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Motion for a resolution

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 1
Recital B

B. whereas the key issues in both the Communication on pandemic influenza 
preparedness and the Communication on strengthening coordination on generic 
preparedness are the preparation and testing of national plans, coordinated by the 
Commission, surveillance by and networking among national reference laboratories to 
identify pandemic strains quickly, effective outbreak management through the 
provision of timely advice, the early notification of cases, the provision of outbreak 
assistance and the coordination of the responses of Member States, and the adequate 
and timely supply of vaccines and anti-viral drugs,

Or. fr

Amendment by Marios Matsakis

Amendment 2
Recital B

B. whereas the key issues in both the Communication on pandemic influenza 
preparedness and the Communication on strengthening coordination on generic 
preparedness are the preparation and testing of national plans, surveillance by and 
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networking among national reference laboratories to identify pandemic strains 
quickly, effective outbreak management through the provision of timely advice, the 
early notification of cases, the provision of outbreak assistance and the coordination of 
the responses of Member States, and the adequate and timely supply of vaccines and 
truly effective anti-viral drugs;

Or. en

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 3
Recital B a (new)

Ba. whereas the drafting of national plans should aim to:
- ensure the necessary coordination between Member States,
- prevent panic amongst the public, 
- combat any trafficking which could arise if there are genuinely serious risks, 
- determine the sites to be isolated as a priority, 
- draw up lists of the population groups to be vaccinated as a priority,
- ensure fair distribution to all products for use in combating the epidemic, 

Or. fr

Amendment by Marios Matsakis

Amendment 4
Recital D

D. whereas truly effective anti-viral drugs constitute the first pillar of medical prevention 
and intervention until vaccines become available; whereas, however, no truly 
effective antiviral drugs against human avian influenza have yet been developed;

Or. en

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 5
Recital D a (new)

Da. whereas the European Union must provide logistic and financial assistance with the 
development of vaccines;
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Or. fr

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 6
Recital F a (new)

Fa. whereas half of the 126 confirmed cases of avian influenza A (H5N1) reported to 
the World Health Organisation by 8 March 2006 concerned people up to the age of 
17, three-quarters people up to the age of 29 and nine-tenths people up to the age of 
39, and whereas the number of very young people contracting the disease is 
continuing to grow,

Or. pl

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 7
Recital F b (new)

Fb. whereas public announcements must reflect the current state of medical knowledge 
and whereas anti-outbreak recommendations for the general public must be 
scientifically justified, universally understandable and practicable,

Or. pl

Amendment by Marios Matsakis

Amendment 8
Recital H

H. whereas any avian influenza pandemic in humans would be likely to affect different 
Member States in different ways, although at present it is very unlikely to occur;

Or. en
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Amendment by Marios Matsakis

Amendment 9
Recital H a (new)

Ha. Whereas the problem of avian influenza infection is a global problem and needs to 
be addressed in close cooperation with the WHO,

Or. en

Amendment by Marios Matsakis

Amendment 10
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the Commission Communications on pandemic influenza preparedness and 
response planning in the European Community and on strengthening coordination on 
generic preparedness planning for public health emergencies at EU level, in particular 
as regards avian influenza in humans, as well as the assessments of national 
pandemic influenza plans that are currently being undertaken by the European Centre 
for Disease Prevention ('the ECDC'), the Commission and the WHO European 
Region;

Or. en

Amendment by Marios Matsakis

Amendment 11
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Stresses that one of the most important aspects of properly dealing with the problem 
of a possible human avian influenza pandemic is having the correct, scientifically 
proven, information regarding drugs, vaccines, natural resistance to the disease as 
well as reliable epidemiological data;

Or. en

Amendment by Marios Matsakis

Amendment 12
Paragraph 1 b (new)

1b. Stresses that, as the situation stands at present, the likelihood of a human avian 
influenza pandemic occurring is very small and that there is no need for an 
exaggerated response and panic, which in themselves could be highly detrimental to 
the health of citizens and the economy of the EU;
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Or. en

Amendment by Marios Matsakis

Amendment 13
Paragraph 1 c (new)

1c. Emphasises that, in order to evaluate the risk of a human pandemic more 
accurately, extensive appropriate research must be carried out by eminent scientific 
authorities;

Or. en

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 14
Paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Calls on the Commission and the Member States to take account of the relevant 
observations, reports and on-the-spot investigations of the ECDC and to ensure that 
those Member States whose planning to combat a pandemic is substandard 
supplement and upgrade their plans, since the nature of the risk is such that all 
Member States must be fully prepared;

