and effects. In addition, the concept of 'natural disasters' may be misleading, 
since it would exclude from the scope of the regulation all those situations, such as most 
forest fires, not resulting from natural causes but from malicious or culpable human 
intervention. It is preferable to use the expression 'environmental disasters', referring to the 
effects of the disaster rather than the causes. 

Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 23
Recital 3

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations may 
result from natural, industrial and 
technological events, including marine 
pollution and radiological threats, or from 
public health emergencies, in particular an 
officially declared influenza pandemic, or 
acts of terrorism. Existing economic and 
social cohesion instruments are able to 
finance risk-prevention measures and the 
repair of damaged infrastructure. The 
European Union Solidarity Fund established 
by Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 
enables the Community to help in mobilising 
emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to the short-
term restoration of damaged key 
infrastructure so that economic activity can 
resume in the disaster-stricken regions. That 
Fund is however mainly limited to natural 
disasters. Provision should also be made to 
allow the Community to intervene in the 

(3) Major disasters or major crisis situations 
may result from natural, industrial and 
technological events, including marine 
pollution and radiological threats, or from 
public health emergencies, in particular an 
officially declared influenza pandemic. 
Existing economic and social cohesion 
instruments are able to finance risk-
prevention measures and the repair of 
damaged infrastructure. The European 
Union Solidarity Fund established by 
Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/20028 

enables the Community to help in mobilising 
emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to the short-
term restoration of damaged key 
infrastructure so that economic activity can 
resume in the disaster-stricken regions. That 
Fund is however mainly limited to natural 
disasters. Provision should also be made to 
allow the Community to intervene in the 
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event of crisis situations having a non-
natural origin.

event of crisis situations having a non-
natural origin.

Or. en

Justification

Taking into account the limited financial resources of the Fund and the vagueness of the word 
“terrorism”, financial assistance from the Fund should only be used to alleviate damages 
incurred as a result of major disasters or major crisis situations.

Amendment by Simon Busuttil

Amendment 24
Recital 3

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations may 
result from natural, industrial and 
technological events, including marine 
pollution and radiological threats, or from 
public health emergencies, in particular an 
officially declared influenza pandemic, or 
acts of terrorism. Existing economic and 
social cohesion instruments are able to 
finance risk-prevention measures and the 
repair of damaged infrastructure. The 
European Union Solidarity Fund established 
by Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 
enables the Community to help in mobilising 
emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to the short-
term restoration of damaged key 
infrastructure so that economic activity can 
resume in the disaster-stricken regions. That 
Fund is however mainly limited to natural 
disasters. Provision should also be made to 
allow the Community to intervene in the 
event of crisis situations having a non-
natural origin.

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations may 
result from natural, industrial and 
technological events, including marine 
pollution and radiological threats, from 
public health emergencies, or from terrorist 
attacks. Existing economic and social 
cohesion instruments are able to finance 
risk-prevention measures and the repair of 
damaged infrastructure. The European 
Union Solidarity Fund established by 
Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 
enables the Community to help in mobilising 
emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to the short-
term restoration of damaged key 
infrastructure so that economic activity can 
resume in the disaster-stricken regions. That 
Fund is however mainly limited to natural 
disasters. Provision should also be made to 
allow the Community to intervene in the 
event of crisis situations having a non-
natural origin.

Or. en
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Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar, Inés Ayala Sender, 
Miguel Angel Martínez Martínez

Amendment 25
Recital 3

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations may 
result from natural, industrial and 
technological events, including marine 
pollution and radiological threats, or from 
public health emergencies, in particular an 
officially declared influenza pandemic, or 
acts of terrorism. Existing economic and 
social cohesion instruments are able to 
finance risk-prevention measures and the 
repair of damaged infrastructure. The 
European Union Solidarity Fund established 
by Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/20021

enables the Community to help in mobilising 
emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to the short-
term restoration of damaged key 
infrastructure so that economic activity can 
resume in the disaster-stricken regions. That 
Fund is however mainly limited to natural 
disasters. Provision should also be made to 
allow the Community to intervene in the 
event of crisis situations having a non-
natural origin.

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations may 
result from natural, industrial and 
technological events, including marine 
pollution, floods, fires, drought, frost and 
radiological threats, or from public health 
emergencies, in particular an officially 
declared influenza pandemic, or acts of
terrorism. Existing economic and social 
cohesion instruments are able to finance 
risk-prevention measures and the repair of 
damaged infrastructure. The European 
Union Solidarity Fund established by 
Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/20022

enables the Community to help in mobilising 
emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to the short-
term restoration of damaged key 
infrastructure so that economic activity can 
resume in the disaster-stricken regions. That 
Fund is however mainly limited to natural 
disasters. Provision should also be made to 
allow the Community to intervene in the 
event of crisis situations having a non-
natural origin.

Or. es

Justification

Drought and frost should be considered serious natural disasters given the extent and nature 
of the damage occasioned to the agriculture sector and the scale of the long-term impact on 
the economy of the regions affected.

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 26
Recital 3

  
1 OJ L 311, 14.11.2002, p. 3.
2 OJ L 311, 14.11.2002, p. 3.
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(3) Major disasters or crisis situations may 
result from natural, industrial and 
technological events, including marine 
pollution and radiological threats, or from 
public health emergencies, in particular an 
officially declared influenza pandemic, or 
acts of terrorism. Existing economic and 
social cohesion instruments are able to 
finance risk-prevention measures and the 
repair of damaged infrastructure. The 
European Union Solidarity Fund established 
by Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/20021

enables the Community to help in mobilising 
emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to the short-
term restoration of damaged key 
infrastructure so that economic activity can 
resume in the disaster-stricken regions. That 
Fund is however mainly limited to natural 
disasters. Provision should also be made to 
allow the Community to intervene in the 
event of crisis situations having a non-
natural origin.

(3) Major disasters or crisis situations may 
result from natural, industrial and 
technological events, including marine 
pollution and radiological threats, or from 
public health emergencies, in particular an 
officially declared influenza pandemic, or 
acts of terrorism. Existing economic and 
social cohesion instruments are able to 
finance risk-prevention measures and the 
repair of damaged infrastructure. The 
European Union Solidarity Fund established 
by Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/20022

enables the Community to help in mobilising 
emergency services to meet people's 
immediate needs and contribute to the short-
term restoration of damaged key 
infrastructure so that economic activity and 
employment can resume in the disaster-
stricken regions. That Fund is however 
mainly limited to natural disasters. Provision 
should also be made to allow the 
Community to intervene in the event of 
crisis situations having a non-natural origin.

Or. pt

Justification

It is important to stress the employment issue in the regions affected. 

Amendment by Sérgio Marques

Amendment 27
Recital 3 a (new)

(3a) The experience acquired in the first 
years of application of the Solidarity Fund 
points to the need to clarify its application 
to natural disasters. In such cases, 
financial assistance is required both for 
rapidly evolving and immediately 
identifiable disasters (such as earthquakes, 

  
1 OJ L 311, 14.11.2002, p. 3.
2 OJ L 311, 14.11.2002, p. 3.
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floods and forest fires) and for disasters 
resulting from a slow evolution or the 
continual deterioration of a given situation 
(such as severe or extreme drought or 
epidemics). Such a classification also 
justifies, especially in the latter case, 
including in this Regulation a definition of 
the moment from which an event should be
considered a disaster and adjusting the 
eligibility rules to take account of the 
characteristics, intensity and duration of 
the event at the root of the problem, thus 
ensuring that the funding covers the 
specific measures adopted for each type of 
disaster.

Or. pt

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 28
Recital 3 a (new)

(3a) Financial assistance needs to be 
provided both for rapidly evolving and 
immediately identifiable disasters (such as 
earthquakes, floods and forest fires) and 
for disasters resulting from a slow 
evolution or the continual deterioration of 
a given situation (notably severe or extreme 
drought or epidemics). Such a 
classification also justifies including in this 
Regulation a definition of the moment from 
which an event should be considered a 
disaster and adjusting the eligibility rules to 
take account of the characteristics, 
intensity and duration of the event at the 
root of the problem, thus ensuring that the 
funding covers the specific measures 
adopted for each type of disaster.

Or. pt

Justification

The aim of this amendment is to define the moment from which an event can be considered a 
disaster, with a view to adjusting the eligibility criteria.
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Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 29
Recital 3 a (new)

(3a) The Fund should cover the granting of 
assistance in cases of imminent threats to 
public health which may have cross-border 
repercussions in the Member States.

Or. el

Amendment by Jamila Madeira

Amendment 30
Recital 3 a (new)

(3a) Community assistance needs to be 
provided not only for rapidly evolving and 
immediately identifiable disasters but also 
for disasters resulting from a slow 
evolution or the continual deterioration of 
a given situation, as in the case of drought. 

Or. pt

Justification

In cases of earthquake, flood or fire it is not difficult to assess the immediate damage. 
However, this can take much longer in cases of drought, where the damage caused, though 
just as severe, is difficult to identify in the short term.   

