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Communication from the Commission "Halting the loss of Biodiversity by 2010 — and 
beyond. Sustaining ecosystem services for human well–being"
(2006/2233(INI))

Motion for a resolution

Amendment by Adamos Adamou

Amendment 1
Recital B

B. Whereas there are few adequate indicators available (deletion)for effectively 
measuring the extent to which the imperatives of biological diversity are being 
complied with in the implementation of the various policies, one of the most notable 
being the Common Farmland Bird Index,

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Anne Isler Béguin

Amendment 2
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Stresses the intrinsic value of biodiversity and the urgency of protecting it from 
further degradation due to human influence and interference, including but not 
limited to exploitation, climate change and habitat loss;

Or. en
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Amendment by Marie Anne Isler Béguin

Amendment 3
Paragraph 3

3. Recognises (deletion) the vital importance of healthy ecosystems for prosperity and 
well-being in the EU and worldwide;

Or. en

Amendment by Marios Matsakis

Amendment 4
Paragraph 3

3. Recognises the intrinsic value of biodiversity and the vital importance of healthy 
ecosystems for prosperity and well-being in the EU and worldwide;

Or. en

Amendment by Marios Matsakis

Amendment 5
Paragraph 4

4. (deletion) Stresses that climate change and biodiversity loss are closely linked and are 
equally important;

Or. en

Amendment by Riitta Myller

Amendment 6
Paragraph 5

5. Reaffirms the urgent need for an effort to meet commitments to halt the loss of 
biodiversity in EU by 2010 (by the European Council in Gothenburg 2001, the 
Sustainable Development Strategy and the Sixth Environmental Action Programme); 
underlines the urgent need for intensified and coordinated efforts to halt this trend, in 
particular in the light of the short time remaining to meet the 2010 commitments;
supports the integrated approach proposed in the Commission's communication, 
according to which halting the reduction in natural diversity should form part of all 
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relevant EU policies;

Or. fi

Amendment by Marie Anne Isler Béguin

Amendment 7
Paragraph 6

6. Recognises the potential importance of the emerging concept of ecosystem services as 
promoted by the Commission Communication as a tool for incorporating the 
economic value of biodiversity into other policy areas and suggests that the 
maintenance of ecosystem services should become a fundamental goal of all EU 
horizontal and sectoral policies; warns, however, against reducing the value of 
biodiversity to the benefits humans can derive from it, or viewing the loss of 
biodiversity as only an economic concern;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Anne Isler Béguin

Amendment 8
Paragraph 8 a (new)

8a. In this contexts calls on the Commission to study and make proposals for practical 
measures in order to internalise the cost of biodiversity loss into activities that have 
a significant negative impact on biodiversity;

Or. en

Amendment by Marios Matsakis

Amendment 9
Paragraph 9 a (new)

9a. Emphasises the importance of including in the Natura 2000 network areas in the 
overseas countries and  territories which are under the sovereignty of EU Member 
States;

Or. en
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Amendment by Riitta Myller

Amendment 10
Paragraph 10

10. Stresses the importance of additional measures focused on threatened species and 
recognises the value of extending the use of species action plans in this regard;
stresses that habitats and species whose protection is required by the directive 
should be reviewed scientifically at regular intervals;

Or. fi

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 11
Paragraph 11 a (new)

11a. Recognises that while the capture of and trade in live animals continues to present 
threats to biodiversity, Europe also has a number of zoological institutions and 
other organisations that are demonstrating through breeding programmes and 'in 
situ' conservation measures that they have a role to play in maintaining the survival 
of some endangered species;

Or. en

Amendment by Carmen Fraga Estévez

Amendment 12
Paragraph 12

12. Recognises that land use planning and exploitation of wild species (through hunting 
and fishing) are key factors affecting biodiversity and ecosystem services; stresses in 
particular threats to high-nature-value farmland and forests posed by both 
intensification and abandonment; recognises the threats posed to fish stocks, non-
target species and marine habitats caused by ecologically unsustainable uses of the 
marine environment, including illegal practices;