Or. el

Amendment by Jules Maaten

Amendment 15
Paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Considers that, in the event of an influenza pandemic in de EU or in neighbouring 
States, the Commission should within 24 hours be able to adopt crisis measures 
such as quarantine and disinfection measures at airports in connection with flights 
from certain regions and travel restrictions;

Or. nl

Amendment by Marie-Noëlle Lienemann

Amendment 16
Paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Considers it urgent to release a large sum to enable vaccines to be produced rapidly 
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and in massive quantities in the event of a pandemic and calls for the establishment 
of an enhanced public-private partnership to this end;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jules Maaten

Amendment 17
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Considers that an action plan specifically for the European Institutions should be 
drafted in case travel restrictions prevent international meetings such as those of the 
Council and Parliament;

Or. nl

Amendment by Marie-Noëlle Lienemann

Amendment 18
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Calls for supplies of the raw materials required for the manufacture of protective 
masks to be provided rapidly and for the Member States to check that, in the event 
of a substantial rise in demand, they can obtain enough protective equipment other 
than masks (overalls, gloves, goggles, etc.);

Or. fr

Amendment by Marios Matsakis

Amendment 19
Paragraph 5

5. Emphasises that rapid and decisive action must be taken to control avian influenza and 
so prevent a human pandemic, first of all with respect to animal health, as this is the 
primary source of risk, and that measures must also be taken to prepare for a possible, 
but very unlikely, human pandemic, so that the means to control it, should it occur, are 
available; considers that particular attention should be paid to developing further the 
capacity to produce human avian influenza pandemic vaccines and truly effective
anti-viral drugs in Member States and strengthening the infrastructure in the animal 
and public health sectors;

Or. en
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Amendment by Avril Doyle

Amendment 20
Paragraph 5

5. Emphasises that rapid and decisive action must be taken to control avian influenza and 
so prevent a human pandemic, first of all with respect to animal health, as this is the 
primary source of risk, and that significant measures such as increasing hospital bed 
capacity must also be taken to prepare for a possible human pandemic, so that the 
means to control it should it occur, are available; considers that particular attention 
should be paid to developing further the capacity to produce pandemic vaccines and 
anti-virals in Member States and strengthening the infrastructure in the animal and 
public health sectors; 

Or. en

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 21
Paragraph 5

5. Emphasises that rapid and decisive action must be taken to control avian influenza and 
so prevent a human pandemic, first of all with respect to animal health, as this is the 
primary source of risk, and that measures must also be taken to prepare for a possible 
human pandemic, so that the means to control it, should it occur, are available; 
considers that particular attention should be paid to developing further the capacity to 
produce pandemic vaccines and anti-virals in Member States and strengthening the 
infrastructure in the animal and public health sectors; considers that, in this 
connection, the European Union should provide logistic and financial assistance 
with the development of vaccines;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jules Maaten

Amendment 22
Paragraph 5

5. Emphasises that rapid and decisive action must be taken to control avian influenza and 
so prevent a human pandemic, first of all with respect to animal health, as this is the 
primary source of risk, and that measures must also be taken to prepare for a possible 
human pandemic, so that the means to control it, should it occur, are available; 
considers that particular attention should be paid to developing further the capacity to 
produce pandemic vaccines and anti-virals in Member States and at European level
and strengthening the infrastructure in the animal and public health sectors;

Or. nl
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Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 23
Paragraph 7 a (new)

7a. Acknowledges the need for detailed scenarios for the protection of children and 
young people against the avian influenza A virus (H5N1) to be drawn up and 
introduced;

Or. pl

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 24
Paragraph 10

10. Welcomes the unequivocal commitment to transparency and information sharing 
given by the Member States, the Commission and the ECDC and emphasises the 
importance of rapid sharing of information and of biological specimens derived from 
suspected and confirmed cases among humans and animals so as to facilitate adequate 
and comprehensive preparedness and response; calls for the strengthening of 
cooperation between reference laboratories to speed up the identification of viruses 
and maintain constant monitoring of any possible mutations;

Or. el

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 25
Paragraph 13 a (new)

13a. Stresses the importance of education and correct information in the event of crises 
and that appropriate instructions should cover not only compliance with hygiene 
rules but also the provision of information in areas such as mobility, transport and 
employment,

Or. el

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 26
Paragraph 13 a (new)

13a. Calls on the health authorities in the Member States carefully to word public 
announcements in line with up-to-date scientific evidence, which provides no 
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grounds for attributing any role as a carrier of the avian influenza A virus (H5N1) 
to poultry products produced under veterinary supervision,

Or. pl

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 27
Paragraph 13 b (new)

