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Amendment by Vladimír Železný

Amendment 1
Recital A

A. whereas one of the objectives of the Lisbon Strategy is that every section of the 
population should be able to benefit from the information society, including those 
disadvantaged on the grounds of education, age, gender, ethnicity, social origin, 
disability, and those living in the least-favoured areas,

Or. en

Amendment by Jill Evans

Amendment 2
Recital A

A. whereas one of the objectives of the Lisbon Strategy is that every section of the 
population should be able to benefit from the information society, including those 
disadvantaged on the grounds of education, age, gender or origin, disabled persons 
and those living in the least-favoured and remote areas,

Or. en
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Amendment by Maria Petre

Amendment 3
Recital A

A. whereas one of the objectives of the Lisbon strategy is that every sector of the 
population should be able to benefit from the advantages of the informational 
society, including those disadvantaged on the grounds of education, age, gender or 
origin, disabled persons and those living in the least-favoured areas;

Or. ro

Amendment by Maria Petre

Amendment 4
Recital B

B. whereas the Community strategic guidelines for economic, social and territorial 
cohesion for 2007-2013 make a priority of ensuring the availability of ICT 
infrastructure where market mechanisms are unable to make it available at a 
reasonable cost and in sufficient quantity to accommodate the services required, 
particularly in isolated and rural districts and in the new Member States;

Or. ro

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 5
Recital B

B. whereas the Community strategic guidelines for economic, social and territorial 
cohesion for 2007-2013 make a priority of ensuring the availability of ICT 
infrastructure where the market is unable to provide it at a reasonable cost and in 
sufficient quantity to accommodate the services required, particularly in the outermost 
regions, in isolated and rural districts, and in the new Member States,

Or. pt
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Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 6
Recital B a (new)

Ba. whereas some parts of geographically highly fragmented outermost regions still 
have no access to essential ICT infrastructure such as broadband Internet; whereas 
this applies to, for example, the western Azores group (Flores and Corvo), which 
thus has to suffer greater constraints on account of its remoteness and is therefore 
being penalised twice over,

Or. pt

Amendment by Oldřich Vlasák

Amendment 7
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the Commission’s determination to reduce the digital divide between town 
and country and in this respect points out the importance of local authorities in the 
development of broadband, as they play a key role in relations with the public;

Or. cs

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski

Amendment 8
Paragraph 1

1. Welcomes the Commission's determination to reduce the digital divide between town 
and country in terms of broadband access;

Or. pl

Amendment by Maria Petre

Amendment 9
Paragraph 1

1. Supports the Commission's determination to reduce the digital gap between town and 
country;

Or. ro
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Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 10
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Points to the need to make ICT infrastructure accessible in the outermost regions, 
including broadband Internet access, bearing in mind that facilities of this type 
could help to overcome some of the development constraints recognised in Article 
299(2) of the Treaty, as well as combating ‘info-exclusion’ and fostering economic 
and social cohesion; considers it necessary to allow for the differences between 
individual outermost regions, one example being the constraint imposed by 
geographical fragmentation of the kind that exists in the Azores and the Canary 
Islands, which implies a need to guarantee the right of access in all parts of the
outermost regions to their inhabitants as a whole;

Or. pt

Amendment by Lambert van Nistelrooij

Amendment 11
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Encourages the Commission to closely examine whether the regulatory framework 
is fully implemented, what the possibilities of public-private partnership are in these 
investments, in what measure state aid rules are to be applied when structural and 
rural funds are to used for broadband investments; asks the Commission to ensure 
that EU funding will not support market incumbents or monopolies and that the 
awarding of structural and rural funds is not delayed by these examinations;

Or. en

Amendment by Manfred Weber

Amendment 12
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Calls for broadband connections to be made available to all EU citizens as a 
universal service in the same way as landline phone connections by the end of the 
current programming period in 2013;  

Or. de
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Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 13
Paragraph 1 a (new)