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar, Inés Ayala Sender, 
Miguel Angel Martínez Martínez

Amendment 31
Recital 5

(5) In line with the principle of subsidiarity, 
action under this Regulation should be 
confined to major disasters. These should be 
defined depending on the field; however, a 
certain degree of political appreciation 
should be allowed for in order to respond to 
events whose consequences are particularly 

(5) In line with the principle of subsidiarity, 
action under this Regulation should be 
confined to major disasters. These should be 
defined depending on the field; however, a 
certain degree of political appreciation 
should be allowed for in order to respond to 
events whose consequences are particularly 
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serious but which, by their nature, cannot be 
assessed on the basis of physical damage 
alone as is the case, in particular, with major 
health crises and acts of terrorism. 
Consideration shall be given to the specific 
situation of remote and isolated regions, 
such as the insular and outermost regions.

serious but which, by their nature, cannot be 
assessed on the basis of physical damage 
alone as is the case, in particular, with major 
health crises and acts of terrorism. Regions 
might also benefit from assistance under 
the Fund if they have been struck by 
extraordinary disasters, and primarily ones 
of natural origin, that have affected the 
majority of their inhabitants and had 
serious repercussions on living conditions 
and economic stability there. Consideration 
shall be given to the specific situation of 
remote and isolated regions, such as the 
insular and outermost regions.

Or. es

Justification

The regional component of the Solidarity Fund under the current regulation has proved to be 
of great value in making it possible for aid to be granted in the event of disasters of a regional 
nature where even if the damage occasioned has not reached the general thresholds, major 
losses have still ensued in the affected regions. We therefore consider that this regional 
component should be retained in the new regulation.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 32
Recital 5

(5) In line with the principle of subsidiarity, 
action under this Regulation should be 
confined to major disasters. These should be 
defined depending on the field; however, a 
certain degree of political appreciation 
should be allowed for in order to respond to 
events whose consequences are particularly 
serious but which, by their nature, cannot 
be assessed on the basis of physical damage 
alone as is the case, in particular, with 
major health crises and acts of terrorism.
Consideration shall be given to the specific 
situation of remote and isolated regions, 
such as the insular and outermost regions. 

(5) In line with the principle of subsidiarity, 
action under this Regulation should be 
confined to major disasters. These should be 
defined depending on the field. In cases of 
terrorist attack, the Community should 
react to events even where the material 
damage does not reach the threshold for 
mobilisation of the Fund but the
consequences of the attack are so serious 
that Community solidarity becomes 
imperative. Consideration shall be given to 
the specific situation of remote and isolated 
regions, such as the insular and outermost 
regions, on the basis of a reinforced 
partnership. 

Or. pt
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Justification

This amendment is in keeping with the rapporteur's text and aims to clarify how the 
Community should react to extreme situations arising from terrorist acts, while taking due 
account of the relations between the remote, isolated, island or outlying regions and the 
Community. 

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 33
Recital 5

(5) In line with the principle of subsidiarity, 
action under this Regulation should be 
confined to major disasters. These should be 
defined depending on the field; however, a 
certain degree of political appreciation 
should be allowed for in order to respond to 
events whose consequences are particularly 
serious but which, by their nature, cannot 
be assessed on the basis of physical damage 
alone as is the case, in particular, with 
major health crises and acts of terrorism. 
Consideration shall be given to the specific 
situation of remote and isolated regions, 
such as the insular and outermost regions.

(5) In line with the principle of subsidiarity, 
action under this Regulation should be 
confined to major disasters. The 
Commission should also be able to respond 
to situations caused by major health crises 
and acts of terrorism, whose effects cannot 
be assessed on the basis of physical damage 
alone but which require a swift and 
coherent display of Community solidarity. 
Consideration shall be given to the specific 
situation of remote and isolated regions, 
such as the insular and outermost regions.

Or. it

Justification

It seems inadvisable to accept the excessively vague and ambiguous wording used by the 
Commission ('a certain degree of political appreciation'), when providing for it to be able to 
activate the Fund in the case of health crises and acts of terrorism.

Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 34
Recital 5

(5) In line with the principle of subsidiarity, 
action under this Regulation should be 
confined to major disasters. These should be 
defined depending on the field; however, a 
certain degree of political appreciation
should be allowed for in order to respond to 

(5) In line with the principle of subsidiarity, 
action under this Regulation should be 
confined to major disasters. These should be 
defined depending on the field; however, a 
certain, limited degree of political discretion
should be allowed for in order to respond to 
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events whose consequences are particularly 
serious but which, by their nature, cannot be 
assessed on the basis of physical damage 
alone as is the case, in particular, with major 
health crises and acts of terrorism. 
Consideration shall be given to the specific 
situation of remote and isolated regions, 
such as the insular and outermost regions.

events whose consequences are particularly 
serious but which, by their nature, cannot be 
assessed on the basis of physical damage 
alone as is the case, in particular, with major 
health crises.

Or. en

Justification

All regions of the EU Member States should be treated equally in terms of financial support 
provided to them under the EUSF.

Amendment by Luis Manuel Capoulas Santos

Amendment 35
Recital 5

(5) In line with the principle of subsidiarity, 
action under this Regulation should be 
confined to major disasters. These should be 
defined depending on the field; however, a 
certain degree of political appreciation 
should be allowed for in order to respond to 
events whose consequences are particularly 
serious but which, by their nature, cannot be 
assessed on the basis of physical damage 
alone as is the case, in particular, with major 
health crises and acts of terrorism. 
Consideration shall be given to the specific 
situation of remote and isolated regions, 
such as the insular and outermost regions.

(5) In line with the principle of subsidiarity, 
action under this Regulation should be 
confined to major disasters. These should be 
defined depending on the field; however, a 
certain degree of political appreciation 
should be allowed for in order to respond to 
events whose consequences are particularly 
serious but which, by their nature, cannot be 
assessed on the basis of physical damage 
alone as is the case, in particular, with 
slowly-evolving disasters such as drought,
major health crises and acts of terrorism. 
Consideration shall be given to the specific 
situation of remote and isolated regions, 
such as the insular and outermost regions.

Or. pt

Justification

Since drought is a slowly-evolving natural disaster having particularly grave consequences, it 
is essential that it should be evaluated taking political criteria into account.
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Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 36
Recital 5

(5) In line with the principle of subsidiarity, 
action under this Regulation should be 
confined to major disasters. These should be 
defined depending on the field; however, a 
certain degree of political appreciation 
should be allowed for in order to respond to 
events whose consequences are particularly 
serious but which, by their nature, cannot be 
assessed on the basis of physical damage 
alone as is the case, in particular, with 
major health crises and acts of terrorism.
Consideration shall be given to the specific 
situation of remote and isolated regions, 
such as the insular and outermost regions.

(5) In line with the principle of subsidiarity, 
action under this Regulation should be 
confined to major disasters. These should be 
defined depending on the field; however, a 
certain degree of political appreciation 
should be allowed for in order to respond to 
events whose consequences are particularly 
serious but which, by their nature, cannot be 
assessed on the basis of physical damage 
alone. Consideration shall be given to the 
specific situation of remote and isolated 
regions, such as the insular and outermost 
regions.

Or. pt

Justification

The 'degree of political appreciation' mentioned should apply to all the disasters and crises 
covered by this Regulation.

Amendment by Jamila Madeira

Amendment 37
Recital 5 a (new)

(5a). The experience acquired in the first 
years of application of the Solidarity Fund 
has highlighted the difficulty of applying it 
to slowly-evolving disasters. The 
Regulation therefore needs to include a 
clear definition of the moment from which 
a request is eligible. It is also necessary, as 
a matter of urgency, to adapt the eligibility 
rules to the characteristics, intensity and 
duration of the event at the root of the 
problem, in particular by ensuring 
financial coverage for the specific 
measures adopted to tackle disasters of this 
type.

Or. pt
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Justification

In cases of earthquake, flood or fire it is not difficult to assess the immediate damage. 
However, this can take much longer in cases of drought, where the damage caused, though 
just as severe, is difficult to identify in the short term.   

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 38
Recital 5 a (new)

(5a) To ensure intervention for disasters 
which, though significant, do not meet the 
threshold requirements, it shall also be 
possible, in exceptional circumstances, to 
provide assistance where the majority of the 
inhabitants of a given region are affected 
by a disaster having serious and lasting 
repercussions for daily life.

Or. pt

Justification

It is also important to consider extraordinary regional disasters - cf. Regulation 2012/2002.

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 39
Recital 5 b (new)

(5b) The experience acquired in the first 
years of application of the Solidarity Fund 
points to the need to clarify its application 
to natural disasters. In such cases, 
financial assistance is required both for 
rapidly evolving and immediately 
identifiable disasters (such as earthquakes, 
floods and forest fires) and for disasters 
resulting from a slow evolution or the 
continual deterioration of a given situation 
(such as severe or extreme drought or 
epidemics). Such a classification also 
justifies, especially in the latter case, 
including in this Regulation a definition of 
the moment from which an event should be 
considered a disaster and adjusting the 
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eligibility rules to take account of the 
characteristics, intensity and duration of 
the event at the root of the problem, thus 
ensuring that the funding covers the 
specific measures adopted for each type of 
disaster.

Or. pt

Justification

In the light of the application of the Solidarity Fund since 2002, it is important to distinguish 
swiftly-evolving disasters such as flood and fire from those like drought or epidemics which 
spread much more slowly.

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 40
Recital 10

(10) Prudent financial management is 
required to ensure that the Community can 
be in a position to respond if several major 
disasters occur in the same year.

