
AM\616909EN.doc PE 374.266v01-00

EN EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
2004 «

«««

«
«
«««

«
«

« 2009

Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality

30.5.2006 PE 374.266v01-00

AMENDMENTS 1-61

Draft report (PE 371.992v01-00)
Hiltrud Breyer
The role and prospects of women in international trade organisations and international policy
(2006/2009(INI))

Motion for a resolution

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 1
Visa 3

deleted

Or. en

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 2
Recital A

A. Whereas international trade has the potential to contribute to gender equality and 
promote women’s economic, social, and political empowerment in (deletion) the 
productive (deletion) sphere;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 3
Recital A

A. Whereas international trade has the potential to contribute to gender equality and 
promote women’s economic, social, and political empowerment in both the productive 
and family spheres; whereas, however, trade liberalisation has contributed to the 
informalisation of labour relations, the decline of decent work conditions and the 
feminisation of unemployment in entire sectors of the economy,

Or. pl

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 4
Recital B

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 5
Recital B

B. Whereas women generally experience more difficulties in gaining access to 
education, property, credit, other resources and factors of production, which makes 
them particularly sensitive to the problems resulting from trade liberalisation,

Or. pt

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 6
Recital B

B. Whereas women and men often do not have the same access to education, property, 
credit, other resources and factors of production and are restricted in their use of the 
potential advantages of trade liberalisation by a market dominated by wealthy 
businesses and monopolies, lack of education, lack of access to funding and loans, 
and poverty,

Or. pl
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Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 7
Recital B

(Does not affect English version.)

Or. fr

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 8
Recital B a (new)

Ba. Whereas in the long term gender inequality, which entails women's having less 
access to means of production and to the market, hampers growth because women 
spend a relatively larger proportion of the income which they earn themselves on 
education, health care and food, and because the economic potential of the whole 
population is not fully exploited,

Or. nl

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer

Amendment 9
Recital C

C. whereas 70% of the 1.3 billion of people living in poverty are women; whereas 
women throughout the world are denied the opportunities they need to improve their 
economic and social condition, while at the same time women have the added 
responsibility of caring for children and the household,

Or. en

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 10
Recital C

C. Whereas 70% of  the 1.3 billion of people living in poverty are women, who often do 
not have access to factors of production, funding and loans or to education, while 
being restricted by businesses that have monopolised the market,

Or. pl
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Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 11
Recital C

C. Whereas 70% of  the 1.3 billion of people living in poverty are women, who often do 
not have the same access to education, property, credit, other resources and factors 
of production as men and are restricted by gender roles and stereotypes in their ability 
to realize the potential advantages of trade liberalisation,

Or. fr

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 12
Recital C

(Does not affect English version.)

Or. fr

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 13
Recital D

D. Whereas trade agreements must fully comply with existing international law on human 
rights and (deletion) existing international conventions calling for sustainable 
development,

Or. fr

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 14
Recital E

E. Whereas women take responsibility more than men for family tasks and social care 
and therefore experience more problems than men in carrying out professional 
activities, including business activities,

Or. fr
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Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 15
Recital E

E. Whereas child-raising and domestic responsibilities as well as  responsibilities of 
maintaining the family and providing social care are generally perceived to be the 
primary function of women in almost all societies but are largely unrecognized and 
unremunerated,

Or. pl

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 16
Recital F

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 17
Recital F

F. Whereas unless market liberalisation takes account of gender-specific factors, it will 
promote such processes as the feminisation of precarious employment, the 
intensification of women's exploitation, and undermining of the livelihood strategies 
of poor women from all over the world, including migrant women,

Or. nl

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 18
Recital G

G. Whereas trade liberalisation has strongly contributed to the expansion of women's 
participation in the informal economy (deletion),

Or. fr
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Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 19
Recital J

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 20
Recital J

J. Whereas the inclusion of an Agreement on Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights 
(TRIPS) within the WTO in 1995 restricted access to generic medicines in such a 
way that in December 2005 in Hong Kong it was agreed that the TRIPS Agreement 
should be amended,

Or. nl

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 21
Paragraph 1

1. Underlines that trade liberalisation has differential impacts for women and men, points 
out the need for (deletion) coherence between the objectives of the European policy 
for gender equality and the objectives of trade, development and aid policy  with the 
aim to promote equality between women and men in these policy areas; stresses that 
economic participation is a key to empower women and to overcome their structural 
discrimination, leading to improved living conditions for women and their families 
and contributing to more active involvement of women in politics; one goal being the 
fair distribution of property, equal rights and economic independence;