1a. Calls on the Commission and Member States to give preference to broadband 
Internet solutions and technologies in the computerisation of government 
departments, the education sector and SMEs (e.g. application service providers, 
terminal servers);

Or. pl

Amendment by Manfred Weber

Amendment 14
Paragraph 1 b (new)

1b. Calls for it to be a declared objective for broadband connection to be made available 
in principle to all EU citizens as a universal service in the same way as landline 
phone connections; 

Or. de

Amendment by Pedro Guerreiro

Amendment 15
Paragraph 1 b (new)

1b. Draws attention to the fact that ICT infrastructure and services are also intended to 
advance the public good and that it is necessary to combat ‘info-exclusion’; 
considers that the authorities have to ensure that all citizens can gain access to ICT, 
thereby enabling their benefits to extend to every section of the population;

Or. pt

Amendment by Manfred Weber

Amendment 16
Paragraph 1 c (new)

1c. Stresses that broadband connection, given the spectacularly rapid development of 
the new media, offers the only technically reliable access to media products such as 
Internet TV and Internet telephony, and will thus prevent people in rural areas from 
being cut of from society in the cities where broadband is available; 
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Or. de

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski

Amendment 17
Paragraph 2

2. Emphasises the role of ICT in enhancing the attractiveness and competitiveness of the 
regions (reorganisation of manufacturing methods, creation of businesses, jobs and 
services such as e-government, e-health, e-education, e-culture and e-commerce);

Or. pl

Amendment by Maria Petre

Amendment 18
Paragraph 2

2. Emphasises the role of ICT in enhancing attractiveness and competitiveness at 
regional level (reorganisation of manufacturing methods, creation of businesses, jobs 
and services such as e-government, e-health, e-education, e-commerce);

Or. ro

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 19
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Considers there is an urgent need to plan now for the rollout of VDSL, even in 
areas where the shift from narrowband to broadband is not yet complete, in order to 
permit access to these new electronic services and the most recent innovative ICT 
applications; 

Or. fr

Amendment by Maria Petre

Amendment 20
Paragraph 3

3. Points out that, in remote districts, ICT are much more useful since they make it 
possible to ensure that distances no longer represent an obstacle by facilitating 
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relations between users and services, customers and suppliers, members of the public 
and public authorities and to cut costs and stipulated deadlines;

Or. ro

Amendment by Margie Sudre

Amendment 21
Paragraph 3

3. Points out that, in the peripheral, rural, island and outermost regions, ICT are even 
more useful since they make it possible to overcome distance by facilitating relations
between users and services, customers and suppliers, members of the public and 
public authorities and to cut costs and deadlines;

Or. fr

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski

Amendment 22
Paragraph 3

3. Points out that, in remote districts, ICT are even more useful since they make it 
possible to overcome distance by facilitating relations between users and services, 
customers and suppliers, members of the public and public authorities and to cut costs 
and deadlines in the performance of services;

Or. pl

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 23
Paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Stresses that local and regional authorities have a major part to play in the rollout 
of ITC in rural areas, in the outermost regions and in regions with natural 
handicaps and low population density, where private enterprise regards the markets 
as unprofitable, but also considers it necessary for the European Union and the 
Member States to commit themselves alongside these authorities; 

Or. fr
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Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski

Amendment 24
Paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Calls on Member States and regional authorities for greater attention to be paid in 
sectoral and regional operational programmes to expanding ITC infrastructure, 
particularly in areas that have hitherto been neglected in this respect; 

Or. pl

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski

Amendment 25
Paragraph 4

4. Calls on national and regional authorities for an audit to be made of existing network 
capacity and regional requirements in terms of HDSL in order to identify 
shortcomings in the public and private sectors and potential synergies between 
regional poles of activity and to use the optimum technological mix with a view to 
sustainable and high-quality activity when making new investments;

Or. pl

Amendment by Markus Pieper

Amendment 26
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Calls on the Member States to arrange the tendering procedures for broadband 
services and/or radio frequencies in such a way that rural areas and peripheral 
regions are also given access as rapidly as possible; in this connection, calls for 
SMEs offering communications services to be given a realistic chance to compete; 