(10) Prudent financial management is 
required to ensure that the Community can 
be in a position to respond where a 
succession of disasters occur within a 
relatively short period.

Or. fr

Justification

The Solidarity Fund must be in a position to respond to the effects of disasters which occur in 
quick succession.

Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 41
Recital 12

(12) The mechanisms for payment and use 
of grants made under this Regulation should 
reflect the urgency of the situation. 
Therefore a deadline should be laid down for 
the use of the financial assistance awarded.

(12) The mechanisms for payment and use 
of grants made under this Regulation should 
reflect the urgency of the situation. 
Therefore an adequate deadline should be 
laid down in agreement with the Member 
State(s) concerned for the use of the 
financial assistance awarded.

Or. en
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Justification

The mechanisms for payment and use of grants made under this Regulation should reflect the 
urgency of the situation, while respecting the principles of subsidiarity and good financial 
management.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 42
Recital 13

It may be desirable for a State which 
benefits from assistance to involve, in 
accordance with its specific constitutional, 
institutional, legal or financial context, 
regional or local authorities in the 
conclusion and application of the 
implementation agreements. The beneficiary 
State should nevertheless remain responsible 
for the implementation of the assistance and 
for the management and control of the 
operations supported by Community 
financing in accordance with Council 
Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 of 
25 June 2002 on the Financial Regulation 
applicable to the general budget of the 
European Communities, (hereinafter “the 
Financial Regulation”).

A State which benefits from assistance shall 
involve, in accordance with its specific 
constitutional, institutional, legal or financial 
context, regional or local authorities in the 
conclusion and application of the 
implementation agreements. The beneficiary 
State should nevertheless remain responsible 
for the implementation of the assistance and 
for the management and control of the 
operations supported by Community 
financing in accordance with Council 
Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 of 
25 June 2002 on the Financial Regulation 
applicable to the general budget of the 
European Communities, (hereinafter “the 
Financial Regulation”).

Or. pt

Justification

The involvement of regional and local agents in the conclusion and management of the 
implementation agreements will be crucial if the objectives agreed are to be properly met. 

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 43
Recital 13

(13) It may be desirable for a State which 
benefits from assistance to involve, in 
accordance with its specific constitutional, 
institutional, legal or financial context, 
regional or local authorities in the 

(13) A State which benefits from assistance 
must involve, in accordance with its specific 
constitutional, institutional, legal or financial 
context, regional or local authorities in the 
conclusion and application of the 
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conclusion and application of the 
implementation agreements. The beneficiary 
State should nevertheless remain responsible 
for the implementation of the assistance and 
for the management and control of the 
operations supported by Community 
financing in accordance with Council 
Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 of 
25 June 2002 on the Financial Regulation 
applicable to the general budget of the 
European Communities , (hereinafter “the 
Financial Regulation”).

implementation agreements. The beneficiary 
State should nevertheless remain responsible 
for the implementation of the assistance and 
for the management and control of the 
operations supported by Community 
financing in accordance with Council 
Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 of 
25 June 2002 on the Financial Regulation 
applicable to the general budget of the 
European Communities , (hereinafter “the 
Financial Regulation”).

Or. fr

Justification

The effects of natural disasters are essentially local and, with due regard for the subsidiarity 
principle, the Member States should involve the regional and local authorities concerned in 
implementing the assistance.

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 44
Recital 15

(15) Community action should not relieve 
third parties of their responsibility who, 
under the ‘polluter pays’ principle, are liable 
in the first instance for the damage caused 
by them, or discourage preventive measures 
at both Member State and Community level.

(15) Community action should not relieve 
third parties of their responsibility who, 
under the ‘polluter pays’ principle, are liable 
in the first instance for the damage caused 
by them, or discourage preventive measures 
at both Member State and Community level 
or be a substitute for public or private 
insurance provision.

Or. fr

Justification

Solidarity should not be seen as a substitute for other provisions.

Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 45
Recital 21

(21) Technical assistance for solidarity (21) Technical assistance for solidarity 
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action under this Regulation should be 
provided for in order to improve the 
Commission’s ability to assess applications 
made to it.

action under this Regulation should be 
provided for in order to improve the ability 
of Member States ability to present the 
Commission and any other relevant body 
with a duly completed application for 
assistance and the Commission’s ability to 
assess applications made to it.

Or. en

Justification

The Member State(s) should also be able to cover some of their expenses related to the 
preparation of the application for money available under technical assistance to pay for the 
necessary expertises.

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 46
Recital 23

(23) This Regulation should apply from the
date of applicability of the Financial 
Perspectives 2007-2013,

(23) This Regulation should apply from the 
twentieth day following its publication in 
the Official Journal of the European 
Union. 

Or. pt

Justification

This Regulation should come into force once it has been published in the Official Journal of 
the European Union. 

Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 47
Article 1, paragraph 1

1. A European Union Solidarity Fund, 
hereinafter "the Fund", is established to 
enable the Community to respond to major 
disasters affecting Member States, or 
candidate countries involved in accession 
negotiations with the European Union, 
hereinafter “eligible States”.

1. A European Union Solidarity Fund, 
hereinafter "the Fund", is established to 
enable the Community to respond to major 
disasters or crisis situations affecting 
Member States, or candidate countries 
involved in accession negotiations with the 
European Union, hereinafter “eligible 
States”.



PE 369.847v01-00 24/64 AM\600565EN.doc

EN

Or. en

Justification

Taking into account the limited financial resources of the Fund and the vagueness of the word 
“terrorism”, financial assistance from the Fund should only be used to alleviate damages 
incurred as a result of major disasters or major crisis situations.

Amendment by Bastiaan Belder

Amendment 48
Article 1, paragraph 1

1. A European Union Solidarity Fund, 
hereinafter "the Fund", is established to 
enable the Community to respond to major 
disasters affecting Member States, or 
candidate countries involved in accession 
negotiations with the European Union, 
hereinafter “eligible States”.

1. A European Union Solidarity Fund, 
hereinafter "the Fund", is established to 
enable the Community to respond to major 
disasters caused otherwise than by human 
failure or neglectance affecting Member 
States, hereinafter “eligible States”.

Or. en

Justification

EU should show its solidarity in those cases where no existing arrangements provide for 
assistance. Cases in which human failure or neglectance have caused a major disaster should 
be rules out of EU assistance as other sources of funding (eg insurances) exist. As the overall 
budget of the Fund remains the same, with an increased number of eligible Member States, 
assistance to candidate countries should be restricted to very urgent situations in order to 
have a sufficient budget available for disasters occurring within the Community.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 49
Article 1, paragraph 1

1. A European Union Solidarity Fund, 
hereinafter "the Fund", is established to 
enable the Community to respond to major 
disasters affecting Member States, or 
candidate countries involved in accession 
negotiations with the European Union, 
hereinafter “eligible States”.

1. A European Union Solidarity Fund, 
hereinafter "the Fund", is established to 
enable the Community to respond to major 
disasters affecting Member States or regions 
thereof, or candidate countries involved in 
accession negotiations with the European 
Union, hereinafter “eligible States”.

Or. pt
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Justification

Including the regions in the programme will ensure that large-scale disasters which could 
bring an entire regional economy to its knees receive adequate attention and response from 
the Community.

Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 50
Article 1, paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. A candidate country involved in 
accession negotiations with the European 
Union may only apply for assistance from 
the Fund where a major disaster affects 
any cross-border land or sea area lying 
between the candidate country and a 
Member State.

Or. en

Justification

Taking into account the limited financial resources of the Fund and the vagueness of the word 
“terrorism”, financial assistance from the Fund should only be used to alleviate damages 
incurred as a result of major disasters or major crisis situations.

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar, Inés Ayala Sender, 
Miguel Angel Martínez Martínez

Amendment 51
Article 1, paragraph 2, point (a)

(a) natural disasters; (a) natural disasters such as: floods, 
drought, fires, earthquake, volcanic 
eruptions, frost, hurricanes or avalanches;

Or. es

Justification

It would be appropriate to specify what is meant by a major natural disaster in order to make 
it clear that drought, frost, hurricanes and volcanic eruptions are comparable to floods, 
earthquakes and fires. This should not, however, be a closed list.
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Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 52
Article 1, paragraph 2, point a)

(a) natural disasters; (a) disasters of natural and non-natural 
origin;

Or. pt

Justification

In line with the Commission's proposal (recital 3), this amendment aims to incorporate both 
natural and non-natural disasters, so as to ensure that the Regulation is properly coherent 
throughout in legal terms.

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 53
Article 1, paragraph 2, letter (a)

(a) natural disasters; (a) environmental disasters;

Or. it

Justification

The concept of 'natural disasters' may be misleading, since it will exclude from the scope of 
the regulation all situations, such as most forest fires, not resulting from natural causes but 
from malicious or culpable human intervention. It is preferable to use the expression 
'environmental disasters', referring to the effects of the disaster rather than the causes. 

Amendment by Jean Marie Beaupuy

Amendment 54
Article 1, paragraph 2, point (b)

(b) industrial and technological disasters; (b) industrial and/or technological disasters;

Or. fr

Justification

These two types of disaster do not always occur together.
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Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 55
Article 1, paragraph 2, point (c)

(c) public health emergencies; deleted

Or. es

Justification

This last point has been added owing to the impossibility of envisaging all the types of events 
and repercussions that the Solidarity Fund is supposed to cover. This will inject flexibilty into 
decision making and enable all civil society players to apply for aid from the Fund, in 
accordance with the established procedures and conditions.