Or. pl

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 22
Paragraph 1

1. Underlines that trade liberalisation has differential impacts for women and men, points 
out the need for genuine coherence between the objectives of the European policy for 
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gender equality and the objectives of trade, development and aid policy  with the aim 
to promote equality between women and men in these policy areas; stresses that 
economic participation is a key to empower women and to overcome their structural 
discrimination, leading to improved living conditions for women and their families 
and contributing to more active involvement of women in politics and the 
enhancement of social cohesion; one goal being women's economic independence;

Or. fr

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer

Amendment 23
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Notes that, while many women have also benefited from trade liberalisation and 
foreign direct investment owing to the resulting employment opportunities, 
liberalisation has contributed to the informalisation of labour relations, the decline 
in working conditions and the feminisation of employment in entire sectors of the 
economy;

Or. en

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 24
Paragraph 2

2. Urges the Commission to make approaches to the international economic 
institutions with a view to putting in place an action plan for gender mainstreaming in 
international trade policies, including clear  monitoring and evaluating mechanisms; 
calls for an urgent transformation of existing policies, rules and programmes to 
instruments and tools that promote gender justice and equality;

Or. fr

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 25
Paragraph 3

deleted

Or. fr
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Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 26
Paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Calls on the Commission to submit to Parliament's committees responsible for 
women's rights and for international trade a monthly report cosigned by the 
administrators of the donor organisation and beneficiary of financial aid for women 
in order to prove that European aid has reached its destination, in view of the poor 
administration of European funds by donors and beneficiaries of EU aid, which do 
not reach the women entitled to such aid;

Or. fr

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 27
Paragraph 4

4. Stresses the need for (deletion) studies on the way in which women could benefit 
from trade liberalisation and for systematic collection of gender disaggregated data in 
order to remedy the gender-blindness of current trade policies and policies of global 
economic institutions; invites the Commission to submit to the EP an annual progress 
report on this subject; recalls that gender analysis must be a full part and parcel of the 
Sustainability Impact Assessments (SIA) of trade agreements presently carried out by 
the Commission;

Or. fr

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer

Amendment 28
Paragraph 5

5. Asks the Commission to operate a gender impact assessment (GIA) before concluding 
any trade agreements with third countries and to refrain from facilitating market 
access in trade cooperation with those countries where women's human rights are 
largely violated;

Or. en
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Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 29
Paragraph 5

5. Asks the Commission to operate a gender impact assessment (GIA) before concluding 
any trade agreements with third countries; and to not promote trade cooperation with 
those countries where (deletion) human rights, particularly women's rights, are 
largely violated;

Or. pl

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg

Amendment 30
Paragraph 5

5. Asks the Commission to operate a gender impact assessment (GIA) before concluding 
any trade agreements with third countries; and to stop trade cooperation with those 
countries where women's human rights are largely violated;

Or. pl

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 31
Paragraph 6

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg

Amendment 32
Paragraph 6

6. Asks the Commission for the formal establishment of a Trade and Gender Desk inside 
DG Trade, the role of which would include monitoring whether countries with 
which the EU enjoyed trade relations respected human rights, in particular women's 
rights, and actively responded to cases of human rights violations;

Or. pl
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Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer

Amendment 33
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Considers that the Ministries of Women's Affairs of the countries concerned and the 
DG responsible for Women's Rights and Gender Equality in the Commission should 
be compulsory participants of the negotiating teams for trade agreements;

Or. en

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 34
Paragraph 7

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg

Amendment 35
Paragraph 8

8. Calls on the Commission to ensure that European companies profiting from EU 
market access programmes in the framework of EU cooperation policy do not 
contribute to the spread of practices such as the inhuman exploitation of employees, 
in particular women;

Or. pl

Amendment by Urszula Krupa

Amendment 36
Paragraph 8

8. Calls on the Commission to ensure that European companies profiting from EU 
market access programmes in the framework of EU cooperation policy do not 
contribute to practices such as inhuman sweatshops that exploit workers, in particular
women;