Or. es
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Amendment by Marie Anne Isler Béguin

Amendment 13
Paragraph 12

12. Recognises that land use planning and exploitation of wild species (through hunting 
and fishing) are key factors affecting biodiversity and ecosystem services; stresses in 
particular threats to high-nature-value farmland and forests posed by both 
intensification and abandonment; recognises the threats posed to fish stocks, non-
target species and marine habitats caused by ecologically unsustainable fishing 
practices including illegal fishing and fishing using destructive and non-selective 
technologies;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Anne Isler Béguin

Amendment 14
Paragraph 13 a (new)

13a. Is concerned at the diminishing diversity in farmed animals and plant varieties; 
calls therefore for immediate transposition of Council Directive 98/95/EC1, which 
provides a legal basis to permit, within the framework of legislation on the seed 
trade, the conservation, by use in situ and on farms, of varieties threatened by 
genetic erosion; 

Or. en

Amendment by Gyula Hegyi

Amendment 15
Paragraph 14

14. Stresses the importance of timely and effective implementation of the Water 
Framework Directive to attain 'good ecological status' of freshwaters and the 
Integrated Coastal Zone Management Recommendation; urges Member States to 
make use of the economic instruments provided by Article 5 and Article 9 of the 
Water Framework Directive in order to give an incentive for the careful use of this 
scarce resource and provide a sound financial basis for the implementation of the 
River Basin Management Plans; stresses the importance of putting in place an 
ambitious Marine Framework Directive towards attaining 'good environmental 
condition' of marine environment; stresses the importance that the forthcoming Marine 
Strategy places maintenance of biodiversity and ecosystem services as a key over-
riding objective;

  
1 OJ L 25, 1.2.1999, p. 1.
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Or. en

Amendment by Gyula Hegyi

Amendment 16
Paragraph 16

16. Recognises the threat to ecosystems from certain pesticides, flame retardants and other 
persistent, bio-accumulative and toxic chemicals; stresses the importance in this 
regard of effective implementation of (deletion)REACH; stresses the need to monitor 
bio-accumulation of such pollutants through the use of top predators in terrestrial, 
freshwater and marine environments; considers furthermore that special attention 
should be given to the hazards of pesticide use as they are designed to be toxic and 
are used in the environment; points out that the new European pesticide legislation 
- proposal for a regulation on the placing of plant protection products on the market 
(COM(2006)0388 - 2006/0136(COD)); proposal for a framework directive on the 
sustainable use of pesticides (COM(2006)0372 - 2006/0132(COD)); Thematic 
strategy on the sustainable use of pesticides (COM(2006)0373 - 2007/2006(INI)) -
should ensure that the European biodiversity loss does not grow due to pesticide 
use;

Or. en

Amendment by Avril Doyle

Amendment 17
Paragraph 18 a (new)

18a. Highlights that immuno contraception could play a decisive role in the control of 
mammalian invasive alien species (IAS) and notes the important research currently 
underway in this field; urges the Commission to allocate financing for European 
research into immuno contraception and to issue a call for project proposals; notes 
that the LIFE + Programme is one existing framework that could be utilised to 
better effect to encourage action on IAS;

Or. en

Amendment by Andres Tarand

Amendment 18
Paragraph 18 a (new)

18a. Calls on the Commission to take steps towards proposing legislation to ban the 
introduction of alien species in the European Union;
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Or. en

Amendment by Dorette Corbey

Amendment 19
Paragraph 19

19. Draws attention to the sometimes disastrous impact of exotic organisms in the 
marine ecosystem; calls for urgent measures to prevent the transfer of organisms in 
ballast water and urges MS to implement the International Convention for the Control 
and Management of Ship's Ballast Water and Sediments under the IMO;

Or. nl

Amendment by Avril Doyle and Adamos Adamou

Amendment 20
Paragraph 20

20. Emphasises the importance of fully implementing the EU legislative framework on 
Genetically Modified Organisms; highlights the potential risks to biodiversity of 
industrial-scale production of GM crops and asks the Commission to evaluate the 
impact on European ecosystems;