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 56
Article 1, paragraph 2, letter (c)

(c) public health emergencies; (c) cross-border threats of an influenza 
pandemic;

Or. it

Justification

The wording 'public health emergencies' is too vague. Fund intervention should be restricted 
to the worst-case scenario of a threatened pandemic.

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 57
Article 1, paragraph 2, point c)

(c) public health emergencies; (c) public health emergencies with cross-
border repercussions;

Or. el

Justification

There should be specific provision for assistance and relief in cases concerning public health, 
such as epidemics or an influenza pandemic, which may have a cross-border impact in the 
Member States.
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Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 58
Article 1, paragraph 2, point d)

(d) acts of terrorism. deleted

Or. en

Justification

Taking into account the limited financial resources of the Fund and the vagueness of the word 
“terrorism”, financial assistance from the Fund should only be used to alleviate damages 
incurred as a result of major disasters or major crisis situations.

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 59
Article 1, paragraph 2, point (d) a (new)

(da) other operations in the public interest 
designed to restore social and economic 
normality to affected communities and 
areas.

Or. es

Justification

This last point has been added owing to the impossibility of envisaging all the types of events 
and repercussions that the Solidarity Fund is supposed to cover. This will inject flexibility
into decision making and enable all civil society players to apply for aid from the Fund, in 
accordance with the established procedures and conditions.

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 60
Article 1, paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. If specific legislation enters into force 
to combat public health emergencies or acts 
of terrorism, these will be immediately 
removed from the scope of this regulation.

Or. it
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Justification

An adequate response to public health emergencies is certainly desirable, but should be 
covered by an ad hoc financial instrument. However, pending the establishment of an 
instrument better geared to this objective, and to avoid being caught unprepared in the face of 
a public health emergency, provision needs to be made on a temporary basis for the 
possibility of mobilising Solidarity Fund resources for situations of this kind. 

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 61
Article 2, paragraph 1

For the purposes of this Regulation, a 
disaster shall be considered to be major 
where it results, in at least one eligible State, 
in direct damage, the amount of which is 
estimated as being in excess of EUR 1 
billion in 2007 prices or in excess of 0,5 % 
of the gross national income of the State 
concerned.

1. For the purposes of this Regulation, a 
disaster shall be considered to be major 
where it results, in at least one eligible State, 
in direct damage, the amount of which is 
estimated as being in excess of EUR 1 
billion in 2007 prices or in excess of 0,5 % 
of the gross national income of the State or 
region concerned. However, given the 
particular budgetary circumstances and 
financial realities of the European Union, 
the Fund shall be established as an 
autonomous permanent fund with its own 
fixed annual endowment, the positive 
balances of which deriving from the 
amounts not utilised at the year end shall 
serve as a reserve for major disasters.

Or. es

Justification

The first part is self explanatory. As regards the second part, the concept of the threshold 
should be reconsidered so as to enable the possibilities of intervention under the Fund to be 
tailored to the needs of the place struck by the disaster and to the regional dimension of some 
natural phenomena.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 62
Article 2, paragraph 1

1. For the purposes of this Regulation, a 
disaster shall be considered to be major 

1. For the purposes of this Regulation, a 
disaster shall be considered to be major 



PE 369.847v01-00 30/64 AM\600565EN.doc

EN

where it results, in at least one eligible State, 
in direct damage, the amount of which is 
estimated as being in excess of EUR 1 
billion in 2007 prices or in excess of 0,5% 
of the gross national income of the State 
concerned.

where it results, in at least one eligible State, 
in direct damage, the amount of which is 
estimated as being equal to or greater than 
EUR 800 m in 2007 prices or equal to or 
greater than 0,4% of the gross national 
income of the State concerned.

Or. pt

Justification

It emerges from public consultations carried out by the Commission in a number of Member 
States on the effectiveness of the Solidarity Fund that Member States' main problems when 
applying for money from the Fund stem from the excessively high eligibility criteria.

Amendment by Bastiaan Belder

Amendment 63
Article 2, paragraph 1

1. For the purposes of this Regulation, a 
disaster shall be considered to be major 
where it results, in at least one eligible State, 
in direct damage, the amount of which is 
estimated as being in excess of EUR 1 
billion in 2007 prices or in excess of 0,5 % 
of the gross national income of the State 
concerned.

1. For the purposes of this Regulation, a 
disaster shall be considered to be major 
where it results, in at least one eligible State, 
in direct damage, the amount of which is 
estimated as being in excess of EUR 3 
billion in 2007 prices or in excess of 0,6 % 
of the gross national income of the State 
concerned.

Or. en

Justification

In order to concentrate the budget available on very serious disasters, thresholds should be 
raised. With raised thresholds, sufficient support can be provided to hitten Member States 
which cannot effectively respond to a disaster itself.

Amendment by Sérgio Marques

Amendment 64
Article 2, paragraph 1

1. For the purposes of this Regulation, a 
disaster shall be considered to be major 
where it results, in at least one eligible State, 

1. For the purposes of this Regulation, a 
disaster shall be considered to be major 
where it results, in at least one eligible State, 
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in direct damage, the amount of which is 
estimated as being in excess of EUR 1 
billion in 2007 prices or in excess of 0,5% of 
the gross national income of the State 
concerned.

in direct damage, the amount of which is 
estimated as being in excess of EUR 3 
billion in 2007 prices or in excess of 0,5% of 
the gross national income of the State 
concerned.

Or. pt

Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 65
Article 2, paragraph 1

1. For the purposes of this Regulation, a 
disaster shall be considered to be major 
where it results, in at least one eligible State, 
in direct damage, the amount of which is 
estimated as being in excess of EUR 1 
billion in 2007 prices or in excess of 0,5 % 
of the gross national income of the State 
concerned.

1. For the purposes of this Regulation, a 
disaster or crisis situations shall be 
considered to be major where it results, in at 
least one eligible State, in direct damage, the 
amount of which is estimated as being in 
excess of EUR 1 billion in 2007 prices or in 
excess of 0,5 % of the gross national income 
of the State concerned.

Or. en

Justification

When the event occurred in an eligible State does not meet the quantitative criteria of a 
disaster, the Commission should consult with relevant committees of the EP when assessing 
the submitted application for financial assistance from this Fund.

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 66
Article 2, paragraph 1

1. For the purposes of this Regulation, a 
disaster shall be considered to be major 
where it results, in at least one eligible State, 
in direct damage, the amount of which is 
estimated as being in excess of EUR 1 
billion in 2007 prices or in excess of 0,5% of 
the gross national income of the State 
concerned.

1. For the purposes of this Regulation, a 
disaster shall be considered to be major 
where it results, in at least one eligible State, 
in direct damage, the amount of which is 
estimated as being in excess of EUR 1 
billion in prices of the year in which the 
Regulation came into force or in excess of 
0,5% of the gross national income of the 
State concerned.

Or. pt
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Justification

It is also important to consider extraordinary regional disasters - cf. Regulation 2012/2002.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 67
Article 2, paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Exceptionally, and where the 
quantitative criteria referred to in Article 1 
of this Regulation are not met, where a  
NUTS 2 or NUTS 3 region, in the sense of 
Regulation (EC) No 1059/2003, is affected 
by a disaster of extraordinary proportions, 
it shall be eligible for assistance from the 
Fund provided the natural disaster is of 
such huge proportions that it affects the 
majority of the inhabitants, with serious 
and prolonged repercussions for daily life 
and economic stability in the region. The 
total annual assistance granted under this 
paragraph shall be limited to 7.5 % of the 
Fund's annual allocation. The Commission 
shall rigorously scrutinise the requests 
addressed to it under this paragraph. 
Particular attention shall be paid to remote, 
isolated, island and outlying regions.

Or. pt

Justification

The proposed additional funding would ensure that regions affected by disasters inflicting 
severe damage on the regional economy receive the necessary financial aid, thus furthering 
the general objectives of the Fund in line with the principle of subsidiarity.

Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 68
Article 2, paragraph 2

2. However, even if those quantitative 
criteria are not met, the Commission may in 
exceptional and duly justified circumstances, 
recognise that a major disaster has occurred 

2. However, even if those quantitative 
criteria are not met, the Commission may, in 
exceptional and duly justified circumstances, 
after consulting the relevant committees of 
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on the territory of an eligible State. the European Parliament, recognise that a 
major disaster or crisis situation has 
occurred on the territory of an eligible State.

Or. en

Justification

When the event occurred in an eligible State does not meet the quantitative criteria of a 
disaster, the Commission should consult with relevant committees of the EP when assessing 
the submitted application for financial assistance from this Fund.

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 69
Article 2, paragraph 2

2. However, even if those quantitative 
criteria are not met, the Commission may in 
exceptional and duly justified circumstances,
recognise that a major disaster has 
occurred on the territory of an eligible 
State. 

2. However, even if those quantitative 
criteria are not met, the Commission may, in 
exceptional and duly justified circumstances,
consider for the purposes of eligibility 
under the Fund the damage occasioned in 
regions struck by extraordinary disasters, 
and primarily those of natural origin, that 
have affected the majority of their 
inhabitants or economic sectors important 
for their development and have had serious 
repercussions on living conditions and 
economic stability in such regions.

