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Amendment by Satu Hassi and Carl Schlyter

Amendment 1
Paragraph 1

1. Strongly supports the process of simplification of Community legislation so as to
strengthen the effectiveness, efficiency, coherence, accountability and transparency 
of EU law. Stresses, however, that such a process needs to be based on a number of 
preconditions: 

(-i) simplification is done to achieve the overarching objective of sustainable 
development;

(i) full involvement of the European Parliament;
(ii) wide and transparent consultation of all relevant stakeholders, including non-

governmental organisations;
(iii) strengthening of the general transparency of the regulatory process;
(iv) any assessment for simplification has to consider economic, social,

environmental and health aspects on an equal footing and should not be limited 
to short-term considerations;

(v) the simplification process must under no circumstance entail lowering the 
standards contained in current legislation; 
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Amendment by Miroslav Ouzký

Amendment 2
Paragraph 4 a (new)

4a. Calls on the Commission to take into account the results of the study requested by 
the European Parliament's Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety on the simplification process, "Simplifying EU Environmental 
Policy"1, in its further work on better regulation.
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Amendment by Miroslav Ouzký

Amendment 3
Paragraph 4 b (new)

4b. Supports the conclusion from the study "Simplifying EU Environmental Policy" 
that Impact Assessments can play an essential role in ensuring better regulation and 
that the quality of some of these Assessments needs to be improved. Urges the 
Commission to ensure:

− that adequate time and financial resources are allocated for these assessments;

− that impact assessments consider economic, social, environmental and health 
aspects on an equal footing, both in the short and the longer term;

− that impact assessments consider not only the costs of measures but also the costs 
of not addressing the environmental, public health or food issues;

− transparency and input of all relevant stakeholders;

− that the impact assessments are broad enough in scope and take into account the 
different national circumstances in the Member States.

Recognises that Impact Assessments could also play an essential role in the case of 
amendments proposed by the European Parliament or the Council with possible 
significant impacts.
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Amendment by Miroslav Ouzký

Amendment 4
Paragraph 4 c (new)

4c. Calls on the Commission to further promote exchange of information on the best 
practices on simplification of EU environmental policy in the Member States, such 
as:

- the use of Information Technology to reduce the administrative burden;
- the simplification and integration of permit schemes and licensing, while 

safeguarding environmental and health standards;
- the simplification and integration of monitoring and reporting requirements, 

including the risk based approach, while safeguarding transparency and effective 
implementation and enforcement.
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