Or. en

Amendment by Riitta Myller

Amendment 21
Paragraph 21

21. Strongly supports the effective implementation of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) and urges EU leadership in this respect; stresses the importance of 
implementing CBD programmes of work including on protected areas; stresses the 
need to conclude work on an international regime on access to genetic resources and 
benefit-sharing; stresses that the mutual support and synergy between international 
environmental agreements should be increased;

Or. fi
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Amendment by Gyula Hegyi

Amendment 22
Paragraph 21

21. Strongly supports the effective implementation of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) and urges EU leadership in this respect; stresses the importance of 
implementing CBD programmes of work including on protected areas; stresses the 
need to conclude work on an international regime on access to genetic resources and 
benefit-sharing; proposes that third countries receiving EU subsidies should respect 
EU biodiversity policies;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Anne Isler Béguin

Amendment 23
Paragraph 23

23. Highlights the threat to biodiversity posed by deep sea bottom-trawling and other 
unsustainable fishing practices; takes note of the recent decision in the UN General 
Assembly in this regard; (deletion)urges the Commission to work with the UN and 
the relevant Regional Fisheries Management Organisations, where they exist, to 
adopt and implement measures to manage all fisheries that are conducted on the 
high seas, including those using trawls; further urges the Commission to work 
towards the urgent implementation of measures to protect important deep sea habitats 
in the high seas from destructive fishing practices, including bottom-trawling;

Or. en

Amendment by Carmen Fraga Estévez

Amendment 24
Paragraph 23

23. Highlights the threat to biodiversity posed by (deletion) bottom-trawling as regards 
certain marine habitats, for example coral reefs and undersea mountains and 
chimneys; takes note of the recent decision in the UN General Assembly in this 
regard; urges the Commission to submit further legislative proposals on the 
protection of such habitats in EU waters; urges the Commission to keep working with 
the UN and regional fisheries organisations towards the urgent implementation of 
measures to protect important deep sea habitats in the high seas from destructive 
fishing practices;

Or. es
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Amendment by Carmen Fraga Estévez

Amendment 25
Paragraph 23 a (new)

23a. Draws attention in this connection to the package of measures recently unveiled by 
the EU in the UN, amounting to an assurance that bottom-trawling which might 
adversely affect vulnerable ecosystems will have to be assessed before being 
authorised and that measures to that end must be implemented under the 
responsibility of regional fisheries organisations (RFOs) or, if the zones in question 
are not yet regulated by such bodies, by the flag states of the vessels concerned;

Or. es

Amendment by Gyula Hegyi

Amendment 26
Paragraph 29

29. Recognises the 'ecological footprint' arising from EU trade on biodiversity and 
ecosystem services in third countries; urges the Commission and Member States to 
identify major impacts of trade on biodiversity and ecosystem services, in particular 
through sustainability impact assessments; stresses the importance of putting in place 
measures to reduce the ecological impact of globalisation within the context of 
multilateral, regional and bilateral free trade agreements; stresses that European 
policies should not lead to a lowering of biodiversity in third countries.

Or. en

Amendment by Carmen Fraga Estévez

Amendment 27
Paragraph 32

32. Applauds the approach to be pursued under the new fisheries partnership 
agreements, based on sustainability of stocks, the priority assigned to efforts to 
encompass the third countries concerned within a sustainable fishing culture and 
the ever increasing Community funding for national fisheries plans based on 
sustainable criteria in those countries, the contributions for scientific and training 
purposes and the aid to encourage the third countries to join RFOs, and the 
investment to be made under the agreements in advanced technology applications to 
improve surveillance; can only commend the role, absolutely measurable in 
objective terms, which fisheries agreements have played in the past in enabling the 
people of many less developed countries to gain greater access to their own fish 
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stocks, creating jobs in coastal areas as a result of the activities of the Community 
fleet, and strengthening the financial position of those areas on account of the cold-
storage plants and processing industries set up on land; and, applauds the fact that 
contact with strictly regulated fleets, as the Community fleets are, has helped to 
bring about a gradual change for the better in the approach to fisheries 
management;