Or. es

Justification

The first part is self explanatory. As regards the second part, the concept of the threshold 
should be reconsidered so as to enable the potential for intervention under the Fund to be 
tailored to the needs of the place hit by the disaster and to the regional dimension of some 
natural phenomena.

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 70
Article 2, paragraph 2

2. However, even if those quantitative 2. However, in exceptional circumstances 
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criteria are not met, the Commission may in 
exceptional and duly justified circumstances, 
recognise that a major disaster has occurred 
on the territory of an eligible State.

and even where the quantitative criteria 
referred to in Article 1 are not met, 
assistance from the Fund may also be 
provided to a region hit by a disaster 
(especially a natural one) of extraordinary 
proportions that affects the majority of the 
inhabitants, with serious and prolonged 
repercussions for daily life, employment  
and economic stability in the region. The 
total annual assistance granted under this 
paragraph shall be limited to 7.5 % of the 
Fund's annual allocation. Particular 
attention shall be paid to the remote, 
isolated, island and outlying regions, 
pursuant to Article 299(2) of the Treaty.  
The Commission shall rigorously scrutinise 
the requests addressed to it under this 
paragraph. In addition, if those quantitative 
criteria are not met, the Commission may in 
exceptional and duly justified circumstances, 
recognise that a major disaster has occurred 
on the territory of an eligible State.

Or. pt

Justification

It is also important to consider extraordinary regional disasters - cf. Regulation 2012/2002.

Amendment by Sérgio Marques

Amendment 71
Article 2, paragraph 2

2. However, even if those quantitative 
criteria are not met, the Commission may in 
exceptional and duly justified 
circumstances, recognise that a major 
disaster has occurred on the territory of an 
eligible State.

2. However, in exceptional circumstances,
even if those quantitative criteria are not 
met, assistance from the Fund may also be 
provided to a region hit by a disaster 
(especially a natural one) of extraordinary 
proportions that affects the majority of the 
inhabitants, with serious and prolonged 
repercussions for daily life and economic 
stability in the region. The total annual 
assistance granted under this paragraph 
shall be limited to 7.5 % of the Fund's 
annual allocation. Particular attention 
shall be paid to the remote, isolated, island 
and outlying regions, pursuant to Article 
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299(2) of the Treaty.  The Commission 
shall rigorously scrutinise the requests 
addressed to it under this paragraph.

Or. pt

Amendment by Yiannakis Matsis

Amendment 72
Article 2, paragraph 2

2. However, even if those quantitative 
criteria are not met, the Commission may in 
exceptional and duly justified circumstances, 
recognise that a major disaster has occurred 
on the territory of an eligible State.

2. However, even if those quantitative 
criteria are not met, the Commission may in 
exceptional and duly justified circumstances, 
recognise that a major disaster has occurred 
on the territory of an eligible State. Natural 
disasters resulting from the recurrence of 
droughts, frosts, fires, and floods, as well as 
disasters caused by the new reality of 
climate change, which has an ongoing 
catastrophic effect on various professional 
groups and State economies should also be 
included in the subject-matter and scope of 
the Fund.

Or. en

Amendment by Giovanni Claudio Fava, Giovanni Pittella

Amendment 73
Article 2, second subparagraph

However, even if those quantitative criteria 
are not met, the Commission may in 
exceptional and duly justified circumstances, 
recognise that a major disaster has occurred 
on the territory of an eligible State.

However, even if those quantitative criteria 
are not met, the Commission may in 
exceptional and duly justified circumstances, 
recognise that a major disaster has occurred 
on the territory of an eligible State. Under 
special circumstances, fund assistance 
could also be provided, even if the 
quantitative criteria are not met, in the case 
of a region hit by an extraordinary disaster 
affecting the majority of the population, 
with deep and lasting effects on living 
conditions and the economic stability of the 
region concerned. 
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Or. it

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar, Inés Ayala Sender, 
Miguel Angel Martínez Martínez

Amendment 74
Article 2, paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Similarly, in exceptional circumstances, 
and even when the quantitative criteria set 
out in the first paragraph are not met, 
regions might also benefit from assistance 
under the Fund if they have been struck by 
extraordinary disasters, and primarily ones 
of natural origin, that have affected the 
majority of their inhabitants or economic 
sectors important for their development and 
have had serious repercussions on living 
conditions and economic stability in such
regions. Total annual assistance under this 
subparagraph shall be limited to no more 
than 7,5% of the annual amount available 
to the Fund. Special importance shall be 
awarded to isolated or remote regions such 
as the island and outermost regions defined 
in Article 299(2) of the Treaty. The 
Commission shall examine with the utmost 
rigour any requests submitted to it under 
this subparagraph.

Or. es

Justification

The regional component of the Solidarity Fund under the current regulation has proved to be 
of great value in making it possible for aid to be granted in the event of disasters of a regional 
nature where even if the damage occasioned has not reached the general thresholds, major 
losses have still ensued in the affected regions. We therefore consider that this regional 
component should be retained in the new regulation.

Amendment by Bastiaan Belder

Amendment 75
Article 2, paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. By way of exception, a neighbouring 
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Member State or neighbouring country 
involved in accession negotiations with the 
European Union which has been affected 
by the same disaster may also benefit from 
assistance from the Fund.

Or. en

Justification

As the size of the Fund is limited it would be best - in order to make its interventions effective 
- to concentrate the resources available in particular on the current Member States. In case 
candidate countries suffer from the same disaster, they can benefit from the Fund as well.

Amendment by Margie Sudre

Amendment 76
Article 2, subparagraph 2 a (new)

Special consideration should be given to 
remote or isolated regions, such as the 
insular and outermost regions defined in 
Article 299(2) of the Treaty.

Or. fr

Justification

This stipulation, which is included in Article 2 of the current Solidarity Fund regulation, 
should be maintained, so as to reinforce the reference included in recital 5 of the current 
proposal for a regulation.

Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 77
Article 3, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1

1. At the request of an eligible State, the 
Commission may award financial assistance 
from the Fund in the form of a grant, if a 
major disaster occurs on the territory of that 
State.

1. At the request of an eligible State, the 
Commission may award financial assistance 
from the Fund in the form of a grant, if a 
major disaster or crisis situation occurs on 
the land and/or sea territory of that State.

Or. en
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Justification

Financial assistance should be awarded to any eligible State when a major disaster or crisis 
situation occurs on both its land and sea territory.

Amendment by Jutta D. Haug

Amendment 78
Article 3, paragraph 1, subparagraph 1

1. At the request of an eligible State, the 
Commission may award financial assistance 
from the Fund in the form of a grant, if a 
major disaster occurs on the territory of that 
State.

1. At the request of an eligible State, the 
Commission propose financial assistance 
from the Fund in the form of a grant, if a 
major disaster occurs on the territory of that 
State.

Or. en

Justification

The Commission proposes an amount which needs the authorization of the Budgetary 
Authority in order to be mobilised.

Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 79
Article 3, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2

At the request of an eligible State which 
shares a border with the State referred to in 
the first subparagraph and has been affected 
by the same major disaster, the Commission 
may also grant assistance from the Fund to 
that State.

At the request of an eligible State which 
shares a land and/or sea border with the 
member State referred to in the first 
subparagraph and has been affected by the 
same major disaster or crisis situation, the 
Commission may also grant assistance from 
the Fund to that State.

Or. en

Justification

Financial assistance should be awarded to any eligible State when a major disaster or crisis 
situation occurs on both its land and sea territory.
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Amendment by Jutta D. Haug

Amendment 80
Article 3, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2

At the request of an eligible State which 
shares a border with the State referred to in 
the first subparagraph and has been affected 
by the same major disaster, the Commission 
may also grant assistance from the Fund to 
that State.

At the request of an eligible State which 
shares a border with the State referred to in 
the first subparagraph and has been affected 
by the same major disaster, the Commission 
also propose assistance from the Fund to 
that State.

Or. en

Justification

The Commission proposes an amount which needs the authorization of the Budgetary 
Authority in order to be mobilised.

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 81
Article 3, paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. At the request of an eligible State, the 
Commission may grant assistance from the 
Fund in the form of aid or relief, in the 
face of an imminent threat to public health 
on the territory of that State which may 
have cross-border repercussions in other 
Member States.

Or. el

Justification

There should be specific provision for assistance and relief in cases concerning public health, 
such as epidemics or an influenza pandemic, which may have a cross-border impact in the 
Member States.

Amendment by Elisabeth Schroedter, Gisela Kallenbach, Alyn Smith

Amendment 82
Article 3, paragraph 2 a (new)
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2a. Assistance from the Fund should be 
used partly for measures aimed at 
preventing a repetition of the same kind of 
disaster.

Or. en

Justification

Operations under this Regulation should also pay attention to measures aimed at preventing 
a repetition of the disasters concerned.

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 83
Article 4, point (a)

(a) essential emergency operations necessary 
for the immediate restoration to working 
order of infrastructure and plant in the fields 
of energy, water and waste water, 
telecommunications, transport, health and 
education;

(a) essential emergency operations necessary 
for the immediate restoration to working 
order of infrastructure and plant in the fields 
of energy, water (harnessing, supply, 
treatment and distribution) and waste water, 
telecommunications, transport, health and 
education as well as the promotion of 
measures to support the reestablishment of 
the production activity affected;

Or. pt

Justification

It is important also to consider support measures for the reestablishment of the production 
activity affected, and to specify all the elements connected with water supply.

