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Amendment by Ole Christensen

Amendment 1
Paragraph 2

2. Agrees with the Commission action programme target of (deletion) reduction of 
unnecessary and disproportionate administrative burdens by 2012;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 2
Paragraph 2

2. Agrees with the Commission action programme target of 25 % reduction of 
unnecessary and disproportionate administrative burdens at all levels (European, 
national and regional) by 2012, and calls on the Commission to cooperate with the 
Member States and its co-legislators to this end;

Or. el
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Amendment by Ole Christensen

Amendment 3
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Warns, however, against the use of an absolute target of 25 % and encourages a 
rationalisation of the evaluation;

Or. en

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 4
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2a. Supports the conclusion that this must be a joint objective which can only be 
attained on the basis of a common endeavour by the Member States and the 
European institutions;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 5
Paragraph 2 a (new)

2α. Stresses that a further aim should be to ensure efficiency and cost-effectiveness, 
given the scarce resources made available (€ 20 m) for reducing the administrative 
burden; 

Or. el

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 6
Paragraph 3

3. Respects the Commission position that the proposed action programme on the 
reduction of information obligations (IOs) should not lead to deregulation or a change 
in the policy objectives and level of ambition contained in Community legislation;

Or. en
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Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 7
Paragraph 3 a (new)

3a. Supports the view that the action programme to reduce the administrative burden 
must not be based on the amount of administrative expenditure involved, but on the 
criterion of the weight of bureaucratic procedures;

Or. el

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 8
Paragraph 3 b (new)

3b. Is greatly concerned by the fact that the Commission Communication (Annex I) 
proposes to limit the scope of the action programme to obligations put on 
businesses; considers, however, that the strategy for development and employment 
requires the action programme also to cover the everyday concerns of citizens and 
workers on matters such as finding work, the use of insurance or any other 
employment rights; 

Or. el

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 9
Paragraph 4

4. Notes the lack of detailed information in the communication about the reasons for 
choosing the priority actions listed in Annexes II and III; therefore asks the 
Commission to justify the selection of priority areas and specific legislation in a 
separate communication in order to proceed in the most transparent manner which 
increases the confidence in and support for the action programme;

Or. en

Amendment by Harlem Désir

Amendment 10
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Stresses that the objective of ‘better law-making' should not be equated with ‘less 
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law-making’ in the social legislation area, where legislative initiative and 
Commission support are lacking on important issues (atypical work, working time, 
European works councils, parental leave, etc); is concerned at the Commission's 
lack of ambition to legislate on social issues in its proposed Annual Policy Strategy 
for 2008; 

Or. fr

Amendment by Maria Matsouka

Amendment 11
Paragraph 5

5. Stresses the importance of a clear distinction between cases of obsolete, redundant or 
repetitive IOs and cases where, for reasons relating to the protection of public health,  
health, safety, quality of work and workers' rights, the environment or the 
Community's financial interests, information obligations remain necessary;

Or. el

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 12
Paragraph 5

5. Stresses the importance of a clear distinction between cases of obsolete, redundant or 
over-prescriptive IOs and cases where, for reasons relating to the protection of public 
health, workers' rights, the environment or the Community's financial interests, fuller 
information obligations may remain necessary;

Or. en

Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 13
Paragraph 5 a (new)

5a. Supports the Commission proposal for introducing thresholds for all information 
requirements, limiting them for SMEs wherever possible;

Or. en
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Amendment by Philip Bushill-Matthews

Amendment 14
Paragraph 6

6. Expects that the findings of the external consultants on the measurements of the 
selected priority areas as listed in Annex II to the communication and the proposed 
suggestions for reductions are publicly accessible and capable of being debated; 
(deletion)

Or. en

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 15
Paragraph 6

6. Expects that the findings of the external consultants on the measurements of the 
selected priority areas as listed in Annex II to the communication and the proposed 
suggestions for reductions are publicly accessible and capable of being debated; 
therefore suggests that those results are submitted for consultation to the European 
Parliament as well as to the stakeholders and in particular to the social partners;

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 16
Paragraph 6 a (new)

6α. Urges the Commission and the Member States to consider cases where different 
channels are often required to provide the same information, and to put an end to 
duplication of information;

Or. el

Amendment by Jean Lambert

Amendment 17
Paragraph 7

7. Calls on the Commission duly to substantiate any proposal for modification of 
Community legislation as consequence of those findings, with a detailed analysis and 
documentation of the findings and consultation and with a substantial impact 
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assessment conducted in a thorough, transparent and balanced way, encompassing 
social, health and safety at work, economic and environmental aspects; requests that 
modifications should only be made where they would not jeopardise the underlying 
objectives of the legislation.

Or. en

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 18
Paragraph 7 a (new)

7a. Calls on the Member States to extend their efforts to reduce the burden resulting 
from ‘purely’ national legislation; 

Or. el

Amendment by Marie Panayotopoulos-Cassiotou

Amendment 19
Paragraph 7 b (new)

7b. Also calls on the Member States to replace the production of printed information 
with information produced electronically and on the internet, using smart internet 
portals where possible; 

Or. el
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