Or. de

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 27
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Calls for both the building of new fibre-optic networks and the purchase of rights to 
the use of fibre-optic cable capacity under IRU (Indefeasible Right of Use) legal 
arrangements to be included among the eligible costs;
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Or. pl

Amendment by Maria Petre

Amendment 28
Paragraph 5

5. Believes it is appropriate, in the light of particular geographical circumstances and of 
the development backlog in certain territories and Member States, to invest directly in 
the latest technological innovations, using the radio or wire media for transmission 
purposes;

Or. ro

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski

Amendment 29
Paragraph 5

5. (Does not affect English version.)

Or. pl

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 30
Paragraph 5 a (new)

5a. Recommends that the issue of HDTV should not be dealt with separately from the 
debate on VDSL and considers, in this connection, that the frequencies freed up by 
the shift to digital TV will be very useful in providing the necessary capacity for 
more thinly populated areas where the use of fibre is difficult and costly; 

Or. fr

Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 31
Paragraph 5 a (new)

5a. Calls on the Commission and Member States to make it compulsory to lay tele-
technical ducts during the implementation of all line and network infrastructure 
investments, such as roads, sewage systems, water supply systems and heating and 



PE 386.334v01-00 10/12 AM\655766EN.doc

EN

energy supply networks, so as to enable fibre-optic cables to be installed either 
immediately or at a later date, and calls for particularly strict compliance with this 
requirement to be ensured in connection with EU-funded infrastructure building 
and renovation work;

Or. pl

Amendment by Oldřich Vlasák

Amendment 32
Paragraph 5 a (new)

5a. Points out the possible conflict between effective support for free access to the 
internet through creating free-of-charge networks using support from the structural 
funds and the rules on public aid, and calls on stakeholders to find a structural 
solution to this problem;

Or. cs

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski

Amendment 33
Paragraph 6

6. Stresses the need for improved command of ICT by Community citizens and calls on 
regional and local authorities to enable the public to learn how to use information 
technologies at universally available, free-of-charge lessons and training courses;

Or. pl

Amendment by Maria Petre

Amendment 34
Paragraph 6

6. Stresses the need for improvements regarding the command of ICT by European 
citizens through the funding of multimedia public areas in which they could attend 
collective learning workshops and use available equipment free of charge;

Or. ro
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Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 35
Paragraph 7

7. Calls for an individual mediation service also to be offered to the most disadvantaged
members of the public remotest from ICT such as the elderly and people with 
disabilities, so that the Information Society can become a genuinely inclusive 
society;

Or. fr

Amendment by Mieczysław Edmund Janowski

Amendment 36
Paragraph 7

7. Calls on regional and local authorities to provide individual training to persons 
unfamiliar with ICT who are either elderly or in some way disadvantaged;

Or. pl

Amendment by Maria Petre

Amendment 37
Paragraph 7

7. Calls for the creation of an individual mediation service also for the most 
disadvantaged members of the public without easy access to ICT such as the elderly;

Or. ro

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 38
Paragraph 7 a (new)

7a. Stresses the usefulness of ITC in areas with ageing populations, in enabling people 
to remain at home and retain their independence; 

Or. fr
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Amendment by Grażyna Staniszewska

Amendment 39
Paragraph 8

8. Emphasises the usefulness of exchanging best practice about the promotion of the 
information society and of setting up model projects concerning the obtention of 
funding from various sources and the use of PPP arrangements to facilitate 
information society initiatives, particularly in rural and semi-rural areas.

Or. pl

Amendment by Maria Petre

Amendment 40
Paragraph 8

8. Emphasises the useful purpose served by exchanging best practice about the 
promotion of the informational society.

Or. ro

Amendment by Bernadette Bourzai

Amendment 41
Paragraph 8 a (new)

8a. Considers it important to mobilise ITC research and ITC partnerships between 
universities, local authorities and business; 

Or. fr