Amendment by Jamila Madeira

Amendment 84
Article 4, point (a)

(a) essential emergency operations necessary 
for the immediate restoration to working 
order of infrastructure and plant in the fields 
of energy, water and waste water, 
telecommunications, transport, health and 
education;

(a) essential emergency operations necessary 
for the immediate tackling of natural 
disasters or their immediate impact, as well 
as the immediate restoration to working 
order of infrastructure and plant in the fields 
of energy, water and waste water, 
telecommunications, transport, health and 
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education;

Or. pt

Justification

In the event of fires, it is necessary, before restoring the infrastructure destroyed, to provide 
immediate support to remove the cause of the destruction.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 85
Article 4, point (a a) (new)

(aa) Essential emergency operations 
designed to guarantee the immediate 
supply, in terms of quantity, of drinking 
water, in particular as regards the creation 
of emergency infrastructure designed to 
harness and /or capture surface and 
ground water, or to ensure its subsequent 
distribution by alternative means;

- Essential emergency operations designed 
to guarantee the immediate supply of 
quality drinking water for human 
consumption, in particular by taking action 
to protect the origin of the water, enhance 
treatment systems and ensure adequate 
analysis and checks;

- The execution, in situations of 
exceptional water shortage resulting from 
severe or extreme drought, of emergency 
provisions designed to increase the 
availability of water in order to satisfy the 
population’s food needs;

- Essential emergency operations need to 
make immediately available, for a limited 
period of time, land and air teams to fight 
forest fires;

Or. pt
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Justification

The aim of the proposed amendment is to ensure legally that a commodity as essential as 
water will be guaranteed in situations of disaster by ensuring that essential emergency teams 
and operations are coordinated and put into action efficiently, for the benefit of the areas 
affected.

Amendment by Sérgio Marques

Amendment 86
Article 4, point (a a) (new)

(aa) Essential emergency operations 
designed to guarantee the immediate 
supply, in terms of quantity, of drinking 
water, in particular as regards the creation  
of emergency infrastructure designed to 
harness and /or capture surface and 
ground water, or  to ensure its subsequent 
distribution by alternative means;

Or. pt

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar, Inés Ayala Sender, 
Miguel Angel Martínez Martínez, 

Amendment 87
Article 4, point (a a) (new)

(aa) essential emergency operations to 
mitigate the devastating effects of drought 
and frost;

Or. es

Justification

Drought and frost should be considered serious natural disasters given the extent and nature 
of the damage occasioned to the agriculture sector and the scale of the long-term impact on 
the economy of the regions affected.

Amendment by Sérgio Marques

Amendment 88
Article 4, point (a a) (new)
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(aa) - Essential emergency operations 
needed to make immediately available, for 
a limited period of time, land and air teams 
to fight forest fires;

Or. pt

Amendment by Jamila Madeira

Amendment 89
Article 4, point (a a) (new)

(aa) - The provision, in situations of 
exceptional water shortage, of emergency 
infrastructure designed to increase the 
availability of water in order to ensure the 
survival of annual or perennial 
agricultural crops needed to satisfy the 
population’s food needs;

Or. pt

Justification

In the event of serious drought, the need for intervention as regards water resources may be 
essential in order to meet the basic food needs of the population of the country affected.

Amendment by Sérgio Marques

Amendment 90
Article 4, point (a b) (new)

(ba)- essential emergency operations 
designed to guarantee the immediate supply 
of quality drinking water for human 
consumption, in particular by carrying out 
measures to protect the origin of the water, 
and enhancing treatment systems and 
ensuring adequate analysis and checks;

Or. pt
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Amendment by Sérgio Marques

Amendment 91
Article 4, point (a c) (new)

a c) - The execution. in situations of 
exceptional water shortage resulting from 
severe or extreme drought, of emergency 
provisions designed to increase the 
availability of water in order to satisfy the 
population’s food needs;

Or. pt

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 92
Article 4, point (b)

(b) immediate medical assistance and 
measures to protect the population against 
imminent health threats, including the cost 
of vaccines, drugs, medical products, 
equipment and infrastructure used during 
an emergency;

deleted

Or. es

Justification

Self explanatory.

Amendment by Luis Manuel Capoulas Santos

Amendment 93
Article 4, point (b)

(b) immediate medical assistance and
measures to protect the population against 
imminent health threats, including the cost 
of vaccines, drugs, medical products, 
equipment and infrastructure used during an 
emergency;

(b) measures to protect the population 
against imminent health threats, including 
the cost of vaccines, drugs, medical 
products, equipment and infrastructure used 
during an emergency;

Or. pt
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Justification

It is proposed that the phrase 'immediate medical assistance' be deleted, since it is intended 
that its application be confined to this specific sphere, which is the reason for amendment 4.

Amendment by Jutta D. Haug

Amendment 94
Article 4, point (b)

(b) immediate medical assistance and 
measures to protect the population against 
imminent health threats, including the cost 
of vaccines, drugs, medical products, 
equipment and infrastructure used during an 
emergency;

(b) immediate and short-term medical 
assistance and measures to protect the 
population against imminent health threats, 
including the cost of vaccines, drugs, 
medical products, equipment and 
infrastructure used during an emergency
caused by any of the disasters referred to in 
Article 1(2).

Or. en

Justification

Short-term measures aiming at the protection of public health have to be envisaged in all kind 
of emergencies, whether a natural, industrial or technological disaster is at stake, a public 
health emergency or an act of terrorism.

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 95
Article 4, point (b)

(b) immediate medical assistance and 
measures to protect the population against 
imminent health threats, including the cost 
of vaccines, drugs, medical products, 
equipment and infrastructure used during an 
emergency;

(b) immediate and/or preventive medical 
assistance and measures to protect the 
population against imminent cross-border 
health threats, including the cost of vaccines, 
drugs, medical products, equipment and 
infrastructure used during an emergency;

Or. el

Justification

Medical assistance may be immediate but also preventive, as in the case of epidemics or an 
influenza pandemic. The assistance and relief should also cover cases concerning public 
health which may have a cross-border impact in the Member States, thereby giving added 
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value to Union measures and policies.

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 96
Article 4, point (d a) (new)

(d a) - Essential emergency operations 
needed to make immediately available, for 
a limited period of time, land and air teams 
to fight forest fires;

Or. pt

Justification

The emergency operations needed to make land and air teams immediately available to fight 
forest fires should be financed.

Amendment by Jutta D. Haug

Amendment 97
Article 4, point (g)

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims of acts of 
terrorism and their families.

deleted

Or. en

Justification

In case of acts of terrorism immediate medical assistance is covered by Article 4 b. Member 
States are responsible for short-term psychological and social assistance. Long-term 
assistance can not be assured by the EU and is rather part of national security systems.

Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 98
Article 4, point (g)

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims of acts of 

deleted
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terrorism and their families.

Or. en

Justification

Taking into account the limited financial resources of the Fund and the vagueness of the word 
“terrorism”, financial assistance from the Fund should only be used to alleviate damages 
incurred as a result of major disasters or major crisis situations.)

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 99
Article 4, point (g)

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims of acts of 
terrorism and their families.

(g) immediate medical, psychological, 
social and financial assistance to the direct 
victims of acts of terrorism and their 
families.

Or. es

Amendment by Jamila Madeira

Amendment 100
Article 4, point (g)

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims of acts of 
terrorism and their families.

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims of  and their 
families.

Or. pt

Justification

This kind of assistance is essential for all direct victims, whatever the kind of disaster 
involved.

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 101
Article 4, point (g)

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims of acts of 

(g)medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims and their 
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terrorism and their families. families..

Or. pt

Justification

It is important to make this kind of assistance general for all victims (and their families) of 
disasters and crises covered by the Regulation.

Amendment by Luis Manuel Capoulas Santos

Amendment 102
Article 4, point (g)

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims of acts of 
terrorism and their families.

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims and their 
families..

Or. pt

Justification

Medical, psychological and social assistance must be provided for the victims of all large-
scale disasters or crises covered by the Regulation, not just for the victims of terrorism.

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar, Inés Ayala Sender, 
Miguel Angel Martínez Martínez

Amendment 103
Article 4, point (g)

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims of acts of 
terrorism and their families.

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims of acts of 
terrorism, natural disasters and any other 
event as defined in Article 1(2) and to their 
families.

Or. es

Justification

Medical, social and pyschological assistance should be granted to all victims of major 
disasters and their families.
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Amendment by Yiannakis Matsis

Amendment 104
Article 4, point (g)

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims of acts of 
terrorism and their families.

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims of acts of 
terrorism and natural disasters, and their 
families.

Or. en

Amendment by Sérgio Marques

Amendment 105
Article 4, point (g)

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims of acts of 
terrorism and their families.

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims and their
families.

Or. pt

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 106
Article 4, point (g)

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims of acts of 
terrorism and their families.

(g) medical, psychological and social 
assistance to the direct victims and their 
families..

Or. pt

Justification

Linguistic clarification in line with the amendment to Article 5, paragraph 1( a).