Or. pl



AM\616909EN.doc 11/19 PE 374.266v01-00

EN

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 37
Paragraph 9

9. Underlines that the benefits of employment in the formal and informal economy 
depend on a variety of factors, including wages, working conditions and the security 
of the workplace and women remain discriminated in reaping these benefits; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission, in the context of its development cooperation policy,
to support women in the countries concerned by encouraging their access to credit, 
education and vocational training with a view to reducing the share/proportion of 
informal employment;

Or. fr

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 38
Paragraph 9

9. Underlines that the benefits of employment in the formal and informal economy 
depend on a variety of factors, including wages, working conditions and the security 
of the workplace and women remain discriminated in reaping these benefits; calls, 
therefore, on the Commission to create a particular fund as part of the future trade and 
cooperation agreements with third countries to support women by facilitating their 
access to credit, education, skilled training and to protect workers of informal 
economy; calls on the Commission to submit to Parliament a report cosigned by the 
donors and beneficiaries in order to prove that specific funding has not been used 
for purposes other than those initially intended;

Or. fr

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 39
Paragraph 10

deleted

Or. fr
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Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer

Amendment 40
Paragraph 10 a (new)

10a. Stresses that the high number of job losses in Europe confirms the trend of
increasing industrial restructuring; notes that the worst-hit sectors are 
manufacturing, transport, telecommunications and financial services; calls on the 
Council, the Commission and the Member States to take non-discrimination and 
equality between women and men seriously in regard to the European Globalisation 
Adjustment Fund;

Or. en

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer

Amendment 41
Paragraph 10 b (new)

10b. Calls on the Council, the Commission and the Member States to guarantee gender 
mainstreaming and equal opportunities objectives in all European Funds; stresses 
the need for indications of the progress achieved in promoting equality between men 
and women and in the fight against all forms of discrimination; calls for a balanced 
male/female membership of the Monitoring Committee as laid down in Article 35 of 
General Regulation 1260/1999 on the Structural Funds;

Or. en

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 42
Paragraph 11

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer

Amendment 43
Paragraph 12 a (new)

12a. Calls in particular for developing countries and vulnerable economies to have the 
right to choose whether to open service sectors to market liberalisation, and if they 
decide to do so, which sectors should be so opened; calls for the capacity of 
developing countries and vulnerable economies to invest in and develop a sound 



AM\616909EN.doc 13/19 PE 374.266v01-00

EN

public sector to be enhanced, according to their national needs;

Or. en

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 44
Paragraph 13

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer

Amendment 45
Paragraph 13 a (new)

13a. Points out that the inclusion, in 1995, of an Agreement on Trade Related 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) within the WTO framework has had a 
thoroughly negative impact on women livelihoods, especially in developing 
countries, by making it harder to obtain basic drugs and life-saving medicines and 
by allowing the traditional women's knowledge to be patented without prior consent 
of the local populations concerned and because of the strong enforcement 
mechanisms for these new rules; 

Or. en

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 46
Paragraph 14

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 47
Paragraph 14

14. Calls on the Commission to assess whether the implementation of the agreement 
reached at the WTO Ministerial Meeting in Hong Kong, December 2005, with regard 
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to compulsory licensing of HIV/AIDS antiviral drugs is genuinely resulting in 
greater access to medicines, and to include a gender perspective in this assessment;

Or. nl

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 48
Paragraph 15

15. Stresses that gender related trade distortions linked to the position of women in 
societies, in particular the tasking of women to guarantee food safety, water security 
and environmental protection, should not be regarded as Technical Barriers to Trade 
or subordinated to international trade rules; (deletion)

Or. en

Amendment by Lidia Joanna Geringer de Oedenberg

Amendment 49
Paragraph 15

15. Stresses that gender related trade distortions resulting from the traditional allocation 
of women's and men's roles in some countries, in particular the tasking of women to 
guarantee food safety, water security and environmental protection, should not be 
regarded as Technical Barriers to Trade or subordinated to international trade rules; 
demands that the necessity tests in the TBT and other Agreements are replaced by 
sustainability tests;

Or. pl

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 50
Paragraph 16

16. Calls for the development of national policy measures that would promote gender 
equality, protection and promotion of  employment, social welfare, improve health 
and working conditions of women and men and would contribute to sustainable 
development; points out the importance of respect for national flexibility and policy 
space in all trade and development policy negotiations; asks that ensuring the right of 
developing countries and vulnerable economies to choose whether and which service 
sectors to open or to exempt from market liberalisation must be ensured;
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Or. fr