13b. Stresses that anti-outbreak recommendations for the general public should not start 
with a warning against consuming poultry products that have not been subjected to 
heat treatment at a temperature of 70 °C, because
- poultry products produced under veterinary supervision do not constitute an 

avian influenza A virus (H5N1) transmission risk and the overwhelming 
majority of consumers use only mass-produced poultry products, 

- the appointed temperature must be reached throughout the whole portion of 
poultry meat, for example the inside of a roast turkey breast or piece of smoked 
poultry, 

- most households do not have thermometers with which to measure the 
maximum temperature inside pieces of meat subjected to heat treatment, 

- an easy and free means of determining the effectiveness of heat treatment is to 
check that there are no pink parts in poultry meat and that egg yolks are not 
'runny',

- starting lists of warnings with imaginary and alleged risks distracts recipients' 
attention from real risks;

Or. pl

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 28
Paragraph 13 c (new)

13c. Calls for reliable information on the threat of a pandemic to be provided through 
the European supervisory system, with a view to counteracting any manipulation 
which serves the interests of pharmaceutical companies;

Or. pl
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Amendment by Avril Doyle

Amendment 29
Paragraph 16

16. Calls for well-structured and multidisciplinary collaboration among experts in human 
and animal health, specialists in the fields of virology, epidemiology, pathology and 
agriculture, as well as communication experts and experts in translating science into 
policy at a  global level; suggests, therefore, the creation of a Task Force on avian 
and pandemic influenza in which all the above-mentioned fields of expertise are 
brought together at European level; emphasises that this Task Force should work 
together with representatives of European vaccine and antiviral industries; considers 
that the Task Force should ensure cooperation and coordination between 
Commission DGs , the European institutions and stakeholders, and should be 
headed by a special coordinator on avian and pandemic influenza;

Or. en

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 30
Paragraph 16

16. Calls for well-structured and multidisciplinary collaboration among experts in human 
and animal health, specialists in the fields of virology, epidemiology, pathology and 
agriculture, as well as communication experts and experts in translating science into 
policy at a global level; suggests, therefore, the creation of a European Influenza Task 
Force, coordinated by the Commission, on which the European Parliament is 
represented and in which all the above-mentioned fields of expertise are brought 
together at European level; emphasises that this Task Force should work together with 
representatives of European vaccine and antiviral industries;

Or. fr

Amendment by Avril Doyle

Amendment 31
Paragraph 16 a (new)

16a. Asks the Commission to create a long-term strategic group on animal health 
epidemics that includes representatives from European institutions and Member 
States as well as major stakeholders. The group should look at long-term solutions 
to animal diseases such as avian influenza, foot-and-mouth disease, classical swine 
fever, etc. as well as issues such as strategic reserves of vaccines, urgent research 
needs and disease control policy;

Or. en
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Amendment by Marie-Noëlle Lienemann

Amendment 32
Paragraph 16 a (new)

16a. Urges that European research and development programmes on emergent diseases 
be launched immediately to develop antivirals, antibiotics and vaccines reliably and 
more quickly; considers that such programmes would be a practical expression of 
the Lisbon Strategy and give the people of Europe a positive impression of that 
strategy;

Or. fr

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 33
Paragraph 17

17. Emphasises that the planning and assessment of national pandemic preparedness plans 
must be multi-sectoral and involve all relevant ministries and stakeholders; stresses 
the importance of ordering vaccines in advance;

Or. fr

Amendment by Marie-Noëlle Lienemann

Amendment 34
Paragraph 17 a (new)

17a. Draws the attention of European authorities and those of the Member States to the 
desirability of consolidating stocks of antibiotics to treat complications of influenza;

Or. fr

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 35
Paragraph 19

19. Stresses that planning for obtaining and using pandemic vaccines is in most countries 
underdeveloped and measures should thus be taken to further develop it in accordance 
with WHO recommendations, possibly by giving the Commission a mandate to order 
vaccines and establish a Community stockpile;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Jules Maaten

Amendment 36
Paragraph 19

19. Stresses that planning for obtaining and using pandemic vaccines is in most countries 
underdeveloped and measures should thus be taken to further develop it in accordance 
with WHO recommendations (deletion) by giving the Commission a mandate to 
establish a Community stockpile;

Or. nl

Amendment by Marie-Noëlle Lienemann

Amendment 37
Paragraph 19 a (new)

19a. Stresses the importance to the European Union and the Member States of 
guaranteeing supplies of the raw materials required for the manufacture of antiviral 
medicines and ensuring their diversification;

Or. fr

Amendment by Jules Maaten

Amendment 38
Paragraph 20 a (new)