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 107
Article 4, point (g a) (new)
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(ga) other operations of public interest 
designed to normalise the social and 
economic life of the populations and/or 
regions affected.

Or. it

Justification

This amendment is justified by the fact that it is impossible to foresee all types of disasters to 
be covered by the Fund and all the effects they may have, as well as by the desire to introduce 
a degree of flexible decision-making in highly specific cases where the social organisation 
and production system of a region may be jeopardised, because it is impossible to compensate 
the damage suffered by those affected.

Amendment by Luis Manuel Capoulas Santos

Amendment 108
Article 4, point (g a) (new)

(g a) Support measures to maintain the 
genetic and reproductive potential of 
livestock in the areas affected.

Or. pt

Justification

In situations of serious drought shortage of feed jeopardises the survival of livestock in the 
areas affected, and the process of reestablishment, especially for breeding stock of great 
genetic value, is extremely slow and difficult, hence it is essential to include this kind of 
measure among those eligible under the Regulation.

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 109
Article 4, point (g a) (new)

(ga) fire extinguishing and forest 
recuperation operations;

Or. es

Justification

Self explanatory.
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Amendment by Jillian Evans, Elisabeth Schroedter, Gisela Kallenbach, Alyn Smith

Amendment 110
Article 4, point (g a) (new)

(ga) measures aimed at preventing a 
repetition of the disasters concerned.

Or. en

Justification

Operations under this Regulation should also pay attention to measures aimed at preventing 
a repetition of the disasters concerned.

Amendment by Jamila Madeira

Amendment 111
Article 4, point (g a) (new)

(g a)- Essential emergency operations 
needed to make immediately available, for 
a limited period of time, land and air teams 
to fight forest fires.

Or. pt

Justification

In the event of forest fires the costs of the emergency teams that the authorities need to bring 
in to tackle the disaster should be eligible.

Amendment by Jutta D. Haug

Amendment 112
Article 5, paragraph 1, introductory part

1. As soon as possible and no later than ten 
weeks after the date of the first damage 
caused by the disaster, an eligible State may 
submit to the Commission an application for 
assistance from the Fund, providing all 
available information on at least the 
following:

1. As soon as possible and no later than ten 
weeks after the date on which authorities 
were first alerted to the original damage 
caused by the major disaster, an eligible 
State may submit to the Commission an 
application for assistance from the Fund, 
providing all available information on at 
least the following:
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Or. en

Justification

Original damage can sometimes go relatively unnoticed due to its slow progression. Member 
States need to have legal certainty regarding the eligibility of the actual 'first notice' within 
the ten week period.

Amendment by Gerardo Galeote Quecedo

Amendment 113
Article 5, paragraph 1, introductory part

1. As soon as possible and no later than ten 
weeks after the date of the first damage 
caused by the disaster, an eligible State may 
submit to the Commission an application for
assistance from the Fund, providing all 
available information on at least the 
following:

1. As soon as possible and no later than ten 
weeks after the date of the first damage 
caused by the disaster, an eligible State may 
submit to the Commission an application for 
assistance from the Fund. This time limit 
may be extended to twelve months if the 
damage occasioned results from an 
accumulation of effects that are not 
immediately quantifiable, as in the case of 
drought. All available information shall be 
provided on at least the following:

Or. es

Justification

The Solidarity Fund Regulation presents certain problems when it comes to quantifying the 
effects engendered by certain climatic phenomena, such as severe drought or frost, within the 
stipulated deadline.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 114
Article 5, paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. In the event of slowly developing 
disasters, especially drought or public 
health emergencies, the deadline referred 
to in the previous paragraph shall be 
extended to six months.

Or. pt
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Justification

The aim of this amendment is to respond to the criticisms made by various Member States 
regarding the shortness of the deadline for submission of an application for intervention 
under the Solidarity Fund, by extending the deadline in special cases where it is not possible 
to submit applications earlier.

Amendment by Sérgio Marques

Amendment 115
Article 5, paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. In the event of slowly developing 
disasters, especially drought or public 
health emergencies, the deadline referred 
to in the previous paragraph shall be 
extended to six months.

Or. pt

Amendment by Luis Manuel Capoulas Santos

Amendment 116
Article 5, paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. In the event of slowly developing 
disasters, especially drought or public 
health emergencies, the deadline referred 
to in the previous paragraph shall be 
extended to six months.

Or. pt

Justification

In the event of slowly developing large-scale disasters it is appropriate to provide for an 
extension of the deadline for submission to the Commission of applications for intervention 
under the Fund.

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 117
Article 5, paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. In the event of slowly developing 
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disasters, especially drought or public 
health emergencies, the deadline referred 
to in the previous paragraph shall be 
extended to six months.

Or. pt

Justification

It is important to extend the deadline for applications in the case of slowly developing 
disasters such as drought or public health emergencies.

Amendment by Jamila Madeira

Amendment 118
Article 5, paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. In the event of slowly developing 
disasters, especially drought or public 
health emergencies, the deadline referred 
to in the previous paragraph shall be 
extended to six months.

Or. pt

Justification

In the event of drought it may be difficult to assess the scale of the disaster in the short term, 
since it is a natural disaster that develops slowly and the damage caused can only be assessed 
after a reasonable period of time. The applications should therefore not cease to be eligible 
because of short deadlines that are suitable for other kinds of natural disaster.

Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar, Inés Ayala Sender, 
Miguel Angel Martínez Martínez

Amendment 119
Article 5, paragraph 1, point (a)

(a) the damage caused by the disaster and its 
impact on the population and the economy 
concerned;

(a) the damage caused by the disaster and its 
impact on the population and the economy 
concerned, and on cultural, natural and 
environmental heritage;

Or. es
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Justification

Some events and natural disasters occasion damage that is difficult to evaluate within a hard 
and fast time period, especially if they are ongoing, as in the case of the effects of a prolonged 
drought. Such situations unfortunately continue over time and the damage they occasion 
cannot be pinned down to a maximum 10 week period. This requirement should therefore be 
made more flexible so that the State affected can collect and compile all the data in order to 
submit applications that are more in tune with reality.

Amendment by Jutta D. Haug

Amendment 120
Article 5, paragraph 1, point (a)

(a) the damage caused by the disaster and its 
impact on the population and the economy 
concerned;

(a) the damage caused by the disaster and its 
impact on the population, the environment
and the economy concerned;

Or. en

Justification

Protection of the environment is one of the priorities of the European Union and in particular 
of the European Parliament and environmental damages should be one of the core 
information to be transmitted by an eligible state.

Amendment by Jillian Evans, Elisabeth Schroedter, Gisela Kallenbach, Alyn Smith

Amendment 121
Article 5, paragraph 1, point (b)

(b) a breakdown of the estimated costs of 
operations in the categories listed in Article 
4 as appropriate to the disaster;

(b) a breakdown of the estimated costs of 
operations in the categories listed in Article 
4 as appropriate to the disaster, including in 
any event measures aimed at preventing a 
repetition of the disaster in question.

Or. en

Justification

Operations under this Regulation should also pay attention to measures aimed at preventing 
a repetition of the disasters concerned.
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Amendment by Iratxe García Pérez, Francisca Pleguezuelos Aguilar, Inés Ayala Sender, 
Miguel Angel Martínez Martínez

Amendment 122
Article 5, paragraph 1, subparagraph 2

The information provided under point (a) of 
the first subparagraph shall include an 
estimate of the amount of total direct 
damage caused by the disaster.

The information provided under point (a) of 
the first subparagraph shall include an 
estimate of the amount of total direct 
damage caused by the disaster

In view of the difficulty of determining the 
damage occasioned by disasters such as 
droughts whose effects are lasting and 
ongoing, the Commission shall, at the 
request of the Member State affected, relax 
the 10-week time limit set for applying for 
assistance under the Fund.

Or. es

Justification

Some events and natural disasters occasion damage that is difficult to evaluate within a hard 
and fast time period, especially if they are ongoing, as in the case of the effects of a prolonged 
drought. Such situations unfortunately continue over time and the damage they occasion 
cannot be pinned down to a maximum 10 week period. This requirement should therefore be 
made more flexible so that the State affected can collect and compile all the data in order to 
submit applications that are more in tune with reality.

Amendment by Bastiaan Belder

Amendment 123
Article 5, paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. On 1 October each year, at least one-
quarter of the annual amount should 
remain available in order to cover needs 
arising up to the end of the year.

Or. en

Justification

In order not to leave countries, struck by a disaster at the end of the year, without adequate 
assistance, a certain part of the Fund should remain available until the end of the year.
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Amendment by Jutta D. Haug

Amendment 124
Article 7, paragraph 2

2. Where, on the basis of the assessment 
carried out pursuant to Article 5(2), the 
Commission has concluded that the 
conditions for granting assistance under this 
Regulation are not met, it shall notify the 
State concerned accordingly.

2. Where, on the basis of the assessment 
carried out pursuant to Article 5(2), the 
Commission has concluded that the 
conditions for granting assistance under this 
Regulation are not met, it shall notify the 
State concerned accordingly as quickly as 
possible.

Or. en

Justification

Coherent with Paragraph 1.

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 125
Article 8, paragraph 1

1. If the Commission has concluded that 
financial assistance should be granted from 
the Fund, it shall submit to the budgetary 
authority the proposals needed to authorise 
appropriations corresponding to the amount 
determined in accordance with Article 7(1).

