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Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 1
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the aim of the Communication on Social services of general interest to 
promote the modernisation of social services within the Community in order to provide 
services with a high level of quality, safety and efficiency, respecting consumer and 
user rights, and patient dignity and the freedom to provide cross-border services;

Or. en

Amendment by Evangelia Tzampazi

Amendment 2
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the aim of the Communication on Social services of general interest to 
guarantee a legal framework within the Community in order to provide services with a 
high level of quality, safety and efficiency, respecting consumer and user rights, and 
patient dignity within the existing diversity of traditions, structures and situations in 
Member States; considers it desirable to ensure greater legal safety regarding services 
of general interest in particular social services and medical and pharmaceutical
treatment, by means of a proposal for a specific sectoral European Parliament and 
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Council directive if necessary;

Or. el

Amendment by Anne Ferreira

Amendment 3
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Recalls that the social and health services of general interest must be excluded from 
the scope of the directive on services in the internal market; 

Or. fr

Amendment by Anne Ferreira

Amendment 4
Paragraph 1 b (new)

1b. Regrets that this communication does not cover health services;

Or. fr

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 5
Paragraph 2

2. Points out that social services of general interest are essential for the economic, social 
and territorial cohesion in the EU as they respond to public service obligations and 
objectives of general interest (deletion) defined by each Member State's competent 
authorities in accordance with the subsidiarity principle; underlines the importance of 
transparency in the definition of these objectives particularly given that such services 
are increasingly delivered by third parties, by way of public-private partnerships and 
outsourcing, and as such come under Community law;

Or. en
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Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 6
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Considers that the right of Member States to define their own social services should 
be made compatible with the required legal certainty which should protect social 
service providers throughout the territory of the EU;

Or. en

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 7
Paragraph 2b (new)

2b. Welcomes the launch of the Commission's consultation process which will clarify the 
characteristics of social services of general interest and their compatibility with 
Community rules, in particular the right to provide cross-border services;

Or. en

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 8
Paragraph 3

3. Argues that social services of general interest should be considered as fundamental 
rights for EU citizens, as they concern primary services for everyday life; considers, 
therefore, that they need to be regarded as a specific sector responding mainly to the 
principles of social inclusion, (deletion) efficiency and financial sustainability; 
recognises the role of the private sector in this regard;

Or. en

Amendment by Anne Ferreira

Amendment 9
Paragraph 3

3. Argues that social services of general interest make it possible to guarantee the 
exercise of the fundamental rights of EU citizens, as they concern primary services for 
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everyday life; considers, therefore, that they need to be regarded as a specific sector 
responding mainly to the principles of solidarity, social inclusion and efficiency;

Or. fr

Amendment by Roberto Musacchio

Amendment 10
Paragraph 3a (new)

3a. Underlines that social services play a key role in the prevention of major diseases and 
that they are linked to the more complex work done by healthcare operators; 
therefore, any clear separation between social and healthcare services should be 
rejected, whilst their interlinked positive actions should be strengthened, thus 
promoting a more cohesive welfare policy;

Or. en

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 11
Paragraph 4

4. Stresses that in evaluating the characteristics in the supply of such services, public 
authorities should take into account as an overriding evaluation the advantages of 
guaranteeing social cohesion and better social inclusion when users are often directly 
involved in providing the service by means of non-profit organizations whilst at the 
same time guaranteeing open and transparent bidding and respect for free 
competition;

Or. en

Amendment by Anne Ferreira

Amendment 12
Paragraph 4a (new)

4a. Stresses in this connection that, in providing for the risks of everyday life, such as 
those concerning health, work related accidents, etc., particular attention must be 
given to dependent persons, whether their dependency relates to disability or age;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 13
Paragraph 5

5. Points out that European level governance should help to ensure that in the provision of 
these services, Member States consider the following principles:

• equal universal access;

• full territorial coverage, geographical and social accessibility to reliable high-quality
service at affordable prices and uniform quality standards;

• socially acceptable concessionary charges for disabled persons, low-income groups 
and mechanisms designed to combat social exclusion;

• measures to avoid regional disparities, ensure legal certainty, transparency and 
compliance with the framework conditions for the provision of services;

• transparent definition of services to be considered of general interest;

• the freedom to provide services and freedom of establishment;

• compliance with Community law when implementing these services particularly 
with respect to EU public procurement directives;

• the benefit of introducing market competition in terms of efficiency and quality 
gains;

Or. en

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 14
Paragraph 6

6. Is of the opinion that in accordance with these principles, the competent authorities 
should be free to oversee the organisation of social services as long as this does not 
present a barrier to the fundamental freedoms to provide services and of 
establishment as set out in Articles 43 and 49 of the EC Treaty and the principle of 
non-discrimination is respected;

Or. en
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Amendment by Anne Ferreira

Amendment 15
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Takes the view that competition policy cannot be a criteria in a detailed definition of
purposes of social services of general interest; stresses that the case law established by 
the Court of Justice, referred to in part in the Commission communication, cannot be 
considered as outweighing the will of European or national legislators;

Or. fr

Amendment by Anne Ferreira

Amendment 16
Paragraph 6 b (new)

6b. Considers that in view of the above and the specific role of social services of general 
interest as pillars of European society and the European economy, as well as their 
contribution to numerous essential European Union objectives and values, social 
services of general interest should be considered as a separate legal category and 
accorded exemptions regarding the applicability to them of certain Community rules 
when Member States come to decide on the means of implementing the principles and 
objectives embodied therein;

Or. fr

Amendment by Anne Ferreira

Amendment 17
Paragraph 6 c (new)

6c. Accordingly calls for further consultation and cooperation between those concerned 
to establish the framework necessary for the functioning and realisation of the 
objectives of social services of general interest while respecting their guiding 
principles and values;

Or. fr
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Amendment by Anne Ferreira

Amendment 18
Paragraph 6 d (new)

6d. Accordingly calls on the Commission, at the end of the consultation procedure, to 
submit a legislative proposal concerning social services of general interest,
guaranteeing the realisation of their objectives and their guiding values and 
principles;

Or. fr

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 19
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6a. Notes that previous experience in some Member States shows that openness to 
competition with appropriate safeguards for the social services sector is a positive
factor for economic growth and employment creation, and for improving the quality 
of the services supplied.

Or. en