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 51
Paragraph 16

16. Calls for the development of national policy measures that would promote gender 
equality, protection and promotion of  employment, social welfare, improve health 
conditions of women and men and would contribute to sustainable development; 
points out the importance of respect for national sovereignty and policy space in all 
trade and development policy negotiations; asks that ensuring the right of developing 
countries and vulnerable economies to choose whether and which service sectors to 
open or to exempt from market liberalisation must be ensured;

Or. fr

Amendment by Ria Oomen-Ruijten

Amendment 52
Paragraph 16 a (new)

16a. Calls on the Commission, in its dialogue and cooperation with third countries, to 
devote special attention to the legal restrictions on women's access to means of 
production such as credit, land rights and capital;

Or. nl

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 53
Paragraph 17

17. Stresses that, given the important role of women in small-scale agricultural activities, 
the right of developing countries to develop and implement agricultural policies must 
be respected and strengthened, especially in regard to the WTO Agreement on 
Agriculture; underlines the vast potential of 'micro-credits' as an invaluable tool in 
alleviating poverty; calls on the Commission to submit a monthly report cosigned by 
the donor authorities and the organisations receiving funds in order to prove that 
financial aid has reached its destination;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Ilda Figueiredo

Amendment 54
Paragraph 17

17. Stresses that given the important role of women in family agricultural activities, the 
right of developing countries to develop and implement agricultural policies 
guaranteeing them food sovereignty, in particular in WTO negotiations, must be 
respected and strengthened, especially in regard to the WTO Agreement on 
Agriculture; underlines the importance of 'micro-credits' as a tool in alleviating 
poverty;

Or. pt

Amendment by Maria Carlshamre

Amendment 55
Paragraph 17 a (new)

17a. Wishes to stress, in view of the role of women in small and medium-size farming, 
the health risks frequently arising from farming activities in developing countries 
and the decisive role of women in promoting education and social responsibility in 
the relevant areas, the importance of standardized five-year contracts setting 
minimum price levels for produce;

Or. en

Amendment by Maria Carlshamre

Amendment 56
Paragraph 18

18. Calls on the Commission and Council to assist developing countries in building up 
their capacities in formulation, negotiation, and implementation of the trade policies in 
a way that is tailored to each country's need and promotes a sustainable, gender-
balanced economic development; demands that all (deletion) assistance provided is 
gender-balanced;

Or. sv

Amendment by Maria Carlshamre

Amendment 57
Paragraph 18 a (new)

18a. Considers that gender impact assessments should be conducted at an early stage of 
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the planning and budgeting of assistance to developing countries; considers that 
this would enable policy-makers to evaluate the effect of a given policy on women 
and men more accurately and to compare and assess the current situation and 
trends with the expected results of the proposed policy; believes that the annual 
report should contain a section on the follow-up to gender impact assessments;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 58
Paragraph 19

19. Welcomes the good practices of some states as regards women's representation in the 
boards of joint stock companies with international trade relations;

Or. fr

Amendment by Anna Záborská

Amendment 59
Paragraph 21

deleted

Or. fr

Amendment by Hiltrud Breyer

Amendment 60
Paragraph 21 a (new)

21a. Stresses that economic participation is essential to building women's confidence and 
capability and improving their status in the community; also stresses that access to 
resources gives women the ability to build income and assets, which makes it 
possible to create an environment in which low-income and poor women may build 
businesses, improve living conditions, keep families well-fed and healthy, educate 
children, develop respect at home and in the community and become involved in 
politics; underlines the vast potential of 'micro-credits' as an invaluable tool in 
alleviating poverty, promoting self-sufficiency and stimulating economic activity in 
some of the world's most destitute and disadvantaged countries;

Or. en
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Amendment by Ana Maria Gomes

Amendment 61
Paragraph 21 b (new)

21b. Calls on Member States to do their utmost to recruit women to their trade ministries 
at all levels including at ministerial level, in order to ensure that a gender 
perspective is taken into account in world trade negotiations; also calls on the 
Member States to encourage women to put themselves forward as candidates for 
positions in international organisations such as the WTO, the World Bank, the IMF 
and the ILO and to support women that do so; 

Or. en