1. If the Commission has concluded that 
financial assistance should be granted from 
the Fund, it shall submit to the budgetary 
authority without delay the proposals needed 
to authorise appropriations corresponding to 
the amount determined in accordance with 
Article 7(1).

Or. pt

Justification

The Commission should forward the request for financial assistance to the budgetary 
authority without delay.

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 126
Article 8, paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. The financial resources available to the 
Fund for the year in question and whose 
use has not been authorised under 
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paragraph 1, together with resources whose 
use has been authorised under that 
paragraph but which have been recovered 
pursuant to Article 17(1), shall be carried 
over to the following year's budget so as to 
increase the resources available to the 
Fund.

Or. it

Justification

This financial instrument, which currently has limited resources, needs to be made more 
flexible by giving it greater financial autonomy and making it possible to carry over unused 
funds from one year to the next. 

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 127
Article 9, paragraph 1

1. Following adoption of the grant decision, 
the Commission shall, immediately upon
signature of the agreement referred to in 
Article 10(1), pay the grant to the 
beneficiary State in a single instalment.

1. Following adoption of the grant decision, 
the Commission shall, within 15 days of 
signature of the agreement referred to in 
Article 10(1), pay the grant to the 
beneficiary State in a single instalment.

Or. it

Justification

In emergency situations where swift action is vital, deadlines must be clearly set out so that 
an immediate response is possible, although with the minimum degree of flexibility required 
for complex operations. 

Amendment by Alfonso Andria

Amendment 128
Article 9, paragraph 2

2. The beneficiary State shall use the grant, 
as well as any interest earned thereon, within 
18 months of the date of first damage, to 
finance eligible operations carried out after 
that date.

2. The beneficiary State shall use the grant, 
as well as any interest earned thereon, within 
12 months of the date of signature of the 
agreement referred to in Article 10(1) and 
in any case within 8 months of the date of 
first damage, to finance eligible operations 
carried out after the date on which the 
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disaster occurred.

Or. it

Justification

The aim of this regulation is to respond solely to emergency situations in order to restore 
normal living conditions. A 12 month timescale for emergency assistance should therefore be 
sufficient. In addition, the timescale for using the Fund should not depend on factors which 
are outside the control of the Member State, such as a delay in concluding the agreement 
referred to in Article 10(1). Similarly, a Member State should not be allowed to deliberately 
delay the conclusion of the agreement referred to in Article 10(1) in order to prolong the 
period during which the grant may be used.

Amendment by Jutta D. Haug

Amendment 129
Article 9, paragraph 2

2. The beneficiary State shall use the grant, 
as well as any interest earned thereon, within 
18 months of the date of first damage, to 
finance eligible operations carried out after 
that date.

2. The beneficiary State shall use the grant, 
as well as any interest earned thereon, within 
18 months of when authorities were first 
alerted to the original damage caused by 
the major disaster, to finance eligible 
operations carried out after that date.

Or. en

Justification

Coherent with the change to Article 5, introductory part.

Amendment by Emanuel Jardim Fernandes

Amendment 130
Article 9, paragraph 2

2. The beneficiary State shall use the grant, 
as well as any interest earned thereon, within 
18 months of the date of first damage, to 
finance eligible operations carried out after 
that date.

2. The beneficiary State shall use the grant, 
as well as any interest earned thereon, within 
24 months of the date of first damage, to 
finance eligible operations carried out after 
that date.

Or. pt
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Justification

The aim of the proposed amendment is to facilitate efficient absorption of funding.

Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 131
Article 15, paragraph 1

1. Where, at the time when a proposal is 
submitted under Article 8, the remaining 
financial resources available for that year for 
the Fund are not sufficient to cover the 
amount of financial assistance considered 
necessary, the Commission may propose that 
the difference be financed from the financial 
appropriations available for the Fund for the 
following year.

1. Where, at the time when a proposal is 
submitted under Article 8, the remaining 
financial resources available for that year for 
the Fund are not sufficient to cover the 
amount of financial assistance considered 
necessary, the Commission may propose to 
the European Parliament, which exercises 
budgetary control that the difference be 
financed from the financial appropriations 
available for the Fund for the following year.

Or. en

Justification

The EP must have the opportunity to exercise control over any transfer of financial 
appropriations from the EU budget from one year to another prior granting discharge for the 
execution of the budget to the Commission.

Amendment by Simon Busuttil

Amendment 132
Article 15, paragraph 1

1. Where, at the time when a proposal is 
submitted under Article 8, the remaining 
financial resources available for that year for 
the Fund are not sufficient to cover the 
amount of financial assistance considered 
necessary, the Commission may propose 
that the difference be financed from the 
financial appropriations available for the 
Fund for the following year.

1. Where, at the time when a proposal is 
submitted under Article 8, the remaining 
financial resources available for that year for 
the Fund are not sufficient to cover the 
amount of financial assistance considered 
necessary, the difference shall be financed 
from the financial appropriations available 
for the Fund for the following two years;

Or. en
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Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 133
Article 15, paragraph 2

2. The total annual budgetary ceiling for the 
Fund in the year of the occurrence of the 
disaster and the following year shall under 
all circumstances be respected.

2. The total annual budgetary ceiling for the 
Fund in the year of the occurrence of the 
disaster and the following year shall be 
respected, except in exceptional 
circumstances.

Or. pt

Justification

A margin for manoeuvre must be left to tackle exceptional situations.

Amendment by Bastiaan Belder

Amendment 134
Article 17, paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Where a beneficiary State has failed to 
take preventive measures after the previous 
major disaster and damage following from 
a major disaster would have been reduced 
or prevented had preventive measures been 
taken, the Commission will require the 
beneficiary State to reimburse all or part of 
the financial assistance received.

Or. en

Justification

Assistance from the Fund should not hinder – but rather stimulate - Member States to take 
measures in order to prevent either major disasters happening again or reducing its impact. 
In case Member States have not taken preventive measures - assuming they could have done -
, their support from the Fund in case of a major disaster should be reviewed.

Amendment by Mirosław Mariusz Piotrowski, Vladimír Železný

Amendment 135
Article 18, paragraph 1

1. At the initiative of the Commission, 
subject to a ceiling of 0.20% of the financial 

1. At the initiative of the Commission, 
subject to a ceiling of 0.15% of the financial 
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resources available for that year, the Fund 
may be used to finance preparatory, 
monitoring, administrative and technical 
support, audit and inspection measures 
necessary to implement this Regulation.

Those actions shall be executed in 
accordance with Article 53(2) of the 
Financial Regulation and any other 
provisions of that Regulation and of its 
implementing rules applicable to this form 
of execution of the budget.

Those actions shall in particular include 
expert reports to assist the Commission in 
carrying out the assessment of applications 
pursuant to Article 5(2).

resources available for that year, the Fund 
may be used to finance preparatory 
monitoring, audit and inspection measures 
necessary to implement this Regulation.

Those actions shall be executed in 
accordance with Article 53(2) of the 
Financial Regulation and any other 
provisions of that Regulation and of its 
implementing rules applicable to this form 
of execution of the budget.

Or. en

Justification

Financial assistance from the Fund should not fund unspecified administrative tasks, but 
rather focus on alleviating damages incurred as a result of a major disaster.)

Amendment by Jutta D. Haug

Amendment 136
Article 19

Before 1 July of each year, with effect from 
[year following year of date of application], 
the Commission shall present to the 
European Parliament and to the Council a 
report on the activities under this Regulation 
in the previous year. That report shall in 
particular contain information relating to 
applications submitted, grant decisions 
adopted and the winding-up of financial 
assistance granted.

Before 1 July of each year, with effect from 
[year following year of date of application], 
the Commission shall present to the 
European Parliament and to the Council a 
report on the activities under this Regulation 
in the previous year. That report shall in 
particular contain information relating to 
applications submitted, grant decisions 
adopted and the winding-up of financial 
assistance granted and the operations 
carried out.

Or. en

Justification

The annual report shall not only list applications and grant decisions it can also be used as 
compendium of completed operations. In case of future major disaster it may be used by 
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Member States for reasonable and useful operations.

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 137
Article 21

Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 is repealed 
with effect from 1 January 2007.
References to the repealed Regulation shall 
be construed as references to this 
Regulation.

Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 is repealed 
with effect from the date of entry into force 
of this Regulation. References to the 
repealed Regulation shall be construed as 
references to this Regulation.

Or. pt

Justification

The entry into force of the Regulation must be taken into account.

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 138
Article 22

Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 shall 
continue to apply to applications received by 
the Commission on or before 31 December 
2006.

Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 shall 
continue to apply to applications received by 
the Commission on or before the date of its 
expiry.

Or. pt

Justification

Regulation 2012/2002 should be applicable until the date of its expiry.

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 139
Article 23

This Regulation shall enter into force on the 
twentieth day following that of its 
publication in the Official Journal of the 
European Union. It shall apply from 1 
January 2007. This Regulation shall be 

This Regulation shall enter into force on the 
twentieth day following that of its 
publication in the Official Journal of the 
European Union. This Regulation shall be 
binding in its entirety and directly applicable 
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binding in its entirety and directly applicable 
in all Member States.

in all Member States.

Or. pt

Justification

The Regulation should be valid after its publication in the Official Journal of the European 
Union.