20a. Considers that the Commission should take steps to ensure that sufficient antivirals 
and vaccines are available for those who are exposed to the virus in the event of an 
outbreak in one or more Member States;

Or. nl

Amendment by Jules Maaten

Amendment 39
Paragraph 20 b (new)

20b. Expects the Member States and the Commission to ensure that, in the event of a 
pandemic, the antivirals and vaccines which are available are distributed effectively 
among the Member States and countries adjacent to the EU;

Or. nl
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Amendment by Marie-Noëlle Lienemann

Amendment 40
Paragraph 20 a (new)

20a. Calls for the institution of measures to guarantee supplies of eggs for the 
manufacture of vaccines;

Or. fr

Amendment by Françoise Grossetête

Amendment 41
Paragraph 21

21. Emphasises the role of the European Medicines Agency, EMEA, in determining the
use and effectiveness of anti-virals and pandemic vaccines, as well as its role in 
detecting and investigating any adverse effects or reports of reluctance to take 
medication; calls in this connection for the early establishment of the 'conditional 
authorisation' procedure provided for in Article 14(7) of Regulation (EC) No 
726/2004;

Or. fr

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 42
Paragraph 21 a (new)

21a. Calls on Member States to increase orders of seasonal influenza vaccines in line 
with WHO recommendations to  assist the pharmaceutical industry  in increasing 
the production capacity of influenza vaccines, to cope with the substantial increase 
in demand that an influenza pandemic would bring;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie-Noëlle Lienemann

Amendment 43
Paragraph 21 a (new)

21a. Calls on the European Union to take the necessary measures to obtain adequate 
stocks of antivirals and to establish a compulsory licensing system with businesses 
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which produce antivirals to guarantee mass production of these antivirals; calls on 
countries to provide for potential cover for 25 to 30% of the population with 
available antivirals:

Or. fr

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 44
Paragraph 23

23. Stresses that political commitment should be translated into the provision of human 
and financial resources and support for research and development in order to 
(deletion) promote new, swift methods of producing antiviral drugs and vaccines 
with the capacity to meet the greater needs arising in a pandemic, particularly to 
combat new strains of viruses;

Or. el

Amendment by Marios Matsakis

Amendment 45
Paragraph 23

23. Stresses that political and scientific commitment should be translated into the 
provision of human and financial resources and support for research and development 
in order to obtain the most efficient vaccine;

Or. en

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 46
Paragraph 25

25. Points out that adequate funding should be provided in the 7th Research Framework 
Programme in order to support projects addressing various aspects of pandemic 
influenza and other epidemics including joint research with pharmaceutical 
companies on cell-based and DNA vaccines; 

Or. en
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Amendment by Avril Doyle

Amendment 47
Paragraph 26 a (new)

26a. Urges the Commission to work for a more coherent international framework in the 
follow-up of the Beijing pledging conference that goes beyond crisis management 
and addresses the issues of building up a better infrastructure for animal health in 
developing countries, as well as advancing research in animal health products that 
can be used in developed as well as developing countries. 

Or. en

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 48
Paragraph 26 a (new)

26a. Calls on the Commission to study ways of maintaining smoothly operating essential 
services, such as markets, banks, hospitals, and others, in the event of the outbreak 
of a pandemic, etc;

Or. el

Amendment by Antonios Trakatellis

Amendment 49
Paragraph 27 a (new)

27a. Calls on the Commission to submit to the European Parliament and the Council, at 
regular intervals and for as long as the risk of a pandemic lasts, a report on the 
epidemiological developments of the avian pandemic, new scientific advances in 
drugs and vaccines, and the level of preparedness in the Union and the Member 
States;

Or. el

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 50
Paragraph 28 a (new)

28a. Urges the Commission and the Member States to work closely with neighbouring 
states and WHO Europe to ensure that neighbouring states' monitoring and 
emergency response systems are fully developed and effectively implemented;



PE 371.949v01-00 16/17 AM\609562EN.doc

EN

Or. en

Amendment by Marie-Noëlle Lienemann

Amendment 51
Paragraph 28 a (new)

28a. Calls on the European Union to seek, through international bodies, the conferral of 
a genuine power of inquiry and monitoring on the WHO regarding epizootics and 
pandemics in all countries in the world;

Or. fr

Amendment by John Bowis

Amendment 52
Paragraph 29

29. Instructs it President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 
Member States and the World Health Organisation Europe.

Or. en

Amendment by Marios Matsakis

Amendment 53
Paragraph 29

29. Instructs it President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission and the 
Member States and the WHO.

Or. en