Or. es

Amendment by Gyula Hegyi

Amendment 28
Paragraph 36

36. Recognises the immense challenge posed by the need to understand biodiversity; 
expresses strong concern that the level of resources dedicated to research on 
biodiversity and ecosystems is far too low given the critical importance of the issue to 
our prosperity and wellbeing; urges that higher priority be given to funding for 
biodiversity research in Community (FP7) and national research programmes; 
recognises the need to raise public awareness of the importance of biodiversity;

Or. en

Amendment by Gyula Hegyi

Amendment 29
Paragraph 37

37. Recognises the need for more effective mechanisms to bring the evidence base 
relating to biodiversity and ecosystem services to bear on policy at Community, 
Member State and international levels; supports the proposal to put in place a new EU 
mechanism for independent, authoritative advice for this purpose, taking due account 
of existing provisions; calls on the Commission to prepare studies and assessments 
on the impacts of renewable energy production on biodiversity and on the change in 
biodiversity in urban areas, including both the positive and the negative impacts of 
new species appearing in urban areas;

Or. en
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Amendment by Dorette Corbey

Amendment 30
Paragraph 37 a (new)

37a. Is concerned about the decline in many fish species and about the fact that the 
scientific reports of ICES are only partially adhered to, if at all, when setting the 
annual TACs; recognises that the scientific reports are not political diktats, but 
considers that there must be strong reasons and good arguments for not complying 
with the scientific recommendations; considers that, in that case, the Commission 
and Council must also produce arguments to show that the Maximum Sustainable 
Yield (MSY) principle is genuinely being complied with in the EU;

Or. nl

Amendment by Carmen Fraga Estévez

Amendment 31
Paragraph 39

39. Stresses the responsibility of MS to take up all available opportunities under the CAP, 
the CFP, the Cohesion and Structural Funds and Life+ and the Seventh Framework 
Programme, adhering to their respective objectives and priorities, and to allocate 
national resources; urges that greater consideration be given to financial needs in the 
budget review 2008-09, during which there should be an assessment of the sufficiency 
and availability of EU financing for biodiversity, especially for Natura 2000;

Or. es

Amendment by Gyula Hegyi

Amendment 32
Paragraph 39 a (new)

39a. Draws attention to the possibilities that exist under the Environmental Liability 
Directive to apply the polluter pays principle and urges Member States to use these 
possibilities to finance measures to help achieve environmental objectives, including 
those of the Habitats and Birds Directives;

Or. en
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Amendment by Marie Anne Isler Béguin

Amendment 33
Paragraph 42 a (new)

42a. Emphasises the significance of full and consistent implementation and enforcement 
of the Birds and Habitats Directives; insists that the Commission and Member 
States dedicate sufficient resources and attention to this task;

Or. en

Amendment by Dorette Corbey

Amendment 34
Paragraph 45 a (new)

45a. Notes that biodiversity is an abstract concept which strikes a chord with only few 
people, but that many people do feel emotionally attached to landscapes and their 
historical manmade features, and appreciate their beauty; regrets that large-scale 
agriculture has eroded the biodiversity and beauty of landscapes; considers that 
restoring landscapes, for example hedgerows between meadows, would be widely 
applauded and would help to restore biodiversity;

Or. nl

Amendment by Chris Davies

Amendment 35
Paragraph 45 a (new)

45a. Notes that Europe's zoos and aquaria are visited annually by more than 100 million 
people, and recognises that these institutions have a significant role to play in
raising public environmental awareness;

Or. en

Amendment by Gyula Hegyi

Amendment 36
Paragraph 48

48. Welcomes the Commission's proposal for submission of mid-term (to end 2008) and 
final (to end 2010 and to end 2013) evaluations of progress towards the targets of the 
Commission's Action Plan Communication to the Council and Parliament; stresses that 
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the findings of these evaluations should inform broader policy and budgetary review 
processes including the 2008-09 budget review and policy and budgetary reviews for 
the post-2013 period; urges the Commission to put forward a comprehensive long-
term strategy on biodiversity after 2010;

Or. en


